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THE  THOMAS  BROTHERS  OF  MATTAPA.W 


INTRODUCTION 


This  is  the  story  of  three  gentlemen  from  Southern  Maryland  who 
were  in  their  twenties  at  the  outbreak  of  the  War  Between  the  States. 
However,  the  book  is  actually  more  than  that  for,  with  the  inclusion  of 
their  ancestry,  their  descendants,  their  historic  home  "Mattapany",  and 
the  inclusion  to  a  lesser  degree  of  three  other  main  branches  of  the 
Thomases  (descendants  of  their  father's  three  brothers),  the  work  more 
properly  may  be  considered  a  family  book  of  the  Southern  Maryland 
Thomases . 

We  shall  know  two  of  the  three  brothers  mostly  from  the  words  they 
themselves  wrote;  but  the  third,  because  of  the  dramatic  episodes  of 
his  career,  will  be  known  to  us  mostly  from  the  wide  variety  of  persons 
who  wrote  about  Ivan.  All  three  command  our  respect  and  admiration,  but 
they  were  as  different  as  three  brothers  could  be.  One  was  a  soldier 
of  fortune  seeking  excitement  --  and  he  found  it.  The  second  was  a 
deeply  intellectual  man  and  a  distinguished  orator  who  raised  a  large 
and  fine  family  and  who  possessed  high  standards  which  he  required 
others  to  meet.  Between  these  extremes  was  the  youngest  of  the  three 
brothers,  a  more  "average"  individual,  who  lived  his  life  in  his  own 
unspectacular  way;  he  loved  and  enjoyed  his  family  and  his  friends,  and 
was  loved  and  enjoyed  by  them  in  return. 

These  Thomas  brothers  were  Richard  (later  Zarvona) ,  George,  and 
James  William.  In  the  Confederate  army  they  held  rank  according  to 
their  ages:  colonel,  captain,  sergeant.  Their  father  was  Richard  (sen¬ 
ior),  the  first  Thomas  to  live  at  Mattapany;  his  likeness  appears  as 
•  the  frontispiece  of  this  book,  from  a  portrait  by  Saint  Memin.  Their 
mother  was  Jane  Wallace  Armstrong,  from  Baltimore.  The  elder  Richard 
had  three  brothers  and  each  of  the  four  of  this  prior  generation  is 
identified  with  a  manor  house  in  St.  Mary's  County,  Maryland.  From  the 
names  of  these  manor  houses,  four  branches  of  the  Thomas  family  are 
known:  Mattapany,  Cremona,  De  La  Brooke,  and  Deep  Falls. 

The  person  most  responsible  for  this  book  was  my  father,  Armstrong 
Thomas  (senior).  He  produced  a  book,  of  which  only  three  copies  were 
made,  which  comprises  the  text  of  pages  3  to  108  herein.  In  addition, 
he  left  family  newspaper  clippings,  notes,  et  cetera,  which  constitute 
much  of  the  later  material.  As  to  prior  research,  we  are  particularly 
grateful  to  Messrs.  Mackenzie,  Earp,  and  Fenwick;  credit  is  given  these 
gentlemen,  and  to  the  dozens  of  other  contributors,  in  the  places  where 
these  sources  appear.  My  own  part  in  the  production  has  been  that  of 
further  research,  collating  the  data,  inserting  transitional  comments, 
and  preparing  the  pages  in  a  manner  suitable  for  reproduction. 

The  reader  may  be  disturbed  because  of  the  lack  of  continuity,  fre¬ 
quent  change  in  format,  omissions,  and  repetitions.  The  disorganization 
is  due  partly  to  the  nature  of  the  material  itself  but,  in  addition,  the 
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the  process  of  compiling.  I  have  found  that  the  fitting  in  of  new  data 
to  a  previously  "organized"  text  is  often  a  difficult  and  complex  oper¬ 
ation.  In  quoting  from  numerous  sources,  details  of  the  story  neces¬ 
sarily  overlap.  Deletions  have  been  made  at  times  in  an  effort  to  avoid 
repetition  but,  in  doing  so,  one  encounters  the  danger  of  destroying 
the  continuity  and  general  effect  of  the  original  source.  On  the  other 
hand,  a  certain  amount  of  repetition  may  be  desirable,  especially  where 
the  sources  present  conflicting  statements  or  views,  for  then  the  read¬ 
er  is  in  better  position  to  weigh  the  overall  evidence.  Apology  is  made 
for  the  book's  many  faults  but,  should  this  rough  draft  await  a  satis¬ 
factory  smoothing,  it  is  feared  the  pages  would  never  get  into  print. 

Generally  no  information  obtained  has  been  purposely  suppressed. 

A  minor  exception  is  that  a  phrase  was  slyly  deleted  in  photocopying  a 
news  clipping  on  Zarvona  --  it  was  simply  a  phrase  that  I  considered  ob¬ 
jectionable,  and  it  is  felt  that  Zarvona  would  condone  the  action.  In 
another  instance,  a  more  important  discovery  was  purposely  blue-penciled; 
the  assumed  right  to  suppress  this  information  is  discussed  in  its  proper 
place . 

My  original  intention  was  to  reproduce  only  a  few  copies  of  the 
pages  that  my  father  had  prepared.  Then  it  seemed  advisable  to  add  a 
few  additional  notes.  During  this  stage  I  came  across  the  original 
transcript  of  my  grandfather's  Diary  in  his  own  handwriting  and,  at 
about  the  same  time,  Anita  Thomas  presented  me  with  a  letter  written  by  * 
Zarvona  while  in  prison  at  Fort  McHenry.  These  two  instances  brought 
life  and  reality  to  the  individuals  concerned;  there  developed  an  affec¬ 
tion  for  a  grandfather  I  had  never  known,  and  a  great  interest  in  and 
respect  for  the  extraordinary  Colonel  Zarvona.  From  then  on,  no  infor¬ 
mation  however  trivial  concerning  the  three  brothers  was  without  inter¬ 
est. 


The  problem  arose  as  to  what  names  I  should  use  in  referring  to  my 
relatives  in  the  text.  It  would  appear  in  better  taste  to  have  written 
in  the  third  person  throughout,  and  yet  it  seemed  unnatural  and  awkward 
to  speak  of  near- family  by  full  name  and  title.  On  the  other  hand,  one 
who  is  my  cousin  is  another's  aunt  or  uncle.  A  postscript  in  a  letter 
to  me  brought  to  my  attention  that  "My  father  was  known  as  Captain 
George";  I  was  uncertain  whether  this  was  intended  merely  for  my  infor¬ 
mation  or  if  it  were  a  gentle  rebuke,  I  possibly  having  referred  to  him 
simply  as  George.  But  it  must  be  realized  that,  when  I  first  "knew"  my 
grandfather  and  two  great  uncles,  they  were  a  quarter  century  young&i 
than  I,  and  no  disrespect  should  be  inferred  from  my  implied  informality. 
In  the  text,  however,  they  generally  will  be  Grandfather ,  Captain  George, 
and  Zarvona  --  or  occasionally  Little  Grandfather  and  Little  George  (but 
it  will  be  seen  that  Zarvona  and  Little  Zarvona  were  two  distinct  per¬ 
sons)  . 

Despite  the  lack  of  continuity,  it  is  suggested  that  the  pages  be 
read  in  the  order  given.  Should  this  not  be  done,  many  details  in  the 
later  pages  will  lose  their  identity  and  significance.  The  section  on 
Genealogy  may  be  skimmed  through  or  dwelt  upon  as  desired  but,  in  either 
case,  it  should  be  helpful  as  a  reference  dKOincutiti  p^fiAonae.,  The  reader 
will  meet  unexplained  statements  as  he  progresses  (such  as:  why  is 
Richard  called  Zarvona?),  but  many  of  these  matters  will  be  cleared  up 
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in  due  course.  He  should  not  expect  a  continuous  story,  but  should  put 
himself  in  the  position  of  the  person  doing  the  research,  picking  up 
and  filling  in  the  bits  of  information  as  they  present  themselves. 

The  opening  pages,  written  by  John  Letcher,  wartime  Governor  of 
Virginia,  provide  an  excellent  introduction  to  Zarvona.  Next  are  two 
addresses  delivered  by  Captain  George.  The  first  was  given  before  his 
fellow  army  associates  who,  with  him,  served  under  Captain  Murray  who 
was  killed  at  Gettysburg;  the  second  was  actually  delivered  at  Gettys¬ 
burg,  Captain  George  having  been  chosen  the  speaker  on  the  occasion  of 
a  memorial  erected  at  the  battle  site.  These  speeches  should  be  read, 
not  only  for  their  content,  but  with  the  idea  of  knowing  the  man.  This 
likewise  applies  to  Grandfather's  Diary,  written  on  the  battlefields, 
which  follows.  The  Diary  should  be  read  as  a  whole,  not  in  parts.  At 
times  we  wish  there  were  more  details,  but  we  find  drama  and  human 
interest.  The  story  gains  in  momentum  and  reflects  the  mood  of  the 
writer  --  from  the  early  enthusiasm  of  a  youthful  and  patriotic  volun¬ 
teer,  through  the  hardships  of  war,  the  dreary  months  spent  as  a  prison¬ 
er,  and  the  final  frustration  in  the  lost  cause.  Concluding  this  sec¬ 
tion  of  the  book  are  a  few  comments  on  the  preceding  pages,  followed  by 
commentary  on  Captain  George  Thomas  and  James  William  Thomas. 

The  section  on  Genealogy  opens  with  the  role  of  the  Calverts  in 
the  early  history  of  Maryland.  Thence  is  traced,  briefly,  the  ancestry 
of  the  Thomases  through  the  Calverts  and  through  the  first  Thomas  set¬ 
tler  in  Southern  Maryland.  The  descendants  of  Captain  George  and  of 
James  William  are  given  completely  and,  it  is  hoped,  accurately,  to 
date.  Less  fully  are  treated  the  other  three  Thomas  branches.  Short 
comments  or  descriptions  are  given  to  further  identify  some  of  those 
listed.  The  Thomases  are  proud  of  their  Calvert  ancestry  and  the  Cal¬ 
vert  name  appears  in  the  present-day  generation  of  Thomases.  Since  many 
of  us  know  little  about  the  Calverts,  a  brief  history  is  given  and  even 
some  Calvert  letters  are  reproduced  in  an  effort  to  make  them  more  than 
a  mere  list  of  names.  A  bit  of  information  of  a  personal  nature  tends 
to  bring  them  closer.  As  an  exaggerated  example,  I  recently  tuned  in  a 
*  television  sketch  on  the  life  of  Charles  I  of  England  with  special  inter¬ 
est  because  the  King  was,  after  all,  a  friend  of  the  family!  The  last 
five  pages  of  this  section,  in  some  copies  of  the  book,  are  devoted  to 
the  Virginia  ancestry  of  the  Ellerson  and  Wallace  families;  in  other 
copies  they  are  left  blank,  to  be  filled  in  according  to  the  desires  of 
the  individual  recipients  of  these  copies. 

The  history  of  "Mattapany"  is  given  from  the  time  of  the  Calverts  to 
the  present.  The  surrounding  area  and  other  Thomas  homes  in  St.  Mary's 
County  are  briefly  described.  Information  is  given  as  to  structural 
changes  in  the  mansion  over  the  years.  Reminiscences  and  stories  of  life 
at  Mattapany  are  included,  both  here  and  in  the  Appendix. 

The  final  section  gives  the  story  of  Zarvona  from  many  sources: 
family,  friends,  enemies,  newspaper  accounts,  government  records.  No 
summing  up  by  any  individual  could  possibly  do  justice  to  these  varied 
first-hand  accounts.  Scharf  ["History  of  Maryland",  vol.  Ill,  451-452] 
describes  "Madame  Zarvona"  appearing  aboard  the  ScUnt  Nicko&CLA  as  a 
"very  respectable  French  Lady",  but  Watts'  description  of  her  "scanda¬ 
lous"  conduct  has  much  more  color  --  Watts  was  there! 
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ence  to  rewording  the  source.  Except  for  the  Diary,  which  was  nbt  typed 
by  me,  quotations  from  script  are  iijp&d  in  6CAipt;  at  other  times  script 
may  be  used  where  italics  would  be  applicable.  Reproduction  was  by 
photo  offset. 

The  book  does  not  have  an  index  as  it  is  believed  that  its  inclu¬ 
sion  would  be  cumbersome  without  being  of  great  help  to  the  reader.  It 
is  hoped  that  this  Introduction  and  the  table  of  Contents  will  suffice 
for  the  purpose. 

I  am  indebted  to  Virginia  Spence  Lescure  and  Hilda  Thomas  Mumford 
for  having  read  the  pages  prior  to  reproduction.  Their  "insulting" 
references  to  words  misspelled,  etc.  have  been  carefully  considered  and 
usually  corrections  have  been  made  according  to  their  recommendations; 
however,  in  due  justice,  they  should  not  be  held  altogether  responsible 
for  all  errors  in  the  final  text.  I  wish  to  thank  the  many  Thomases  who 
have  given  their  help  and  encouragement  during  the  compiling  of  this 
book.  In  particular  I  should  mention  my  cousin  Kitty,  cousin  Margaret 
and  "Little"  Anne,  Anita,  my  first-cousin  Jim,  Upton  and  young  Dick,  and 
my  sister  Ree. 

This  work  has  been  prepared  for  the  Thomas  family,  knowing  that 
much  of  interest  which  it  contains  would  be  forever  lost  or  difficult 
to  obtain  were  it  not  thus  reproduced.  It  is  dedicated  to  our  loved 
ones  who  came  before  us. 


ARMSTRONG  THOMAS 


Washington,  D.C. 
September  1963. 
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ARTICLE  OF 


GOVERNOR  JOHN  LETCHER  OF  VIRGINIA 
IN  THE  CONFEDERATE  RELIEF  BAZAAR  JOURNAL  ON 
COLONEL  RICHARD  THOMAS  ZARVONA 


COLONEL  RICHARD  THOMAS  ZARVONA 

"The  death  of  this  distinguished  and  gallant  Confederate 
officer  is  thus  announced  in  the  Port  Tobacco  "Independent": 

"’Death  of  a  Conspicuous  Character  of  the  Late  War,  --  Colonel 
Richard  Thomas,  generally  called  Madam  Zarvona,  died  suddenly  last 
Wednesday  night  at  the  residence  of  his  brother,  James  Thomas,  in 
St.  Mary's  County,  Md,  Colonel  Thomas  became  very  conspicuous  in 
the  early  part  of  the  late  Civil  War  by  the  capture  of  the  steamer 
St.  Nicholas.  He  took  passage  in  the  steamer  at  Baltimore,  dis¬ 
guised  as  a  'French  Lady',  and  at  night,  assisted  by  a  few  of  his 
men  on  board,  he  arrested  the  captain  and  officers  of  the  steamer 
and  ran  her  to  Fredericksburg,  Va.  After  the  war  he  resided  some 
years  in  Paris,  but  returned  to  this  country  about  two  years  ago. 

He  was  unmarried. ' 

"Colonel  Zarvona, was  a  most  interesting  and  extraordinary  man. 
He  possessed  a  very  fine  intellect,  greatly  improved  by  cultivation 
was  well  educated;  had  acquired  a  large  fund  of  valuable  and  useful 
information  on  almost  all  subjects;  was  a  good  conversationalist, 
and  a  most  pleasant  and  agreeable  gentleman.  As  an  officer,  he  was 
as  brave  as  the  bravest,  cool,  sagacious  and  intrepid,  bold,  reso¬ 
lute,  and  daring  almost  to  rashness. 

"He  came  to  Richmond  very  shortly  after  the  secession  of 
Virginia,  accompanied  by  Captain  G.  W.  Alexander,  a  kindred  spirit, 
and  tendered  their  services  to  me,  with  an  expression  of  their 
willingness  to  act  in  any  position  to  which  I  might  assign  them. 
Their  tender  was  accepted,  and  they  rendered  important,  valuable, 
faithful  and  gallant  service  to  the  State  and  Confederate  cause. 
Zarvona  is  dead;  Alexander  still  lives  I 

"If  any  man  has  ever  lived  of  whom  it  might  be  said  'he  was 
insensible  to  fear',  Zarvona  was  undoubtedly  that  man.  He  univer¬ 
sally  sought  the  most  hazardous  undertakings,  and  fearlessly 
exposed  himself  to  the  most  formidable  dangers.  And  yet  modesty, 
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candor  and  sincerity  were  marked  characteristics  of  his  nature. 
Gentleness,  kindness,  tenderness,  were  predominant  traits  in  his 
character.  He  was  a  sincere  and  devoted  friend,  a  true  and  tried 
citizen,  and  a  patriotic  and  gallant  soldier.  He  was  somewhat 
eccentric,  hut  his  eccentricities  did  not  render  him  disagreeable; 
on  the  contrary,  tended  rather  to  inspire  regard  for  and  excite 
interest  in  him. 


CAPTURE  OF  THE  ST.  NICHOLAS 

"A  few  days  after  he  reached  Richmond  he  stated  to  me  that  he 
had  a  plan  for  the  capture  of  the  Pawnee,  a  formidable  vessel,  then 
lying  in  the  Potomac  river  opposite  Acquia  creek,  and  which  was 
annoying  the  troops  there  stationed.  I  suggested  to  him  that  I 
would  like  to  have  Commodore  Maury  present  when  his  plan  was  un¬ 
folded  and  discussed,  in  order  to  have  the  benefit  of  his  knowledge 
and  large  experience,  and  the  valuable  suggestions  I  knew  he  could 
give  us.  To  this  he  readily  assented,  and  Commodore  Maury  was  sent 
for,  but,  being  engaged  at  the  time,  sent  a  message  that  he  would 
call  the  next  morning  at  9  o'clock.  He  was  punctual  in  his  atten¬ 
dance  (as  was  his  custom),  and  Zarvona  explained  his  plan  and  the 
means  by  which  he  proposed  to  carry  it  into  execution.  His  plan 
was  to  go  to  Baltimore,  unite  with  him  ten  or  a  dozen  resolute, 
daring  young  men,  take  passage  on  the  St.  Nicholas,  and  at  a  given 
signal  take  control  of  her  and  depose  the  officers,  Zarvona  assuming 
the  command.  The  St.  Nicholas  was  said  to  be  the  mail  boat  on  which 
were  carried  the  mails  for  the  Pawnee,  and  was  in  the  habit  of  run¬ 
ning  alongside  of  her  in  the  night  unchallenged  and  discharging  the 
mail.  This  was  the  scheme,  and  we  all  considered  it  feasible. 

"The  question  then  came  up  as  to  the  manner  of  executing  it. 

We  were  to  call  upon  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  and  procure  from  him 
the  necessary  number  of  Colt's  navy  pistols  and  a  supply  of  ammuni¬ 
tion,  cutlasses,  etc.,  to  arm  as  many  men  as  the  vessel  could  carry. 

All  these  things  were  promptly  furnished  by  Mr.  Mallory  and  sent  on 
to  Fredericksburg.  We  were  also  to  apply  to  Mr.  Walker,  the 
Secretary  of  War,  for  an  order  to  General  Holmes,  commanding  at 
Fredericksburg,  to  select  six  hundred  of  his  reliable  troops,  who 
should  be  sent  to  the  mouth  of  Cone  river  by  an  hour  to  be  agreed 
upon,  and  who  should  carry  with  them  the  arms  sent  up  by  the  Secretary 
of  the  Navy.  The  St.  Nicholas  was  to  be  there  and  receive  so  many  of 
the  troops  as  could  be  used  in  boarding  and  securing  the  Pawnee,  the 
residue  of  the  troops  to  remain  at  Cone  river  to  guard  the  vessels 
that  Zarvona  might  capture  before  he  reached  that  place.  He  did 
capture  a  large  amount  of  coffee,  ice  and  other  articles  of  much 
value  to  the  State  and  Confederacy.  The  scheme  was  approved  by  the 
President,  and  we  went  actively  to  work  to  carry  it  out.  The  troops 
did  not  reach  Cone  river,  however,  until  some  hours  after  the  appointed 
time,  owing  to  some  misapprehension  of  the  orders.  What  the  mis¬ 
apprehension  was,  or  how  it  occurred,  I  have  never  learned.  Hence 
the  St.  Nicholas,  with  her  prizes,  was  taken  to  Fredericksburg,  and 
the  cargoes  there  landed.  Captain  Alexander  accompanied  Zarvona  to 
Baltimore,  and  aided  greatly  in  effecting  the  capture  of  the 
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St.  Nicholas.  It  vas  regarded  as  a  bold  and  hazardous  enterprise 
when  it  vas  undertaken,  and  the  Confederate  and  State  authorities, 
who  were  alone  in  the  secret,  awaited  the  result  most  anxiously. 

’’After  Zarvona 's  and  Alexander's  return  to  Richmond,  I  commis¬ 
sioned  the  former  as  Colonel  and  the  latter  as  Captain,  with  the 
cordial  approval  of  the  Council  and  the  Convention,  then  in  session. 

"After  the  capture  of  the  St.  Nicholas,  the  Northern  people 
became  exceedingly  bitter  towards  Zarvona,  and  he  requested  me, 
by  legislative  act,  to  have  his  name  changed  from  Richard  Thomas 
to  RLchard  Thomas  Zarvona,  which  was  done,  and  he  was  commissioned 
Colonel  by  the  name  of  'Richard  Thomas  Zarvona'. 

"The  boldness  and  success  of  this  act  made  Colonel  Zarvona 
well  and  favorably  known  to,  and  caused  him  to  be  most  highly 
appreciated  by,  the  people  of  Virginia  and  the  South.  Vast  numbers 
of  citizens  of  Richmond  called  to  make  his  acquaintance  and  to  pay 
their  respects  to  him  --  to  express  their  thanks,  and  tender  their 
congratulations.  His  room  at  the  Executive  Mansion  was  generally 
crowded  with  visitors  from  the  city  and  the  country,  upon  all  of 
whom  he  made  a  very  favorable  impression.  Many  of  the  people  of 
Virginia  will  doubtless  recollect  him. 

[27] 

"At  that  time  he  was  about  twenty-one  years  of  age,  of  rather 
small  frame,  unusually  active,  and  possessed  wonderful  energy  and 
determination.  He  wore  the  Zouave  dress  and  the  cap  corresponding 
with  it.  His  hair  was  cut  very  close.  His  habits  were  good,  and 
while  with  me  I  never  knew  him  to  taste  ardent  spirits. 

"When  subsequently  captured  on  the  Patuxent  steamer  the 
Federals  imprisoned  him,  first  in  Fort  McHenry,  and  afterwards  in 
Fort  Lafayette,  and  kept  him  confined  until  the  close  of  the  war. 
After  his  release  I  received  several  letters  from  him,  in  all  of 
which  he  complained  that  his  health  had  greatly  suffered  from  his 
long  confinement  and  harsh  treatment . 

I 

"I  became  very  much  attached  to  him,  and  appreciated  him  most 
highly  for  his  integrity  and  his  intellect,  for  his  coolness  and  his 
courage,  for  his  public  and  private  virtues,  and  for  the  possession 
of  all  those  qualities  that  make  up  the  man.  How  true  it  is,  and 
yet  how  sad  it  makes  us  feel  to  know  it  -- 

'That  while  the  years,  an  endless  host, 

Come  pressing  swiftly  on. 

The  brightest  names  that  earth  can  boast 
Just  glisten  --  and  are  gone.' 


March  29,  1875." 


JOHN  LETCHER, 

Ex-Governor  of  Virginia. 
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TO  THE  MURRAY  ASSOCIATION 


ADDRESS  OF  CAPTAIN  GEORGE  THOMAS 


"We  are  here  today,  friends  and  comrades,  to  render  just  and 
fitting  tribute  to  the  memory  of  those  of  our  immediate  companion¬ 
ship  who  gave  up  their  lives  in  the  great  struggle  between  the 

sections  -  a  glad  and  willing  sacrifice,  in  defence  of  principles 

that  they,  as  well  as  we,  had  ever  been  taught  were  the  distinctive 
political  axioms  of  the  South.  We  do  not  come  in  this  hallowed 
presence  to  proclaim  the  truth  of  those  principles,  still  less  to 
assert,  or  even  to  acknowledge,  that  the  dread  uncertainty  of  war 
has  rendered  a  verdict  that  proclaims  them  false.  This  we  willingly 
remit  to  the  political  agitator  of  the  day  to  discuss,  to  the  arbi¬ 
trament  of  time,  and  the  calmer  .judgment  of  historic  days  to  render 
final  decision  upon. 

"Setting  all  this  aside,  in  memory  of  dear  companions  gone  to 
their  account,  in  recollection  of  their  kindly  deeds  and  knightly 
courage,  of  joys  and  dangers  together  shared  and  tasted,  we  come  to 
celebrate  the  placing  of  this  memorial  stone,  that  will  tell  to 
every  passerby  that  they  whose  names  are  there  inscribed  possessed 
a  record  that  their  surviving  comrades  were  not  unwilling  should  be 
read  in  the  full  light  of  aftertimes.  The  voice  of  passion  is  not 
yet  stilled,  the  turbulence  of  the  life-and-death  struggle  not  yet 
quieted;  yet  so  far  stilled,  so  far  quieted,  that  we  may  without 
all  fear  of  misapprehension,  join  heartily  in  this  our  work  of  love 
and  duty. 

"And  there  are  reasons  why  this  memorial  tribute  is  peculiarly 
appropriate  at  our  hands.  There  is  often  an  individuality  observ¬ 
able  about  associations  of  men,  that  makes  them  to  take  hold  of  the 
hearts  of  their  members  with  tenacious  grasp,  and  to  form  as  it  were 
a  part  of  their  existence  forever  after.  And  this  was  especially 
the  case  with  the  company  organizations  successively  commanded  by 
Capt.  Murray.  Composed  of  homogeneous  elements,  the  individual  mem¬ 
bers  having  such  entirely  similar  associations  and  ties  to  look 
back  to  and  recall,  there  could  not  have  been  other  than  a  feeling 
of  perfect  community  pervading  us  as  a  whole ;  but  above  and  beyond 
all  this,  there  existed  the  further  bond  of  that  unitising  influence 
that  it  is  the  special  privilege  of  some  men  to  exert,  and  which  was 
to  a  peculiar  extent  exerted  by  our  commander,  who  impressed  his 
commands  with  his  personal  traits  and  characteristics,  so  that  the 
designation,  'Murray's  Company',  became  as  familiar  to  the  military 
ear  as  though  he  had  been  operating  with  an  independent  command. 

And  so  we  come  now,  as  the  survivors  of  Murray's  companies,  to 
render  honor  to  his  memory,  and  as  well  to  that  of  those  of  his 
commands  who  gave,  as  he  did,  their  young  lives  to  the  cause.  Not 
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then  simply  as  Confederates,  not  as  friends  merely,  do  we  pause  for 
a  little  while  in  the  bustle  of  life  to  come  in  a  body  to  unite  in 
the  ceremonies  of  today.  We  come  rather  as  bound  by  ties  that  make 
the  memories  we  celebrate  a  very  part  of  our  own  selves.  Engrossed 
as  we  may  be  in  the  duties  of  life,  separated,  and  engaged  in  occupa¬ 
tions  that  keep  us  for  the  most  part  wide  assunder,  there  is  this  at 
least  in  our  past  that  makes  us  feel  as  one.  There  is  that  in  our 
common  history  that  will  urge  us  with  no  common  impulse  to  come  here 
as  to  the  Mecca  of  the  heart,  bringing  with  us,  perchance,  the  hopes 
of  the  generation  yet  to  play  its  part  on  the  world's  great  stage, 
to  recall  for  our  comfort  and  for  their  instruction  the  deeds  and 
characteristics  of  those  whose  names  are  here  enrolled  on  history's 
most  honored  page.  And  why  these?  Near  by  are  the  remains  of  many 
who  fell  in  the  same  struggle  and  on  the  same  side,  and  never  while 
life  lasts  will  you  be  able  to  look  upon  these  mounds  and  these 
monuments  as  upon  any  others;  yet  I  challenge  your  own  hearts  to 
answer,  if  there  be  not  still  a  different  feeling  in  thinking  of  the 
times  that  are  no  more  in  connection  with  the  memories  of  your 
comrades  of  Companies  'H'  and  'A'. 

"Well  might  you  essay  the  lesson  of  self-sacrifice  and  noble 
endurance,  pure  prompting  and  unyielding  determination,  in  recalling 
and  recording  the  names  and  lives  of  the  Lees,  the  Jacksons,  and 
the-  Stuarts,  the  Pegrams,  the  Ashbys  and  the  Winders,  who,  now  but 
dust  and  ashes,  have  left  name  and  fame  that  the  pen  of  their  most 
malignant  enemy  would  utterly  fail  to  taint  or  tarnish.  Well  might 
your  hearts  swell  with  honest  pride  in  telling  of  the  wondrous 
deeds  of  daring  done  on  our  well-loved  Southern  soil,  when  might 
and  numbers  struggling  with  the  right,  so  often  reeled  and  in  utter 
rout  recoiled  before  the  skill  and  gallantry  of  their  painfully 
outnumbered  foe. 

"Yet,  with  what  different,  with  what  tenderer  feeling  you  would 
recall  the  day  of  Gettysburg,  and  tell  how,  the  bristling  summit 
almost  gained,  your  own  Commander  Murray  died;  how,  when  the  assembly 
was  made  at  the  foot  of  the  hill,  your  shattered  remnant  looked 
around,  aghast  to  see  the  gaps  that  sudden  death  had  made;  how 
Morrison,  that  sturdy  soldier,  came  safely  down  the  hill  of  death 
only  to  meet  his  summons  at  the  base;  of  Ives,  so  gallant  and  so 
courteous;  of  Iglehart,  so  true  and  earnest  and  brave;  and  bright¬ 
faced  Charley  Lloyd  --  can  you  not  see  him  now?  --  with  blanched 
cheek  and  bowed  form  staggering  from  the  ranks,  yet  running  back  in 
a  little  while  to  his  post  in  the  line,  only  to  meet  the  too  sure 
summons  of  a  bullet  in  the  brain;  and  Blaklstone,  with  all  his 
soldierly  instincts  keenly  alive,  anxious  only  that  none  should  be 
before  him  in  the  charge.  Such  the  names,  such  to  us  the  memories 
of  Gettysburg. 

"The  march  after  Meade,  the  winter  in  Hanover,  Cold  Harbor, 

White  Oak  Swamp;  the  trenches  around  Petersburg  --  how  with  such 
mention  crowd  to  our  thoughts  the  names  of  Hollyday,  Gill,  Braddock, 
Denton,  and  a  ho^t  of  others  who  bore  with  us  the  trials  of  those 
days;  Wagner,  already  devoted  when  ordered  on  the  fatal  skirmish 
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-Line;  ana  Laird,  so  gallant  and  true,  always  earnest,  always  with 
words  of  cheer,  and  always  at  his  post,  breasting  the  storm  of 
battle  as  with  charmed  life,  to  meet  his  summons  when  the  struggle 
was  well  nigh  hopeless. 

"And  you,  comrades  of  Company  'H1,  is  there  need  that  I  should 
recall  the  special  incidents  of  your  career;  the  scenes  with  which 
you  were  most  familiar  during  the  first  year  of  the  trial;  the 
names  of  those  who  with  you  enlisted  in  the  days  when  all  was 
hopeful  for  the  cause,  but  who  have  now  their  names  enrolled  among 
the  dead  upon  the  field  of  glory;  is  there  need  that  these  things 
should  be  pictured  in  any  poor  words  of  mine,  or  that  the  two 
commands  setting  aside  mere  company  designations  and  special 
recollections  should  be  proclaimed  as  one,  to  make  you  keenly 
conscious  of  a  sympathetic  blending  of  associations  that  makes  of 
us  all,  in  everything  that  the  term  implies,  peculiarly  comrades? 

"Separated  though  you  were  by  the  fortunes  of  war,  your  fates 
connecting  you  with  different  commands,  is  it  possible  for  you  to 
remember  with  any  ordinary  feeling,  your  old,  your  first  command? 

Can  you  think  of  your  assemblage  at  Richmond,  remembering  who  your 
comrades  were  and  their  afterfates,  without  acknowledging  it  all  as 
a  part  of  your  inner  lives,  from  which  you  could  not,  even  if  you 
would,  escape?  --  a  part  most  dear  and  most  precious.  How  inti¬ 
mately  must  be  associated  with  your  most  cherished  recollections 
the  figure  of  the  gallant  McKim,  leading  even  Stonewall 's  own 
brigade  in  the  charge  --to  him,  the  charge  that  led  to  death  and 
imperishable  glory.  Colston,  and  Lloyd  West,  do  you  not  remember 
them  well?  --  struggling  both  with  the  Angel  of  Death,  one  with 
breathless  steps  reaching  the  heights  of  Bolivar  only  to  meet 
a  little  speedier  summons,  one,  stretched  upon  a  bed  of  pain, 
begging  for  permission  to  go  with  his  command  on  what  was  supposed 
an  expedition  to  meet  superior  numbers,  at  the  time  of  the  Pohick 
march,  destined,  alas  I  to  enter  upon  a  longer,  far  more  distant 
journey,  ere  the  days  of  that  autumn  month  were  over.  Mackall, 
Russell,  Costigan,  Steele,  Hammett,  Redmond,  Rice,  and  all  the 
glorious  company  of  those  who  with  them  fell I  Ohi  how  steadily 
by  our  sides  then  stalked  the  greedy  reaper  Death  I  how  steadily 
marched  our  comrades  to  their  fate  I  Forever  let  their  names  and 
deeds  and  principles  be  blended  in  our  thoughts. 

"And  here  let  us  ask,  what  was  the  particular  characteristic 
uniting  these  men,  who,  in  whatever  field,  under  whatever  leader, 
carried  with  them  the  soldierly  pride  and  resolve  sprung  from  their 
commander's  nerve  and  iron  will,  that  made  them  seem  ever  animated 
by  like  prompting?  Know  what  was  Murray's  special  trait  as 
a  soldier,  and  the  question  readily  is  answered.  Stem,  unyielding, 
unshrinking  sense  of  duty;  no  thought,  no  impulse,  no  prompting, 
but  the  strictest  sense  of  duty.  His  whole  life  as  a  soldier  was 
but  appropriately  rounded  by  his  death,  in  the  face  of  the  thousands 
fronting  the  little  band  of  whom  he  was  one.  For  him,  standing 
there  erect,  with  all  his  bravery  on,  his  men  lying  dead  and  wounded 
all  around  him,  two-thirds  of  his  command  already  yielded  to  the 
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bloody  needs  of  war,  the  line  forced  back,  the  summit  not  yet  won, 
his  instinct  as  a  soldier  telling  him  the  day  was  lost,  and  with  it 
the  cause  for  which  his  sword  had  been  drawn  --  for  him,  such  as  he 
was,  and  so  situated,  there  was  but  one  course  possible  --  no  step 
in  retreat,  no  yielding  --  only  to  stand  though  all  alone,  fronting 
the  foe  until  the  fatal  blow  should  come;  and  so  he  fell.  With  him, 
as  with  those  who  followed  him,  there  was  but  one  possible  apprecia¬ 
tion  of  duty  to  the  cause;  death  rather  than  defeat. 

"Nor  was  this  sublimity  of  devotion  in  him  the  result  of  desire 
for  military  glory;  it  was  not  bora  of  sudden  impulse,  nor  was  it 
the  creature,  in  any  degree,  of  passion  for  renown.  Those  who  knew 
him  best  recognize  it  as  the  necessary  result  of  his  fixed  determi¬ 
nation,  in  such  a  cause,  never  to  submit  or  yield.  In  his  death, 
he  was  but  acting  out  the  solemn  conviction  of  duty  that  went  to 
form  a  part  of  his  matured  resolves. 

"You  have  all  heard  the  story  that  is  told  of  the  Spartan 
mother  in  the  time  so  far  in  the  past,  who,  when  called  upon  by  her 
own  son  for  a  blessing  as  he  was  about  to  march  to  meet  the  foe, 
gave  him  no  wish  for  individual  renown,  no  wish  for  safety,  none  for 
speedy  return,  but  with  her  whole  nature  alive  to  a  just  appreciation 
of  duty  to  the  cause  when  one's  country  calls,  she  bade  him  return 
either  with  his  shield  or  on  it.  Since  the  day  when  first  this  story 
was  told  in  ancient  Greece,  till  now,  the  spirit  that  dictated  the 
reply  has  been  lauded  ever  as  the  noblest  evidence  of  true  apprecia¬ 
tion  of  duty  to  a  country's  needs.  Millions  have  heard  and  have 
taken  the  lesson  to  heart.  The  halo  of  historic  myth  is  about  it, 
and  it  seems  to  admiring  generations  as  only  an  idealized  represen¬ 
tation  of  what  might  be  in  a  true  patriot's  heart.  And  yet,  the 
same  beautiful  tribute  was  paid,  the  self-same  unselfish  appreciation 
of  duty  was  exhibited,  in  a  quiet  home  in  Maryland,  when  Capt .  Murray 
went  to  announce  to  his  mother  that  the  time  had  come  for  him,  with 
others  of  his  kind  and  kin,  to  put  in  act  and  deed  his  expression 
of  disavowal  of  the  acts  that  sought  to  set  aside  the  cardinal 
political  doctrines  that  he  had  ever  been  taught  were  the  safeguard 
and  salvation  of  his  country.  He  asked  for  his  mother's  blessing, 
but  with  it  asked  for  no  expression  of  desire  that  military  glory 
and  renown  might  come  to  him,  none  that  he  might  safely  return  to 
his  well-loved  home,  none  that  he  might  see  her  face  once  more; 
only  the  Spartan  mother's  blessing,  this  was  all  he  asked.  It  was 
from  no  boyish  impulse,  from  no  ambitious  longings,  from  no  passion 
for  the  pomp  and  panoply  of  war,  that  he  was  ready  and  willing  to 
enter  upon  the  uncertain  struggle.  He  saw  and  knew  the  right,  and 
with  his  life  was  earnestly  determined  to  maintain  it.  'With  my 
shield,  Mother,  or  upon  it.'  So  the  blessing  was  asked,  and  so  was 
given.  And  on  his  sheld,  all  glorious  and  stainless,  he  was  borne 
to  the  home  of  his  fathers.  Living,  he  was  an  example  bright  to 
follow.  Dead,  he  is  a  splended  memory  that  we  most  gladly  honor." 
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AT  GETTYSBURG 


ADDRESS  OF  CAPTAIN  THOMAS 


"Capt.  George  Thomas,  of  St.  Mary's  County,  acting  adjutant  of 
the  Second  Maryland  Regiment  in  the  battle  of  Gettysburg,  who  was 
badly  wounded  in  the  charge  on  the  works,  July  2,  delivered  the 
address.  Capt.  Thomas  said:  'This  is  indeed  a  beautiful  country, 
singularly  favored  by  nature,  wonderfully  improved  by  the  hand  of 
man.  Its  natural  beauties  and  attractions,  its  evidences  of 
thrift  and  well-being  are  well  calculated  to  arrest  the  attention 
of  even  the  least  observant.  Peace  and  happiness,  quietude  and 
contentment  would  seem  to  have  found  here  their  most  congenial  home. 
But  yet  more  beautiful  and  yet  more  attractive  are  the  occasion,  the 
prompting  and  the  circumstances  that  mark  our  assemblage  of  today. 

To  one  taking  in  at  a  glance  this  splendid  panorama  of  hill  and 
plain,  of  mountain  side  and  vale,  of  fertile  field  and  busy  mart  of 
trade,  it  would  seem  scarce  credible  that  this  spot,  so  favored  by 
nature  and  improved  by  man,  could  have  been  in  the  recent  past  the 
scene  of  armed  contest  between  men  of  the  same  blood  and  lineage, 
having  the  same  pride  and  the  same  traditions,  like  hopes  and 
aspirations.  To  one  familiar  with  the  bitterness  and  heartburning 
that  the  history  of  those  times  recalls  it  would  seem  even  less 
credible  that  the  men  of  the  South  could  be  here  to  perpetuate  by 
monumental  record  the  memory  of  their  own  achievements.  Is  it  then 
difficult  to  realize  that  the  choicest  handiwork  of  nature  and  of 
man  may,  in  the  track  of  human  passion,  be  trampled  in  the  dust? 

'A  field  of  the  dead  rushes  red  upon  the  sight'  in  quick  response. 

Is  it  difficult  for  us,  in  our  conception  of  the  workings  of  human 
nature,  to  realize  the  possibilities  exemplified  by  the  courteous 
recognition  of  our  privileges  on  this  field,  thus  made  a  common 
heritage?  Let  us  all  with  bowed  heads  have  thankful  hearts  that 
time,  the  great  healer  and  assuager,  has  so  far  softened  the  memory, 
so  far  healed  the  bitterness  of  the  past,  that  the  men  of  Maryland 
who  once  upheld  the  banner  of  the  Southern  Cross  --  may  here  erect, 
under  the  very  shadow  of  tributes  to  the  Union  dead,  this  memorial 
evidence  of  soldierly  work  demanded,  and  soldierly  work  well  done, 
by  the  men  of  their  command  on  the  fateful  days  of  Gettysburg. 

'Without  all  thought  of  bitterness,  without  all  fear  of  miscon¬ 
ception,  lift  we  then  the  curtain  of  the  past,  knowing  that  behind 
its  folds  there  is  to  us  no  shame,  to  those  who  were  our  enemies  no 
cause  for  further  estrangement  or  distrust. 

'We  stand,  ray  friends,  where  for  the  three  long  July  days  of 
'63  the  armies  of  Lee  and  Meade,  with  almost  more  than  human  effort 
and  endurance,  strove  for  victory.  This  alone  would  render  it 
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a  point  of  no  ordinary  interest  even  to  the  casual  passer-by.  To 
every  American  there  is  something  more.,  for  as  by  intuitive  percep¬ 
tion  it  is  felt  that  the  contest  here  had  in  it  those  features  that 
give  it  rank  in  the  history  of  nations  by  the  side  of  the  mighty 
conflicts  that  in  their  results  have  marked  out  the  destiny  of  the 
world.  Upon  the  issue  of  that  contest  hung,  so  far  as  human  intel¬ 
ligence  can  tell  of  possible  results,  the  decision  of  questions 
that  dating  back  for  their  inception  to  the  very  foundation  of  our 
government,  had,  as  matters  of  prime  political  faith  handed  down 
from  father  to  son,  been  so  cherished  by  generation  after  generation 
of  the  two  great  sections  of  the  Worth  and  South  that  their  lines  of 
political  thought  had  at  length  so  diverged  that  there  was  no  pos¬ 
sible  outcome  save  by  resort  to  that  dread  arbiter  from  whose 
decision  there  can  be  no  appeal.  With  full  realization  of  the 
responsibilities  involved  in  the  act,  the  gauntlet  was  thrown  into 
the  arena;  with  equal  resolution  and  resolve  it  was  lifted  from  the 
dust.  There  was  no  paltering  upon  either  side  with  the  magnitude 
of  the  interests  at  stake,  and  the  preparations  were  commensurate 
with  the  powers  that  were  to  be  opposed. 

'Two  years  of  the  stubborn  trial  of  strength  passed  by,  and 
the  end  seemed  as  far  off  as  at  the  beginning.  Manassas  and  Seven 
Pines,  Donelson  and  Pittsburg,  the  trial  of  the  Seven  Days,  and 
the  contest  of  Antietam,  Corinth  and  Perryville,  Fredericksburg, 
Chancellors ville I  On  these,  and  on  an  hundred  other  battlefields, 
the  insatiate  demand  or  the  Moloch  of  civil  war  had  been  met,  and 
still  there  was  no  rift  to  be  seen  in  the  cloud  that  hung  as  a  pall 
over  the  homes  of  the  millions  of  our  land.  From  the  sighing 
forests  of  Maine  to  where  the  tropic  tides  throb  upon  our  Southern 
shore,  here  in  the  land  of  Penn,  there  by  the  fireside  of  the  home 
of  Washington,  where  Hudson  trod,  and  where  De  Soto  caught  his 
Eldorado,  there  in  that  mighty  region  whose  life  blood  pulses  in 
the  restless  flow  of  the  father  of  waters,  from  the  Atlantic  to 
the  Pacific,  in  hamlet,  town  and  village,  and  in  quiet  country 
home,  there  was  the  sound  of  wailing  and  the  cry  of  woe.  Yet  none 
the  less  from  North  to  South,  from  East  to  West,  the  fire  of  battle 
still  fiercely  glowed  in  every  heart . 

'But  even  then  the  mighty  fiat  had  gone  forth,  and  the  day  was 
close  at  hand  when  the  supreme  effort  was  to  be  made  that  was  to 
determine  upon  which  side  the  meed  of  the  victory  should  rest.  And 
it  was  here  --  here  that  the  men  that  followed  Lee  met  with  that 
crushing  repulse  that  gave  to  the  ensuing  contests  those  features 
that,  culminating  on  the  plains  of  Appomattox  with  the  fading  from 
our  view  of  the  knightly  crest  of  Lee,  caused  to  be  furled  for  aye 
that  banner  so  long  upheld  in  honor  and  in  pride. 

'At  no  time  since  the  first  sound  of  war  had  rung  throughout 
the  land  had  the  heart  of  the  South  beat  with  more  hopeful  aspiration 
than  when,  in  the  early  summer  of  '63,  the  line  of  march  was  taken  up 
and  the  movement  northward  was  begun.  With  full  ranks  and  as  high 
resolve  the  opposing  force  met  one  by  one  the  moves  of  Lee.  With 
march  and  countermarch,  with  thrust  and  feint  and  hurrying  to  and  fro 
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of  armed  battalions  and  brilliant  strategy,,  the  game  of  war  vas 
played,  till  here,  where  no  sound  of  war's  alarms  had  ever  come,  with 
a  shock  that  was  felt  to  the  utmost  bounds  of  our  continental  domain, 
the  battle  of  destiny  was  joined. 

'The  character  of  the  campaign,  impressed  upon  it  from  its 
incipiency,  had  marked  out  for  Lee  the  necessity  for  inception  in 
attack,  and  his  was  not  a  nature  to  hesitate  when  the  time  for  action 
had  come,  nor  were  his  the  men  to  cause  a  feeling  of  doubt  in  the 
heart  of  their  commander.  After  the  first  day's  engagement,  favor¬ 
able  to  the  Confederate  arms,  calmly  and  with  a  soldier's  eye  he 
viewed  the  difficulties  to  be  overcome,  estimating  at  their  full 
value  the  advantages  to  be  gained  by  possible  success,  weighing  well 
the  resources  at  his  command,  and  relying  upon  his  trusty  soldiery 
to  do  all  that  men  might  do,  he  determined  upon  a  continuance  of  the 
contest.  And  so  for  two  more  days  of  bloodshed,  from  here  at  Culp's 
Hill,  there  upon  the  cemetery  slopes,  and  further  on,  where  the 
grand  charge  of  Pickett  and  his  Virginians  was  met  by  the  storm  of 
shot  and  shell  that  swept  them,  even  at  the  moment  of  victory,  from 
existence,  and  further  still,  to  where  in  the  far  distance  Round 
Top  frowns  at  the  extreme  left  of  the  Federal  line,  with  all  the 
appliances  of  modern  warfare  brought  into  play,  the  fierce  attack 
and  desperate  resistance  in  very  revelry  of  death  went  on.  Gallant¬ 
ly,  most  gallantly,  had  the  men  of  his  command  responded  to  Lee's 
appeal,  but  the  work  demanded  was  beyond  human  performance.  And 
when,  on  the  morning  of  the  fourth,  the  day  dawn  came  to  look  upon 
the  dead  that  along  these  slopes  in  thousands  lay  cold  and  stark 
together,  upon  the  wounded  and  the  dying  crowded  close  in  ranks  un¬ 
numbered  in  the  hospitals  at  the  rear,  upon  the  thinned  and  wasted 
remnant  of  the  host  that  for  three  long  days  had  striven  in  the  very 
jaws  of  death  for  victory,  upon  every  feature  of  the  scene,  ready 
as  that  remnant  was  for  renewal  of  the  contest,  there  was  impressed 
the  evidence,  plain  now,  though  unacknowledged  then,  that  the 
beginning  of  the  end  had  come.  What  matters  it  that  Lee,  as  he 
fell  back  sorely  wounded,  presented  a  front  so  bold  and  an  array  so 
compact  that  even  the  stout  hearts  of  Meade  and  his  lieutenants 
hesitated  to  strike  at  the  foe  in  retreat!  What  matter  the  days  of 
the  Wilderness,  the  gallant  charge  at  Lookout  Heights,  or  the  dreary 
hours  in  the  trenches  at  Petersburg!  It  was  here  that  the  chief 
act  of  the  great  drama  was  played  --  all  that  went  before  the  pre¬ 
lude;  all  else  the  sequel. 

'The  military  mind  and  the  popular  heart  have  united  in  select¬ 
ing  this  as  the  one  battle-field  whose  distinctive  features  are  to 
be  preserved  by  enduring  monuments  that  will  tell  to  future  ages  and 
to  coming  generations  the  story  that  was  writ  in  their  fathers'  blood. 
Memorial  stones,  recording  brilliant  deeds  and  bold  achievement,  with 
tributes  to  the  dead  upon  the  field  of  honor,  are  to  be  seen  on  every 
side.  Here  Reynolds  fell,  there  Vincent  bravely  died;  here  Kane 
upheld  his  Pennsylvania  pride,  there  Hancock  in  his  splendor  fought 
with  nerve  of  steel;  here  Farnsworth,  there  Weed  and  Hazlett  fell; 
here  Slocum  held  his  vantage  around,  there  Gibbon  met  the  fierce 
assault  of  Trimble  and  of  Armistead.  Splendid  memories,  well 
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deserving  a  nation's  pride.  But  in  all  this  the  story  is  but  half 
told,  and  now  the  managing  control  has,  with  liberal  and  broad 
appreciation  of  its  duties  and  obligations,  thrown  wide  the  door  to 
the  survivors  of. the  Confederate  commands  to  complete  the  record, 
worthy  in  its  entirety  to  be  engraved  'with  an  iron  pen,  in  lead, 
upon  the  rock  forever ' . 

'The  first  to  avail  themselves  of  the  privilege  thus  accorded 
is  the  regiment  to  which  I  had  the  honor  of  belonging,  known  then  as 
the  First  and  afterwards  as  the  Second  Maryland  Infantry,  and  we,  the 
survivors,  are  here  to  mark  the  point  gained  within  the  opposing 
lines,  at  the  close  of  the  second  day's  engagement,  and  further  to 
indicate  the  movements  made  on  the  following  morning,  of  the  nature 
of  a  forlorn  hope,  when  the  handful  left  were  well  nigh  destroyed. 

'The  history  and  character  of  that  command  are  in  some  points 
peculiar,  and  it  is  not  altogether  inappropriate  that  to  it  should 
have  been  reserved  the  honor  and  the  privilege  of  being  the  first 
Confederate  organization  to  mark  its  place  and  indicate  its  deed 
upon  this  field.  Strictly  a  volunteer  organization  at  the  outstart, 
it  retained  that  feature,  soon  in  great  degree  peculiar  to  itself, 
till  the  close  of  its  existence.  Again,  the  men  who,  with  the 
courage  of  their  convictions,  left  their  homes  in  Maryland  to  cast 
their  fortunes  with  the  South  were  no  more  agitators  or  disorgani- 
zers.  The  historic  names  of  the  Goldsboroughs  and  the  Johnsons, 
the  Halls  and  Steuarts,  the  Tilghmans  and  the  Howards,  the  Pacas, 
the  Carrolls  and  the  Barneys,  the  Stones  and  Lloyds  who  filled  our 
ranks,  give  token  of  no  churlish  or  ignoble  blood,  the  descendants 
of  the  men  who  formed  their  State  and  who  made  the  history  of  their 
colony,  whether  by  sword  or  pen,  to  shine  with  peculiar  lustre, 
even  in  the  brilliant  period  of  the  revolutionary  epoch,  these  men 
but  put  in  practice  the  lessons  they  had  learned  from  childhood 
when  they  staked  their  honor  and  their  all  and  offered  up  their 
lives  upon  the  altar  of  devotion  in  the  effort  to  maintain  the 
principles  of  their  political  faith. 

'The  representatives  in  the  Confederate  service  of  this  phase 
of  Maryland  sentiment  were  scattered  far  and  wide,  attached  to 
various  and  widely- separated  commands.  The  attempts  to  unite  them 
in  one  command  for  many  reasons  failed,  and  it  thus  happened  that 
the  Second  Infantry,  in  some  sense  to  be  considered  the  successor 
of  the  old  First  that  fought  at  Manassas,  was  the  only  Maryland 
organization  of  that  arm  in  the  service,  and  its  members  conse¬ 
quently  felt  as  a  body  and  as  individuals  a  peculiar  pride  that 
upon  them,  small  though  their  numbers  were,  fell  in  large  degree 
the  duty  and  the  obligation  of  upholding  the  honor  of  their  native 
State.  This  monument  will  tell  whether  or  not  that  Honor  was  safely 
lodged  and  cared  for. 

• 

'The  part  played  by  the  regiment  in  this  connection  is  not  long 
to  tell.  The  morning  of  the  29th  of  June  found  it  in  camp  near 
Carlisle,  under  field  officers  Lieut.  Col.  Herbert  and  Major 
Goldsborough .  It  was  attached  to  the  brigade  of  Gen.  Geo.  H.  Steuart, 
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in  Johnson's  division,  Ewell's  corps.  When  the  command  moved  from 
camp  on  that  morning  it  was  with  ill-concealed  dissatisfaction  that 
the  men  found  the  movement  to  he,  as  they  supposed,  one  of  retreat. 
It  was  not  until  the  morning  of  the  first  of  July  that  the  movement 
was  so  far  developed  that  its  aggressive  character  became  plain. 

When  the  sounds  of  the  engagement  then  progressing  at  Gettysburg 
first  struck  upon  their  ears  as  they  reached  the  crest  of  the 
ridge  that  shuts  in  the  Cumberland  Valley  upon  this  side,  and 
the  word  was  passed  along  the  line,  'Close  up,  men;  close  up. 

Hill's  corps  is  in',  the  wild  shouts  and  hearty  cheers  and 
quickened  pace  showed  how  ready  they  were  for  the  fray. 

'Passing  over  the  scene  of  the  first  day's  engagement,  they 
bivouaced  for  the  night  in  the  open  ground  to  the  north  and  east  of 
the  town,  sharing  in  the  general  belief  that  before  the  dawn  of 
another  day  they  would  be  called  upon  to  charge  the  heights  frown¬ 
ing  in  their  front.  It  was  with  something  of  a  feeling  of  dismay, 
certainly  with  one  of  disappointment,  that  the  tired  men  were 
roused  from  their  slumbers  on  the  following  morning  to  find  the 
sun  high  in  the  heavens  and  no  movement  made.  From  their  somewhat 
exposed  situation  they  were  moved  to  the  protection  of  the  wooded 
ground,  still  further  to  the  east,  and  there,  in  anxious  anticipa¬ 
tion,  they  awaited  the  signal  for  advance,  which  they  knew  could 
not  be  long  delayed.  At  last,  about  four  in  the  afternoon,  the 
signal-gun  was  fired.  In  an  instant  the  roar  and  din  of  over  200 
field-pieces  filled  the  air,  telling  but  too  plainly  what  work 
would  be  required  of  them  before  many  moments  had  passed. 

'The  fire  slackens,  and  their  veteran  experience  tells  them 
that  the  infantry  is  now  to  be  called  into  action.  The  command  is 
given,  and  steadily  given,  and  steadily  the  line  moves  on  closer 
and  closer  still  to  the  foot  of  the  heights,  where  are  the  serried 
lines  of  infantry  and  the  numberless  batteries  posted  too  far  above 
our  own  to  be  engaged  with  prospect  of  advantage.  The  balls  begin 
to  tell  before  Rock  Creek  is  gained.  Crossing  that,  the  difficult 
ascent  begins,  the  fire  thickens  and  the  shrieking  shells  fill  all 
the  air  with  horrid  sound,  but  still  the  line  moves  on  over  the 
hugh  projecting  rocks,  men  falling  at  every  step,  till  at  last,  by 
nine  at  night,  the  position  is  reached  that  is  to  be  marked  by  the 
stone  we  rear  today.  Herbert  is  down  and  the  line  is  fearfully- 
thinned;  but  it  is  no  time  to  count  the  losses  --  only  time  to  think 
of  the  enemy  in  front  and  upon  the  flank.  For  the  tired  men  there 
is  to  be  little  rest  or  sleep,  for,  wedged  in  as  they  are  in  danger¬ 
ous  proximity  to  the  very  vitals  of  the  Federal  line,  the  position 
must  be  held,  no  matter  at  what  hazard,  and  scarce  a  man  can  be 
spared  from  the  active  watch.  They  know,  too,  that  the  work  before 
them  when  the  morning  dawns  is  to  be  of  more  trial  still,  and  so 
they  pass  the  night,  not  knowing  when  the  fierce  rush  may  be  made 
in  the  attempt  to  hurl  them  from  their  place,  knowing  nothing  of 
support  to  the  right  or  to  the  left,  trusting  that  all  is  well,  and 
ready,  when  the  command  is  given,  for  further  sacrifice. 
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'When  the  daylight  comes  they  find  themselves  almost  alone.  They 
stand  upon  the  extreme  left  of  the  line,  with  only  the  fraction  that 
remains  of  the  Tenth  Virginia  further  on.  The  position  seems  scarcely 
tenable  when,  after  having  lain  for  hours  under  a  withering  fire  of 
infantry  and  artillery,  the  order  comes  for  a  charge  upon  the  works 
to  the  right  and  front.  The  men  are  no  novices  in  the  art  of  war  and 
they  know  that  the  move  is  desperate.  But  the  order  is  imperative 
and  it  is  not  their  part  to  question  --  only  to  obey.  Our  gallant 
brigadier,  with  a  full  heart,  passes  along  the  line,  changes  the 
direction,  sees  that  all  is  ready,  then,  with  bright  blade  waving 
high,  with  clear  command  cries  'Forward, '  and  leads  the  way. 

'It  was  but  a  little  way  to  go.  As  the  line,  well  preserved, 
passed  into  the  opening  just  beyond,  a  burst  of  flame  and  shot  and 
shell  seemed  to  sweep  the  devoted  band  from  earth.  To  advance  was 
impossible  --  the  odds  ahead  were  too  fearfully  apparent;  to  remain 
was  simple  madness.  There  was  no  alternative,  and  so  the  order  to 
retire  was  given,  and  when  the  little  handful  was  assembled,  under 
the  command  of  the  gallant  Torsch,  further  down  the  slope  the  sur¬ 
vivors  looked  around  with  wonder  that  even  they  were  left  alive.  Of 
the  400  who  started  to  climb  the  slope  more  than  200  fell;  some,  in 
the  confusion  of  the  night's  engagement,  had  wandered  into  the  enemy's 
lines;  all  of  the  staff  and  Murray,  the  first  captain,  gone;  Murray 
dead  nearly  at  the  foot  of  the  entrenchments.  Such  is  the  simple 
story  that  this  tablet  tells. 

'Comrades,  we  have  together  shared  trials  and  dangers  that  knit 
our  hearts  as  one,  by  ties  the  strongest  that  man  can  know,  and  of 
all  the  memories  that  cluster  about  our  hearts  there  are  none  that 
appeal  more  strongly  to  our  tenderest  affections  and  to  our  pride 
than  those  that  are  immediately  recalled  by  our  ceremonies  of  today, 
and  I  cannot  but  feel  and  give  expression  to  the  feeling  that  I  have 
been  honored  far  above  my  deserving  in  having  been  selected  as  the 
organ  of  your  feelings  and  affections  on  an  occasion  such  as  this. 
Conscious  of  the  many  obligations  under  which  your  unvarying  kind¬ 
ness  and  good-will  laid  me  when  associated  together  in  the  honorable 
career  of  arms,  I  rely  upon  your  kindness  and  forbearance  if  I  have 
not  come  up  to  the  full  measure  of  your  expectations.  In  few  and 
simple  words  I  have  recalled  the  story  we  would  not  willingly  let 
die.  A  tongue  more  eloquent  and  a  heart  less  full  might  have  done 
it  ampler  justice. 

'Comrades,  we  go  to  our  homes  when  our  ceremonies  are  over  con¬ 
scious  of  having  performed  a  most  sacred  duty.  In  the  time  to  come 
some  one  of  us  may  stand  under  the  shadow  of  this  monument  to  tell 
of  the  labor  and  work  of  dear  companions  gone  to  those  who  know  of 
our  days  of  sacrifice  and  devotion  only  as  matters  of  old  tradition, 
and  the  reply  may  rise  to  the  lips,  'And  yet  you  failed',  and  you 
shall  say,  'Not  so;  not  so.'  Failure  is  in  duty  left  undone.  Obey¬ 
ing  the  call  of  sacred  obligation,  we  did  our  part  as  best  we  might, 
trusting  for  our  justification  to  the  God  that  ruled  our  hearts  and 
had  our  cause  in  hand.  To  Him  and  to  His  will  we  bowed. ' 
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'And  now,  sir,  it  is  my  duty  and  my  great  pleasure  to  turn  over 
to  the  charge  of  the  association  which  you  represent  this  memorial 
of  the  deeds  of  the  sons  of  Maryland  whose  cause  was  lost  in  the 
clash  of  arms.  You  will  guard  it  well,  not  as  a  tribute  to  the  cause 
that's  dead,  but  as  an  added  page  to  the  great  record  you  have  in 
charge  --  a  record  which  belongs  to  no  section  and  to  no  time,  the 
joint  heritage  of  the  North  and  of  the  South,  and  of  right  to  be 
transmitted  in  all  its  fullness  to  the  ages  yet  to  came.' 


CAPT.  WM.  H.  MURRAY 
died  at  Gettysburg  3  July  1863 

"Levying,  he  uicu  an  example  bright  to  £oHou),  Vead,  he  lb  a  bplendld 
meinoxy  that  u>e  mobt  gladly  honosi." 

.  .  G.T.,  page  9 

"1  liked  him ,  and  he  u)ab  a  filne  boldleti,  a  £ Ine  Captain ." 

.  .  page  S3 
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TRANSCRIPT  OF  VIARV  KEPT  8V  J .  M.  THOMAS,  1861-1865 


1861 

May  22.  Left  home  on  Wednesday,  May  the  22nd,  l86l,  8.30  o'clock 

P.  M. 

May  23*  Breakfasted  May  the  23rd  at  Mr.  Plowden's;  dined  at  Col. 
Dent's;  (Note  l)  from  his  house  left  for  Virginia  in  Dr.  Comb's 
sailboat,  leaving  the  Maryland  shore  just  before  sunset.  Reached 
Mr.  Lampkin's,  on  Maddox  creek,  Westmoreland  County,  Va.  about 
11  o'clock  P.  M.  Very  kindly  received.  Started  for  Port  Royal 
Friday  morning,  May  the  24th,  under  the  guidance  of  Dr.  Ditty.  He 
kindly  arranged  everything  for  us  and  preceded  us  as  far  as  Port 
Royal.  Dined  at  a  private  house  and  reached  Port  Conway,  where  we 
crossed  the  Rappahannock  river  to  Port  Royal.  Very  kindly  enter¬ 
tained  there  while  one  of  the  gentlemen  made  arrangements  for 
a  wagon  to  take  us  to  Milford  Station,  on  the  Richmond  and  Acquia 
Creek  road.  Reached  Richmond  about  midnight  on  Friday,  the  24th. 
Stopped  at  the  "Exchange  and  Ballard".  [Notes  begin  page  89.] 

May  25*  Enrolled  in  Company  "B"  Maryland  Guards  at  9  o'clock  A.  M. 
Saturday.  (Note  2). 

Started  about  11  A.  M.  for  camp  at  the  new  fair  grounds; 
encamped  in  the  swine  sheds,  and  got  along  very  comfortably. 

May  28.  Ordered  off  at  3  A.  M.,  Tuesday,  the  28th,  and  stopped 
in  Petersburg  all  night.  Met  with  a  very  pleasant  reception, 
particularly  from  the  ladies.  Among  the  latter  were  Miss  Mary  M. 
Robison  and  Misses  Delia,  Ella  Martha  and  Nannie  R.  Carrington. 

Also  Miss  Sarah  Carrington  of  Richmond.  These  ladies  were  very 
kind  in  making  up  little  things  for  us,  and  in  rendering  our  time 
agreeable . 

May  29*  We  left  Petersburg  about  8  A.  M.  May  29th  under  orders  to 
proceed  to  Norfolk,  unless  otherwise  directed.  Reached  Suffolk  about 
10.30  A.  M.  and  received  a  despatch  to  remain  there.  Were  quartered 
in  the  C.  H.,  a  fine  brick  building  with  large  windows,  and  a  fine, 
shady  yard.  In  the  rear  was  the  jail,  in  which  was  confined  a  spy. 

May  31*  Friday,  May  the  31st,  7  l/4  P.  M.  started  on  a  march  of 
ten  miles  for  Chuckatuck.  Reached  it  at  10. 30  P.  M.  having  made  the 
march  in  3  l/4  hrs .  including  25  minutes  lost  in  rests.  Were  about 
to  quarter  in  the  Masonic  Hall,  but  received  invitations  from 
several  residents  to  go  in  squads  to  their  houses  to  sup  and  lodge; 
accepted  by  the  officers  much  to  our  gratification. 

I  stopped  at  Mr.  Godwin' s,  enjoyed  the  supper  and  rested  well. 

Much  pleased  with  Mrs.  G.;  all  were  very  hospitable.  Mr.  G.  brought 
out  some  fine  five-year-old  "apple  jack"  which  was  much  appreciated. 

■jp 

June  1.  Ordered  back  to  Suffolk  Saturday  June  the  1st  and  reached  ^ 
there  about  2  A.  M.  on  the  2nd. 
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June  2.  Thus  far  we  were  under  the  orders  of  Col.  F.  E.  Thomas, 
the  company  being  commanded  by  Capt.  J.  Lysle  Clark  with  R.  Curzon 
Hoffman  as  1st  Lieut.,  W.  Stewart  Symington,  2nd  Lieut,  and  Jos. 

Selby,  3rd  Lieut.,  Geo.  G.  Gibson,  Richard  Mason  Barnes,  Jno.  W. 

Scott,  D.  Bowly  Thompson  and  C.  E.  Hayward,  Sergts. 

June  5«  On  Wednesday,  June  5th,  ordered  by  Genl.  Huger  to  take  cars 
for  Richmond  on  the  6th.  This  order  was  received  with  shouts  by  the 
men,  the  prevailing  wish  being  to  be  stationed  near  Maryland,  and 
where  there  is  likely  to  be  a  battle. 

June  6.  Today,  the  6th,  a  tug  came  up  the  Nansemond  to  take  down 
two  cannon.  Federal  troops  now  on  the  north  side  of  James  river, 
near  its  mouth,  also  at  and  near  Fortress  Monroe.  Left  Suffolk  at 
1.30  P.  M.  At  Petersburg  were  kindly  greeted  by  the  ladies  and  the 
crowd.  Marched  through  and  took  the  cars  for  Richmond,  when  cross¬ 
ing  the  long  bridge  near  Richmond,  Higgins,  an  Irishman,  being 
"tight"  charged  bayonets  on  a  following  engine  and  fell.  He  came 
near  falling  over  the  edge  of  the  bridge,  which  is  40  or  50  ft. 
above  the  water;  his  legs  overhung  the  side.  This  man,  I  hear  was 
married  to  a  Northern  woman.  He  placed  his  wife  under  the  protection 
of  his  family  and  joined  us.  Reached  camp  at  night.  Called  for  and 
heard  Col.  Gilhan.  We  then  repaired  to  the  pig-sties  which  we  found 
quite  filthy.  Cleaned  them  out  and  "went  to  bed",  which  means  that 
each  man  rolled  himself  in  his  blanket  and  lay  down  upon  the  ground 
to  rest.  Before  retiring  we  had  supper;  this  being  some  bread  and 
molasses  issued  to  the  men,  which  took  the  place  also  of  dinner 
since  we  had  passed  the  day  without  any. 

June  8.  On  Saturday,  June  the  8th,  about  5*30  P.  M.,  we  marched 
to  town  with  drum  and  fife,  the  musicians  being  a  part  of  the  cadets ' 
band  from  the  V.  M.  I.  We  proceeded  to  the  Capitol  Square  to  receive 
a  banner  presented  to  the  Md.  Line  by  the  ladies  of  Baltimore.  It 
was  brought  over  by  Mrs.  Col.  McLoughlin,  and  given  to  us  by  her, 
through  ex-Senator  Mason.  Col.  Thomas  made  a  few  remarks  in  response. 
In  the  centre  of  the  Capitol  grounds  is  a  monument  surmounted  by  an 
equestrian  statue  of  Genl.  Washington;  below  are  three  statues, 
Jefferson,  Mason  and  Patrick  Henry.  It  is  a  very  fine  monument  of 
brown  stone.  The  grounds  are  large  with  fine  walks  and  two  jets. 

June  13.  June  13th  observed  as  a  day  of  fasting  and  prayer  through¬ 
out  the  Southern  Confederacy.  Late  in  the  evening  company  "D" 

(Capt.  Murray)  came  out  and  took  possession  of  the  "Horticultural 
and  Domestic"  quarters.  My  brother  George  is  First  Lieutenant. 

June  15.  June  the  15th  (I  think)  Mike  Robertson's  Company  (c)  came 
in  and  bunked  next  to  us;  Hugh  Mitchell  1st  Lieut,  and  Dr.  James 
Bean  2nd  Lieut . 

June  17.  June  17th  I  obtained  a  transfer  to  Co.  "D".  Sergeant 
Sullivan,  W.  N.  Carr,  and  W.  F.  Smith,  were  also  transferred. 
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June  l8.  Sullivan,  Howard,  Stewart  and  Lyon  appointed  Sergeants. 
Gilmor,  Johnson,  Macall  and  W.  Lemon,  appointed  Corporals. 

June  19.  Mustered  in  for  the  war  under  the  impression  that  we  could 
not  muster  in  otherwise.  Afterwards,  I  believe,  this  was  changed 
by  the  desire  of  the  Co.  expressed  through  the  Captain. 

June  20.  Received  a  flag  from  Miss  Rider  of  Baltimore  worked  by  her 
own  hands.  She  rode  out  on  the  parade  ground,  dressed  in  a  liberty 
dress  and  bearing  the  flag.  She  was  very  small  and  a  good  horse¬ 
woman  for  one  of  her  size. 

June  22.  Ordered  to  Winchester  to  join  the  First  Maryland  Regiment. 
The  main  part  of  the  baggage  was  sent  to  the  Central  R.  R.  depot  in 
the  evening.  I  was  detailed  as  one  of  the  Guard. 

June  23.  Sunday,  6. 30  A.  M.  companies  "A"  &  "D"  left  Richmond. 

At  the  plains  stopped  for  about  10  minutes.  This  was  about  5  P.  M. 

I  had  eaten  no  breakfast  nor  dinner,  had  not  a  cent  and  could 
borrow  none  conveniently.  I  told  Mr.  Chin,  who  kept  the  hotel,  that 
I  had  no  money  and  asked  for  a  biscuit.  He  told  me  not  to  mind  that, 
but  go  and  eat  dinner.  I  thanked  him  and  enjoyed  it  very  much. 
Reached  Strasburg  about  8  P.  M.;  slept  on  the  piazza  of  the  church. 
Left  there  at  8  A.  M. 

June  2b .  June  24th  with  six  wagons,  an  omnibus  and  two  stages; 
reached  Winchester  at  2  P.  M.  Camped  l/2  mile  out  on  the  Romney 
road. 

June  25 •  Joined  by  eight  Maryland  companies  being  the  balance  of 
our  regiment.  (Note  3) 

June  26.  On  dress  parade  received  orders  placing  us  in  the  fourth 
brigade  with  the  13th  Virginia,  3rd  Tennessee,  and  10th  Va.  Regts, 
ours  being  the  1st  Maryland.  Also  an  order  appointing  Col.  Elsey  to 
the  command  of  the  Brigade.  Another  making  Lieut.  Ward  acting 
Adjutant.  Today  we  elected  Corporal  Gilmor  Junior  Second  Lieutenant. 
George  quite  sick.  He  was  taken  to  ex-Senator  Mason's.  The  family 
was  very  kind  to  us  and  invited  me  to  come  and  stay  there  as  much  as 
possible . 

June  27  and  28.  Dined  at  Mr.  Mason's.  Supped  there  on  the  29th  and 
returned  to  camp  at  tattoo.  By  invitation  from  the  ladies  returned 
for  the  night.  Passed  the  sentinels  by  Capt.  Murray. 

June  30*  Left  the  breakfast  table  without  ceremony  to  answer  roll- 
call  at  8  l/2  A.  M.;  at  9  A.  M.  had  muster-roll.  George  down  to 
dinner.  Heavy  rain.  Very  well  protected  by  the  tent,  which  is 
a  private  wall-tent.  Ten  are  in  it,  so  we  have  to  He  pretty  close, 
but  we  find  a  rainy-day  in  camp  rather  disagreeable.  We  find  visit¬ 
ing  when  we  get  a  chance,  a  pleasant  recreation.  The  ladies  I  met 
at  Mrs.  Mason's  are  Mrs.  M.,  Miss  J.  M.,  Miss  Ida  M.,  and  Mrs.  Ambler 
a  daughter  of  Mr.  Mason. 
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July  1.  Drilled  in  ranks  for  2  l/2  hrs.  Reveille  sound  at  4  l/2 
A.  M.,  tattoo  9  l/2  P.  M.  and  taps  at  10  P.  M.  Went  to  Mr.  Mason's 
at  1  P.  M.  Heard  day  before  yesterday  that  the  Northern  troops  had 
evacuated  Williamsport  and  moved  down  the  river.  Expect  they  will 
cross  today  or  tomorrow  (if  they  are  not  afraid)  and  will  either 
attack  us  or  Beauregard's  command  at  Manassas  Junction.  We  have 
137°0  men  here  and  at  Manassas  about  3^000.  Rained  considerably  in 
the  evening. 

July  2.  Clear,  with  a  brisk  breeze,  cool  and  bracing,  not  much  like 
July  weather.  I  have  been  wishing  to  celebrate  the  4th  by  a  victory; 
there  now  seems  some  chance.  About  1  P.  M.  received  orders  to  be 
prepared  to  march  at  a  moment's  notice  and  to  have  three  days  rations. 
It  is  rumored  that  they  are  fighting  hard  at  Williamsport.  George  is 
not  in  camp.  I  fear  I  will  not  see  him  before  we  start.  4  3/4  P.  M. 
left  camp.  Passed  through  Winchester  and  bivouacked  about  7  l/2  P.  M. 
in  a  clover  field;  our  company  detailed  as  guards.  I  was  on  guard 
from  2  to  4  o'clock.  Early  in  the  evening  saw  a  comet  near  the  Great 
Bear. 

July  3*  Reveille  sounded  before  I  went  to  sleep.  After  reveille 
I  had  a  short  nap.  Marched  to  a  woods  about  a  quarter  mile  short  of 
Bucklestown,  a  small  village  called  also  Darksville.  Had  Just  fallen 
asleep  with  a  stone  for  a  pillow  when  we  were  ordered  to  "fall  in". 
Jackson's  command  had  had  a  brush  with  the  enemy,  had  taken  about 
50  prisoners  and  retreated  from  superior  numbers.  They  are  bivouacked 
to  the  west  of  the  village,  and  we  to  the  east  in  an  open  clover  field. 

The  sun  pouring  down  -  shaded  a  little  by  my  blankets  -  slept  on 

our  arms.  Veiy  heavy  dew,  just  like  a  rain  blanket  got  very  wet. 

Received  my  first  letter  from  mother.  George  came  up  in  Sen.  Mason's 
carriage.  Not  entirely  recovered,  but  getting  along  pretty  well* 
Sleeping  in  the  heavy  dew  rather  injured  him. 

July  4.  Waiting  to  find  whether  the  enemy  will  advance,  or  force 
us  to  advance.  Nothing  of  importance;  in  the  evening  went  foraging 
with  two  others;  fell  in  with  some  morella  cherries  and  enjoyed  ^ 
them  very  much.  Had  to  go  2  l/2  miles  to  get  anything  to  eat,  then 
we  had  some  nice  milk,  bread  and  butter.  Had  pretty  heavy  battalion 
drill  over  the  hills  and  down  the  vales,  knap -sacks  and  all  on. 

July  5*  Another  severe  battalion  drill.  In  the  evening  went  to 
look  for  a  sulphur  spring  --  found  it  about  3/8  mile  to  the  S.  E. 
of  our  bivouac.  Bathed  and  went  across  the  country  to  visit  the 
cherry  trees.  To  my  chagrin  found  them  stripped.  Stayed  up  last 
night  until  1  l/2  A.  M.  cooking.  Reveille  sounded  at  2  A.  M.  We 
had  to  "fall  in"  with  knap -sacks  --  remained  in  ranks  some  time  but 
did  not  march. 

July  6.  Went  to  the  sulphur  spring  and  about  1  3/4  P.  M.  received 
notice  to  hurry  up  and  "fall  in".  The  whole  camp  was  under  arms  -- 
the  enemy  reported  to  be  advancing.  We  expected  at  attack  at  any 
moment.  Much  to  our  disgust,  after  waiting  some  time,  Col.  Stewart 
commenced  drilling  us  in  double-quick.  We  were  under  arms  until 
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5  P.  M.  There  being  no  show  of  a  fight,  we  then  broke  ranks.  Had 
to  change  our  camping  ground,  so  made  new  straw-sheds  in  a  different 
part  of  the  field.  Had  a  fine  dinner;  3  pieces  of  ham,  one  corn- 
cake  and  one  flour-cake.  These  George  sent  to  me  while  on  guard. 
Decidedly  the  best  meal  I  have  eaten  since  I  left  Winchester. 

July  7.  Sunday.  Early  in  the  morning  received  orders  from  Genl. 
Johnston  stating  he  had  offered  battle  to  the  enemy  for  four  days;  ^ 
that  they  would  not  accept  it;  that  it  would  cost  too  much  loss  of 
life  for  us  to  attack  them;  we  should  resume  our  former  position. 

He  complimented  U6  and  "hoped  we  would  obey  this  order  as  cheerfully 
as  the  former  one".  From  the  bivouac  to  Camp  Johnson  our  former 
place  of  residence  is  about  19  miles.  We  had  scarcely  any  breakfast  -- 
in  fact  Bince  we  left  camp  J.  we  never  had  more  than  two  meals  a  day 
and  sometimes  only  one.  On  the  way  I  stopped  at  a  farm-house  and 
had  some  nice  milk,  bread  and  meat.  Caught  the  regt .  at  the  next  rest. 
Stopped  about  two  hours  in  the  woods  about  4  l/2  miles  from  Winchester 
and  then  took  up  the  line  of  march.  Many  had  dropped  off.  A  Va.  regt. 
was  now  ahead;  as  usual  they  marched  at  a  snail's  pace  --  very  tire¬ 
some.  I,  with  others,  went  ahead,  and  arrived  at  camp  l/2  hr.  before 
the  company.  Was  put  on  guard  that  evening  for  the  next  24  hrs . 

July  8.  Received  a  letter  from  Mother. 

July  9*  Very  heavy  rain;  some  of  the  largest  drops  I  ever  saw.  The 
other  six  Md.  companies  received  their  tents  Just  before  the  rain. 
Streams  of  water  ran  through  some  of  our  tents,  though  our  special 
one  was  quite  dry,  the  chief  objection  is  the  mud.  You  go  out,  get 
muddy,  have  no  mat,  and  consequently  soil  your  tent  floor.  This  is 
very  unpleasant  as  you  have  to  sleep  on  it.  Fired  the  guns  off. 

They  had  been  loaded  when  near  Darks vi lie. 

July  10.  Received  orders  to  strike  tents  and  march.  Started,  and 

when  about  3/8  mile  off  just  to  our  spring  were  turned  back.  Stacked 
arms,  and  awaited  orders  for  about  4  or  5  hours  then  returned  to  our 
camping  ground  with  orders  to  cook  rations  for  3  days. 


I  was  detailed  as  one  of  the  cooks.  Had  no  dinner,  but  a  pretty 
large  supper,  of  rice  cakes  and  meat.  Pitched  only  two  or  three 
tents.  A  heavy  rain  during  the  evening.  This  set  back  the  cooking 
very  much.  I  and  most  of  the  company  slept  on  the  ground.  I  slept 
quite  comfortably.  Slept  on  our  arms  but  were  not  disturbed  during 
the  night.  The  general  impression  seems  to  be  that  we  must  have 
a  battle  in  a  few  hours. 

July  11.  Today  pitching  tents.  After  dress  parade,  obtained  per¬ 
mission  of  Lieutenant  Gilmor  in  command,  to  leave  camp.  Supped  at 
Sen.  Mason's.  My  first  visit  since  my  return  --  received  very 
cordially.  J.  S.  Lemmon  was  with  me. 

Mrs.  Ambler  proposed  that  we  should  go  to  see  seme  of  her 
cousins.  We  went  with  their  bro.  Mr.  Burrell  (?)  several  ladies 
and  gentlemen  there.  Mrs.  Dorsey  of  Elkridge,  Md.  sung.  Her  voice 
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very  cultivated,  and  rather  sweet  with  great  compass.  The  two 
Misses  B.  sung  very  sweetly.  In  return  (?)  several  of  us  gave  them 
"Peanuts",  and  "Gay  and  Happy".  They  seemed  to  enjoy  it.  I  spent 
a  very  pleasant  evening,  and  returned  about  11  P.  M.,  desiring  to 
have  many  such. 

July  13.  Rained  in  the  evening,  and  this  prevented  me  from  spending 
a  pleasant  evening  at  Sen.  Mason's. 

July  14.  Had  battalion  inspection  of  arms,  accoutrements,  ammuni¬ 
tion,  knapsacks,  and  general  appearance.  In  the  evening  regiment 
passed  in  review. 

July  15.  Struck  tents,  and  encamped  about  3/4  mile  from  Winchester  ..»> 
on  the  Darks vi lie  road.  Remained  there  until  Wed.  evening  (17th) 
awaiting  an  attack.  We  then  received  notice  that  Patterson  was  on 
the  march  via  Harper's  Ferry  to  unite  with  a  division  from  Alexandria. 

July  17.  Received  orders  to  march  to  Manassas  Junction,  and  left 
about  5  P*  M.  Marched  all  night,  and  reached  the  Shenandoah  (15  m.) 
via  Millwood. 

July  18.  Forded  the  river,  and  marched  all  night.  Reached  Paris, 
Friday  morning  (19th).  The  greater  part  of  the  troops  took  the  direct 
road  to  Piedmont,  to  take  the  cars.  We,  expecting  to  march  all  the 
way,  took  the  Manassas  road.  At  Upperville,  heard  that  we  also  must 
go  to  Piedmont.  Reached  it  Friday  night  (19th)  and  slept  in  the 
bottom. 

A  great  many  troops  were  there,  and  was  quite  a  dirty  place. 
Upperville  to  the  river  is  8  l/2  miles.  Upperville  to  Piedmont  is  ^ 
4  miles.  The  whole  march  then  was  27  l/2  miles.  Saturday,  we  were t  ^ 
marched  up  on  the  hill  and  in  the  woods.  Here,  as  a  very  unusual  ^ 
circumstance  I  note  that  we  had  both  shade  and  water  convenient. 

Slept  out  on  the  hill. 

July  21.  Sunday.  Started  about  daybreak  in  cars  for  Manassas 
Junction,  which  we  reached  about  11  l/2  A.  M.  The  two  armies  had 
been  fighting  all  day  about  4  miles  from  the  breastworks,  which  are 
at  the  Junction.  We  were  ordered  immediately  to  the  battle  field. 

The  fire  was  tremendous.  Our  brigade  when  inactive  laid  down.  The 
balls  were  whistling  over  us.  We  attacked  the  enemy  on  their  right 
flank  and  made  a  complete  rout.  Beauregard  said  the  "Maryland 
Brigade",  as  he  called  it,  "arrived  in  the  nick  of  time  and  saved 
the  day".  The  enemy  retired  precipitately.  Marching  about  on  the 
battle  field  fatigued  us  a  good  deal  (Note  4).  We  were  then 
bivouacked  about  2  miles  on  the  other  side  of  the  Junction.  Rained 
in  the  night  a  little  but  George  and  I  were  protected  by  a  blanket 
which  I  took  from  the  field. 

July  22.  Rained  incessantly.  We  had  no  shelter  except  some  arbors 
covered  with  oak  which  the  South  Carolinians  had  left.  Wringing  wet 
all  day,  and  up  nearly  all  night. 
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July  23.  Before  day  marched  for  Fairfax  Court  House.  The  mud  was 

terrible.  Before  this,  the  dust  had  been  about  4  inches  deep.  The 
distance  marched  about  15  or  1 6  miles.  When  on  the  battle  field 
men  were  picking  blackberries.  At  one  time  the  enemy  were  firing  at 
us  from  a  distance  of  not  more  than  30  or  40  yds.,  but  we  were 
mutually  hidden  by  a  thick  pine. 

Since  the  battle,  we  have  literally  been  living  on  the  enemies' 
provisions,  which  were  much  better  than  any  we  ever  had.  Just 
before  we  were  living  on  little  or  nothing. 

All  along  the  route  the  road  was  strewn  with  things  thrown  away. 

A  great  many  wagons  were  left  behind,  some  filled  with  ammunition, 
showing  their  haste  and  panic  fear.  While  at  F.  C.  H.  picketed  three 
times,  making  36  miles. 

Aug.  12.  Monday,  moved  camp  to  Fairfax  Station.  About  3  miles  from 
F.  C.  H.  Quite  muddy.  Rained  heavily  while  marching,  bad  weather 
all  day  and  night.  . 

Pitched  tents  in  open  field  about  a  l/4  mile  from  water. 

Aug.  21.  Cleared  up  last  night  for  the  first  time  since  we  arrived 
at  this  camp.  Mike  Robinson's  Co.  came  in  last  night  to  join  our 
regiment.  Appeared  to  be  a  fine  company  numbering  75*  (Note  5)» 

Aug.  26.  Monday  evening,  ordered  to  march.  Twice  before  we  had 
marched  out  about  2  miles,  rested  and  returned;  but  this  time  there 
was  no  false  alarm. 

We  went  to  Mason's  Hill,  about  2  miles  from  Anandale,  and 
11  from  uhis  camp.  We  arrived  a  few  moments  before  dawn.  Several 
of  our  companies  were  ordered  to  Munson's  Hill,  which  was  held  by 
the  Yankees.  Part  of  Longstreet's  brigade  was  there  also.  The  hill 
an  important  one  was  taken. 

Hugh  Mitchell  was  wounded  in  the  heel,  but  not  very  seriously. 

Our  company  was  kept  back  as  a  ^uard  for  Mason's  Hill.  This  name 
was  given  to  the  hill  on  which  stands  the  residence  of  Sen.  Mason's 
brother.  It  is  a  very  pretty  place,  from  which  Washington  and 
Alexandria  are  visible. 

I  there  had  a  view  of  the  Potomac  and  of  the  Md.  banks.  This 
was  a  pleasure,  but  I  longed  to  set  foot  on  them.  I  was  not  on 
Munson's  Hill,  but  I  understand  it  overlooks  the  streets  of 
Washington. 

Aug.  28.  We  came  back  to  camp,  being  relieved  by  a  part  of  our 
brigade. 

Sept.  1.  Sunday.  On  picket  at  Burke's  Sta.  l4  miles  from  Alexandria, 
and  about  3  from  here. 
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Had  quite  a  pleasant  time,  not  much  to  do,  and  a  fine  place  to 
stay.  Mr.  Marshall's  house  at  the  Station  is  surrounded  by  oaks  and 
a  very  pleasant  yard.  I  enjoyed  the  shade  very  much  as  also  the 
green  grass.  He  served  meals  to  us  at  25  cts.  which  were  real  treats 
to  us.  How  time  flies i 

I  have  been  in  Virginia  upwards  of  three  months.  I  expected 
to  be  in  Md.  ere  this,  yet  the  time  has  seemed  short  but  how  glad 
I  will  feel  when  once  I  step  on  Md.  soil  and  once  more  grasp  the 
hands  of  those  I  love.  God  grant  I  may  be  spared  to  do  it. 

I  think  the  chances  are,  that  we  shall  move  forward  soon,  but 
further  will  not  venture  an  opinion  even  to  myself.  I  am  not  tired 
of  this  life,  and  rather  enjoy  it,  but  do  not  enjoy  not  seeing  my 
friends  and  relatives.  I  often  think  of  one  and  all,  and  wonder  if 
they  think  often  of  me.  I  have  not  had  a  letter  for  seme  time,  but 
this  may  not  be  their  fault.  Well!  I  can  only  hope,  and  do  my  duty 
here . 

Sept.  11.  Wednesday.  Reveille  sounded  much  before  light.  We  were 
ordered  to  prepare  to  march. 

Arrived  that  evening  at  Falls  Church.  Marched  toward  Lunenburg, 
about  l/2  mile  and  halted. 

An  attack  had  been  made,  and  we  were  to  act  as  a  reserve.  Rain¬ 
ing  considerably .  After  a  short  time,  our  troops  returned  successful.  .  - 
Had  taken  a  lieut.  and  one  or  two  privates.  We  had  two  pieces  of  ,91"^ 
artillery,  the  enemy  had  eight. 

Sept.  12.  Ordered  to  Upton's  Hill  about  1  m.  from  Falls  Church, 
to  relieve  the  10th  Va. 

Upton,  I  understand  went  to  Congress  as  Union  candidate  on 
14  votes.  We  quartered  in  his  house. 

Sept.  13.  A  slight  skirmish.  Took  Hall's  Hill  and  two  others. 

4  prisoners.  No  loss  on  our  side.  Our  Co.  was  occupied  flanking 
one  of  the  pieces.  As  the  Yankees  do  not  now  charge  batteries,  we 
did  not  fire,  nor  charge. 

Burned  2  or  3  houses. 

Sept.  19.  Thursday,  about  10  P.  M.  arrived  in  camp.  Geo.  (my 
brother)  still  at  the  4  mile  Tavern.  He  was  left  there,  on  our  last 
return,  to  recruit  after  a  spell  of  bilious.  Doing  very  well. 

Sept.  20.  Went  to  Burke  Station  to  bathe.  Had  a  fine  wash  and  ate 
a  very  good  dinner. 

Sept.  27.  Geo.  came  to  camp. 

Not  improving,  on  the  29th  Geo.  obtained  a  furlough  and  went  to 
Charlottesville . 
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Sept.  30.  Ordered  to  report  at  Fairfax  C.  H.  with  5  days'  rations. 
Having  reported  without  provisions  we  were  sent  to  Accotinck  Creek, 
on  the  "Braddock  Road".  Out  on  picket,  &c. 

,gi  "*• 

(NOTE:  Page  2.*  Line  *3  "While  ...  36  miles".  This  was  entered 

in  a  note  in  diary  but  seems  to  have  been  left  out  in  the  computation, 
so  to  avoid  trouble  I  go  back  to  the  diary  headings  and  will  not  add 
this  36  miles . ) 

Oct.  15.  Have  been  under  marching  orders  for  some  time.  I  went  to 
the  Station  with  Ned.  He  was  sent  to  the  hospital  at  Manassas. 

I  returned  about  11  P.  M.  Found  all  the  tents  struck.  We  had  orders 
to  burn  all  we  could  not  carry. 

Oct.  l6.  About  3  l/2  or  4  A.  M.  started.  Our  Col.  even  did  not 
know  where  we  were  going.  Finally  came  to  Centerville  on  the  Little 
River  Pike  and  encamped  about  1  mile  S.  W.  of  the  village. 

Oct.  17.  Some  of  the  troops  between  us  and  the  village  are  striking 
tents.  Report  says  the  Yankees  are  advancing.  The  one  apparently 
confirms  the  other,  but  I  know  not  the  truth.  No  truth  in  it.  * 

Nov.  10.  Marched  at  7  A.  M.  to  within  3  miles  of  Pohick  Church. 

By  our  route  I  think  it  was  at  least  20  miles.  We  had  no  breakfast, 
dinner  nor  supper.  We  were  eating  raw  turnips,  raw  cabbage,  raw 
turnip-tops,  in  fact  anything  we  could  lay  hands  on.  We  had  meat  for 
the  night,  but  it  was  stolen. 

Nov.  11.  We  returned  to  camp  by  a  route  of  15  miles.  Nothing  to 
eat  until  we  arrived  at  camp  about  3»4o  P.  M.  I  with  a  few  others 
left  ranks  pretty  early  and  got  breakfast  at  Mr.  Hollins'.  (?)■• 

When  he  heard  we  were  from  Md.  he  wished  to  give  us  back  the  money 
but  we  would  not  take  it.  I  can  not  account  for  our  march.  Rumor 
says  it  was  to  cut  off  some  Yankees  but  they  ran  too  soon. 

Nov.  14.  Went  on  picket  about  *3  l/2  m.  from  Centerville,  midway 
between  the  Warrington  and  little  River  Pikes.  Rained  part  of  the  s\\. 
time,  then  cleared  up  with  a  cutting  northwester.  Very  short  of  y 
provisions.  Obtained  meals  at  various  places. 

Nov.  18.  Monday  morning,  started  off  with  6  others  to  get  breakfast 
at  Ross',  about  2  l/2  or  3  miles  from  reserve.  Drank  some  whiskey 
there  better,  I  think,  than  any  I  had  seen  before  in  Va.  Had  a  very 
plentiful  meal  and  enjoyed  it.  On  returning  to  the  reserve  found  our 
relief  there.  Started  soon  after  for  camp. 

Dec.  18.  Paid  off  for  2  months,  viz.,  Sept,  and  Oct. 

Dec.  19.  (Thursday)  We  struck  tents  and  moved  camp  to  about  2  l/2  m. 
from  Manassas  on  the  Alex.  &  Orange  R.  R. 

Dec.  24.  Commenced  building  winter  quarters  about  l/8  of  a  mile  north 
of  our  camp. 
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Dec.  25.  Xmas.  To  me  very  dull.  Nothing  to  do.  No  friends  to  see 
and  no  merry-making.  The  only  difference  from  other  days  was  more  men 
were  drunk.  Nearly  all  the  camp  was  in  that  condition. 

Dec.  26.  Went  on  picket  at  Ox  Road  Hill  No.  6  our  old  picket  station 
about  9  miles  from  camp.  Went  to  Ross'  three  times  for  meals  and  was 
well  satisfied. 

Dec.  28.  Went  over  and  was  fired  at  by  our  pickets,  but  kept  on. 
(Ross1  being  outside  the  line). 

Dec.  29.  Picket  relieved. 


1862 

Friday,  Jany.  24th.  Had  orders  to  strike  all  tents  and  move  to  winter 
quarters  "Camp.  Md."  Moved  into  our  home.  It  was  not  finished. 
However,  during  the  day,  we  succeeded  in  chinking  and  daubing  nearly 
three  sides,  building  the  chimney  and  spreading  tents  over  instead  of 
a  roof.  It  commenced  raining  early  in  the  evening.  The  impromptu 
roof  leaked,  but  still  it  was  quite  comfortable.  The  chimney  not 
being  daubed  smoked  when  the  wind  puffed,  but  drew  well  generally. 

Feb.  3*  Started  on  picket  down  the  railroad. 

Snow  commenced  falling  about  4  hours  before  we  started.  Snowed 
all  day  and  part  of  the  night. 


Our  company  was  on  outpost  and  had  two  rooms  for  quarters .  Took 
most  of  my  meals  at  an  Irishman's.  His  "Old  Woman"  was  very  kind- 
hearted  and  gave  us  provisions  in  profusion,  coffee  in  large  bowls. 
Thursday  it  commenced  raining  while  I  was  on  guard, 

Feb.  6.  About  12  M.  we  smarted  for  camp.  ^ 


Feb.  8.  I  enlisted  for  two  years  or  the  war. 


Feb.  9.  Sunday.  With  about  100  of  our  regiment,  I  arrived  in  Richmond 
on  furlough.  Stopped  at  Blacklock's  "Monument  House".  (Note  6). 

Met  Mr.  Hagerty  of  Texas.  He  gave  me  an  account  of  his  part  of  the 
country,  and  of  stock  raising.  Liked  it  very  much. 


While  in  town,  met  Gen.  Loring  and  Col.  Jenifer. 


Feb.  12.  Started  with  Capt .  Joe  Forrest,  and  seven  others,  carrying 
33  horses.  Took  a  road  a  little  out  of  our  way.  After  proceeding 
about  3  l/2  miles  we  concluded  to  try  driving  the  horses,  instead  of 
leading  them.  We  first  turned  them  loose  near  a  "Meeting  house". 
They  scattered  around  it,  and  were  quite  playful,  giving  us  a  good 
deal  of  trouble  to  start  them.  We  had  not  driven  them  more  than 
l/2  mile,  when  our  road  turned  off  short  to  the  left.  Owing  to 
mismanagement  they  could  not  be  turned  in  and  scattered  themselves 
through  the  woods  and  down  the  straight  road.  After  collecting  15, 

I  and  a  Mr.  Everet  were  sent  through  the  wood  in  search  of  others. 
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We  found  8  at  Mrs.  Vaughn's,  where  the  servants  had  tied  them  up. 

We  went  in  as  it  was  late,  introduced  ourselves  and  asked  for  supper. 

Mr.  Vaughn  was  absent,  but  Mrs.  V.  very  cordially  granted  our 
request.  We  supped  with  a  family  consisting  of  Mrs.  Vaughn  and  two 
daughters.  She  desired  us  to  spend  the  night.  I  was  sorry  I  could 
not.  After  supper,  we  bridled  up,  and  went  to  Mr.  Adam's,  the 
rendezvous  for  the  night.  Slept  in  a  feather-bed  and  caught  a  bad 
cold.  This  is  the  fourth  night  I  have  slept  in  a  bed.  Every  morning 
I  woke  up  with  a  bad  cold  in  the  head,  it  generally  wore  off  during 
the  day.  (Note  7)* 

Feb.  13.  Found  we  had  all  the  horses  except  one;  could  not  get  him. 

Took  dinner  at  the  "old  Church",  a  small  village,  which  takes 
its  name  from  an  old  plank  building,  now  nearly  fallen  to  pieces. 

After  dinner,  we  started  for  Aylett ' s  where  we  arrived  about  8  P.  M. 

Quite  a  considerable  village.  On  this  road  we  crossed  Pomonky. 

Feb.  14.  Left  pretty  early,  crossed  the  Mattaponi  and  reached  Tappa- 
hannock  about  IP.  M. 

This  seems  quite  a  nice  little  town  on  the  Rappahannock,  60  miles 
from  Richmond. 

Feb.  15.  Crossed  5  horses  over  the  ferry.  The  boat  used  is  about 
35  feet  long,  with  about  9  foot  beam.  The  horses  have  to  be  jumped 
into  it. 

Feb.  l6.  Sunday.  Expect  to  cross  three  or  four  loads.  Cross, ed  all 
the  horses,  taking  8  at  one  load. 

Feb.  17.  Went  over  in  the  rain,  expecting  to  go  on  to  Warsaw 
(6  miles).  As  it  came  on  to  rain  pretty  heavily  we  built  a  fire  in 
one  of  the  rooms  at  the  ferry-house,  dried  ourselves  and  smoked 
a  pipe. 

When  the  rain  held  up  we  started  for  Warsaw  --6  miles  from  the 
ferry.  We  reached  it  about  2  3/4  P.  M.,  fed  our  horses  and  proceeded 
to  dinner.  Concluded  to  stay  all  night.  Warsaw  is  the  county  town 
of  Richmond  county. 

Feb.  18.  Left  about  9  A.  M.  and  reached  Heaths vi lie  about  1  l/2  P.  M., 
20  miles  from  Tappahannock  and  80  from  Richmond.  Bad  weather  for  the 
last  three  days,  trees  all  coated  with  ice.  In  the  evening  commenced 
singing,  with  some  of  Forrest's  men,  one  of  whom,  Carberry,  was  with 
Richard.  After  singing  some  time,  I,  in  joke,  proposed  a  serenade. 

C.  took  it  immediately,  and  out  we  went.  Serenaded  several,  who  seemed 
to  enjoy  it.  "My  Maryland"  was  the  song. 

Feb.  20.  Went  to  the  Hague  on  business  for  Capt.  Forrest,  my  own 
desire  being  to  see  Miss  N.  N.  Stayed  at  her  mother's  all  night. 
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Feb.  21.  Returned,  to  Heathsville,  with  Mr.  Taliaferro  and  Dr.  Brooks, 
having  spent  a  very  pleasant  time. 


Feb.  23.  Dr.  B.  had  the  horses  brought  out.  Mr.  T.  kindly  offered 
me  his.  B.  and  I  started  for  a  ride  and  concluded  to  go  to  Col. 
Claybrook's.  We  dined  there  and  at  his  invitation  stayed  all  night. 
Liked  his  sentiments  very  much  and  enjoyed  myself  in  a  quiet  way. 

Feb.  24.  Returned  to  Heathsville.  Capt .  Forest  sent  us  (Tom 
Blackiston,  Perry  and  I)  to  the  Quarter  Master  saying  that  we  could 
draw  for  the  service  rendered  him.  Each  drew  $10.50  for  our  7  days' 
assistance.  In  the  evening  went  out  with  Dr.  Smith  to  his  place. 

Spent  a  very  pleasant  time. 

March  3»  Drove  up  to  Heathsville  with  Dr.  Smith  and  Tom  to  meet  the 
conveyance  we  had  engaged  to  take  us  to  Mrs.  Nelson's.  We  arrived 
there  about  3  P.  M.  The  charge  was  $10  for  both. 

March  4.  Spent  this  evening  at  Mr.  Brown's.  Met  Miss  Ellen  Griffith, 
March  5*  Spent  the  day  at  Dr.  Tyler's. 

March  6.  At  the  "Glebe",  Mr.  Chandler's. 

March  8.  In  the  evening  called  on  Miss  E.  Griffith,  for  the  length 
of  which  visit  I  had  to  apologize  the  next  day. 

March  9*  To  Nomini  Church. 

March  10.  Drove  to  Nomini  Ferry  with  Miss  N.  and  her  aunt,  Miss  C., 
expecting  to  go  to  Westmoreland  C.  H.,  but  the  wind  was  too  hivh  so 
we  returned. 


March  11.  Started  about  daylight  for  Carter's  wharf  which  we 
reached  about  10  l/2  A.  M.  On  the  way  passed  through  Montross 
(W.  C.  H.)  The  "Virginia"  arrived  about  4  l/2  P.  M.,  having  been 
detained  at  the  Union  Wharf  on  account  of  the  number  of  soldiers 
coming  up.  Left  the  wharf  about  5  l/2  P.  M.  Reached  Fredericksburg 
about  1  l/2  A.  M.  Found  that  all  the  houses  were  crowded,  there 
being  30,000  men  from  Evansport,  Occoquan,  Dumfries,  &c .  So 
bivouaced  on  deck  until  morning. 

March  12.  Went  up  town.  Could  get  in  no  hotel  or  boarding  house, 
so  went  to  the  "Shakspeare"  to  get  breakfast.  Started  for  Richmond 
11  l/2  A.  M.  and  arrived  about  2  l/2  P.  M. 

March  13  and  l4.  Heard  the  fact  that  we  had  evacuated  Manassas. 

Many  rumors  concerning  our  regiment.  It  was  on  picket  when  the  troops 
fell  back.  Co.  F  had  a  skirmish  which  resulted  in  a  small  loss.  The 
latest  rumor  (3  P.  M.  l4th)  is  that  "H"  and  "F"  had  not  returned  to 
the  regiment.  Hence  fears  concerning  their  safety.  Also  a  rumor  that 
Colonel  Johnston  had  arrived  at  Fredericksburg  with  the  companies 
supposed  to  be  "H"  and  "F" .  True  report  is  that  13  of  Co.  F  missing, 
among  them  J.  H.  Stewart.  (Note  8). 
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March  15 •  Asst,  Pro.  Marshal's  Office.  Was  with  Capt .  G.  W.  Alexander 
and  aiding  him  in  the  office. 

March  21.  Undertook  the  regular  duties  of  Adjutant  of  this  post, 
without  rank  or  additional  pay. 

April  2.  Worked  all  day  and  spent  the  evening  at  Mrs.  Hill's  At 
tea  found  a  very  nice  Bible  on  my  plate,  a  birthday  present  from 
Miss  Bettie. 

April  4.  Could  not  get  my  desire  accomplished.  Having  been  ordered 
to  rejoin  my  regiment  I  entered  the  cars  at  7  l/4  A.  M.  Loath  to 
leave  both  the  office  and  ladies.  Capt.  A.  seemed  very  sorry  that 

1  had  to  leave,  but  an  order  is  the  Law. 

April  5.  Orange  C.  H.  Reached  Gordonsville  about  12  yesterday. 

Had  to  wait  for  a  train.  Reached  this  place  11  l/2  P.  M.  Went  to 
the  Exchange  Hotel.  Found  the  ladies  were  having  a  dance,  but 
arrived  too  late  to  join  in.  Could  get  no  room,  so  took  my  blanket 
and  bunked  in  the  parlor  with  about  15  others. 

April  6.  Left  Orange  C.  H.  abt .  6  l/2  P.  M.  Reached  Culpepper 
C.  H.  about  8.10  P.  M.  and  concluded  to  stay  all  night. 

April  7.  Left  C.  C.  H.  about  12  l/2  P.  M.  and  reached  camp  about 

2  P.  M.  Found  the  regiment  under  arms,  as  there  was  a  report  that 
the  enemy  were  crossing  the  Rappahannock  which  is  about  2  miles  from 
camp.  It  was  raining,  and  as  the  rumor  was  false  we  pitched  tents. 
Rained  all  day. 

April  8  and  9*  Raining,  hailing  and  snowing  all  the  time.  V^ry 
unpleasant  to  all,  but  especially  to  me  just  from  civilized  life 
and  the  pleasure  of  ladies'  company.  Had  to  do  as  others  did  and 
lie  abed  all  the  time  to  keep  warm,  my  thoughts,  of  course,  rolling 
back  to  the  times  of  pleasure  and  affectionate  social  intercourse. 

April  12.  Not  allowed  to  put  up  tents,  ordered  to  carry  them  to 
the  car,  and  put  all  spare  utensils  in  the  car,  for  what  reason  no 
one  knows .  Pretty  considerable  frost  during  the  night . 

April  13.  Raining  in  the  evening  and  we  were  ordered  to  pitch  tents. 

April  17.  The  "10th  Va."  left  to  join  Jackson.  Only  1st  Md.  and 
13th  Va.  now  in  this  Brigade.  Col.  G.  (Gibbons  of  10th  Va.)  said 
his  men  would  go  to  the  Valley. 

April  l8.  "Fell  in"  about  5  l/2  P.  M.  Came  on  to  rain  very  hard, 
also  hailed.  Stood  in  ranks  and  took  it  coolly,  singing  and  hurrahing. 
About  6  l/2  started  for  unknown  destination.  2.10  A.  M.  bivouaced  on 
Dr.  Taliaferro's  farm  about  3/4  of  a  mile  E.  of  Culpepper.  The  march 
was  very  tedious  and  slow,  being  on  the  railroad  and  very  muddy. 

(Note  9.) 
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April  19.  During  the  morning  marched  to  Stone  House  Mountain, 

4  miles  from  C.  C.  H.  on  the  Newmarket  pike.  I,  with  others,  then 
went  to  look  for  dinner,  knowing  that  provisions  were  very  scarce. 

Eat  at  Mr.  Apperson's  about  2  m.  from  the  Mountain.  On  returning  fi, 
found  the  regiment  had  left,  so  started  for  C.  C.  H.,  our  orders 
being  changed.  Stopped  at  the  Virginia  House  not  knowing  positively 
where  the  regiment  was. 

April  20.  Left  the  C.  H.  for  the  Rapidan,  whither  our  regiment  had 
gone.  Had  to  march,  there  being  no  train.  Been  cloudy  and  raining 
ever  since  we  left  camp.  I  have  not  been  dry  since.  After  going 
6  miles  was  taken  aboard  a  train  which  had  to  stop  for  all  soldiers 
along  the  road.  Found  when  at  Rapidan  that  the  troops  had  been 
ordered  to  Gordonsville .  Saw  our  regiment  just  before  we  arrived 
at  Orange  C.  H.  but  concluded  with  others  to  go  on.  Arrived  at 
Gordonsville.  Could  get  no  lodgings.  Jim  Grogan  and  I  went  out  of 
the  village  to  Dr.  Beall's  where  we  slept  on  the  floor  in  our  blankets. 
Dried  myself  here  and  got  a  boy  to  wash  my  feet  and  give  us'  a  cup  of 
coffee.  Enjoyed  both  very  much.  First  time  I  have  had  a  boy  to  wash 
my  feet  since  I  left  home. 

April  21.  Still  raining.  Will  get  breakfast  here.  Breakfasted  and 
then  went  to  the  village  to  see  if  the  regiment  had  come.  Had  not, 
so  returned  to  Dr.  Beall's.  Was  invited  into  the  other  room,  in 
which  we  found  a  young  lady,  a  cousin  of  Mrs.  Beall's.  Staid  until 
after  dinner,  and  then  went  in  search  of  the  regiment  which  had  come. 
Found  it  in  a  piece  of  woods.  Still  raining  but  we  had  a  few  tents. 

April  22.  Not  much  rain  during  the  night.  Heavy  shower  in  the 
morning.  Towards  night  received  orders  to  cook  4  days'  rations. 

Heavy  cloud  in  the  evening  with  wind  but  no  rain. 

April  23.  Reveille  at  4  A.  M.  Left  bivouac  at  7*  Left  Gordonsville 
about  8  A.  M.  and  marched  7  l/4  m.  on  the  Madison  C.  H.  pike  and 
halted  in  a  woods  to  the  left  about  11  l/4  A.  M.  near  Somerset  (about 
4  houses) . 

April  24.  Raining,  commenced  with  snow.  Made  a  bunk  with  blanket 
and  India  rubber  but  did  not  trench  it,  hence,  though  the  rain  did  not 
reach  me,  the  water  from  above  running  down  the  slope  did.  I  fell 
asleep  and  awoke  to  feel  the  water  running  in  a  stream  from  my  head 
to  my  heels.  Geo.  pretty  much  the  same.  I  laid  as  long  as  possible 
on  the  right  side,  but  finding  one  side  wet  and  one  dry  was  not 
comfortable,  also  being  tired  of  lying  on  the  same  side  I  turned  and 
soon  the  same  operation  commenced  on  that  side.  A  continual  stream 
kept  up  running  through  my  clothes  until  morning,  when  I  was  called 
for  guard.  I  then  wrung  out  my  drawers  and  put  on  my  pants,  feeling 
anything  but  comfortable.  Made  a  different  bunk  and  ditched  it. 

April  25.  Raining. 

April  26.  Slept  pretty  comfortably  last  night.  Breakfasted  very 
heartily  about  10  A.  M.  on  meat,  pea  soup,  peas,  biscuit  and  molasses. 

In  the  evening,  with  Ned,  went  to  Mr.  E.  Goss's,  a  large,  fine  house 


> 


30 


•:  r  6i>  , 

i!  i  jo  riJlv  bsJbt  100  Ji/d  .H  .0  38a*«C 

.  cri  Sc  3  £.!  •■/'  .■ 

. 

■  9f.  ?'d  fV*  E  I  donle  vc 


•  e  ^  ai>  4  dooo  oS  ai9l)*io  bavjb  do*i  ti  u  *  X 

.  ’  c-’.^  i-f  1  )  .1  V  r  =*rft/ 1- m  Lt:a  .J  4  *i  J^c  . 

•  C  'Aj  "  .  .•.  \£  T  Ttf<  6  Y-'*t  f'.I.t  o>1  '‘XX1/  »  rrt  fo-?J  C  *» 

lb  r  rtn  -ii d  i  ••  ^d-j  t .-jiioi.  K:'  t  xtonsTi  #rm  £>ju;  tls5; . in  IrnJ  9 
II  T  I  J  Lb  £01  sdvt  -Tr>b  ^crLo/ur'  *>v  <fa  iotc!  i^jbw  silcr  *9ju 
i)Btd  \  i  iJ’b  nt  jim,  TStaw  srfjL  losl  c  :  3?fow.B  Las  qsslea 

9.j.  ,j  ;:  1  »  m  f)i  I  .  -us  r >ni  r'aiM  \  3  :c  .  >90  .  tlo  ;x  c : 

Sc  i  irjv  t  3ao  b  «*ov  siUa  boo  jjdib  ill  S;k  *?bL3  jfrri^.Jrx  srid*  r;o 

b  e  sr  ad  9-  9;  Ba  -.r1  '  rro  \nJtv,  to  te-  It  gnl?  c  oa.  .a  V’ r daJic’laod 

JS.lJe  ’KflJ  1  J  la  .3  £  'IOC  ft  i  *.  X  3qO  e  *-.a  90?  r<x  » 

i>  r  tno  *  fitkdw  j  !.  'uj  jcr  :j  .  nJ;inn  q u  *c,: 

Vi ;  *?1  ,  \$i  &i  'o  :to  duq  uns  :  jvhib  ym  Sue  v-nw  adfr  I  .foaujj  t:o1 

•  9«xL:laH  .<JS  I  fc*xr  A 
n^iit  tfssl.  xiaBtiotnoo  fite'iq  iqolQ  £ ta oA 


on  a  hill  to  the  south.  Enjoyed  a  very  good,  substantial,  plentiful 
supper,  the  table  more  profusely  laden  than  I  have  elsewhere  seen. 
Several  very  pretty  little  children  at  the  house. 


April  27.  Aroused  pretty  early,  expecting  to  leave  at  daylight. 

Left  the  bivouac  about  7  A.  M.  Marched  about  9  miles,  and  halted  :<ht 
for  about  1  l/2  hours.  Then  marched  about  1  mile  to  the  west  of 
Stanardsville  on  the  Harrisonburg  pike,  making  in  all  about  1 6  miles. 
We  bivouaced  about  6  l/4  P.  M.  Tom  Blackiston  and  I  went  a  mile 
and  a  quarter  up  the  pike.  Had  sour  krout  for  supper  and  what  we 
bought  we  paid  "two  and  threepence"  apiece. 

Ci 

T". 

April  2o.  Reveille  a  little  before  sunrise.  Cooked  breakfast  and  ^ 
some  biscuits  for  the  day's  march,  and  did  not  march.  Went  foraging. * 
Nearly  all  the  families  had  left  home  to  see  the  troops  pass,  no  ^ 
larger  force  than  five  or  six  hundred  ever  having  gone  up  this  pike.  § 


April  29.  All  the  twelve  month  volunteers  were  ordered  to  elect  ^ 
officers.  Col.  Johnson  said  the  conscript  law  applied  to  us,  and  if 4? 
we  failed  to  elect,  officers  would  be  appointed.  We  did  not  believe  * 
the  law  applied.  All  the  12  month  companies  unanimously  refused  to  ^ 
vote.  Since  then  the  Secretary  of  War  has  expressly  said,  "That 
Marylanders  were  legally  exempt  from  the  law" .  Johnson  went  so  far 
as  to  ask  the  officers  if  they  would  serve  if  appointed.  They  all 
answered,  "Not  without  the  full  consent  of  their  men.  (Entry  of 
April  29th  appears  in  Diary  between  May  4th  --  15th). 

April  30.  Again  received  marching  orders.  Left  about  1  3/4  P.  M. 
Crossed  the  mountains  and  bivouaced  at  the  foot  near  Conrad;  I  sup-rA  <0 
pose  about  9  l/2  P.  M.  In  descending  we  took  a  by-road  which  cut 
off  one  mile,  making  our  march  15  miles.  The  road  was  very  firrtf  and 
beautifully  graded.  The  engineer  certainly  deserves  credit.  It  was 
raining  below,  but  as  we  ascended  we  left  the  rain  and  entered  the 
cloud  itself.  When  we  again  got  in  the  valley  we  had  rain. 


May  1.  Had  a  fine  bath  in  one  of  the  mountain  streams;  a  tributary 
of  the  Shenandoah.  All  these  streams  are  very  clear  and  swift. 

I  love  to  listen  to  them  flowing  over  their  rocky  beds  and  watch  the 
many  changing  eddies.  Our  "flies"  were  brought  up.  Hereafter  we 
expect  to  use  these  instead  of  tents,  being  more  comfortable  in  summer 
and  more  easily  transported. 

May  4.  Companies  H  and  A  went  on  a  brigade  foraging  expedition.  No 
excitement.  The  march,  about  13  miles. 

May  15.  Left  camp  8  l/2  A.  M.  Marched  l6  miles  down  the  river  near 
Columbia  bridge.  Encamped  about  1  l/2  miles  south  of  it.  On  the 
road  passed  the  Shenandoah  Iron  Works.  Crossed  Naked  Creek  6  miles 
from  old  camp.  The  greater  part  of  the  road  lay  along  the  river.  * 
Raining  all  the  time,  mud  deep,  stiff  and  slippery.  Honeytown  a  short 
distance  from  us. 
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(16) 

May  17.  Co..  "C"  mustered,  out.  Left  camp  about  7  1/2  A.  M.,  went 
to  the  bridge  and  turned  down  the  Blue  Ridge  pike  towards  Harrison¬ 
burg  and  Gordonsville .  After  marching  about  4  miles  stopped  in  an 
apple  orchard  just  by  Mt.  Hope  Inn.  Somehow  it  leaked  out  that 
there  was  brandy  in  one  of  the  outhouses.  There  was  a  general  rush. 

We  found  some  vinegar  and  very  hard  cider.  Emptied  a  large  and 
small  barrel.  Afterwards  some  found  a  barrel  of  liquor  which  was 
soon  emptied.  I  got  some  of  the  last,  a  good  deal  of  both  was 
spilled.  In  the  evening  again  marched,  forded  a  run  knee-deep  y'1* 
and  reached  the  summit  of  the  Blue  Ridge  about  dark.  The  march 
from  camp  was  13  l/2  miles. 

(17) 

May  18.  On  the  summit  all  day.  The  sides  of  the  mountain  here 
are  quite  steep.  Just  where  we  are  bivouaced  there  is  a  small 
plateau.  Some  peaks  beautifully  conical.  Very  rocky. 

May  18.  Sunday.  Went  down  the  mountain  and  returned  to  Columbia 
bridge.  Encamped  about  l/2  mile  beyond  it,  on  the  river. 

May  19.  Marched  6  miles  towards  New  Market. 

May  21.  Marched  up  the  mountain  1  l/2  miles  and  immediately  counter¬ 
marched  and  took  the  Luray  road.  Halted  2  miles  from  it.  In  all 
about  9  miles.  (Note  10.) 

Late  in  the  evening  Tom  Blackiston,  Web  Sothoron  and  I  went 
across  the  river  (2  miles)  to  forage.  Had  very  nice  clabber.  Met 
a  Miss  Rufner  and  stayed  till  after  9  P«  M.;  wished  us  to  stay  all 
night . 

May  22.  Left  camp  about  6  l/2  A.  M.  Passed  through  Luray  and 
marched  towards  Front  Royal.  Encamped  near  a  stream  about  9  l/2 
miles  from  Luray,  the  march  being  11  l/2  miles.  A  heavy  shower  fell 
towards  the  end  of  the  march,  converting  the  dust,  which  had  been 
almost  insupportable,  into  slippery  mud.  After  breaking  ranks  T.  B. 
and  I  went  foraging  to  Mr.  Keyser's.  Entertained  very  hospitably.  v-S/l1" 
Met  Mrs.  K.  Would  receive  no  pay.  Mrs.  K.  filled  my  haversack  with 
biscuit.  Before  supper  Mr.  K.  set  out  whiskey  and  honey.  First 
"Kawhaky"  I  have  seen  for  some  time.  Being  wet  I  enjoyed  it  very 
much.  Invited  to  come  again. 

May  23.  Today  ordered  to  put  knapsacks  in  the  wagon.  Jackson 
marches  his  men  light  in  order  to  make  long  and  quick  marches. 

Marched  13  l/2  miles  without  a  rest,  and  all  stoppages  did  not  amount 
to  20  minutes.  Attacked  the  enemy's  picket,  about  2  miles  from  Front 
Royal,  double  quicked  to  within  l/k  mile  of  town  (Note  ll)  and  took 
the  run,  chasing  them  through  town  at  a  great  rate,  the  ladies  cheer¬ 
ing  us  on.  (Note  12).  Our  regiment  had  the  honor  of  the  advance, 
and  of  driving  them  out.  A  Cav.  Co.  was  with  us,  the  6th  and  7th  W ^ 
La.  followed  us.  From  our  bivouac  to  town  is  15  l/2  miles.  The  men 
were  almost  worn  out.  To  my  regret  I  was  forced  to  stop  before  I  got 
through  town.  I  had  given  out.  (Note  13).  I  was  very  kindly  taken 
care  of  by  the  ladies  at  Mr.  Petty's,  Mrs.  P.,  Misses  Helen,  Lotty 
and  little  Emma.  I  staid  there  all  night. 
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May  24.  Today  I  vlll  try  to  go  on,  but  am  not  fit  to  walk.  Went  to 
the  regiment  (on  the  way  saw  Clark's  Company.  Pleasant  meeting). 
Found  it  guarding  about  three  or  four  hundred  prisoners  of  the  til'1* 
Yankee  First  Md.  Marched  them  to  town  and  Capt.  Murray  was  detailed 
to  go  with  them  to  Richmond.  Marched  out,  and  again  ordered  to  take 
the  advance.  Marched  about  20  miles  and  halted  7  l/2  miles  from 
Winchester. 

May  25.  Sunday.  Started  about  1  l/2  A.  M.  for  Winchester.  Skir¬ 
mishing  commenced  about  l/2  hour  after  sunrise.  "H”  thrown  out. 

At  present  being  behind  a  fence  in  a  yard  of  brick  house. 

Pretty  considerable  cannonading  and  every  few  minutes  two  or  three 
reports  of  small  arms.  Presently,  severe  musketry  --  heavy 
cannonading  --  they  run 

We  double  quick  into  Winchester.  Stop  and  take  possession  of 
stores.  March  4  miles  out. 

May  26.  Marched  to  Bunker  Hill,  12  miles  from  Winchester.  Awaiting 
orders  in  lot  to  the  east  of  Bunker  Hill. 

May  27.  To  Darksville,  15  miles  from  Winchester.  A  little  before 
sunset,  fell  in.  Marched  6  miles.  (One  mile  from  Martinsburg) . 
Bivouaced  in  a  field  to  west  of  road.  I  was  sent,  on  guard,  to  town 
(Martinsburg) . 

May  28.  Enemy  reported  to  be  five  miles  from  town.  Marched  3  miles 
on  the  Williamsport  road.  No  enemy.  Returned  and  camped  in  field 
to  east  of  road.  MH"  sent  to  town  as  Provost  guard. 

May  29.  Ordered  up  about  3  A.  M.  Went  to  camp.  Left  about  6  l/2 
and  marched  down  the  Harper's  Ferry  road  to  the  Winchester  and  s'*8 
Smlthf ield  pike,  up  that  to  a  road  leading  to  Charlestown.  Encamped 
about  2  l/2  miles  from  town  at  Running  Springs  Mills.  Our  day's 
march  about  20  miles. 

May  30*  Marched  about  7  miles.  Were  within  1  l/2  miles  of  Harper's 
Ferry.  Halted  on  the  hill  this  side  of  Bolivar  Heights.  Some  skir¬ 
mishing.  Principally  an  artillery  duel.  Yanks  fired  well.  Shell 
bursting  and  whizzing  all  around  us.  Hot  times.  A  number  were  in 
a  house  in  the  woods,  a  shell  struck  it,  and  they  skedaddled. 

Johnston  and  Goldsborough,  with  five  or  six  men,  went  to  Bolivar 
Heights.  Before  this  Geo.  was  sent  to  the  foot  of  the  hill,  with 
skirmishers.  After,  Companies  "H"  and  "D"  were  sent,  and  as  skir¬ 
mishers  took  possession  of  the  Heights.  Five  cavalrymen  fired  at 
us  from  the  Maryland  Heights.  We  must  have  come  pretty  close  to 
them,  for  being  at  first  close  together,  pretty  soon  they  scattered 
and  sought  shelter,  still  firing.  They  then  shelled  us.  Having  no 
intention  of  holding  the  hill,  we  retired.  Just  below  the  hill  they 
had  left  two  camps  with  tents  standing.  Returned  to  our  old 
bivouacing  ground.  Rain  all  day  and  the  marching  back  very  bad. 

I  stopped  a  mile  from  camp  and  slept  in  a  kitchen.  One  batteryman 
wounded  by  minie  ball. 


> 


33 


.  j  hm  r  •«  v*  -i,  3 

v  tw  yatxi  '  .it  0  lu  >  rwo  Ot  ntexlt  Jb  ioT£.4  . fcV  t«  tl  I  oa.inaY 


.t*y  '‘-ri-nl  'j  -1  .A  S\I  I  iwociH  .Jj.  ...  . 

.  tuo  flvw  Si  "v"  .o  :ht  d  tojYp  -tuoa  j\i  tuoJ«  bs-a  ...oo  i». . . IJ  i 

, £j&y<  yol'id'  to  Jb'i  \;  a  r  i  eon  Y  a  imhixf  gciscf  ij i*  a  »x j;  iA 
dt  •  j  eo tun  it..  ;3j  fnu  31  dicUrfti  anoo 

\a  v  0?iaifr!t  m  i  .ia.T  i  .saris  II  t  'to  atxoqei 

--  m n  v  3fiJ 

•  XL.  1  ‘  021 1  1  a  ■  •;  e  it  ot  oJ  :o 


»nv  sain  ^cJD  ot  ..  ibasC  !/?•.  :  b  ot  ia*  t  qu  t  dU  j  ble.  itJjaB 

.as.  A  OS  Suotfr  riin-am 


:  iissl  i  i>rto  3  fta*iu<f 
ooiandol 

.  a  trivia  j.  j  1 

■■ 


May  31  •  Left  camp  at  8  A.  M.  Passed  through  Charlestown  as  rearguard. 
On  the  29th  every  one  seemed  rejoiced.  Nov,  many  ladies  were  in  tears 
and  the  men  serious.  Before  we  came  the  Yankees  had  treated  the 
citizens  shamefully,  even  to  striking  some  ladies  with  their  sabres. 

The  contrast  between  Martinsburg  and  Charlestown  is  truly  great.  In 
the  one,  sorrow  at  our  approach.  In  the  other,  tears  at  our 
departure.  In  Smlthsfield  it  was  the  same.  We  marched  2  miles 
beyond  Winchester  (28  from  our  camp)  on  the  Strausberg  pike.  T.  and 

1  then  stopped  and  slept  in  a  passage. 

June  1.  Started  about  4  l/2  A.  M.  Stopped  about  l/2  mile  further 
on  for  breakfast.  Found  the  regiment  had  marched  two  miles  further 
than  we,  making  30  miles.  We  caught  the  regiment  at  the  bridge 

2  l/2  miles  from  Strausburg.  Heard  considerable  firing  (Millroy 

or  Freemont).  They  retired.  When  about  4  miles  from  the  bridge,  was 
told  the  enemy  were  closing  in  on  our  left.  We  hurried  ahead.  I 
think  most  of  the  stragglers  got  in.  Some  of  ours  are  missing  but 
may  be  in  town.  Now  resting  in  front  of  brick  house  in  E.  part  of 
Strausburg. 

June  2.  Marched  7  miles  beyond  Strausburg.  Now  ahead  of  the 
regiment  awaiting  its  approach  in  the  National  Hotel  in  Woodstock. 

The  enemy  attacked  our  rear.  Our  cavalry  behaved  shamefully. 

Joined  the  regiment.  Col.  Johnson  blocked  the  street,  by  wheeling, 
to  prevent  the  cavalry  from  having  the  rear.  Marched  on.  Commenced 
raining  heavily.  Ned  and  I  stopped  in  a  house  on  left.  Went  a  mile 
further  and  stopped  for  the  night  at  Mr.  Ripley’s,  fell  in  with 
a  9th  La. 

June  3.  Tom  came  up.  All  four  started  ahead.  Marched  about  2  miles 
and  stopped  for  breakfast.  Passed  the  regiment  unawares.  Stopped 
until  it  came  up.  It  then  formed  line  of  battle.  A  few  shells  fired. 
The  bridge  over  the  North  Fork  of  Shenandoah  being  burned,  the  Yanks 
could  come  no  further.  Took  quarters  in  a  large  barn  about  one  mile 
short  of  New  Market. 

June  4.  Raining  as  usual.  Marched  5  miles  past  New  Market. 

June  5»  Two  miles  past  Harrisonburg. 

June  6.  Left  camp  for  Port  Republic.  About  4  miles  from  Harrison¬ 
burg  our  cavalry  charged  their  advance  and  took  forty  odd.  Our 
brigade  then  advanced,  expecting  to  take  them  by  surprise.  (Note  14). 
They  were  on  the  look-out  and  had  three  regiments  and  a  battalion 
(the  Pennsylvania  Bucktail  Rifles),  one  of  their  crack  regiments. 

They  fought  well,  but  when  we  charged,  they  ran.  We  had  three  regi¬ 
ments  and  our  battalion.  Only  the  58th  Virginia  and  our  battalion 
were  engaged.  Our  loss  (1st  Md.  Regt . )  was  heavy,  10  killed  and  20 
wounded.  From  our  company,  2  killed  (Harris  and  Schley)  and  5  wounded. 
We  only  had  about  200  or  220.  Col.  Ashby  was  killed.  The  firing  was 
terrific,  but  our  little  battalion  stood  manfully  and  charged  with  ^ . 
a  will.  Mike  Robertson  was  killed,  also  Lieut.  Snowden.  Mike  R.,  ^ 
Harris  and  Schley  and  some  others  were  burled  in  the  cemetery  of 
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Union  Church,  Rockingham  Co.,  5  miles  from  Port  R.  Their  graves 
a  little  to  the  right  of  the  gate,  8  paces  from  the  rear  rank. 

June  7*  Encamped  1  l/2  miles  from  Port  Republic. 

June  8.'  Went  back  2  l/2  miles  and  fought.  Very  hot  fire.  Our  regi¬ 
ment  lost  23  in  wounded,  some  fatally.  We  had  3  regiments  firing  upon 
us.  Went  back  to  camp.  (Notes  15  and  l6) . 


June  9*  Went  2  miles  past  P.  R.  Cooked  breakfast.  Then  to  P.  R. 
and  three  miles  past  it  down  the  river.  In  the  morning  a  desperate 
battle  was  fought  on  the  ground  we  passed  over.  (Note  17)*  We 
captured  five  pieces.  Waited  until  late  in  the  evening  to  cover  the 
retreat.  Marched  to  top  of  the  ridge  through  Brown's  Gap,  12  miles 
from  P.  R. 

June  10.  To  foot  of  mountain  5  miles.  Eat  cherries  and  wild  straw¬ 
berries  . 

June  12.  Returned  and  encamped  about  2  l/2  miles  from  P.  R.  and  one 
mile  from  Weyer's  Cave.  The  march,  lb  miles. 


June  13 .  Visited  Weyer's  Cave.  None  can  help  admiring  it,  though 
seen  under  disadvantageous  circumstances.  The  stalactites  were  all 
muddy  owing  to  the  late  rains.  We  had  large  crowd  and  a  poor  guide; 
hence  I  will  attempt  no  description.  Left  for  Staunton. 


June  14. 
recruit . 


Arrived  there  in  the  evening.  18  miles.  We  are  here  to 

2047662 


June  15.  Went  to  church  in  Staunton.  Company  "I"  mustered  out. 

"H"  goes  in  two  days.  Capt.  Barry  joined  today  with  about  35  men. 
After  the  l8th  the  regiment  will  have  only  about  70  men.  Today 
I  dined  at  Mrs.  Forrest's.  She  lived  in  the  suburbs  on  very  pretty 
grounds.  We  expected  to  pay,  of  course,  but  we  were  invited  to  dine 
with  the  family  and  they  would  receive  nothing.  I  had  on  a  pair  of 
shoes  which  were  about  equal  to  none,  most  of  my  right  foot  was  out  of 
the  shoe.  I  was  amused  at  Miss  F.,  who,  noticing  my  bare  toe  showing, 
could  scarcely  refrain  from  laughing.  We  were  invited  to  call. 


June  19.  Company  "H"  mustered  out.  With  the  regiment  they  started 
by  rail  for  Charlottesville  at  12  M.  Reached  there  about  6  l/2  P.  M. 
(Note  18). 


June  20.  Left  about  9  P*  M.  in  cars.  Landed  at  Frederick  Hall  Station 
6  l/2  A.  M.  June  21st. 

June  23*  Left  about  sunset  and  reached  Beaver  Dam  Sta.  late  at  night, 
15  miles.  Rained  very  hard.  March  awful.  Only  four  men  got  into 
camp  with  the  Col. 

June  2b.  Marched  about  18  miles. 

June  25.  Reached  the  Fair  Grounds  of  Ashland,  15  miles. 
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June  2 6.  Marched  about  15  miles.  Were  then  in  rear  of  the  enemy 
and  about  8  miles  from  Richmond.  Had  some  sharp  skirmishing  and 
obtained  the  position  we  wished. 


% 


June  27.  Advanced.  Marched  a  great  deal,  probably  20  miles  and 
finally  came  nearly  to  the  left  of  their  right  wing  where  I  think 
they  had  concentrated  for  they  had  been  forced  to  retire  from  above. 


Severe  fighting.  The  musketry  was  more  severe  and  continuous 
than  I  ever  heard.  Manassas  and  Cross  Keys  could  not  compare. 

Drove  the  Yanks  back,  took  their  position  and  occupied  the  field. 

June  28.  From  present  appearances  I  think  it  was  a  bloody  battle. 
Marched  about  10  miles  and  crossed  the  York  River  R.  R.  taking 
possession,  thus  cutting  off  their  supplies.  Their  pickets  within 
musket  range.  Now  and  then  a  shot.  Shelled  them,  they  replied. 

At  night  marched  2  miles  back  and  returned. 

June  29.  The  whole  camp  astonished  by  the  sound  of  cars  approach¬ 
ing  rapidly  from  towards  Richmond  and  the  enemy.  Just  as  the  train 
came  on  the  bridge,  l/h  mile  from  us,  there  was  a  grand  explosion 
that  shook  the  earth,  then  there  were  continued  explosions  until 
the  next  morning.  Marched  about  5  miles  and  bivouaced.  Raining 
in  torrents,  but  did  not  last  long. 

June  30.  Continued  the  march,  8  miles  took  us  around  the  swamp 
and  over  the  Yankee  road  to  the  Y.  R.  R.  R.  about  7  miles  from 
Richmond.  Crossed  the  road  and  went  about  3  miles. 

July  1.  Marched  6  miles  and  slept  on  the  battlefield. 


July  3.  Five  miles. 

July  4.  About  10  miles.  Skirmishing. 

July  5.  Relieved  and  fell  back  1  1/2  miles. 

July  7.  Moved  camp  1  mile  (on  R?)  road.  Now  about  25  miles  from 
Richmond. 


July  8. 


Late  in  the  evening  drew  in  our  pickets  and  marched 


6  miles. 


July  9*  Marched  5  miles  and  halted  for  breakfast  and  to  cook. 
Marched  6  miles  further. 

July  10.  Marched  about  10  miles  to  Mechanicsville .  Webb  Sothoron 
and  I  left  the  regiment  as  we  passed  Richmond  and  went  into  the  city. 
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(880  m±le6  is  on  Diary  page.  The  20  miles,  June  27,  was  left  out  in 
computing). 


Up  to  date  marched  880  miles.  To  April  18,  1862,  had  marched  267 
miles  including  the  march  in  Clarke  county,  not  taking  note  of  the 
retreat  from  Manassas  to  the  Rappahannock.  To  June  23,  731  miles. 


SECOND  BOOK 


% 

1862 

July  13.  Went  from  Richmond  to  camp  which  is  near  the  V.  C.  R.  R. 
about  3  l/2  miles  out. 

July  17.  Left  by  the  Danville  road  for  Lynchburg  about  10  A.  M. 
Arrived  about  8  P.  M. 

July  18.  Arrived  in  Charlottesville  where  we  are  ordered  to  recruit. 
Quartered  in  the  C.  H. 

July  20.  Encamped  about  3 A  mile  to  N.  E.  of  town. 

August  1.  By  order  of  Col.  Johnson  left  for  Richmond  to  report  to 
Capt.  Murray. 

August  2.  Pitched  tents  in  New  Fair  Grounds.  12  men  out  here. 

Many  more  have  promised  but  have  not  yet  reported. 

August  l6.  Left  Camp  Lee  and  pitched  tents,  l/b  mile  N.  W.  by  W. 
of  Camp  Winder,  a  nice  strip  of  woods  back  of  us.  Geo.  Gill  came 
out  just  as  we  were  arriving. 

August  22.  Enlisted  3rd  time  and  mustered  in  August  27,  '62. 

(Note  19). 

Sept.  7.  Received  news  that  the  army  had  crossed  the  Potomac.  Great 
cheering  and  all  in  high  spirits.  But  we  could  not  help  deploring 
our  not  being  with  them  and  in  the  advance .  Our  Company  and  Crane 1 s 
the  only  ones  mustered  in. 

Sept.  UL.  Our  Co.  and  Crane's  marched  to  the  depot,  but  were  dis¬ 
appointed  in  getting  off. 

Sept.  12.  Reached  Charlottesville  and  found  Genl.  Stewart  had  left. 

Sept.  13.  Genl.  Stewart  decided  that  Capt.  Murray  ranked  Crane. 

(Note  20).  Very  hospitably  treated  by  the  ladles  of  Charlottesville. 
Send  out  peaches  and  apples  to  us . 
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Sept.  1 6.  Reached  Gordonsville . 


Sept.  17.  Reached  Culpepper  Court  House. 

Sept.  21.  Left  camp  at  8  3/4  A.  M.  1  P.  M.  halted  for  long  rest 
having  marched  9  l/2  miles.  Men  generally  seem  to  stand  it  veil. 
Marched  15  miles.  (l4  l/2  fr.  C.  H.).  Halted  near  Woodville. 
Foraging  met  quite  a  pretty  girl. 


Sept.  22.  Started  about  5  3/4  A.  M.  At  Woodville  took  the  short 
cut  to  Little  Washington.  As  usual  with  "short  cuts"  ve  had  trouble 
with  the  road.  I  doubt  whether  ve  will  make  anything  in  time. 

About  5  miles  from  Woodville  we  passed  MaJ .  Green's.  The  ladies  sent 
out  milk,  bread  and  a  pitcher  of  ice  water.  At  other  places,  like 
hospitality.  Halted  at  Little  Washington  about  12  l/2  P.  M.  By  our 
route,  8  miles,  by  pike,  11  miles  from  Woodville.  Met  two  quite 
interesting  girls.  In  the  evening  reached  Flint  Hill,  6  miles  (by 
pike  10  m. ) 


Sept.  23.  Reached  Front  Royal  about  12  M.  13  miles.  I  went  to 

Rev.  Mr.  Petty's  where  I  stopped  when  I  gave  out,  charging  last  summer. 

I  was  received  very  hospitably  by  the  whole  family  (Misses  Ellen, 

Sallie  and  Emma).  In  the  evening  made  4  l/4  miles.  Supped  at  Mr. 
McKay's.  Met  the  prettiest  girl  I  have  yet  seen  here. 


Sept.  24.  Reached  Winchester,  l4  3/4  miles  and  bivouaced  on  our  old 
ground,  "Camp  Md." 


Sept.  28.  Joined  by  Capts.  Herbert,  Torsch  and  McAleer. 


Sept.  29 •  Marched  in  to  town,  making  a  fine  appearance. 


Oct.  26.  Spent  the  evening  and  night  at  Mrs.  McDonald's.  Had  a  severe 
headache  and  was  threatened  with  a  spell  of  sickness.  Very  kindly  in¬ 
vited  by  the  ladies  to  remain  there  or  at  Mrs.  G. 's  while  unfit  for  f 
duty. 


*  £ 

or 


Oct.  29.  As  the  young  ladies  intended  visiting  Mrs.  G.'s  for  a  few 
days  I  vent  there  with  them.  My  time  was  spent  most  pleasantly. 
"McGregor's  Gathering",  "Lorena",  "Jane  O'Malley",  "Silence",  "See  our 
Oars",  "Good  Night",  "Rocked  in  the  Cradle  of  the  Deep". 


Nov.  7*  First  snow  of  the  season,  about  an  inch  deep. 

Dec.  2.  Marched  1  mile  on  the  Berryville  road.  At  8  P.  M.  left  and 
marched  to  within  2  miles  of  Strasburg,  making  18  miles  in  all. 

I  felt  sorry  and  could  not  help  feeling  ashamed,  giving  up  Winchester 
again  to  the  Yankees.  Passing  through,  I  stopped  at  Mrs.  G.'s  to  bid 
the  ladies  goodbye.  They  seemed  to  feel  it  so  much,  that  it  added  to 
my  sadness.  I  earnestly  hope  we  may  soon  return  to  hold  it. 


Dec.  5«  Much  to  my  delight  we  received  orders  to  return.  Left  camp 
about  9  l/2  A.  M.  and  arrived  in  Winchester  about  4  P.  M.  where  we 
were  quartered  next  the  C.  H.  Day's  march,  17  miles. 
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Went  to  Mrs.  G.'s  and  enjoyed  the  evening  very  much  listening 
to  the  ideas  of  Miss  S.  and  Miss  F.  McD.  relative  to  the  preceding 
day,  on  which  the  Yanks  took  possession  and  left  and  were  succeeded 
by  the  Confeds.  Our  mess  succeeded  in  getting  a  small  room  to  them- 
selves.  We  can  make  ourselves  very  comfortable  here  if  allowed  to  op 
do  so,  but  on  many  accounts  I  would  prefer  being  in  camp.  The  advan¬ 
tages  here  are  society  and  reading.  I  hope  to  enjoy  both  very  much 
if  allowed  to  remain. 

Dec.  13.  Again  ordered  to  march.  We  are  to  proceed  on  Front  Royal 
road  until  further  orders.  This,  for  a  time,  puts  an  end  to  my 
enjoyments.  I  felt  almost  as  though  I  was  again  leaving  home.  The 

Misses  -  and  all  the  family  seemed  to  feel  almost  as  though  I  were 

a  relative.  I  most  assuredly  felt  so.  But  in  the  vicissitudes  of 
war  I  hope  soon  to  meet  them  again. 

started  about  10  l/2  A.  M.  About  6  P.  M.  bivouaced  on  north 
bank  of  N.  Branch  of  Shenandoah  2  miles  from  Front  Royal.  17  miles. 

Dec.  14.  About  6  A.  M.  started  on  back  trail,  about  2  miles  from  % 0 
N.  Branch  turned  off  into  a  by-road  to  Middletown  on  Valley  pike,  \ox 
5  miles  from  Strasburg.  Marched  about  2  l/4  miles  past  Strasburg 
and  turned  into  the  meadow  lands  to  the  left.  17  m. 

Dec.  l6.  Moved  camp  to  a  woods  on  the  left  of  the  Capon  Springs 
road  about  1  l/2  miles  from  Strasburg  and  3  miles  frcm  camp.  Capon 
Springs  is  17  miles  from  Strasburg. 

Dec.  19*  Received  marching  orders.  This  is  the  second  time  our 
mess  has  made  arrangements  for  a  Xmas  dinner  and  have  been  disap¬ 
pointed  by  moving  camp.  We  marched  to  Strasburg  and  took  two  days' 
rations  of  hardtack.  We  then  took  the  Staunton  pike  and  halted 
about  7  miles  from  Strasburg.  8  l/2  miles. 

Dec.  20.  Marched  to  38th  mile  post  from  Winchester  --  13  miles. 

Dec.  21.  Left  bivouac  about  8  l/2  A.  M.  At  Mt.  Jackson  had  bacon  ^ 
given  out.  At  the  end  of  the  march  enjoyed  it  very  much,  eating 
it  raw  with  hardtack.  This  in  civilized  life  would  60und  very 
strange,  but  it  is  nevertheless  true.  Halted  1  l/2  m.  from  N.  Market, 
on  the  Luray  road.  12  l/2  miles.  Expect  to  reach  Luray  tomorrow, 
but  we  are  moving  about  so  much,  with  apparently  no  reason,  I  am  not 
sure . 


Dec.  22.  Started  about  9  A,  M.  Passed  the  Massanutten  Range  on  the 
Sperryvllle  and  New  Market  pike  for  Luray.  Having  marched  5  miles 
(about  l/2  m.  from  foot)  bivouaced,  with  intention  of  staying  until 
morning.  This  change,  I  believe,  is  caused  by  more  reports  from  the 
cavalry.  We  are  now  on  the  same  ground  on  which  we  bivouaced  on 
20th  of  last  May.  Received  a  nice  pair  of  gloves  fr.  Miss  F.  McD. 


Dec.  23.  Returned  to  our  camping  ground  of  the  21st.  5  miles.  I  can 
not  regret  the  march  over  the  gap  on  account  of  the  view.  The  valleys, 
on  each  side,  are  grand,  very  varied  and  beautiful,  wanting  only  a  fine 
river  to  complete  them. 
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About  021  hour  after  halting  our  Company  was  ordered  to  town 
(2  m.)  at  act  as  "Provost  Guard"  in  New  Market. 

Dec.  24.  Commenced  Xmas  by  writing  to  Mother.  Then  bought  some  home¬ 
made  wine.  This  town  is  a  poor  place  now.  I  know  no  one  in  it  and 
expect  to  pass  a  poor  Xmas,  but  not  such  as  last,  God  forbid. 

Xmas.  So  far  tolerably  pleasant.  Nothing  gay,  nor  even  merry,  but 
at  least  not  unpleasant.  Bought  some  apple-jack  and  went  to  camp. 

The  woods  is  much  better  than  a  wayside  town,  the  inhabitants  of 
which  I  do  not  know.  After  being  in  it  a  while,  as  usual,  I  like  it 
better.  But  I  will  be  glad  to  leave. 

Dec.  31.  Went  with  a  party  of  fellows,  in  a  stage,  to  a  "watch¬ 
meeting"  held  about  3  miles  below  N.  M.  Arriving  there  three  hours 
too  early,  some  of  us  determined  to  go  to  Mt.  Jackson.  Not  finding 
the  ^driver,  I  offered  my  services  as  his  sub.  Had  some  difficulty 
getting  along  until  I  got  a  switch.  At  Mt.  J.  found  some  apple-jack 
which  warmed  us  up.  Started  back  and  improvised  a  whip,  so  that  we 
were  getting  along  finely,  when,  approaching  us  at  a  long  walk,  we 
spied  the  driver  blowing  like  an  engine.  I  hauled  up  and  he  saluted 
me  with,  "I  handle  these  horses".  I  answered  good-humoredly  and 
offered  the  canteen.  Soon  he  was  in  good  humor,  laughed  at  the  trick 
and  we  went  gaily  on.  At  the  church  he  tried  to  give  us  the  slip 
several  times  and  at  last  succeeded.  So  we  had  to  walk  back.  The 
meeting  was  "Methodist  Episcopal".  (Note  21) .  We  watched  the  old 
year  out . 

1863 

Jan.  1.  Watched  the  New  Year  in.  Such  carrying  on  I  never  saw.  Of 
religious  solemnity  I  could  see  none.  It  was  simply  a  mess,  crying, 
shouting,  hallowing  and  clapping  of  hands. 

Paid  a  New  Year's  visit  to  camp,  with  some  horseradish  as  a 
N.  Y.  gift  to  Geo. 

About  10  l/2  P.  M.  received  orders  to  join  the  battalion,  in  the 
morning,  as  it  passed  through  on  its  way  to  "Brock's  Gap". 

Jan.  2.  Capt.  Goldsborough  arrived  early  with  his  Company.  About 
9  l/2  A.  M.  left  town,  passed  Plains  Mills,  about  3  miles  from  N.  M., 
Bowman  Mill,  9  miles,  and  entered  the  gap,  which  is  12  miles  from 
New  Market.  This  gap  is  a  division  of  North  Mt.  forming  a  complete 
break  in  the  chain.  The  road  then  winds  among  the  hills  lying  between 
the  North  and  Shenandoah  Mts.  and  passes  over  the  latter.  A  short 
time  after  passing  N.  Mt.  we  saw  a  rock  jutting  from  the  hill.  It  was 
about  80  feet  or  100  feet  in  height,  and  cleft  hall  way  to  its  base  so 
that  it  stood  in  clear  relief. 


We  crossed  the  North  Branch  of  the  S.  five  or  six  times.  In  some 
places  it  was  amusing  to  see  the  men  attempting  to  cross  on  the  ice  , 
and  breaking  in.  We  halted  about  17  miles  from  N.  Market. 
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Jan.  3*  Roused  at  dawn.  Left  bivouac  at  five  minutes  of  7*  The 
road  continued  along  the  river,  part  of  the  time  following  its  bed 
(now  dry,  but  often  overflowed)  to  the  source.  Then  we  ascended 
directly  to  the  top  of  a  high  spur  and  then  wound  around  several 
in  making  the  descent,  until  we  came  in  the  valley  where  one  of  the 
headwaters  of  the  South  Fork  of  the  Potomac  rises.  Halted  where 
the  road  meets  the  South  Fork.  Day's  march,  I  judge,  to  be  25  miles. 

We  crossed  the  S.  Branch  of  the  Shenandoah  twelve  times  and  six 
of  its  tributaries  once. 

Halted  at  five  minutes  of  5  P.  M. 

7  l/2  P.  M.  have  orders  to  march  in  one  hour. 

9  P.  M.  started  in  good  spirits,  hearing  that  we  were  needed  at 
Moorefield.  Marched  about  three  miles  and  forded  the  S.  fork  of  P. 
four  times,  the  water  being  nearly  knee  deep  and  cold  as  ice.  But  -r* 
the  boys  plunged  in  bravely  and  with  good  spirits.  At  the  end  of  * 0 * 
the  three  miles  came  to  a  tent  and  some  fires.  Some  one  called  out, 
"General  Jones  is  here".  Major  Herbert  was  keeping  on,  but  deter¬ 
mined  to  halt  and  see  Jones.  He  halted  and  Jones  told  him  to  encamp . 

We  soon  tore  down  a  fence  and  commenced  the  process  of  drying.  But 
many  curses  were  heaped  upon  Jones  for  the  useless  march  and  wetting 
of  tonight. 

Jan.  4.  March  forward  about  8  m.  and  Company  ordered  on  picket  about 
3  m.  further  on.  Just  before  halting,  the  Yanks  were  reported  in 
front.  Sent  some  cavalry  ahead.  A  few  shots  fired.  Yanks  retired. 

Jan.  5*  4  l/2  A.  M.  Left  picket  post  with  orders  to  return  to  New 

Market.  Arrived  at  camp,  found  the  battalion  had  left.  We  took 
a  mountain  path,  by  which  we  avoided  the  fords  of  the  S.  Fork  of  P. 

I  acted  as  pilot  and  navigated  very  well  for  the  first  time.  Very 
often  the  path  was  scarcely  distinguishable.  About  12  reached  the 
mill  by  which  we  first  encamped  on  the  3rd.  Halted  and  remained 
about  1  l/2  hours.  Recrossed  the  mountain  and  halted  about  two 
miles  from  the  foot.  Day's  march  about  27  miles. 

Jan.  6.  Overtook  the  battalion  and  marched  about  17  miles,  about  one 
mile  east  of  the  Gap.  vA 

Jan.  7.  Made  New  Market.  11  m.  Our  Company  again  ordered  on 
Provost  duty. 

The  mountain  scenery  on  this  trip  was  very  fine,  especially  from 
the  top  of  the  Shenandoah  range.  From  there  we  saw  mountains  surround¬ 
ing  us,  near  and  far,  and  over  the  most  distant  could  see  one  or  two 
peaks  of  the  Alleghenies.  We  marched  44  miles  in  among  the  mountains ^  ^ 
and  then  could  not  see  the  end.  They  run  along  the  stream,  just  *,1  o 
leaving  a  valley  for  the  rivers  from  100  yards  to  l/2  a  mile  in  width. 
This  both  on  the  east  and  west  sides  of  the  range. 
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Jan.  15.  Tonight  enjoyed  a  "Stag  Dance"  very  much.  Iglehart  playing 
and  others  swinging  around  at  a  great  rate.  Quite  amusing  to  behold 
and  quite  healthy  to  act. 

Jan.  17.  Detailed  to  take  charge  of  a  wagon  and  guard  to  Staunton 
and  back.  Left  about  2  P.  M.  Wagon  being  light,  rode  most  of  the  way 
up.  Stopped  at  Harrisonburg  for  the  night. 

Jan.  18.  Left  about  7  A.  M.  Passed  through  Mount  Crawford,  Pinetown 
(or  Burke  Town)  and  Mt.  Sidney.  About  one  mile  past  Mt.  Crawford 
crossed  the  North  River.  About  six  miles  from  Staunton  crossed  the 
Middle  River.  Between  Mt.  C.  and  Mt.  S.  the  country  becomes  very 
rolling  and  hilly,  then  more  level  and  higher  ground.  Near  Staunton, 
pretty  hilly.  Eight  miles  from  Staunton  there  is  a  hollow  willow 
tree  out  t>f  which  a  constant  stream  flows,  from  a  spout  about  five 
feet  from  the  ground,  known  as  "Willow  Pump" .  It  must  be  on  the 
artesian  principle  and  is  a  natural  illustration.  Reached  Staunton 
about  2  P.  M. 

Jan.  19.  Left  about  12  M.  Stopped  at  Mr.  Perry’s,  19  miles  from  S. 

He  is  from  Charles  County,  Md.  I  there  met  Mrs.  Allen.  It  was  quite 
a  pleasant  accident.  I  had  no  idea  she  was  near  here.  She,  of 
course,  did  not  recognize  me,  but  seemed  pleased  to  see  me. 

Jan.  20.  Reached  New  Market  about  3  P*  M.  The  "Big  Spring",  some¬ 
times  called  "Lacy's  Spring"  is  half*  way  between  N.  M.  and  Harrison¬ 
burg.  An  immense  quantity  of  water  flows  from  it,  but  the  surface 
of  the  main  spring  is  not  as  great  as  that  of  Mr.  McDonald's  spring 
at  Winchester.  That  is  the  largest  one  I  ever  saw.  It  supplies 
the  town,  besides  having  quite  a  large  stream  flowing  from  it. 

The  Valley  of  Virginia  runs  from  north-east  to  southwest  and 
lies  between  the  Blue  Ridge  and  Alleghany  Mountains.  It  is,  I  think, 
divided  into  four  by  the  Massanutten  range,  the  North  Mt.  and  the 
Shenandoah  Mts.  The  Valley  pike  runs  between  the  Massanutten  and 
North.  This  part  is  principally  settled  by  Dutch  descendants.  They 
seem  kind-hearted  and  thriving,  live  in  small  houses  and  have  large 
barns.  Almost  every  house  has  a  large  baking  oven  attached. 

Jan.  28.  Snowing.  Bad  weather  has  commenced.  For  the  last  two 
weeks  the  weather  has  been  bad,  rainy,  snowy  and  cloudy.  The  bat¬ 
talion  went  down  the  pike  a  day  or  two  since.  Today,  I  hear,  they 
are  at  Edinburg,  attending  to  the  getting  of  iron  and  flour.  They 
must  be  having  an  uncomfortable  time. 

Jan.  29*  Battalion  returned  today,  rather  woebegone  looking. 

Feb.  4.  I  have  made  few  acquaintances  here,  principally  because  the 
people  are  of  a  class  with  which  I  do  not  find  association  particu¬ 
larly  pleasant.  They  are  kind  but  neither  refined  nor  educated.  Of 
course  there  are  some  exceptions.  As  a  rule,  the  women,  young  and 
old,  chew  snuff.  This  in  itself  is  disgusting.  They  have  snuff 
parties  and  what  our  boys  call  "gum  sucking"  parties.  As  I  have 
never  attended  either,  I  can  give  no  description. 
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Feb.  14.  The  battalion  passed  through  town  about  10  A.  M.  going 
down  the  Valley.  I  was  detailed  by  Capt.  Murray  to  remain  behind. 


"Rosicrusian" .  The  doctrine  first  revealed  by  Michael  Meyer  in 
a  work  entitled  "Themis  Auria,  hoc  est  de  legibus  Fratemitatis  Rosae 
Crucis"  published  in  1615. 


Feb.  l6.  Left  town  about  9  A.  M.  with  six  others.  Arrived  at  camp 
(l6  l/2  m.  from  N.  M.)  abt.  2  l/2  P.  M.  I  was  rather  sorry  to  leave, 
for  I  was  just  getting  acquainted.  5a*,' 


Feb.  17.  We  have  had  rather  strange  weather  lately.  Snow  one  day 
and  spring  day  next.  Yesterday  was  warm  and  pleasant.  Last  night 
I  spread  my  blankets  and  slept  comfortably  until  about  3  A.  M.  Then 
it  commenced  raining.  About  daylight  I  woke  up  and  found  I  was 
covered  with  snow.  All  today  we  have  had  a  fine,  wet  snow.  The 
usual  weather  here  at  this  season. 


Feb.  18. 

Cloudy  and  raining. 

Feb.  19. 

Ditto,  a  little  sunshine. 

Feb.  20. 

Fickle. 

Feb.  21. 

Clear.  Evening,  cloudy.  Commenced  snowing  9  P» 

M. 

Feb.  22. 

Snow. 

Feb.  23. 

Snow  about  ten  inches.  Bright 

sunshine.  Bright 

starlight 

Feb.  24.  Opened  cloudy,  closed  finely. 
"Woodstock" . 

Had  my  ambrotype  taken  in 

Feb.  25*  Clear.  Tom  and  I  had  our  ambrotypes  taken  together.  Also 
a  head  on  small  plate.  Day  warm,  like  a  late  spring  day. 

Feb.  26.  Opened  with  a  drizzling  rain.  Sun  trying  to  get  the  better 
of  the  clouds.  About  12  M.  long  roll  beat.  Marched  a  little  beyond 
Woodstock  and  halted  in  woods  to  left  of  road.  4  M.  Just  before 
sunset  left  for  camp.  This  move  was  caused  by  the  Yanks  making  a  dash 
near  Woodstock.  They  retired,  our  cavalry  following.  The  result  was 
a  rout.  Our  cavalry  took  about  225  prisoners,  including  a  Major, 
Captain  and  3  Lieutenants,  also  near  200  horses.  Our  loss  I  do  not 
know,  but  must  be  small.  It  was  terribly  muddy,  but  the  battalion 
turned  out  finely  and  as  quickly  as  I  ever  heard  of. 

Feb.  27*  Opened  cloudy.  Closed  clear. 

Feb.  28.  Opened  cloudy  and  continued  so.  Another  long  roll.  Left 
camp  about  2  P.  M. 

Halted  just  beyond  Woodstock,  4  miles  in  40  minutes  from  time  »*■ 
long  roll  beat.  Great  marching.  Heard  the  enemy  had  encamped  this 
side  of  Strasburg,  in  force.  Ordered  back  to  camp  to  cook  two  days’ 
rations.  March,  8  miles.  Rained  during  the  night. 
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March  1.  Reveille  about  3  l/2  or  4  A.  M.  Packed  wagons  at  daylight. 
Day  opened  cloudy.  About  9  A.  M.  bright  and  clear.  Real  March  wind. 

In  the  afternoon  unpacked  wagons.  Did  not  move.,  owing  to  the  report 
of  the  force  of  the  Yankees  being  false.  There  were  really  only  a  few 
cavalry. 

March  2.  Clear.  During  the  night,  rained,  turned  cold  and  cleared. 

March  3*  Clear.  About  11  l/2  A.  M.  commenced  snowing  very  heavily. 
Lasted  about  two  hours.  Then  the  sun  came  out,  the  wind  continuing. 

March  5*  About  12  M.  ordered  to  pack  wagons.  Marched  down  the 
pike  about  3/4  of  a  mile  and  stacked  arms.  In  about  two  hours 
ordered  back  to  camp.  I  suppose  there  was  a  false  report. 

March  l8.  Reveille  2  l/2  A.  M.  Ordered  to  cook  all  rations  issued. 
About  8  left  camp  and  marched  1  l/2  miles  up.  Received  orders 
countermanding  last.  Returned  and  moved  camp.  Now  about  2  l/4  miles 
from  Edinburg. 

March  19*  8  A.  M.  fell  in.  1  l/2  P.  M.  stacked  arms  about  1  m. 

short  of  New  Market.  15  l/4  m. 

March  20.  Remained  in  camp  on  account  of  snow. 

March  21.  Left  8  l/2  A.  M.  in  a  drizzling  snow  and  rain.  Marched 

about  3/4  m.  past  the  Big  Spring  and  turned  to  the  left  and  encamped 
in  a  woods  l/4  m.  from  pike.  Snow  10  in.  deep.  We  soon  cleared 
a  small  space  and  built  a  fire.  I  then  enjoyed  a  dinner  of  hardtack 
and  raw  bacon.  What  would  home  folks  say? (Note  22).  I  consider 
the  latter  quite  a  luxury  now,  when  on  a  march.  11  m. 

March  22.  6  P.  M.  The  snow  has  nearly  disappeared. 

March  24.  Another  Company  (Capt.  Raisin’s)  joined  the  cavalry 
battalion. 

March  26.  Received  orders  to  march  by  daylight  to  Edinburg.  I  believe 
the  object  is  to  get  iron,  of  which  there  is  a  good  deal  near  there. 

March  27.  Left  camp  about  7  A.  M.  and  at  4  3/4  P.  M.  went  into  camp 
1  M.  short  of  Edinburg.  23  m. 

Not  having  had  much  marching  lately  some  felt  it  a  good  deal,  i1 
particularly  those  who  had  just  received  new  shoes.  Went  to  Edinburg, 
looking  for  water,  and  there  had  supper  through  the  influence  of  one 
of  the  fair  sex.  If  I  wish  to  succeed  I  always  make  friends  with  the 
gi rls . 

March  28.  Last  night  about  3  commenced  raining  and  by  accident  some 
ran  over  our  indla  rubber  and  wet  us.  About  6  l/2  started  for  (old?) 
camp  and  arrived  about  3  l/2  P.  M.  Raining  nearly  all  the  way.  It 
was  hard  march  and  all  felt  it.  23  m. 
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April  2.  Passed  my  birthday  on  guard. 

April  9.  Had  an  oyster  supper  but  they  were  not  "St.  Mary's  oysters" 
by  a  great  deal. 

April  11.  The  last  three  days  have  been  warm  and  pleasant,  reminding 
us  that  the  summer  campaign  is  near  at  hand. 

April  12.  Went  four  miles  in  the  country  (to  sit  up  with  Ned  Warring) 
to  Mr.  Flukes'.  This  is  the  best  looking  house,  outside,  that  I  have 
seen  around  here.  It  is  of  brick,  an  unusual  circumstance. 

April  15.  Raining  and  cold.  Packed  wagons  about  9  A.  M.  Did  not 
strike  tents.  5  P*  M.  unpacked.  Passed  an  unpleasant  day.  The 
tent  leaked  badly  and  the  water  overflowed  the  ground  within. 

April  20.  Raining.  Sent  back  all  heavy  baggage  except  tents. 

April  21.  Left  camp  about  9  A.  M.  Halted  at  Coot's  Stone  and 
bivouaced  l/2  m.  from  it,  in  woods.  This  Stone  is  near  Brock's  Gap 
and  about  13  miles  from  Camp.  We  came  into  the  N.  M.  road  passing 
the  suspension  bridge.  March,  13  l/2  m. 

April  22.  Started  about  7  l/2  and  continued  on  same  road  as  former 
march  for  12  m.  Took  the  right  hand  road  and  halted  about  6  P.  M., 
having  crossed  the  crest  dividing  the  waters  of  the  Shenandoah  and 
Potomac.  At  this  point  crest  is  low.  March,  20  l/2  m.  Here  we  -*^,4 
followed  the  Lost  River.  A  very  pretty  little  valley.  Nearly  all 
the  mess  went  to  a  barn  for  shelter.  G.  and  I  laid  down  with  an 
indla  rubber  over  us  and  slept  passably  though  it  rained  nearly  all 
night . 

April  23.  Left  about  7«  Went  to  Matthias  (2  m.),  turned  to  the 
left  and  about  l/2  m.  further  took  left  road  again.  The  first  right 
road  goes  to  Mt.  Jackson,  the  second  to  Winchester.  The  one  we  took 
goes  by  Howard's  Lick,  over  a  high  mountain  and  follows  the  ridge 
3  or  4  m.  We  took  a  short  cut  up,  which  was  quite  steep.  Coming 
down  took  what  is  called  a  short  cut,  but  I  thought  it  longer.  It 
was  very  steep  and  rough,  following  a  stream. 

Got  into  our  old  road  about  1  m.  above  our  last  camp  of  January. 

We  then  forded  the  river  four  times  (i,  five).  One  was  full  leg  deep, 
all  above  the  knee.  We  then  took  the  mountain  side  to  avoid  the  rest 
of  the  river,  which  was  not  fordable.  The  streams  were  very  swift. 

We  had  to  cross  several  very  steep  mountain  sides,  going  up  and  down. 

The  cascades  were  beautiful,  and  the  S.  Branch  of  S.  Fork  of  P. 
being  now  high  is  a  very  pretty  river,  with  something  of  the  grand. 
Whole  march  about  20  m.  This  brought  us  about  3  miles  from  Moorefield. 

April  24.  Marched  to  within  l/2  mile  of  Moorefield.  We  flanked  the 
river  as  usual.  By  mistake  we  went  out  of  the  way.  March  about  4  m. 
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The  river  divides  frequently,  making  several  islands,  seme 
a  mile  long.  The  valley  along  here  (South  Branch  Valley)  is  very 
pretty  and  has  good  land. 

Our  Company  and  Company  B  ordered  in  town.  This  has  been  a  very 
pretty  town,  but  has  been  very  much  injured  by  the  Yanks.  It  is  ^$1 
decidedly  Southern.  I  enjoyed  a  dinner  at  Mr.  Gilkeson's.  We  had 
a  fine  dinner  with  dessert,  for  which  they  would  take  no  pay.  I  took 
supper  at  Mr.  Newman's.  They  would  receive  no  pay.  There  was  not 
a  private  house  at  which  they  would  take  money  for  meals.  The  people 
seem  thoroughly  Southern. 

April  25.  Ordered  back  to  camp. 

% 

April  26.  Moved  camp  to  opposite  side  of  river  and  southwest  of  the 
town,  on  a  hill,  the  end  of  a  spur.  This  spur  has  a  valley  on  either 
side.  Both  are  beautiful.  The  people  very  hospitable.  3ni.  Today 
heard  of  the  capture  of  83  Yanks .  They  were  taken  at  Greenland 
(l8  m.).  They  were  in  a  church  and  fought  well.  All  were  taken  or 
killed  except  two.  Our  loss  pretty  heavy. 

April  27.  About  6  A.  M.  moved  in  direction  of  Petersburg.  After 
having  marched  about  4  l/2  m.  our  Company  ordered  back,  the  Yanks 
reported  to  be  in  our  rear.  Having  gone  back  about  2  m.  received 
orders  to  continue  the  march,  the  report  being  false.  About  8  m. 
from  M.  turned  to  left  towards  Franklin.  About  l6  m.  from  M. 
struck  the  F.  and  P  pike.  One  mile  further  encamped.  The  route 
was  about  15  m.  Our  Company's  march,  19  l/2  m.  Forded  the  streams 
very  often. 

April  28.  About  5  3/4  A.  M.  moved.  Our  route  for  most  of  the  way 
lay  along  the  river.  About  l/2  miles  from  Franklin  halted  at  3  l/2 
P.  M.  The  river  is  beautiful,  clear  and  has  a  greenish  tinge  which 
seems  to  me  to  distinguish  the  waters  of  the  Potomac  from  those  of  j, 
the  Shenandoah.  Our  march  22  m.  The  houses  in  the  vicinity  of 
Moorefield  are  fine  and  large,  much  better  than  in  most  parts  of  * * 
Virginia  that  I  have  visited.  Along  this  road  there  are  few,  one 
or  two  quite  neat. 

April  29.  Moved  towards  Franklin.  When  within  3/4  m.  of  F.  turned 
to  the  left.  Crossed  the  S.  Fork  and  followed  one  of  its  tributaries. 
Crossed  the  crest  and  followed  a  tributary  of  S.  Branch  of  S.  Fork, 
then  the  S.  Br.  of  S.  Fork.  When  about  15  m.  from  camp  turned  to 
left  and  took  mountain  road.  Crossed  a  very  high  mountain  and  halted 
at  its  foot.  March  about  25  m.  Had  to  ford  very  often.  While  rising 
the  Mt.  commenced  raining.  When  at  top,  poured  down  and  rained 
heavily  until  near  camp.  This  morning  took  breakfast  at  Mr.  Johnson's 
1  m.  from  F. 

April  30*  Reached  our  new  camp  2  l/2  m.  above  Harrisonburg.  We  fol- 
lowed  a  small  stream  and  then  "Dry  River"  which  we  had  to  ford  several 
times,  up  to  the  knees.  Raining  nearly  all  day.  March  23  l/2  m.  The 
10  days'  march  about  151  m. 
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The  country  of  the  S.  Branch  valley  is  very  pretty.  Several 
valleys  open  from  it,  each  watered  by  a  fine  stream.  The  lands  fine 
and  well  watered,  used  chiefly  for  grazing.  Some  of  the  farms  are 
quite  large  with  fine  buildings.  Mr.  Williams  owns  an  island,  between 
the  "forks"  about  one  mile  in  length.  Several  partook  of  his  hospi¬ 
tality  which  is  of  the  old  style.  The  whole  country  abounds  in  the 
picturesque,  especially  in  the  terminating  spurs  of  the  Mts. 

On  the  Dry  River  road  there  were  many  highly  pleasing  sights, 
often  of  rock  of  great  height  and  length  covered  with  moss,  with 
frequent  interspersions  of  flowers  and  shrubs  growing  in  the  crevices . 

May  2.  Ordered  to  Richmond  with  provisions.  Reached  Staunton  at 
4  l/2  P.  M.,  having  marched  22  l/2  miles.  (Note  23). 

t 

May  3.  Laid  over  for  want  of  transportation. 

May  4.  Left  at  7  l/4  A.  M.  Stopped  at  Charlottesville  three  hours. 
Left  for  Lynchburg.  Detained  by  train  ahead  being  thrown  off  the 
track.  Reached  Iynchburg  about  11  P.  M. 

May  5*  Left  in  south  side  train  at  4  3/4  P.  M.  During  the  day  in¬ 
vited  to  Dr.  Spencer's  room,  with  others  and  entertained.  Then  ad¬ 
journed  to  C.  H.  by  invitation  of  Mr.  Grayson  and  enjoyed  similar 
hospitality. 

May  6.  Reached  Richmond  about  4  A.  M.  and  turned  over  the  prisoners 
safe.  I  then  went  in  search  of  the  tug  in  which  Richard,  (my  brother 
known  as  "Col.  Zarvona")  was  reported  to  be  coming.  I  accidentally 
found  a  gunboat  which  had  just  come  up.  I  went  aboard  and  found 
Capt.  Davidson.  Just  as  I  greeted  him  I  looked  up  and  saw  Richard. 

May  7»  Wishing  to  be  a  short  time  with  Richard  I  applied  for  a  few 
days'  leave.  Secretary  James  A.  Seddon  granted  me  seven  days. 

Called  on  the  Masons,  also  on  Willy  Wilson  (at  Robt .  F.  Morris', 
Madison  and  Franklin  streets)  where  I  met  Miss  Janie  Wilson  and 
Mrs.  M.  both  of  whom  requested  me  to  remain  to  dinner,  which  I  did, 
and  enjoyed  myself  very  much. 

(R.  arrested  8th  July,  l86l.  Sent  to  Fort  Lafayette  December  3> 
l86l,  and  kept  in  solitary  confinement  until  15th  April,  1863,  and 
reached  Richmond  May  6,  1863).  (Note  24). 

May  13.  Spent  the  night  at  Dr.  Jno.  N.  Powell's  on  Brook  avenue, 

8  miles  from  Richmond  and  1  3/4  miles  from  pike.  Went  there  with 
R.  and  Capt.  Mooks .  liked  the  family  very  much  —  Dr.  P.,  Mrs.  P., 
Miss  Blanche  P.  and  Miss  Watson. 

May  14.  Returned  to  town. 

May  15.  6  l/2  A.  M.  Left  in  Central  train  for  S.  and  arrived 

6  l/2  P.  M.  having  been  detained  by  a  car  ahead  off  the  track. 


47 


iaq  iansvsQ 

-ni  ecfv  x'  .c  \\  x  ■•■!.';  3  qMb  x.n.  a  /led  .<J  \aM 

••  u:  ra  ■  n  .  ,f  av  :  ,  !  i  *  ,.  t?v  na  -+  .  . 9':  1 

•  )&  -d  ✓  .  .  .3  3  .  ra  .3  x  o 
.3d  ‘f )  £*•.'■:  ».V-  v;  1/  ao  ■-  '*  ^  3  a.vK  iitfT  XO  fcadaO 

*£  i-  dotid  sJdsxa'S.xI  ■  [Cl  <  t  Ji  *,.  .  2-  r.rT  r8  t>»  a^-rta  .>l) 

i-.ua  <. . .v  1  *i  uax  -IxixiL'  -■  >  rivtiT  ni  &r^-!  t  <J c'M 

r  5  :  3  r)  *  ( £  38JL  x#H  bnomdst  l  ^sdojasi 

3  .  r  4  \£  I  iim  b  i<  or  ;  IK  m^rt  isCIj  3 
*.3  •  * .  —  xv:  ./i^7  \(  t<  suLt  5c  tl  . aiooM  .  bO  Lba  .fl 

.noe  v-  ,  jtiiM  e  .ci  e*do^  u  {  ralX 

.  uvrod  o3  f»xtxu^  A  s*l  id* 

Mu  3  'i 3  d  r  .  nre-.K  ^aivau  .  k  .1  S\x  d 


May  l6.  Took  passage  in  stage  at  6  l/2  A.  M.  Reached  camp  about 
3  P.  M.  It  had  been  moved  below  Harrisonburg  about  2  l/2  miles,  being 
5  miles  from  old  camp.  Found  that  Capt.  Goldsborough  had  been  pro¬ 
moted  to  the  majorship. 

/VJ<* 

The  camp  is  the  prettiest  we  have  had,  but  water  is  too  far, 
nearly  l/4  m. 

May  25 •  About  5  A.  M.  moved  down  the  pike.  11  l/2  reached  New 
Market  (15  l/2  m.).  Halted  l/2  hour.  The  people  seemed  very  glad 
to  see  us. 

About  4  l/2  P.  M.  bivouaced  on  the  river  bank  1  m.  above  Mt. 
Jackson.  March  about  22  m. 

May  26.  6  A.  M.  mov^d.  Halted  in  Edinburg  and  Woodstock,  an  hour 

each.  Bivouaced  1  1/2  m.  below  W.  near  the  bridge.  15  m. 

May  27*  Marched  down  the  pike  6  m.  and  stacked  arms  on  round  hill 
to  left  of  pike.  Below,  we  have  quite  an  extensive  view.  Went  to 
the  top  of  the  hill,  which  is  quite  a  mountain.  Down  the  valley 
could  see  Strasburg  and  Newtown.  I  also  saw  what  I  supposed  to  be 
Winchester.  Both  up  and  down  the  view  extends  upward  of  20  m.  On 
the  top  is  a  log  pen  raised  by  Banks  as  an  observatory.  We  had 
splendid  day  for  marching,  cloudy  and  cool,  the  sun  not  coming  out 
until  we  were  in  camp. 

May  31.  10  l/2  P.  M.  Companies  A  and  C  left  camp.  Having  gone  to 

within  l/4  m.  of  Strasburg  turned  to  left  and  flanked  the  town. 

Halted  on  the  pike  two  miles  below  S.  March,  about  8  m. 

June  1.  Picketed  with  7  men  on  hill  to  S.  of  picket  about  l/2  or  **• 
3/4  m.  above  Cedar  Creek  bridge.  During  the  day  we  moved  l/2  m. 
below  the  bridge.  The  enemy  not  coming  up,  about  3  P»  M.  we  returned 
to  camp.  March,  9  m.  On  the  way  back  halted  in  S.  Also  on  the  banks 
of  the  river  to  give  the  men  a  chance  to  take  a  swim. 

June  2.  Went  out  to  breakfast  when  I  returned  to  camp,  found  the 
Yanks  had  come  up,  and  the  battalion  had  gone  down  to  meet  them. 

Came  up  with  the  battalion  at  Fisher's  Hill.  The  Yanks  had  left. 

Our  Company  ordered  forward.  Near  the  mill  halted.  Two  more  com¬ 
panies,  "C"  and  "D"  ordered  down.  Moved  into  Strasburg.  After 
several  hours  moved  out  to  the  edge  of  town  and  threw  out  pickets. 

About  12,  midnight,  "A"  and  "C"  moved  down,  and  at  daybreak  halted 
under  cover  of  a  stone  wall  about  11  l/2  m.  from  Winchester.  March, 

10  1/2  m. 

June  3*  Awaiting  the  enemy,  part  of  the  "Md.  Bat.  of  Cavalry"  having 
gone  on  to  try  to  draw  them  on.  About  9  A.  M.  finding  the  Yanks 
,  would  not  come  out  of  W.  we  were  ordered  to  return  to  Middletown  and 
await  Major  G.  Moved  up  2  m.  above  M.  In  the  afternoon  went  to  camp 
which  had  been  moved  to  the  woods  below  our  camp  on  the  Hill.  The 
place  on  which  we  took  our  position  below  MLddlestown,  belonged  to 
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Mr.  Brlnker.  Mrs.  B.  was  very  kind,  giving  milk  to  all  who  wished 
it.  March,  11  m. 

June  4.  Jenkins  reviewed  all  the  troops  of  this  valley.  Evening 

I  was  sent  on  picket  at  the  stone  bridge . 

June  Great  many  passed  through  the  lines,  some  from  Charlestown. 
Some  also  came  in  on  business  or  pleasure.  Among  the  latter  was 
Miss  Davis  of  Newton  whose  acquaintance  I  made  at  Winchester.  She 
seemed  pleased  to  see  me,  rough  as  I  am.  I  was,  of  course,  glad  to 
see  any  one  from  that  part,  her  especially,  as  she  is  pretty  and 
pleasing.  General  Jenkins  passed  out.  He  is  young  and  goodlooking, 
wearing  long  whiskers. 

i 

June  10.  Left  camp  at  10  A.  M.  At  Fisher's  Hill  joined  the  rest 
of  the  command.  At  Cedar  Creek  halted  and  awaited  orders.  Here, 
the  water  being  6  to  8  feet  deep,  the  men  enjoyed  swimming  very 
much.  Staid  all  night.  6  m. 

June  12.  Jenkins  left  for  Front  Royal  to  join  Ewell  who  is  there 
with  his  coips.  We  are  to  await  Trimble  here.  About  5  P*  M.  long 
roll  beat.  Marched  down  the  pike  and  drew  up  in  line  of  battle,  ^  ^ 
cavalry  in  front.  Some  of  the  cavalry  went  on  and  charged  some  ^*1 
Yanks  who  drew  them  into  an  ambush  of  infantry  and  artillery  in 
Newtown.  We  then  came  back,  slung  knapsacks  and  fell  back  about 
1/2  m.  March,  3  m.  Our  loss  about  30  men  and  some  horses.  About 

II  P.  M.  moved  1  m.  below  Middletown.  6  l/2  m. 

June  13.  At  daybreak  again  took  up  our  line  of  march,  halting  fre¬ 
quently,  as  we  have  plenty  of  time.  9  l/2  A.  M.  about  4  l/2  m. 
from  Winchester,  five  or  six  guns  heard.  Moved  a  piece  and  fired 
into  seme  cavalry.  They  skedaddled.  At  this  point  General  Early 
came  up  and  found  his  line  of  battle.  He  has  with  him  our  old 
associates,  Taylor's  La.  Brigade,  now  commanded  by  Hayes. 

The  ball  opened  slowly.  The  enemy  seem  to  be  simply  feeling. 

We  replied  with  one  or  two  shots.  11  l/2  A.  M.  about.  Our  left  is 
now  formed.  Our  Company,  "A",  deployed  as  skirmishes.  There  is  now 
a  perfect  lull.  Soon  they  commence  again.  Forward,  is  the  word. 
Having  advanced  about  one  mile,  halted.  Skirmishing  pretty  brisk 
on  our  left  flank.  Shells  and  minies  in  great  abundance.  Retreat 
500  or  600  yards.  At  this  time  a  piece  of  shell  ricocheted  and 
struck  me,  but  did  no  injury.  A  brigade  sent  forward  on  the  left 
with  a  battery.  Enemy  (battery)  changed  position.  Again  ordered 
near  our  old  position.  Now  musketry  heavy,  with  slow  reports  of 
cannon  on  either  side.  The  enemy  seem  to  be  retreating.  Fire 
slackens.  4  or  5  p.  m.  Enemy  retreat  to  their  fortifications  and 
keep  up  a  cannonade.  Later  a  shot  at  long  intervals,  all  else  quiet. 
Dusk.*  We  relieved  by  two  other  companies .  Went  into  bivouac  on  N. 
side  of  road.  Soon  a  heavy  rain  came  pouring  down.  Edelen  had  his 
shawl.  Geo.  W.  Edelen  and  I  laid  down  on  the  ground  and  covered 
with  this.  But  soon  the  water  came  through  in  streams.  Neverthe¬ 
less  we  fell  asleep  and  did  not  wake  till  morning,  when  I  felt 
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refreshed.  As  the  rain  stopped,  bodily  heat  nearly  dried  my  clothes 
by  daybreak.  8  m. 

June  14.  Having  cooked  part  of  our  rations,  we  move  down.  Slow  firing 
from  the  enemy.  I  do  not  think  we  have  yet  opened.  Threw  out  skirmi¬ 
shers  ("A"  and  others)  and  advanced  to  within  l/2  m.  of  town.  Others 
ahead.  Enemy  firing  from  the  streets.  1  l/2  P.  M.  slow  firing.  The 
enemy  throw  a  good  many  shells.  Little  effect.  Why  our  batteries 
have  not  opened  is  a  source  of  wonder.  About  5  l/2  P.  M.  to  our 
delight  we  heard  our  guns  open  on  the  left.  (Note  25).  Pretty  soon 
the  "Balto.  Lights"  opened,  on  a  hill  l/2  m.  to  our  left.  They 
opened  beautifully.  The  Yanks  returned,  but  fired  badly;  I  suppose 
from  excitement.  Kept  ©ur  line  all  right  as  outpost  picket.  3  m. 

June  15.  At  daybreak  batteries  opened.  Soon  we  double-quicked 
through  the  town,  but  saw  no  Yanks .  They  had  all  left  during  the 
night  having  left  their  flag  flying.  Heavy  firing  towards  the  rear. 

We  captured  about  5^000  or  6,000.  All  the  ladies  seemed  delighted 
at  their  deliverance.  I  met  the  Misses  McD.  on  the  corner.  They 
received  me  most  cordially.  They  seemed  to  regret  our  leaving, 
though  it  was  an  advance.  But  amidst  their  regrets  said,  "But 
I  would  not  wish  you  elsewhere  when  your  duty  leads  you  on".  I  felt 
rejoiced  on  arriving  and  could  not  but  feel  a  mixture  of  sorrow  with 
my  joy  when  leaving,  tho 1  Md.  is  the  goal.  2  m. 

June  l6.  Sunrise.  Moved  on  the  Martinsburg  pike.  7  A.  M.  Halted 
at  right  of  Early's  Division  4  l/2  m.  from  town.  In  the  afternoon, 
joined  G.  H.  Steuart's  Brigade  and  moved  towards  Shepherdstown . 

7  m.  from  W.  passed  through  Brucetown  (Sprucetown) .  About  3  m. 
above  Smithf ield  crossed  the  Opecquon. 

Dusk.  Halted  a  little  short  of  Smithf ield.  The  day's  march 
about  10  m.  The  slow  marching  necessary,  tired  me  a  good  deal.  This 
Brigade  consists  of  10th,  23rd  and  37th  Va.  and  the  1st,  2nd  and  3rd 
N.  C.  Regts. 

June  17.  About  sunrise  moved  towards  Shepherdstown.  About  noon 
halted  3  m.  short  of  S.  making  12  m. 

In  the  evening  I  was  sent  in  to  see  about  getting  rations .  After 
sending  the  wagon  out  we  were  allowed  1  l/2  hours  in  town.  We  were 
very  much  pleased.  The  girls  are  pretty  and  thoroughly  southern. 

I  took  supper  at  Mr.  Harper's.  Three  of  us  went,  and  each  of  us  knew 
some  of  their  acquaintances.  I  knew  Mrs.  Wm.  Chandler,  who  is  a 
sister  of  the  young  ladies. 

June  l8.  Moved,  and  at  4  P.  M.  crossed  the  Potomac  and  bivouaced 
for  the  first  time  on  Md.  soil.  We  led  the  brigade.  When  we  caught 
sight* of  the  river,  a  shout  arose.  On  this  side  we  gave  three  rousing 
cheers .  Then  the  brigade  having  halted  we  gathered  round  our  standard 
and  sang  appropriate  songs.  When  passing  through  Shepherdstown  the 
ladies  displayed  a  Southern  flag,  and  as  we  passed,  turned  it,  showing 
the  coat  of  arms  of  Maryland.  4  m. 
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June  20.  About  9  A,  M.  moved.  Halted  for  rest  on  edge  of  Sharps - 
burg.  Went  into  bivouac  about  2  m.  from  town  on  the  battlefield  of 
Sharpsburg,  or  Antietam.  Our  battalion  thrown  out  as  picket,  our 
Company  on  duty.  About  5  m. 

June  22.  Relieved. 

June  23*  Moved  on  the  Hagerstown  pike.  5  from  Sharpsburg  passed 
Kimmelltown,  named  after  Col.  K.  11  A.  M.  passed  through  H.  I  was 
much  pleased  with  it.  Pushed  on  4  l/2  m.  on  the  Chambersburg  pike. 

15  1/2  m. 

June  24.  Passed  thrcugh  Middleburg,  l/2  m.  from  bivouac.  This  is 
on  the  Line.  A  few  houses  are  in  Md.,  the  rest  in  Penna.  4  m. 
further  passed  through  Greencastle,  quite  a  considerable  town.  Here 
we  turned  to  the  left  and  wound  up  at  Mercersburg,  10  m.  from 
Greencastle  —  5  m.  from  G.  passed  Upton. 

Our  brigade  came  here,  but  the  rest  kept  on  to  Chambersburg. 

I  was  left  in  charge  of  a  guard.  J  P.  M.  ordered  to  join  my  regi¬ 
ment  --  found  it  had  gone  on.  Came  up  to  it  at  McConnellsburg,  just 
across  Cove  Mt.  This  Mt.  is  6  m.  from  foot  to  foot  --  McC.  is  10  m. 
from  Mercersburg. 

The  Co.  had  a  small  skirmish  on  the  Mt.  The  enemy  had  barri¬ 
caded  the  road  and  yet  left  with  a  loss  of  two  wounded,  without  T^*- 
inflicting  any  injury  upon  us.  24  l/2  m. 

June  25 •  Co.  A  in  town  on  duty.  They  were  out  yesterday  as  skir¬ 
mishers  until  they  arrived  in  town  at  9  P*  M.  We  are  in  a  land 
locked  valley,  called  McConnells  Cove,  not  over  a  mile  wide. 

The  town  lies  under  scrub  hill.  Back  of  this  a  mountain  rather 
higher. 

June  26.  Moved  on  the  Chambersburg  pike.  Crossed  Cove  Mt.  which 
is  here  8  m.  from  foot  to  foot,  McC.  being  at  one  foot  and  Landon 
at  the  other.  7  m.  frcm  Landon  is  St.  Thomas,  7  m.  from  L.  and  T. 
is  Chambersburg.  (Note  26). 

We  encamped  about  1  m.  short  of  C.  in  the  Fair  Grounds.  We  had 
rain  all  day.  21  m. 

June  27*  Moved  through  Chambersburg,  towards  Carlisle,  5  m.  from  Ch. 
passed  through  Green  village.  The  street  has  a  row  of  trees  on  either 
side,  and  looked  very  pretty.  11  m.  from  Ch.  passed  through  Shippens- 
burg.  This  is  of  good  size  and  extends  along  the  pike  for  upwards  of 
a  mile.  7  m.  from  S.  passed  Stoughtown,  consisting  of  only  2  or  3  ** 

houses.  We  then  turned  to  the  left  and  encamped  about  1  m.  from 
Stoughtown  and  l/4  m.  above  Springfield.  Both  roads  lead  to  Carlisle. 
Day's  march  20  m. 

June  28.  Passed  through  Springfield,  a  small  village,  near  which  is 
a  large,  fine  spring;  from  this  a  good  stream  flows  turning  two  miles 
west  200  yds.  from  the  source. 
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We  soon  came  upon  the  pike*  Having  marched,  to  within  4  m.  of 
Carlisle,  which  is  32  m.  from  Chambers burg,  we  turned  to  the  right. 

Here  there  is  a  large  T  or  L  house  on  the  left  and  a  barn  on  the 

right . 

We  followed  a  road  and  then  turned  to  the  left,  and  went  into 
camp  about  1  m.  from  where  we  left  the  pike.  I  believe  we  are  now 
very  near  our  Division.  We  enjoy  the  Penna.  cherries  very  much  and 
manage  to  forage,  on  an  average,  one  meal  a  day.  10  m. 

June  29*  Countermarched  3  m*  past  Stoughton.  13  m. 

June  30 •  Moved  pretty  early,  and  at  Green  village  turned  to  the  left 

on  a  road  which  joins  the  Chambersburg  and  Gettysburg  pike.  l/2  m. 

from  Gr.  V.  came  to  Scotland  (a  station)  where  the  R.  road  bridge 
was  burnt.  3  m.  from  Gr.  Vil.  halted.  Day's  march  13  m. 

July  1.  Second  rest  halted  in  Fayetteville  where  we  struck  the 
Ch.  and  Gettysburg  pike.  F.  is  6m.  from  Gr.  Vil.  and  is  a  con¬ 
siderable  town.  Passed  several  villages.  When  about  8  or  10  m. 
from  Gettysburg  heard  reports  of  cannon.  Ordered  to  "step  out". 

When  about  3/4  m.  from  G.  turned  to  left,  crossing  fields,  where 
many  dead  Yanks  were  lying,  also  a  few  of  ours.  Can  not  yet  tell 
the  loss  on  either  side. 

Struck  another  road  and  halted  at  edge  of  town. 

Having  marched  only  22  m.  I  am  more  nearly  "played  out"  than 
I  have  ever  been. 

After  the  sun  went  down  I  felt  better. 

83*  **■ 

Halted  in  town  and  after  dark  moved  along  the  R.  R.  running 
east  from  town.  Crossed  the  stream  above  and  took  the  pike.  Then 
turned  to  left  and  took  position,  as  I  suppose,  to  rear  of  enemy's 
right  flank.  (Note  27).  24  m. 

July  2.  Skirmishing  commenced  pretty  early.  We  were  advanced, 
throwing  our  left  more  around.  Forded  stream  nearly  waist  deep. 

Much  to  my  regret  there  seemed  much  confusion.  (Note  28). 

Going  up  the  hill,  soon  got  under  heavy  fire  and  laid  down;  now 
night. 

Why  we  did  not  charge  is  a  wonder.  Soon,  ordered  on.  Found 
they  had  abandoned  the  first  works,  from  which  they  had  been  firing 
so  heavily.  We  had  been  lying  within  40  yds.  of  them.  Took 
possession  and  threw  out  a  line  of  pickets,  just  ahead.  (Note  29). 

While  relieving  them,  they  opened  a  heavy  fire.  Soon  re¬ 
established  them. 

July  3*  About  5  A.  M.  firing  commenced.  The  Yanks  in  works  on  the 
main  hill  and  about  150  yds.  from  us.  Hot  work  and  loss  pretty 
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heavy  on  either  side.  Co.  "A"  kept  it  up  until  the  men  were  worn 
out  (nothing  to  eat  for  two  days)  and  many  of  the  guns  so  clogged  as 
to  be  useless. 

We  fired,  I  suppose,  on  an  average  from  80  to  90  rounds.  We 
were  then  relieved  by  another  company  and  filled  our  boxes. 

Soon  whole  brigade  ordered  to  left.  Then  by  "File  left"  (File 
right,  or  perhaps,  "Right  by  file  into  line"  --  Apl.  1893)  to  gain 
a  flanking  position.  And  now  our  great  calamity  commenced. 

(Note  30). 

We  fixed  bayonets  and  Advanced.  Soon  were  in  full  view  of  the 
enemy,  but  also  the  same  disorder  and  confusion.  There  seemed  no 
commander,  or  his  orders  were  not  forwarded.  The  left  and  center 
of  the  brigade  halted  in  disorder  and  opened  fire.  The  enemy  pouring 
in  death  volleys.  Our  company,  part  of  "C"  and  a  few  from  3rd  N.  C. 
on  our  right  were  a  good  deal  in  advance,  (though  our  whole  battalion 
was  in  advance).  Our  only  safety  lay  in  charging,  but  no:  "Steady"  -- 
"Steady"  --  was  the  oft  repeated  order,  while  the  men  were  being 
mowed  down.  Still  we  advanced  slowly  to  within  40  ft.  of  the  enemy. 
Then  some  one  ordered  us  to  retire.  All  broke  for  cover,  but  I  fear 
few  found  it.  I  fired  and  was  about  to  turn,  when  I  was  stricken 
down  by  a  ball  in  my  hip,  coming  out  in  front  of  the  stomach. 

(Note  31). 

An  intermittent  fire  was  kept  up  on  each  side,  from  the  enemy 
often  heavy.  While  down  I  received  two  more  wounds,  one  through  the 
left  elbow,  one  through  the  left  thigh. 

The  fire  over  the  wounded  was  awful  to  those  suffering. 

I  managed  to  drag  myself  about  10  ft.  down  the  hill  and  when  the 
firing  lulled  two  Yanks  came  up  and  bore  me  off  to  a  surgeon. 

I  think  they  took  off  all  who  were  near  enough  their  line.  I  met 
Genl.  Kane  who  was  very  kind  and  ordered  me  to  be  taken  to  the  Divi¬ 
sion  Hospital.  Thomas  Leiper,  a  Lieutenant  on  his  staff,  went  with 
me  to  the  Field  Surgeon  who  dressed  my  wounds.  Leiper  then  ordered 
the  best  care  to  be  taken  of  me  and  sent  a  message  to  the  Surgeon 
of  the  Hospital  to  that  effect,  but  I  do  not  think  it  was  delivered. 

Lt.  L.  also  insisted  upon  my  taking  $3*00,  all  he  could  spare. 

I  felt  the  ride  to  the  hospital  (2  l/2  m.)  very  much.  I  was 
kindly  treated  by  all.  Late  in  the  evening  I  was  sent  to  the  Provost 
(2m.)  and  after  suffering  from  the  ride  was  laid  in  the  graveyard, 
without  shelter.  Lamar  Hollyday  and  I  got  together,  managed  to  have 
an  India  rubber  and  a  blanket  between  us.  There  are  a  good  many 
Confederates  here.  While  lying  on  the  battlefield  I  was  grieved  to 
see  poor  Bill  Murray  stretched  out  stiff  and  cold.  Ohl  How  I  felt. 

I  liked  him,  and  he  was  a  fine  soldier,  a  fine  Captain.  He  used  to 
look  forward  with  such  pride  and  joy  to  an  entrance  into  Baltimore, 
and  to  think  his  life  was  thrown  away.  Had  the  left  been  properly 
conducted  and  supported,  the  loss  might  have  been  small,  and  there 
was  a  chance  of  their  gaining  the  advantage  which  would  have  won  the 
battle.  But  all  was  disordered,  the  men  slaughtered.  (See  APPENDIX 
for  "Extracts  from  Marden's  diary  of  the  time  I  was  a  prisoner"). 
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July  7.  We  were  all  moved  to  the  College  Hospital  (Confed.)  in 
Gettysburg.  Up  to  this  time  we  have  been  lying  out,  in  heavy  rains; 
the  sun  being  sometimes  quite  hot  and  irritating  though  under  a  cloud. 
The  surgeons  have  not  even  looked  at  my  wounds,  saying  there  were  so 
many  they  had  not  got  round;  but  they  were  not  active.  One  told  me 
he  had  not  been  to  breakfast  and  could  not  work  before  it.  But  I  must 
not  forget  to  mention  the  kindness  of  Mr.  Davis  of  the  2nd  Pa.  Cav. 
and  his  son.  Mr.  D.,  though  having  work  to  attend  to  with  his  own 
men,  attended  to  us  every  spare  moment,  night  and  day.  Nothing 
seemed  too  much  trouble  for  him.  Hollyday  and  I  would  have  suffered 
much  had  it  not  been  fo^  his  kindness.  He  would  get  us  water,  moisten 
our  bandages  and  assist  us  in  changing  our  position,  and  often  brought 
us  what  we  considered  delicious,  light  bread,  apple  butter,  tea,  &c. 

The  detailed  nurses  did  not  attend  to  their  duties,  he  took  their 
place.  Mr.  D.  and  his  son  belong  to  Co.  I,  2nd  Pa.  Cav.  Mr.  Spencer 
and  his  wife,  attached  to  the  hospital  were  very  kind.  Mrs.  S. 
seemed  truly  to  find  pleasure  in  relieving  suffering.  She  was 
formerly  music  teacher  in  Brooklyn,  I  think.  She  sent  a  letter  for 
H.  and  me  to  Baltimore. 

July  9-  Being  more  comfortably  fixed,  I  am  getting  on  better.  Our 
nurse  is  kind.  But  there  are  not  enough  nurses,  nor  surgeons.  We 
have  not  proper  food.  The  ladies  bring  some  in,  but  of  course  that 
can  not  go  very  far. 

July  19.  Several  days  since  I  was  removed  by  Dr.  Quinan  (a  Fed. 
Surgeon)  to  the  Presbyterian  Church.  Here  I  am  very  comfortably 
fixed.  Sisters  of  Charity  attend  here.  Everything  is  clean  and 
I  get  what  I  want.  By  Dr.  Q. 's  directions  they  attend  particularly 
to  me.  I  could  not  be  more  fortunate  unless  I  could  go  home . 

Mother  has  been  with  me  some  time. 

July  20.  Getting  along  pretty  well. 

July  23.  About  2  P.  M.  went  to  the  cars  expecting  to  stop  at  Harris¬ 
burg.  4  P.  M.  Started  and  was  told  I  would  have  to  go  on  to  N.  Y. 

I  was  not  fit,  but  there  was  no  help.  On  board  all  night.  (Note  32). 

July  24.  A  collision,  which  detained  us  four  or  five  hours.  Only 
one  man  injured.  The  ladies,  in  many  places  along  the  route,  very 
kind.  Reached  E.lizabethport  about  10  P.  M.  11  P.  M.  all  aboard  the 
steamer. 

Met  Mrs.  Broadhead,  of  Easton,  Pa.,  a  niece  of  Jeff.  Davis,  who 
seemed  desirous  of  doing  all  she  could. 

July  25.  3  A.  M.  reached  David's  Island,  in  head  of  Long  Island 

Sound  and  about  20  m.  from  New  York.  This  is  covered  with  hospitals 
and  looks  quite  pretty. 

Sept.  23.  Left  David's  Island  about  4  l/2  P.  M.  in  the  "Thos.  P.  Way", 
from  which  we  were  transferred  to  the  "City  of  Balto.",  an  old  freight 
propeller.  (Note  33)- 
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Sept.  25 •  1  A.  M.  anchored  off  Fortress  Monroe. 

Sept.  26.  About  2  P.  M.  Having  been  transferred  to  the  "New  York", 
left  for  "City  Point"  and  arrived  about  9  P»  M. 

Sept.  27«  About  sundown  the  gunboat,  "Torpedo",  and  a  steamer  with 
two  canal  boats  came  down.  We  got  aboard  and  started,  about  2  A.  M. 
of  28th  for  Richmond.  Detained  by  a  dense  fog.  Reached  R.  about 
10  A.  M.  and  made  "Castle  Thunder",  my  headquarters.  (Note  3^-)  • 

I  will  here  state  that  th^  treatment  of  the  wounded  was  very 
good.  I  saw  no  cause  of  complaint.  Many  ladies  visited  us  and 
were  very  kind.  There  were  three  kitchens  established  by  the  ladies, 
supported  by  private  contribution.  In  these  the  ladies  took  much 
pains  to  prepare  food  more  suitable  for  the  feeble,  than  the  hospital 
afforded.  Many  of  the  ladies  were  southern  in  feeling,  but  the 
"Union"  also  acted  cheerfully  for  our  benefit.  The  "Pelham"  supplied 
me. 


Oct.  17.  Soon  after  arriving  Mrs.  Mason  sent  me  a  kind  invitation  to 
stay  at  her  house .  I  thought  I  had  better  remain  here  while  I  needed 
a  physician.  I  expect  to  accept  her  invitation  in  a  few  days. 

I  found  Mrs.  G.  of  Winchester  here  and  became  acquainted  with 
her  sister,  Mrs.  J.  Green. 

Soon  after;  Miss  F.  McD.  came  down  from  Charlottesville.  Her 
sister  S.  expected.  As  I  find  so  many  acquaintances  here  I  expect 
to  spend  a  pleasant  time. 

Last  night  Miss  F.  said  her  father  desired  to  know  whether 
I  would  like  to  be  recording  clerk  to  the  Court  Martial.  He  met 
me  today  and  told  me  to  make  application  if  I  wished  it.  The  salary 
is  $1000  per  annum.  This  was  an  unexpected  kindness  and  attention. 

Oct.  19.  Concluded  I  could  not  duly  perform  the  duties  in  my  present 
nervous  state. 

Oct.  21.  Removed  to  Mrs.  Mason’s. 

Oct.  29.  Spending  a  very  pleasant  time.  My  wounds  are  healed,  but 
my  leg  painful.  Charlie  Steele  and  F.  Steele  in  room  with  me.  Most 
of  my  lady  acquaintances  are  now  in  Richmond,  and  I  am  enjoying 
myself  more  than  I  expected. 

Dec.  10.  Willie  Edelen  and  I  engaged  room  on  9th  street  from  Gordon 
Hill.  It  is  wanned  by  pipe  through  it  and  has  gas,  for  $22  per  week. 

Dec.  11.  Moved  into  room.  Also  commenced  in  Ma j .  Ambler's  office. 
(Note  35) •  Went  to  a  sociable  at  Miss  Nettie  Powell's.  Late  in  the 
evening,  a  dance  being  proposed,  I  hopped  through  two  sets  and 
enjoyed  them  very  much.  I  also  danced  one  set  a  few  evenings  since 
at  Miss  Jennie  Cooper's. 
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Dec.  14.  Commenced  boarding  at  "The  Linvood" . 

Dec.  28.  Xmas  has  passed.  Though  not  as  dull  as  that  of  '6l,  nor 
yet  of  '62,  it  was  by  no  means  such  as  I  remember  of  old.  With  sad 
longing  my  thoughts  turned  homeward.  Oh l  that  I  could  once  more 
enjoy  a  Xmas  holiday  there.  The  social  gatherings  of  family  and 
friends,  how  grateful  after  all  the  turmoil  of  the  past  three  years. 
Often  does  the  thought  come,  Shall  I  ever  pass  another  at  home? 

God  grant  it. 

1864 

January.  New  Year's  has  passed. 

Though  some  say  it  was  unusually  gay  for  Richmond,  there  seemed 
to  me  little  of  the  usual  display  of  joy. 

January  14.  Left  my  room,  and  also  the  Linwood.  W.  E.  and  I  took 
room  and  board  at  Mrs.  Crouch's,  4th  and  Clay  Streets.  A  large, 
comfortable  room.  Mrs.  C.  a  very  gentle  old  lady  and  I  expect,  very 
kind. 

Feb.  3.  Today  we  were  declared  exchanged.  It  has  relieved  my  mind 
of  much  anxiety.  I  expect  to  report  on  the  8th  to  my  Company. 

Though  not  yet  able  to  march,  I  can  do  camp  duty,  and  hope  to  be 
able  for  field  duty  by  the  opening  of  the  campaign.  Anyhow,  I  shall 
be  fit  for  cavalry,  if  nothing  else. 

I  have  so  many  pleasant  acquaintances  here  now  (in  R.)  that 
I  must  confess  I  am  loath  to  leave  them.  But  duty  must  be  obeyed. 

And  I  would  not  willingly  lose  next  summer's  campaign. 

Feb.  9*  Left  the  office  today,  intending  to  go  to  camp  tomorrow. 

Feb.  10.  Arrived  in  camp,  near  Hanover  Junction,  about  dusk,  and 
expect  to  report  for  duty  tomorrow  after  reveille. 

Feb.  12.  W.,  I  and  B.  F.  having  arrived,  our  mess  held  a  consultation 

about  a  dwelling.  Contrary  to  the  advice  of  all,  except  ourselves, 
we  will  add  to  a  small  house  which  Ridge  Howard  and  Jno.  Henry  put 
up.  Hauled  a  load  of  poles  from  an  old  camp. 

Feb.  13.  Soon  after  reveille  set  to  work.  Henry  and  I  being  the  car¬ 
penters.  By  night  we  had  built  the  addition,  pulled  down  the  roof  and 
pail  of  wall  of  old  house  and  roofed  the  new.  So  in  one  day  we  built 
the  house,  but  did  not  plaster  it.  Having  finished  I  went  to  dinner 
as  hungry  as  a  lion  and  enjoyed  fat  pork,  cabbage  (without  vinegar), 
potatoes  and  corn  bread,  as  much  as  I  ever  did  any  dinner. 

Feb.  22.  We  had  no  celebration,  but  at  night  Cavalry,  Artillery  and 
Infantry  waited  on  Lieut.  Franklin  for  a  speech,  then  we  called 
Johnson  and  Crane.  The  last  excused  himself.  It  wound  up  with 
a  good  deal  of  merriment.  (Note  36). 
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Feb.  25.  On  picket  with  6  men  at  county  road  bridge  over  North  Anna 
river.  A  warm,  clear  day.  Singing  of  birds  and  croaking  of  frogs 
reminding  me  of  spring. 

Feb.  26.  Craig  Lake  sent  to  Richmond,  sick  with  varioloid  or  smallpox. 

Feb.  29*  Battalion  called  out  about  2  l/2  P.  M.  Stacked  arms. 

A  yankee  raiding  party  reported  out  near  Frederick  hall. 

Rain  --  arms  taken  --  night,  two  companies  on  picket. 

March  1.  1  A.  M.  two  more  companies  on  picket.  4  l/2  A.  M.  Bat¬ 
talion  roused  to  await  orders.  About  6  A.  M.  marched  to  the  Junction. 
Keep  train  in  readiness  and  await  orders. 

During  last  night  our  cavalry  engaged  skirmishing.  Yanks  now 
reported  going  down  the  Peninsula.  A  wet  day. 

Some  of  the  Yanks  supposed  to  be  turning  back.  Co.  A  on 
picket  2  l/2  m.  above  on  C.  R.  R.  Drawn  in  3/4  m.  Drawn  in  l/2 
m.  about  6  P.  M.  outpost  drawn  in  one  thrown  out  l/2  m.  from 
reserve  at  forks  of  road;  I  in  charge  with  Corp.  Thomas. 

a*  m- 

Night,  rain,  then  hail,  then  snow.  About  2  A.  M.  cleared.  «.i 
Passed  safely.  One  alarm,  supposed  caused  by  a  man  passing  about 
4  l/2  m.  Fired  one  shot  at  him,  or  it,  as  may  be. 

March  2.  Outpost  relieved.  Fora  reserves  (?)  as  there  seems  no 
chance  of  being  relieved. 

Still  thought  that  some  of  the  Yanks  may  make  a  dash  on  this 

road. 

March  3»  Picket  withdrawn  and  Co.  goes  to  camp.  1  m. 

March  10.  1  P.  M.  R.  H.  and  I  go  into  the  woods  at  reveille  and  cut 

till  breakfast  time.  After  breakfast  return,  in  the  rain.  Got 
wringing  wet  from  my  feet  to  head,  and  came  back  to  find  our  shanty 
leaking.  To  offset  the  disagreeable  part,  is  the  possession  of  enough 
wood  to  last  a  month  or  more. 

March  18.  First  drill  in  artillery.  Detailed  to  drill  one  of  the 
cavalry  companies  (Capt.  Snack's),  in  infantry  skirmish,  every  day 

at  9  A.  M. 

April  2.  My  birthday  celebrated  by  being  my  cook-day.  Snowing  all 
morning.  For  about  l/2  an  hour  the  snow  flakes  were  larger  than 
I  ever  saw.  Most  were  at  least  an  inch,  or  inch  and  a  half  in  dia¬ 
meter.  It  fell  thick  and  fast. 

April  20.  Relieved  from  duty  as  drill -master .  Being  rather  a  "soft" 
thing  I  was  not  anxious  to  give  it  up. 

April  27.  Orders  to  leave  at  8  A.  M.  The  object  is  a  change  of  camp 
Though  I  believe  it  is  not  as  healthy  in  our  huts  in  summer  we  are  all 
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sorry  to  leave  the  comforts  of  winter  quarters.  8  A.  M.  broke  camp 
and  established  ourselves  about  1  l/2  m.  distant,  across  the  Central 
R.  R.  and  less  than  l/2  m.  from  the  Junction.  Busy  laying  out  the 
camp,  and  putting  up  the  various  shelters.  Our  mess  happened  to  have 
a  "fly”  vhich  we  had  used  as  a  roof  for  our  house.  This  taking  off 
the  roof  of  a  winter  establishment,  and  making  a  summer  house  of  it 
is  a  new  feature  in  architecture.  1  l/2  m. 

April  28.  On  battalion  drill  our  Co.  was  divided  and  I  being  the 
2nd  in  rank  present  was  in  command  of  one  company.  Got  through  very 
well  for  my  first  experience  as  company  commander  on  battalion  drill. 

May  7.  Our  mess  employed  a  negro  boy  to  cook  for  us. 

May  9.  About  2  l/2  P.  M.  marched  to  N.  Anna  bridge  on  "Telegraph" 
road  on  account  of  report  of  Yankee  raid.  Co.  A  sent  to  R.  R.  bridge. 
Threw  out  pickets,  &c. 

Two  trains  have  gone  up,  hence  I  think  the  report  false.  Artil¬ 
lery  posted  in  forts.  3  m. 

May  10.  About  1  A.  M.  drew  in  pickets  and  proceeded  to  camp  to  await 
orders.  I  had  to  return  to  the  Junction  with  a  squad  to  get  more 
ammunition.  The  wires  between  here  and  Hanover  C.  H.  cut.  About 
3  l/2  ordered  to  Taylorsville.  Arrived  about  daybreak.  So  far  about 
3  m.  Our  luck,  to  be  moving.  About  8  A.  M.  ordered  to  move  to  the 
fortifications  on  Little  or  Middle  river  to  support  a  section  of  1st 
Md.  Battery.  About  12  M.  informed  that  the  Yanks  are  near  at  hand. 

Moved  on  the  3  Fork  road  about  1  l/2  m.  Here  met  dismounted  Cav. 
and  were  soon  joined  by  Art.  and  most  of  our  Battalion.  Soon  a  scout 
reported  that  the  Yanks  had  turned  towards  Richmond  and  were  passing 
about  9  m.  distant.  In  the  evening  heard  one  of  Diment's  guns.  This 
caused  seme  excitement,  but  soon  heard  that  it  had  been  fired  by 
mistake  at  some  of  Snack’s  Co. 

11  P.  M.  went  to  camp  which  is  about  3  m.  Our  mess  found  all 
right,  minus  our  com  meal.  8  l/2  m. 

May  11.  Ordered  to  take  charge  of  84  prisoners  and  proceed  to  the 
Junction. 

May  12.  A  train  came  down  the  C.  R.  R.  and  left  six  more  prisoners 
in  my  charge.  I  hope  one  will  soon  return  to  take  them  all  to  Richmond. 
All  the  mess  except  Henry  and  the  Ad j .  are  out  of  camp  on  duty. 

Now  is  the  time  we  feel  the  comfort  of  having  a  negro.  We  have 
been  trying  to  get  one  for  a  long  time. 

May  13.  Relieved  and  went  to  camp. 

May  17.  Co.  A  on  picket  on  C.  R.  R.  at  S.  Anna  bridge.  For  the  last 
10  days  we  have  had  rain  nearly  every  day,  often  in  the  shape  of  thun¬ 
der  showers.  5  m. 
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May  19.  Near  sunset  unexpectedly  relieved  by  "Co.  Q"  of  the  Cav. 
Returned  to  camp.  Found  everything  packed  for  a  move. 

Allowing  nothing  to  be  carried  in  the  wagon  except  cooking 
utensils,  this  does  not  amount  to  much.  Shortly  afterwards  ordered 
to  cook.  No  rations  being  allowed  in  the  wagons  will,  I  fear,  cause 
some  little  starvation.  5  m. 

May  20.  Apparently  all  quiet.  In  the  evening  I  walked  out,  and 
returning  met  the  battalion  hurrying  towards  the  Junction.  The 
Yanks  at  H.  C.  H.  Having  obtained  my  arms  I  hurried  down  and  arrived 
at  the  Junction  in  time  to  take  a  train  which  the  battalion  had 
boarded.  This  took  us  to  within  600  yds  of  S.  Anna  bridge  of  C.  R.  R. 

Co.  A  across  the  river,  the  2nd  Platoon,  under  my  charge,  on 
picket.  Md.  Cavalry  skirmishing,  about  1  l/k  m.  in  front. 

Yanks  retire.  1  m. 

May  21.  First  Platoon,  under  Sergt.  Pierson  on  picket. 

May  22.  All  quiet.  Scarcity  of  rations  from  mismanagement.  Camp 
broken  up,  and  men  detailed  to  bring  effects  of  the  Battalion  down. 

9  P.  M.  rations  arrived.  Today  R.  E.  Lee  at  the  Junction. 

Ewell's  corps  passed  by.  The  two  caused  many  rumors.  Nothing 
certain  known,  but  all  confident  that  all  is  right  and  Lee  knows 
what  he  is  about. 

Report  says  we  have  been  turned  over  to  Breckenridge,  but  that 
our  organization  will  remain  intact. 

May  23.  About  12  M.  move  towards  H.  C.  H.  with  orders  to  report 
to  Genl.  Breckenridge  at  that  place.  Arrived  about  1  l/2  P.  M. 

The  village  consists  of  an  old-fashioned  brick  Ct.  House,  *i*3 
a  stone  jail,  a  good  sized  tavern,  a  private  dwelling  and  several 
out -buildings .  Breckenridge,  having  come,  we  find  we  are  to  bivouac 
here.  "C"  sent  on  picket.  3  l/2  m. 

May  2k .  3  3/k  A.  M.  moved  in  rear  of  Division,  on  same  road  we  came. 

Met  the  Telegraph  road  where  it  crosses  the  R.  F.  &  P.  R.  R.  about 
2  1/2  m.  from  Junction. 

The  day  being  hot,  the  road  either  dusty  or  sandy,  and  the  march¬ 
ing  tedious,  the  men  suffered  a  good  deal.  12  M.  reached  our  last 
camp,  where  we  are  now  resting  with  arms  stacked. 

When  we  left  we  had  no  idea  of  marching  over  20  miles  in  a  circle, 
only  to  return  to  where  we  started.  About  U  P.  M.  marched  to  Junction 
took  C.  R.  R.  and  halted  l/8  m.  from  Junction.  Rolled  logs,  &c.,  for 
temporary  breastworks. 
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A  very  heavy  shower.  Later  we  moved,  hack  a  short  distance  and 
bivouacked  about  25  yards  in  front  of  R.  R.  13  m. 

There  was  very  heavy  skirmishing  directly  in  our  front  today 
and  I  think  one  or  two  volleys  of  the  line.  Result  not  known. 

May  25.  All  quiet  till  about  3  P*  M.  when  a  few  guns  were  fired. 

May  26.  Some  skirmishing.  A  few  wounded  Yankees  sent  to  the  rear. 

May  27 •  Pretty  heavy  skirmishing  about  5  l/2  A.  M.  10  or  15  Yanks 

sent  to  rear.  Orders  to  report  to  Col.  Johnson  at  H.  C.  H.,  but 
countermanded  a  few  minutes  later.  9*45  A.  M.  moved  down  F.  R.  R. 
and  stacked  arms  just  below  Ashland,  within  the  race  course. 

4.50  P.  M.  moved  down  the  R.  R.  and  took  the  road  through  the  Hanover 
"Slashes". 

It  is  just  two  years,  less  a  month,  since  under  Jackson  I  marched 
down  this  same  road.  ' 

By  a  singular  coincidence  we  spent  the  night  there  on  the  same 

ground  on  which  we  stacked  arms  a  few  hours  since. 

We  are  now  halted  100  yards  from  where  the  road  crosses  the 
R.  R.,  in  an  apple  orchard  just  where  we  then  halted.  Also  it  is 
the  same  day  of  the  week,  Friday.  I  trust  we  may  meet  with  the 
same  success  as  then,  and  have  as  short  a  list  of  casualties.  Moved 
on  and  about  1  m.  turned  down  the  Telegraph  road,  which  we  found 
very  bad.  Darkness  made  the  march  worse  still.  10  P.  M.  halted  on 
bank  of  Stoney  Creek,  about  7  m.  from  Ashland.  14  m. 

The  road  through  the  "Slashes"  is  peculiar,  being  alternately 
fine,  firm  sand  and  deep,  whitish  mud. 

May  28.  10  l/2  A.  M.  moved  on  the  road  to  Atlee's  Station.  1  m. 

below  crossed  the  road  from  Hanover  C.  H.  Struck  the  C.  R.  R.  just 
above  Atlee's  Station,  at  which  place  we  crossed  it,  being  5  m.  from 
our  bivouac.  l/2  m.  further  stacked  arms. 

6  P.  M.  moved  toward  "Old  Church"  and  halted  after  2  l/2  m. 
march.  Took  position  as  reserve  of  Division.  Yankee  picket  about 
1  or  1  1/2  m.  below.  8  m. 

May  29.  All  quiet,  except  a  little  skirmishing,  till  about  3  P*  M. 
when  our  skirmishers  were  driven  in  and  at  3  l/4  P.  M.  the  first  gun 
was  fired.  Two  more  fired  and  all  again  quiet.  We  moved  up  in  line 
of  battle  to  Mr.  Gardner's  lane,  whose  house  is  about  150  yds.  to  our 
right. 


Just  on  our  left  is  Mrs.  Taliaferro's  house. 

Two  hundred  yards  in  front  is  a  small  stream,  "Totopotomie 
Creek".  On  the  opposite  side,  and  600  or  'JOO  yds.  from  it,  is  a  fine 
dwelling.  Unf ortum tely,  in  it  is  a  family,  seme  too  sick  to  be 
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removed.  5  l/2  P.  M.  skirmishing  has  commenced.  Our  batteries  are 
on  the  south  banks,  in  temporary  fortifications  thrown  up  last  night. 
Sunset,  skirmishing  pretty  heavy.  A  sharp  shooter  firing  at  us,  but 
in  vain.  In  evening  moved  back  150  yds.  to  where  we  lay  last  night. 

May  30.  Some  skirmishing.  About  11  A.  M.  our  batteries  opened. 

12  M.  Yanks  open.  They  fire  high,  most  of  the  shells  passing  over  us, 
we  being  in  a  hollow  to  right  of  last  night's  position.  A  little 
after  sunset  Yanks  open  a  heavy  fire  of  shells  and  spherical  case. 

Have  our  range  well,  but  fortunately  none  hurt. 

May  31*  Sgt.  Pearson  sent  to  rear  sick.  Whole  line  (of  Division) 
moved  about  800  yds.  to  rear,  to  obtain  a  better  position,  and  also 
to  rectify  general  line.  8  l/2  A.  M.  batteries  open.  Several  shells, 
&c.,  strike  around  us,  unpleasantly  near.  One  more  wounded  and  sent 
to  rear.  l/2  m. 

June  1.  All  quiet.  I  went  to  the  stream  and  washed  the  clothes  I  had 
on,  not  knowing  when  I  should  have  a  chance  tq  change. 

2  P.  M.  Yanks  opened  and  for  a  short  time  shells  and  minies 
were  hunting  for  us.  One  of  our  Co.  was  struck,  but  not  hurt.  Our 
chief  source  of  trouble  is  the  want  of  good  tobacco. 

June  2.  About  1  l/2  A.  M.  found  our  Division  had  moved  and  without 
awaiting  orders,  marched. 

We  moved  to  the  rear  till  we  struck  a  road  leading  by  a  house  on 
the  right,  to  the  Mechanic sville  road.  On  that  turned  to  the  left. 

2  m.  passed  Shady  Grove  Church.  2  m.  further  came  to  Mechanic  sville 
and  took  the  road  to  Gaines'  Mill,  which  is  about  3  l/2  m.  2  1/2  m. 
halted  in  woods  for  rest.  Took  the  road  to  the  right  (i  believe  the 
same  place  where  our  battery  fired  by  mistake  on  the  S.  C.  two  years 
since)  and  soon  halted  for  the  Division  which  we  then  heard  was  in 
rear.  About  10  A.  M.  moved  with  Division.  About  h  m.  passed  Dr.  ^  ^ 
Gaines'  house.  A  short  distance  beyond  left  road  and  crossed  field > 
to  left  and  gradually  wound  around  hills  to  the  right.  About  l/2  m. 
rest  of  Division  formed  line  a  short  distance  in  front,  and  our  bat¬ 
talion  in  reserve,  Breckenridge  remarking  that  he  would  soon  have  us 
in  front  and  felt  sure  we  would  never  break.  I  have  heard  of  his  com¬ 
plimenting  us  several  times,  though  he  has  never  seen  us  in  action. 

5  P.  M.  moved  in  rear  of  first  line.  Minies  abundant  and  cause  us 
to  keep  flat.  Later  a  line  forms  in  our  rear.  During  the  night 
disturbed  by  frequent  volleys  from  front  line.  11  m. 

June  3.  About  5  A.  M.  Yanks  break  through  our  line  a  little  to  our 
left  and  front.  The  line  in  rear  of  us  charge.  No  order  given  us 
but  a  majority  of  the  battalion  can  not  be  restrained  and  rush  in 
with  them.  This  causes  a  little  confusion,  but  the  charge  is  success¬ 
ful  and  we  retake  the  trenches.  The  battalion  is  pretty  well  mixed  up. 
Our  position  in  the  trenches  is  subject  to  an  enfilade,  partially 
reverse,  fire  and  hence  is  decidedly  unpleasant. 
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Traverses  help  us  but  ve  are  too  much  crowded. 

Today  a  party  in  which  were  some  of  our  battalion  and  Co.  charged 
the  rifle  pits  in  front  and  brought  in  about  20  prisoners.  About 
9  P.  M.  our  Division  relieved.  We  go  back  on  the  road  we  came  in, 
about  3 A  m.  Our  Co.  loss  today,  2  killed,  5  wounded,  battalion  loss, 
4  killed,  34  wounded.  At  the  charge  in  the  morning,  a  portion  of  the 
battalion  retake  our  artillery,  and  man  a  gun  under  Lieutenant  Chas. 
Wise  and  open  on  the  enemy.  They  had  tried  to  turn  it  on  us,  but  had 
not  time.  The  men  behaved  gallantly  and  had  we  had  orders  it  would 
have  been  a  brilliant  affair.  l/2  m.  (Note  38)* 

June  4.  Move  back  l/4  m.  About  8  P.  M.  I  took  off  my  shoes  hoping 
to  rest  quietly  though  so  near  the  front.  But  immediately  after,  the 
enemy  charged,  also  opening  with  mortars  and  guns .  They  shelled  the 
woods  in  which  we  are  pretty  warmly,  but,  fortunately,  in  vain. 

Soon,  by  the  cheers  of  our  men  in  front,  we  were  assured  that 
the  enemy  were  repulsed,  and  then  we  slept  in  comfort. 

Yesterday  several  amusing  events  occurred.  For  instance,  two 
of  our  battalion  reached  the  rifle  pits  and  at  the  same  time  seme 
Yanks  took  possession  of  them.  The  fire  was  too  hot  to  go  either  way. 
So  they  agreed  that  whoever  held  the  pits  at  night  should  claim  the 
others  as  prisoners.  At  night  we  charged  the  pits  and  our  two  brought 
in  their  prisoners. 

Another,  of  Clark's  battalion,  was  also  in  a  pit  with  a  Yank. 

They  played  cards  all  day,  and  at  night  he  brought  Mr.  Yank  in. 

When  our  line  was  broken  a  "Confed"  jumped  into  a  pit  which 
happened  to  be  in  rear  of  the  outer  line.  Soon  a  Yank  jumped  in  to 
avoid  the  bullets.  Yank  says,  "Are  you  a  Reb?"  Reb,  "Yes."  "Then 
surrender."  Reb  touched  his  hat  and  surrendered.  Just  after,  we 
charged  the  Yanks  and  drove  them  back.  Now  came  Reb's  turn.  He 
said,  "Are  you  a  Yank?"  "Yes."  Reb,  "Then  take  off  your  hat  and 
surrender."  Off  came  Mr.  Yank's  hat  and  Mr.  Reb  marched  him  to  the 
rear."  lA  m. 

June  5*  All  quiet  till  8  P.  M.  when  a  heavy  fire  opened  in  front. 

In  a  few  minutes  the  shelling  commenced,  making  this  woods  decidedly 
warm.  They  had  better  range  of  it  than  yesterday.  Tom  Harrison 
wounded  in  foot.  Grant  seems  determined  to  annoy  us  just  as  we  are 
about  to  take  our  rest. 

June  6.  During  the  day  pretty  quiet.  But  all  night  there  was  picket 
firing  and  sometimes  heavy  skirmishing,  which  once  or  twice  made  us 
seek  the  hollow,  expecting  the  usual  night  visitors.  Only  one  or  two 
called.  About  10  P.  M.  the  Division  moved  off,  leaving  us  with  orders 
to  report  to  A.  P.  Hill. 

I  believe  they  go  to  the  Valley.  What  will  be  our  orders,  no 
one  knows. 
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June  7*  Ordered  to  report  to  Genl.  Fry,  of  Heth's  Division.  Moved 
to  right  about  l/2  m.  and  take  position  in  second  line  of  entrench¬ 
ments  with  Fry's  Brigade,  Heth's  Division,  A.  P.  Hill's  corps.  This 
is,  I  fear,  a  breaking  up  of  the  "Line"  and  consequently  we  will  not 
get  the  credit  should  we  do  anything  worthy.  l/2  m. 

June  8.  All  quiet  till  7  P.  M.  when  we  had  music  from  cannon,  shot 
and  shell  for  an  hour. 

June  9*  Quiet  broken  only  by  a  few  picket  shots. 

June  10.  Generally  quiet.  About  dusk  we  were  serenaded  by  a  Yankee 
band  which  we  could  hear  quite  distinctly. 

June  11.  Sergt.  Pearson  returned  to  duty.  All  quiet  till  about 
7  P.  M.  when  a  few  shot  and  shell  visited  us.  One  solid  shot,  hap¬ 
pening  to  just  escape  the  crest  of  the  hill  passed  through  four  of 
our  fly-tents,  2  of  "B",  1  of  "F"  and  1  of  "A". 

By  the  mercy  of  God,  no  one  was  touched.  * 

June  12.  Today,  Sunday,  Mr.  Duncan  had  service.  Amidst  the  exercises 
I  heard  the  Yankee  band,  and  frequent  shots  from  the  pickets.  We  have 
had  frequent  services  lately,  generally  the  picket  firing  being  heard 
during  them. 

June  13.  About  6  l/2  A.  M.  moved  over  McClelland's  (Grape  Vine) 
bridge.  The  causeway  and  all  is  about  l/2  m.  long,  though  the  bridge 
proper  occupied  only  two  pontoons.  After  crossing  moved  towards  our 
left,  by  fields  and  by  roads  and  struck  the  Williamsburg  road. 

Relieved  seme  cavalry  and  sent  out  skirmishers. 

Wagner  is  wounded  and  can  not  be  brought  off  yet . 

Vite  of  Co.  “C"  was  killed  trying  to  get  to  him.  Four,  I  think, 
of  the  Battalion  killed  and  wounded.  Entrenching  all  afternoon.. 

(Having  marched  about  4  m.  crossed  the  Y.  R.  R.  R.  at  Meadow  Station). 

1  »«i*v 

From  the  Williamsburg  road  we  took,  I  think,  the  road  leading  >1*1  % 
through  "White  Oak  Swamp".  Wagner  brought  off  during  the  night  badly 
wounded.  7  m. 

June  14.  8  l/2  A.  M.  Yanks  having  left,  we  form  brigade,  and  take  the 

road  again,  soon  crossing  a  bridge,  which  I  recognize  as  the  same  which 
we  crossed  in  coming  from  Harrison's  landing,  in  '62. 

In  a  few  minutes  halted;  why,  I  know  not.  We  laid  along  the 
roadside  all  day  and  night. 

I  then  enjoyed  sleeping  without  shoes  or  stockings  for  the  first 
time  for  twenty-two  days. 

There  is  a  report  that  the  Yanks  burned  a  bridge  behind  them  and 
we  are  repairing  it. 


> 
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I  don't  know  whether  it  is  true. 

(15th)  We  are  now  on  the  road  leading  to  Malvern  Hill,  about  2  m. 
above  the  crossing  of  the  road  leading  to  Charles  City  C.  H.  from 
Richmond.  1  m. 

June  15 •  About  7  A.  M.  Stacked  arms  in  line. 

8  l/2  A.  M.  formed  line  of  battle  (otherwise  "line  of  fight", 
later  "Strick  of  fought")  along  road,  left  of  our  brigade  resting 
near  the  bridge.  Built  breastworks,  and  sent  out  skirmishers,  who 
report  all  quiet. 

June  16.  12  3/4  P«  M.  Battalion  go  on  picket  about  1  m.  on  the 

road  leading  to  Long  bridge,  which  leaves  the  Malvern  Hill  road  to 
the  right  about  3A  m.  from  the  bridge  in  our  rear.  We  are  at  the 
junction  of  the  Long  bridge  road  and  road  to  Gancey's  Shop.  1  m. 

June  17.  Battalion  relieved  about  5  l/2  P»  M.  Arriving  at  our  pos¬ 
tion,  found  orders  to  move. 

« 

6  l/2  P.  M.  started  taking  a  by-road  (new)through  fields  and 
woods  to  Charles  City  road.  In  that  we  turned  to  right,  thus  going 
towards  Richmond.  Marched  about  5  m.  and  halted  at  8  l/2  P.  M. 
about  2  m.  from  White's  tavern. 

The  road  was  very  dusty  and  three  swamps  lay  in  our  way;  the 
two  rendering  the  march  rather  unpleasant.  6  m. 

June  l8.  4  l/2  A.  M.  moved.  At  White's  tavern  took  a  by-road  to 

left  and  struck  the  New  Market  road,  (about  4  m.  from  C.  C.  R.)  in 
which  we  turned  to  the  right  and  followed  it  about  1  l/2  m.j  then 
took  the  road  by  Chapin's  farm  to  the  pontoon  bridge.  (Note  39) • 
Thence  to  the  R  &  P.  pike  to  Port  Walthall  Junction.  Just  below  we 
took  train  for  Petersburg  at  5  P*  M.  So  for  today,  21  m. 

Soon  after  passing  Drury's  Bluff  heard  heavy  firing  towards  our 
right,  which  we  afterwards  hear  was  caused  by  a  charge  of  the  Yanks 
with  like  results  on  May  12th  and  June  3rd.  All  seemed  to  feel  the 
march  very  much.  1  m.  from  P.  left  the  train,  having  ridden  nearly 
4  m.  which  was  a  pleasant  change. 

Took  road  to  Fort  Clinton,  but  soon  turned  to  right  and  took  our 
position  about  1  m.  from  where  we  left  R.  R.  In  sight  of  spires  of  P. 
and  1  m.  down  the  river.  Night  occupied  in  entrenching.  22  m. 

June  19.  Visited  by  a  few  shell.  Trees  have  been  cut  down,  and 
planted  in  rear  of  the  works,  which  accord  us  a  pleasant  shade,  with 
little  trouble.  10  l/2  P.  M.  rather  heavy  firing  towards  the  right, 
with  considerable  artillery. 

June  20.  8  A.  M.  our  batteries  open  and  keep  up  a  rapid  fire  for 

some  time. 
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June  21.  12  M.  Genl.  Lee  visits  this  part  of  the  line.  6  l/2  P.  M. 
Moved  by  same  road  ve  came  as  far  as  the  R.  R.  which  we  crossed  and 
having  struck  the  pike  turned  towards  Petersburg. 


Halted  in  the  town  and  were  then  ordered  back. 


It  being  now  dark,  we  came  across  the  fields,  being  nearer.  In 
the  day  this  route  is  in  sight  of  the  enemy.  3  l/2  m. 

June  22.  Lt.  Zollinger  returned  from  his  Maryland  trip  and  reports 
that  Sergt.  Smith  was  captured. 

June  23.  The  enemy  throw  shells,  a  little  to  our  left,  with  much 
accuracy,  but  no  one  hurt. 


June  24.  7.5  A.  M.  Batteries  along  lone  open  a  hot  fire  on  Battery 

No.  5,  for  the  purposes  (reported)  of  covering  a  charge  by  the  right. 
Continued  one  hour,  during  which  our  skirmishers  on  the  right 
charged  and  were  apparently  successful. 

June  25 •  2.15  A.  M.  On  account  of  heavy'  details,  it  is  thought 

necessary  to  send  non-commissioned  officers  on  the  skirmish  line. 

I  go  out. 

3  l/2  A.  M.  Brigade  moves  towards  Fort  Clifton,  leaving  only 
our  skirmish  line  to  hold  this  part.  But  the  position  is  strong. 
(Note  40). 

5  l/2  P.  M.  Cannonading  for  the  last  hour. 


The  line  of  flight  is  about  8  yds.  to  our  right  and  as  some 
shells  burst  opposite  us,  it  was  a  little  unpleasant.  The  marching 
of  our  battalion  was  by  mistake,  consequently  it  returned  and  now, 


with  the  47th  Va.  will  hold  this  line. 

Battalion  marched  about  8  m.  suffering  a  good  deal  from  the 
heat.  8  m. 


P  sa'h 


June  26.  9  A.  M.  Very  hot.  For  the  last  5  or  6  days  the  weather 
has  been  intensely  hot.  We  have  had  no  rain  since  May  24th,  except 
a  drizzle  on  June  2nd.  8  P.  M.  go  on  skirmish  line. 


June  27.  3  A.  M.  relieved.  All  quiet.  Cloudy  all  around,  but  no 

rain. 

June  28.  The  air  much  cooler,  from  the  surrounding  rain.  I  go  on 
picket . 

June  29»  While  on  picket  Yanks  shelled  pretty  warmly.  Relieved. 


June  30 •  5*10  P.  M.  Heard  heavy  musketry  on  our  right,  and  our 

batteries  open. 


Yanks  have  our  range  with  both  rifles  and  mortars,  but  fortunately 
no  one  hurt. 


> 


65 


gn Isd  KBbl  jJJ  w.  i  £201*8  snro  nw  tiL  .rb  ;•  ;  a  .t  . 

uriritf  f>/(  tlv'-i  1  a.  *  n't  Jb-  rurJ  jr.  *c>*r.-UJ  '  iJ  .  °.  sox* 


no  9~  iri  .0.  ,  «$(;©  --f  ci  fcuoXfi  .M  .1  o’l  sm/L 

.J-d  h  axi  \<f  tad:  /  in.  7°'  ro  ;  '/•ano.a'*  assoc  v  2  *J:f  iol  .cK 
dd^X'i  iv  j  no  l  >iibhsri.uLa  t.-jo  xlotriv  g-'iliun  KUJCd  an o  Ist/nliaoD 

.  .J  '  It!-  3  Vic  X,  y'  «  S'lSV  B0 


el  JX  V  ?rl  rro  tfm/noaB  )  J*  /  '  1. S  ecc/V 

X,J  to  ..•>jnt,:C  Knoi‘l*  )  3  «:o'i  -.in  r-  9V<Xi  ■?.*  if?  J\  k  .  I 

.(04  aioH) 


XdJ  Mod  XI  Xw  .i>V  rf*y4  srii  dXiv 


Firing  continues  for  1  l/2  hrs.  after  which  pretty  quick  skir¬ 
mishing  kept.  Yanks  supposed  to  have  charged.  I  go  on  picket  line. 

July  1.  All  quiet.  Very  sultry,  with  hot  wind. 

July  3»  Rather  more  pleasant.  Go  on  picket  line. 

During  the  night  the  Yanks  amuse  us  with  fireworks  in  the  shape 
of  bomh  shells,  firing  three  and  four  together.  Passing  through  the 
air  they  look  very  pretty,  but,  when  bursting  near,  are  unpleasant. 

I  thought  they  were  preparing  for  the  "Fourth'1 . 

July  4.  All  very  quiet.  The  expected  demonstration  not  coming  off. 

6  l/2  P.  M.  Our  battalion  and  the  47th  Va.  relieved  by  two  regts. 
of  Scale ' s  brigade . 

Skirmishers  relieved  from  them. 

7.45  P.  M.  moved  by  road  we  came  in.  At  the  pike  halted  about 
3  hrs.,  I  think,  to  wait  for  the  rest  of  the  brigade.  About  10  3/4 
moved,  passing  through  Petersburg.  Plaited  about  1  l/2  m.  out  on  the 
military  road,  in  a  fine  young  apple  orchard.  5  l/2  m. 

July  5»  Moved  into  position,  going  behind  the  trenches  a  few  hundred 
yards  from  us . 

We  are  about  400  yards  from  Weldon  R.  R.  opposite  the  lead  works. 
The  Southern  Road  running  with  the  R.  R. 

July  6.  Our  position  is  very  unpleasant,  there  being  little  shade  and 
a  road  passing  directly  bY  us.  The  latter,  owing  to  the  drought,  is 
terribly  dusty.  We  are  near  water  and  have  little  to  do. 

July  8.  The  drought  still  prevails,  though  we  are  blessed  with  some 
clouds  which  give  promise  of  rain  ere  long.  4  l/2  P.  M.  ordered  to 
hold  ourselves  in  readiness.  Various  rumors.  The  principal,  that 
al 1  the  artillery  is  going  to  open.  About  5  M.  heard  pretty  heavy 
musketry,  with  cannon  on  the  left.  Then  a  cheer,  apparently  from  our 
men,  which  led  me  to  believe  that  either  we  had  charged,  or  repulsed 
a  Yankee  charge. 

I  think  I  have  now  proved  that  I  can  do  Infantry  duty.  But  my 
leg  and  foot  are  still  often  painful  and  I  do  not  seem  to  be  as 
strong  as  formerly,  nor  to  bear  fatigue  as  well. 

But  I  think  I  can  see  this  summer  out,  and  have  strong  faith 
that  this  summer  will  end  the  fighting.  Piow  the  North  can’  continue 
longer  in  its  folly,  I  can  not  understand.  God  grant  I  may  not  be 
disappointed.  To  see  this  war  out  and  once  more  to  meet  my  friends 
in  peace,  is  now  the  acme  of  my  wishes. 

July  9.  Made  a  hickory  pipe  and  got  a  genuine  reed  root  stem  down 
in  the  stream,  after  which  I  enjoyed  the  use  of  it. 
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July  10.  7  P,  M.  Moved  and  formed  the  Division  at  the  Lead  and 

Copper  Works.  Then  took  the  Weldon  R.  R.  and  marched  about  2  l/2  m., 
formed  line  of  battle  and  threw  out  skirmishers.  Supposed  to  be  to 
prevent  an  attack  upon  trains  coming  in.  2  l/2  m. 

July  11.  Moved  down  for  shade,  but  the  place  was  not  as  comfortable 
as  where  we  were.  10  A.  M.  ordered  to  form  line  again  on  R.  R.  as 
Yanks  are  in  line,  tho'  distant. 

Improved  our  "posish"  a  little,  and  I  soon  went  to  a  deserted 
house  yard  about  50  yds.  distant.  There  is  a  large  apple  orchard 
here . 


Last  night  and  this  morning  I  feasted  in  it. 

It  was  perfectly  cleaned  out.  3  m. 

July  12.  5  l/2  A.  M.  Moved  to  <j>ur  "posish"  behind  the  breastworks 

by  a  short  cut.  2  m. 

July  14.  Rumors  that  Early  is  in  Baltimore.  Northern  news  that  he 
is  within  7  miles  of  it. 

Of  course  some  excitement  among  us,  and  more  regret  that  we  were 
not  sent  with  Early.  Officers  meet  and  draw  up  a  memorial  to  Genl. 
Lee,  desiring  to  be  sent  to  that  army. 

July  15*  Good  news  from  Md.  Would  we  were  there! 

July  18.  Yesterday  Yankee  pickets  in  our  front  reported  that  Grant 
had  died  from  effects  of  shell  wound.  If  so,  I  wonder  what  effect 
it  will  have.  Conflicting  accounts  of  Early.  But  I  believe  all  is 
right . 

Morning  opened  with  a  heavy  mist,  with  a  few  drops  now  and  then, 
the  nearest  approach  to  rain  for  some  time.  A  little  rain  at  night. 

July  19.  A  first  rate  rain  which  no  doubt  will  do  the  corn  good, 
though  rather  late . 

July  20.  IP.  M.  cleared,  though  cloudy  after. 

Dress  parade  held  and  Genl.  Lee's  reply  to  our  memorial  (asking 
to  be  sent  to  Early  in  Md.)  read.  He  said,  "Genl.  Early  is  now  in 
the  Valley;  therefore  the  object  of  the  memorial  can  not  be  accom¬ 
plished.  Should  another  opportunity  offer  this  brave  battalion  shall 
be  remembered." 

July  24.  Today  wrote  letters  relative  to  the  Va.  Vol.  N. 

July  27*  2  P.  M.  Moved  off  forming  brigade  on  road  leading  to 

Halifax  St.  (same  we  came  out).  Kept  on  west  suburbs  of  town  to 
avoid  being  seen  by  enemy,  then  struck  P.  &  R.  pike  and  having  marched 
about  6  m.  took  the  cars  (about  3  m.  from  town)  at  5  l/2  P.  M.  Having 
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ridden  about  10  m.  debarked  Rice's  Station  and  at  7  l/2  P.  M.  moved 
towards  Drury's  Bluff.  Owing  to  the  miserable  order  of  march,  the 
brigade  became  divided  and  our  part  went  l/2  m.  out  of  the  way. 

(While  on  the  cars  saw  Butler's  observatory,  very  high).  Crossed 
the  James  at  the  Bluff  and  took  the  same  road  by  which  we  came, 
turned  down  the  River  road,  and  having  passed  Chapin's  Bluff, 
turned  to  left  and,  by  twisting  and  turning,  arrived  at  our  halting 
place  at  2  l/2  A.  M.  of  28th. 

About  l/5  of  brigade  came  in.  I  was  tempted  several  times  to 
give  up,  but  by  an  effort  of  will  staggered  along  to  the  end.  I  can 
not  stand  marching  as  formerly;  but  all  felt  it  much  and  only  1/3  of 
Co.  A  came  in,  but  that,  I  think,  was  nearly  double  the  proportion 
of  any  other  in  the  brigade.  Day's  march  at  least  17  m. 

July  28.  Moved  l/2  m.  down  road  and  took  position  in  trenches,  throw¬ 
ing  out  skirmishers.  A  few  shells  fired  over  us.  Heard  the  whistle 
of  one  of  the  Yank  gunboats.  The  river  is,  I  think,  about  l/2  m. 
distant.  2  P.  M.  a  Yankee  force  advanced  and  skirmishers  became 
engaged. 

In  a  short  time  they  retired. 

I  think  we  are  how  on  the  New  Market  road,  about  2  m.  from  N.  M. 
and  10  from  Richmond  and  in  the  region  known  as  Deep  Bottom.  l/2  m. 

July  30 •  12  M.  Moved  by  Chapin's  Bluff  across  the  pontoons  to  \^°y  > jJ*' 

Rice's  Station.  To  bridge  about  5  m.  To  Station  about  2  l/2  m.  **** 

At  Dunlap's  debarked  and  passing  through  town  took  our  old  position 
4  l/2  m.  distant.  12  m. 

Unpleasant  as  it  is,  I  have  to  acknowledge  myself  a  broken  down 
soldier.  When  a  mile  from  the  Station  I  had  to  fall  out  for  rest 
for  the  first  time  in  my  three  years'  campaigning. 

The  battalion  halted  about  50  yds.  ahead. 

I  might  have  gone  that  far,  but  in  a  weak,  moment,  thinking  they 
would  not  halt  before  reaching  the  Station,  I  gave  in.  But  I  joined 
the  Co.  as  it  .moved  off  and  came  in  with  it. 

With  the  utmost  exertion  of  the  will,  I  can  not  stand  marching 
as  heretofore,  I  believe  it  is  owing  to  my  wounds.  My  leg  always  pains 
me  and  the  sole  of  my  foot  has  the  sensation  of  having  an  eighth  of  an 
inch  of  dirt  caked  in  the  shoe.  This,  in  itself,  is  a  great  impediment 
to  marching.  What  I  heretofore  considered  a  short  march  completely 
uses  me  up.  Though  I  trust  I  will  not  have  again  to  give  up.  To  me, 
it  is  rather  humiliating. 

Aug.  1.  5  3/4  P.  M.  moved  to  bridge  at  edge  of  town,  turned  to  right 

up  a  valley  and  shortly  went  up  in  fields  to  right.  Halted  till  after 
dark,  then  crossed  the  Baxter  road  and  relieved  some  troops  in  trenches 
about  s.  w.  by  w.  of  town.  2  m. 
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Aug.  2.  Moved,  a  little  to  left.  We  are  about  400  or  500  yds.  to 
right  of  exploded  mine. 

9  P.  M.  moved  still  further  to  left,  forming  in  two  ranks. 

Aug.  4.  Received  answer  from  3.  Bassett  French  with  regard  to 
V.  V.  N.  That  scheme  is  at  an  end. 

The  castles  fall.  To  pass  away  the  dreary  time  I  will  build 
others  on  a  foundation  even  less  firm.  6  l/2  P.  M.  Moved  50  yds. 
further  to  left,  this  time  to  allow  a  regiment  to  join  its  brigade. 

Aug.  8.  We  have  now  been  here  7  days  of  hot  weather,  all  crowded 
together  and  having  an  unpleasant  time,  the  monotony  varied  by  a  few 
shells  and  minies  flying  over  us.  So  far  no  one  hurt. 

Aug.  9*  A  washing  squad  was  formed  and  I  went  down  for  a  bath.  Found 
a  pond  and  took  a  bath  and  a  swim,  which  I  enjoyed  very  much  after  my 
week's  sweltering  in  the  trenches. 

Aug.  12.  Today  some  firing  at  mortar  just  in  our  rear,  the  shells 
coming  unpleasantly  near. 

Two  in  our  battalion  were  wounded,  and  two  days  since  another. 

Aug.  13.  8  P.  M.  relieved,  by  Davis'  brigade  extending  in  one  rank, 
and  moved  down  into  the  valley  in  our  rear.  1  l/2  m. 

Aug.  14.  Went  in  town  and  attended  service  in  an  Episcopal  Church 
for  the  first  time  in  six  months.  How  the  last  six  months  have 
slipped  byl  Received  a  long  flag-of -truce  letter  from  mother,  on 
my  return  to  camp. 

Aug.  15.  11  l/2  A.  M.  Brigade  ordered  out  to  witness  the  execution 

of  two  deserters. 

In  the  evening  had  a  heavy  rain  in  which  W. 's  blanket  and  my 
gutta-percha  got  thoroughly  wet.  Willy  Edelen  being  sick  I  went  with 
him  and  slept  on  the  floor  of  a  house  on  the  hill.  1  m. 

Aug.  18.  12  M.  Ordered  to  pack  up.  In  a  few  moments  moved  off. 

Went  down  the  Weldon  R.  R.  and  having  marched  1  l/2  m.  formed  line 
in  woods.  Soon  met  the  Yanks  and  charged.  Drove  them  through  the 
woods,  a  field  of  corn,  and  into  another  woods.  The  latter  was 
chiefly  a  chaparral  formed  of  scrub-oak  and  undergrowth,  decidedly 
the  worst  fighting  ground  I  ever  was  on.  We  drove  th$m  at  least 
a  mile. 

Then  halted  and  formed.  After  a  while  they  rallied  and  charged, 
but  a  volley  or  two  put  them  to  flight.  Many  rushed  into  our  lines, 
having  hid  behind  trees,  evidently  glad  to  be  made  prisoners.  They 
groped  and  shelled  us.  While  lying  in  line  a  shrapnel  struck  im¬ 
mediately  in  the  front  rank  of  our  Company  and  burst  just  as  it  com¬ 
menced  to  ricochet.  It  wounded  four  or  five  and  blinded  several. 

Our  Co.  "A"  loss  is  nine  killed  and  wounded  and  two  missing.  Just 
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after  getting  in  line,  it  commenced  raining  heavily  and  we  had  it  wet 
all  the  evening.  About  5  P.  M.  moved  a  little  back  and  threw  up 
slight  entrenchments . 

We  were  now  near  a  watermelon  patch  and  I  ate  watermelon  and 
cantaloup  for  the  first  time  this  year,  I  being  "broke"  and  melons  v*1* 
too  high.  About  8  P.  M.  withdrew  and  took  position  in  one  rank  in 
the  trenches  just  to  left  of  R.  R.  by  the  shot  and  copper  works. 

5  m. 


Aug.  19*  12  M.  Ordered  to  pack  up.  Just  as  we  got  our  bunks  down 

it  commenced  raining  heavily  and  continued  all  evening. 

1  l/2  P.  M.  Moved  down  the  R.  R.  and  at  2  formed  line  in  same 
woods  as  yesterday  and  moved  up  to  edge  of  woods.  About  4  P.  M. 
heavy  skirmish  fire  to  left  and  front.  Soon  moved  on  and  charged 
the  Yanks .  They  had  three  f efeble  lines  of  works  and  a  main  line . 

We  drove  them  to  the  main  work  and  occupying  their  second  line 
poured  in  a  fire.  Presently  a  part  of  our  brigade  rushed  up,  with 
a  yell,  really  without  any  order,  some  private,  in  his  excitement, 
having  sung  out,  "Forward".  We  found  the  line  given  up  and  took 
possession.  But  we  were  only  a  few,  having  no  troops  either  to 
right  or  left.  There  was  some  irresolution,  owing  to  there  being 
really  no  commander.  Col.  Christian  assumed  command,  but  showed 
his  inability  by  first  ordering  the  men  to  the  rear  at  the  sugges¬ 
tion  of  a  Lieutenant,  and  immediately  ordering  them  back  at  the 
command  of  a  private.  The  men  were  all  mixed  up.  The  men  of  our 
battalion  determined  to  hold  the  works  as  long  as  possible. 

Presently  the  Yanks  charged  in  heavy  force.  We  threw  in 
a  volley  which  staggered  them.  But  they  got  to  the  trench  and 
finding  we  had  only  a  Corporal’s  guard  to  oppose  a  division  we  had 
to  yield. 

We  were  taken  to  the  rear  and  slept  that  night  in  the  rain. 

Aug.  20.  Marched  to  army  Headquarters  (about  7  m.)  then  to  a  Station 
on  City  Pt.  R.  R.  (2  l/2  m.)  when  we  had  to  wait  about  2  hrs .  in 
a  heavy  rain.  Took  cars  and  reached  City  Point  after  dark.  Here 
we  were  again  without  shelter  and  without  fire  to  dry  ourselves.  We 
have  now  been  wet  and  lying  in  the  mud  for  three  days . 

Aug.  21.  Wake  up  feeling  decidedly  uncomfortable.  We  are  in  the 
common  guard  house,  in  which  are  some  of  the  lowest  characters,  as 
well  as  negroes .  Many  had  things  stolen  from  them  and  one  had  his 
pockets  slit  and  rifled. 

Aug.  22.  Had  an  accession  to  our  ranks,  from  the  fight  of  the  19th, 
but  they  bring  us  little  news,  though  all  the  rumors  I  have  heard  are 
in  our  favor.  Towards  night,  rained  again,  though  I  kept  all,  except 
one  side,  dry.  Passed  an  uncomfortable  night. 
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Aug.  23.  Still  in  this  old  guard  house,  which  is  now  crowded.  We  can 
not  get  in  a  much  worse  place,  so  I  trust  we  will  leave  soon.  About 
3  l/2  P.  M.,  much  to  my  delight,  we  were  ordered  in  ranks  and  soon 
found  ourselves  aboard  the  "Utica",  which  was  at  least  pretty  clean. 

When  last  I  was  here,  Sept.  26th,  '63,  it  was  on  a  more  pleasant 
errand,  for  then  I  was  transferred  from  a  "U.  S."  to  a  "C.  S."  vessel. 

I  did  not  then  expect  so  soon  to  have  the  reverse  enacted. 

Dropped  anchor  about  35  m.  above  Fortress  Monroe  and  laid  by  till 
morning . 

Aug.  24.  Soon  after  daybreak  weighed  anchor  and  started  down  the 
river.  Passed  Fortress  Monroe  a  little  after  nine  and  reached  Pt . 
Lookout  about  7  P*  M.  Were  marched  into  a  long  pen,  made  by  a  high 
plank  fence,  where  I  passed  a  comfortable  night,  and  enjoyed  the  salt 
water  breeze  very  much,  in  spite  of  my  position  as  prisoner. 

Aug.  25*  Wake  up  to  find  we  had  blacks  to  guard  us.  This  is  the  first 
time  we  have  been  under  negro  guard. 

When  the  relief  went  round  I  saw  a  negro  corpl.  marching  to 
relieve  a  white  one. 

Marched  to  the  Provost  Marshal's.  Roll  called  and  we  examined. 
Then  carried  to  the  prisoners'  camp,  and  put  up  tents.  (Note  4l) . 

Jim  Pearson  took  the  position  of  Sergeant  of  the  Co.  and  the 
Corporal  gave  him  two  small  A  tents  in  which  he,  Gallagher,  Edelen 
and  I  took  our  abode.  I  think  we  can  make  ourselves  pretty  comfort¬ 
able. 


Met  several  of  our  old  acquaintances  and  fellow  soldiers.  Billy 
l£iird  (?  not  plain  in  diary)  asked  us  to  supper  and  though  camp  fare, 
with  the  exception  of  coffee,  we  enjoyed  it  very  much,  being  decidedly 
hungry.  His  coffee  with  white  sugar  was  splendid.  We  have  commenced 
very  favorably.  (Note  42). 

Aug.  26.  Went  down  to  the  Bay  at  sunrise  and  took  a  salt  water  bath 
for  the  first  time  since  the  war  commenced.  I  enjoyed  it.  The 
Yankee  Corpl.  having  charge  of  the  Division  moved  the  Co.  up  the  line, 
which  gave  us  some  trouble,  but  we  made  some  little  by  it. 

Billy  Laird  very  kindly  sent  us  a  presept  of  a  plateful  of  fish, 
which  we  fried  and  our  mess  of  four  had  a  fine  dinner  (or  breakfast, 
for  we  had  not  time  to  eat  before).  Fishing  seems  a  great  occupation 
here.  In  the  day  the  Bay  is  open  to  us  and  on  its  shore  you  can  see 
all  phases.  Some  bathing,  some  fishing,  either  from  wharves,  or 
standing  waist  deep  in  water,  some  playing  cards,  and  many  keeping 
shops . 

All  trades  have  their  place  here. 
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Aug.  27.  Pearson  managed,  to  get  some  plank  and  we  raised  our  rear 
tent  and  put  up  a  bunk.  W.  and  I  started  ours,  but  night  overtook  us 
ere  it  was  finished.  I  think  we  can  make  ourselves  pretty  comfortable. 
Absence  of  money  is  the  chief  difficulty. 

Aug.  28.  No  service,  as  a  minister  is,  I  believe,  not  allowed  in  here 
now.  Passed  quietly,  but  I  fear  not  very  profitably. 

Aug.  29.  W.  and  I,  though  both  quite  unwell,  finished  our  bunk.  Today 
I  had  a  long  fever  and  dumb  chill,  the  first  fever  I  recollect  having 
during  the  last  four  years,  except  while  wounded. 

Pearson  got  some  old  canvas  and  we  finished  our  rear  tent.  We 
have  not  material  for  raising  the  front  one. 

% 

Sept.  2.  Raised  our  front  tent,  boarding  in  front  and  making  a  door. 
Also  I  put  shelves  and  door  to  our  box  for  a  cupboard. 

Sept.  3  (4th).  The  second  Sabbath  I  have  passed  here.  How  time  flies! 
even  in  captivity. 

Had  the  regular  Sunday  inspection,  when  all  fall  in  facing  inwards, 
and  the  Inspector,  Brady,  Barnes,  or  both,  ride  down  the  ranks.  Have 
not  yet  heard  from  any  of  my  friends .  I  do  not  quite  understand  it . 

Sept.  6.  Damp,  drizzly  day,  wind  N.  E. 

Rather  unpleasant  for  a  man  without  a  jacket.  But  with  the  dash¬ 
ing  waves  it  sounds  familiar.  Were  I  at  home,  I  could  enjoy  it.  With 
just  fire  enough  to  keep  out  the  dampness,  it  would,  from  contrast,  be 
pleasant .  Not  so,  here . 


THIRD  BOOK  OF  DIARY 


Sept.  9*  Whole  camp  turned  out  and  massed;  for  the  purpose  of  calling 
out  about  l/2  doz.  navy  men,  and  for  Ma j .  Brady  to  make  a  speech. 

On  such  occasions  all  pack  up  and  are  marched  out,  not  knowing 
what  is  wanted,  nor  who  is  going  to  leave. 

Sept.  11.  W.  E.  received  a  box  containing  ham,  butter,  &c.,  which  we 
are  enjoying  amazingly.  After  the  diet  we  have  had  here,  it  proves 

a  blessing. 

Sept.  13*  Have  not  yet  heard  from  mother,  which,  to  say  the  least,  is 
strange . 
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Sept.  14.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  E.  came  to  see  W.  E.  and  brought  him  a  cham¬ 
pagne  basket  of  grapes  and  peaches . 

Sept.  17 •  Received  a  box  of  clothing,  also  tobacco  and  some  small 
affairs  which  I  needed. 

Sept.  20.  Heard  from  mother  yesterday. 

Getting  along  pretty  well.  But  I  grow  more  impatient  every  day 
under  my  imprisonment.  Whenever  I  look  upon  the  Bay,  or  hear  the 
rolling  waves,  I  long  for  a  boat,  in  which  to  leave  this  place.  But 
it  is  a  vain  longing. 

Today  mother  came  down.  I  was  with  her  nearly  all  day.  This 
was  a  pleasure  I  had  not  expected.  I  heard  of  the  many  tokens  of 
love  held  for  me.  I  could  not  but  feel  sad,  a  sadness  in  which  there 
was  something  of  pleasure.  She  brought  me  clothes,  fruits,  candies, 
and  wine  from  my  cousins. 

Sept.  21.  Received  a  letter  from  B.  B.  (Ed.  Betty  Blakeston) .  She 
wrote  before,  but  the  letter  was  destroyed  and  a  slip  sent  in  to  me . 

To  a  wanderer  or  a  prisoner  how  sweet  and  grateful  are  kind  and 
loving  letters. 

Kij?  Deale  died  in  the  camp  hospital  of  pneumonia. 

Thelin  arrived  in  camp,  having  been  arrested  while  in  the  county. 
He  reports  that  Ridge  Howard  lost  his  leg.  Som.  Gill,  (4th  Corpl.) 
was  for  some  days  in  command  of  the  Company. 

Sept.  25*  Last  night  we  enjoyed  the  music  of  the  band,  Yankee  though 
it  is. 

The  band,  and  the  drum  corps  at  reveille  and  tattoo,  are  all 
that  give  me  pleasure  here. 

They  remind  me  of  "Dixie",  without  pressing  upon  me  the  idea 
that  I  am  a  prisoner.  They  sound  natural. 

Oct.  2.  The  last  two  days  we  have  had  a  rainy,  drizzly  Northeaster. 

It  gives  us  an  inkling  of  what  we  may  expect  this  winter. 

Three  things  we  will  have  to  contend  against,  bleakness,  mud 
and  water. 

The  pumps  here  offer  a  variety.  One  gives  sulphur,  another 
isinglass,  smother  copperas,  all  a  mixture  and  all  bad.  We,  by  good 
fortune,  get  water  from  the  commisary  pump,  which  is  the  best  the 

"Pen"  affords. 

Oct.  7*  W.  E.  has  dubbed  our  hut  "Bleak  House",  very  appropriate  as 
regards  "Bleak" . 
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He  and  Phil.  E.  went  out  today  do  get  their  likeness  taken. 

I  went  with  them,  and  from  the  photograph  gallery  we  went  to  an 
eating  shanty,  where  we  dined  off  cod-fish  halls,  ham,  bread,  butter 
and  coffee.  Enjoyed  it  as  a  variety.  Disgusted  by  the  manners  of 
the  negroes  in  the  adjoining  room,  a  sutler's  shop.  They  called 
themselves  "gentlemen"  and  the  sutler  treated  them  as  though  there 
was  no  difference  between  white  and  black. 

Oct.  8.  Went  this  evening  to  hear  the  glee  club.  Some  of  the  songs 
were  very  good  and  helped  to  pass  off  the  evening  very  pleasantly. 

Oct.  9*  Last  night,  the  wind  being  high,  I  was  waked  up  to  find  the 
tent  about  blowing  down.  We  set  it  up,  but  not  being  secure,  it  soon 
roused  us  again.  This  time  it  got  the  upper  hand  and  came  down  with 
a  crash.  So  we  crawled  in  bed  under  it  and  rested  till  morning.  Day 
broke  cold. 

t 

All  day  a  N.  W.  wind  has  been  blowing  and  it  has  been  very  cold 
for  this  season. 

It  gives  us  a  good  idea  of  what  we  may  expect. 

Oct.  19.  Sec.  of  W.)  Ma j .  Gen.  Augur  and  Brig.  Meigs  paid  a  flying 
visit  through  camp,  in  a  carry-all  and  four.  Object  unknown. 

Oct.  20.  All  tents  taken  down  and  houses  moved.  A  search.  In  this 
men,  dressed  as  Confederates,  were  used  that  the  real  searchers 
might  not  be  recognized.  We  commenced  building  a  plank  house.  Put 
up  all  except  upper  part  of  the  gable  ends.  (Note  43)* 

Oct.  21.  Put  up  bunks  and  added  a  little  to  the  house.  We  are  in 
a  fair  way  to  make  ourselves  comfortable. 

Oct.  22.  Finished  our  house. 

Oct.  24.  Marched  out  and  massed  between  the  cook-houses.  Supposed 
object  to  search  for  blankets.  In  truth  it  was  a  Yankee  trick.  All 
who  remained  in  their  huts,  being  supposed  sick,  were  sent  to  the 
hospital  and  paroled  for  Dixie. 

We  left  "Gaily"  in  our  house  to  take  care  of  things.  By  his 
usual  good  luck,  he  is  paroled,  while  we  remain. 

Somewhat  depressed  at  night  because  we  were  not  so  fortunate. 

Oct.  25 .  There  being  some  chance  of  our  getting  off,  all  in  our  house 
have  been  decidedly  nervous  all  day.  We  failed,  but  hope  on. 

Oct.  31 •  Gallagher  having  left,  we  fell  heir  to  the  stove  he  sent  for. 
Today  we  received  it.  I  set  it  up. 

Nov.  19.  There  is  little  of  interest  here  for  a  diary.  But  I  can 
not  pass  over  a  jovial  Irishman  of  this  Co.  (B,  6th  Div.). 
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John  Bowland  gives  me  a  good  idea  of  Irish  humor.  He  relates 
many  anecdotes. of  his  youthful  days.  This  is  one: 

Being  told  to  ride  a  mule,  he  was  rather  fearful  of  his  heels 
and  also  of  being  thrown. 

To  avoid  being  kicked,  he  carries  the  mule  into  a  bog,  up  to  his 
belly.  Then  he  gets  on  back  foremost,  hugs  his  belly  with  his  heels 
and  the  flanks  with  his  hands.  Off  starts  the  mule  and  getting  on 
the  road,  goes  at  full  speed. 

Jack  thinks  he  can't  get  him  off.  But  the  mule  suddenly  turns 
and  throws  him  on  his  back  several  rods  off,  making  him  see  "a  castle 
of  fire*1  all  round.  But  writing  his  jokes  takes  away  half  the  humor. 
Every  night  he  has  a  new  one  and  never  seems  at  fault. 

One  of  his  best  describes  his  trip  to  Dublin.  While  on  the  way 
a  stranger  meeting  him,  calls  his  name.  He  takes  for  granted  he  must 
have  known  him  somewhere  and  gets  quite  sociable.  At  a  tannery  in 
Dublin  he  becomes  drunk  and  is  stripped  of  his  clothes,  except  his 
shirt  and  put  to  bed.  After  a  while,  in  come  two  men  who  want  to 
know  what  he  is  doing  in  their  bed.  He  says,  "The  master  put  me 
here",  and  without  more  ado  they  pitch  him  out  the  window.  He 
happens  to  fall  on  a  pile  of  hides.  A  bull  dog  rushes  at  him,  and 
he  wraps  the  hides  about  him,  to  keep  from  being  bitten.  A  police¬ 
man  comes  up  to  see  what  is  the  matter,  and  rescues  him  from  the 
dog,  but  says  he  ought  to  take  him  to  the  watch-house .  However,  he 
tells  him  which  way  to  go  and  lets  him  slip. 

Soon  he  falls  in  with  some  robbers,  who  take  him  to  a  graveyard. 
Here  they  make  him  go  down  into  a  vault  to  take  the  rings  from  a 
corpse  lately  entombed. 

Another  party,  coming  for  the  same  purpose,  puts  the  first  to 
flight. 

The  second  comes  and  one  is  chosen  to  go  down.  Jack  raises  the 
corpse  and  so  frightens  him  that  the  party  leaves  without  the  rings. 
He  takes  possession  of  them  and  proceeds  on  his  way. 

Passing  near  a  lunatic  asylum,  it  being  now  light,  he  tries  to 
get  information  of  the  way,  of  a  man  coming  up  the  street. 

But  when  he  approaches  the  man  the  latter  crosses  the  street  and 
continues  to  dodge  him  until  Jack  calls  out,  "Och!  man,  what  ails  you, 
I  only  want  to  ask  you  a  question." 

But  the  man  seeing  him  so  near  the  Asylum,  with  only  a  shirt  on 
thought  him  mad  and  would  not  come  near  him,  but  told  him  the  way. 
Jack  left  Dublin  the  next  day,  having  bought  a  suit  of  clothes  with 
the  rings,  thinking  he  had  seen  enough  of  city  life. 
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I  saw  today,  for  the  first  time,  an  explosive  musket-ball,  or 
musket  shell.  I  have  often  heard  them  explode  near  me;  and  insisted 
upon  it,  until  lately,  when  never  having  seen  one  and  never  having 
met  one  who  had  seen  them,  I  began  to  think  my  ears  had  deceived  me. 
But  now  there  is  no  doubt. 

The  ball  contains  a  hollow  cone,  of  hard  metal,  filled  with 
explosive  matter. 

Nov.  28.  Had  inspection  and  a  grand  search  for  blankets,  it  being 
the  intention  of  the  Provost  Marshal  to  allow  but  one  to  the  man. 

In  the  10th  Div.  they  secured  a  good  many.  But  in  the  rest  of  the 
Camp  I  think  Mr.  Yank  was  decidedly  euchered. 

1 

I  saw  seme  pretty  side  games  played. 

Nov.  30*  Pearson,  W.  Edelen  and  I  went  to  the  graveyard  to  put  tomb¬ 
stones  at  T.  N.  Deal's  grave. 

The  burying  ground  is  outside  the  stockade,  about  1  l/2  or  1  1/4 
miles  distant.  (Note  44). 

We  enjoyed  the  walk,  but  would  have  enjoyed  it  more  could  we 
have  had  any  but  a  negro  guard  with  us .  How  we  would  have  liked  to 
have  kept  on! 

Dec.  22.  Today  with  two  others,  "flanked"  Ma j .  B.  and  saw  Miss  A.  E. 
and  Miss  M.  S.  With  the  exception  of  Mother  they  are  the  only  ladies 
of  St.  Mary's  I  have  seen  since  May,  l86l.  Their  reception  of  me  was 
too  cordial  not  to  be  sincere. 

It  pleased  me  to  find  that  four  years  of  exile  had  not  wiped  me 
from  their  thoughts.  (Note  45)* 

Two  days  since  I  received  a  box  from  De  la  Brooke,  containing 
with  other  things  a  roast  pig,  two  turkeys,  two  rounds  of  beef  and 
two  hams.  After  a  little  manoeuvering  I  succeeded  in  getting  all  in. 
At  the  same  time  W.  E.  received  a  nice  box.  (Note  46). 

So  we  are  pretty  well  supplied  for  the  present.  Having  been 
lately  down  to  nothing  but  fat  bacon,  bread  and  coffee,  we  like  the 
change  immensely. 

Dec.  24.  P.  E.  and  I  flanked  Ma j .  B.  again  and  enjoyed  ourselves 
with  the  ladies  very  much. 

He  might  as  well  have  let  us  see  them  in  the  ordinary  manner. 
Seeing  them  was  a  pleasure  I  had  not  expected  and  I  enjoyed  it  accord¬ 
ingly.  I  hope  I  may  see  the  like  again. 

Dec.  25*  Xmas.  My  fourth  away  from  home.  I,  therefore,  necessarily 
dull. 
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Spent  much  of  the  day  in  imagining  vhat  was  going  on  among  my 
friends,  which  was  not  very  cheering,  knowing  I  was  so  near  and  could 
not  join  them. 

Mr.  Pacciovini  and  W.  Laird  took  dinner  with  us.  For  this  place, 
we  managed  to  have  a  very  good  dinner,  thanks  to  our  friends  who  sent 
the  boxes. 

Dec.  31.  1864  has  passed.  I  commenced  it  in  Richmond  on  parole,  and 
end  it  at  Pt.  Lookout,  in  prison.  I  trust  I  may  not  pass  another  like 
it;  though  it  has  not  been  devoid  of  pleasure. 

May  I  pass  the  coming  year  better,  for  myself  and  others! 

1865 

Jan.  1.  Another  years  has  commenced  and  finds  me  in  prison.  This  is 
galling  to  my  feelings;  and  yet  may  it  not  in  the  end  prove  a  blessing? 
I  know  not,  and  yet  I  trust  so.  But  I  hope  ere  very  long  to  be  again 
in  the  South,  and  I  trust,  on  duty. 

Jan.  17.  A  load  went  to  "Dixie".  This  kept  us  rather  excited,  but 
none  of  our  house  were  fortunate  enough  to  get  off. 

But  another  boat  is  expected  to  go  next  week. 

Jan.  24.  There  has  been  much  wire  working,  &c .  to  get  to  Dixie. 

Since  the  17th  a  good  deal  of  excitement.  We  see  no  preparations 
for  a  call  yet,  but  there  is  a  general  belief  that  there  will  be 
one . 

Feb.  7*  Great  excitement  during  the  last  four  days.  Brady  is  allow¬ 
ing  application  for  exchange  and  many  of  them  are  approved.  W.  E. 
has  gone  out.  I  have  an  application  in,  but  have  not  heard  from  it. 

Feb.  9*  W.  E.  has  been  paroled  and  expects  to  leave  tonight.  I  was 
too  late . 

But  I  hope  I  will  go  on  the  next  boat,  which  "they  say"  will 
leave  in  a  few  days . 

Feb.  17.  All  day  in  Pro.  Marshal's  office,  mailing  duplicate  parole 
rolls.  Funny  work  for  a  "reb"  --  but  we  were  promised  exchange. 

Fearing  this  might  fail,  I  took  another  chance  by  paying  $50 
for  four  of  us.  On  this  we  were  paroled.  But  the  other  would  have 
succeeded,  for  Jim  Pearson  got  off  by  clerking  as  I.  Went  into  the 
parole  camp  through  mud  ankle  deep,  and  found  it  hard  to  find  any 
solid  ground  to  lie  upon. 

Feb.  18.  First  part  of  last  night  raining,  which  made  it  rather  un¬ 
comfortable,  but  I  got  along  pretty  well.  Laid  in  blankets  until 
called  for  exchange .  Moved  out  and  with  three  days '  rations  put 
aboard  the  "New  York".  This  morning,  though  cloudy,  gave  me  pleasure. 
The  sun,  after  rising  behind  a  dark  cloud,  shone  through  light  clouds 
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in  a  peculiar  manner,  so  that  it  appeared  a  quivering  mass  of  molten 
silver.  I  never  saw  it  appear  so  before.  About  5  P-  M.  started  for 
Dixie,  much  to  my  joy. 

Ma j .  B.  got  the  best  of  me  sometimes,  but  on  the  whole  I  think 
I  euchered  him. 

I  hope  to  debark  in  Dixie  tomorrow. 

Boat  much  crowded;  but  just  as  I  was  thinking  of  a  night  spent 
nodding  in  my  seat,  some  were  ordered  down  into  the  gentlemen's  cabin. 
I  being  one  went  down  and  had  a  berth  to  stretch  out  in. 

Feb.  19.  Sunday.  Arrived  at  Aken 1 s  Landing  about  8  A.  M.  and  laid 
alongside  a  steamer  at  the  wharf  waiting  for  debarkation. 

A  report  that  our  (C.  S.)  boat  has  blown  up.  Know  not  the 
truth. 

Feb.  20.  8  A.  M.  Debarked  and  marched  to  Cox's  Landing,  (  2m.)  and 

took  our  boat  for  Richmond. 

The  sight  of  our  flag  was  indeed  cheering  after  six  months  with 
the  Yankees . 

Arrived  in  R.  about  2  P.  M.,  and  having  met  some  of  my  friends, 
went  to  G.'s  office  and  then  to  Mrs.  Crouche's  and  engaged  board  for 
a  few  days.  Prices  are  about  four  times  what  they  were  when  I  was 
here  last,  so  I  must  get  out  of  the  city. 

Feb.  25.  Made  arrangements  to  go  to  Westmoreland,  or  rather  Essex, 
with  W.  E.  in  one  of  a  Govt,  train  of  wagons. 

Feb.  27.  Disappointed,  train  did  not  go.  So  we  left  by  R.  P.  & 

F.  R.  R.  for  Milford  Station  at  3  l/2  P.  M.  6  l/2  P.  M.  arrived 
and  stopped  with  Mr.  Carniel.  On  the  way  lost  my  only  cap,  which 
I  had  made  at  Pt .  Lookout.  Carniel 's  son  found  me  an  old  one  for 
which  I  gave  him  $10.00,  but  he  returned  $5*  It  is  better  than 
none. 

Feb.  28.  Sorry  to  find  it  raining.  Changed  a  $30  piece.  Started 
at  8  A.  M.  passing  through  Bowling  Green  (3  m.)  and  Trap  (10  m.)  to 
Port  Royal  (18  m.).  5m.  from  Port  Royal  stopped  at  Rev.  Mr.  G.  W. 

Trace ' s  house . 

He  treated  us  very  hospitably. 

At  P.  R.  met  Capt.  Duval  and  Jno.  Post,  just  from  Md.  Stopped 
with  Mr.  Lightfoot. 

Willie  was  acquainted  with  his  daughters. 

He  was  one  of  the  gentlemen  who  met  our  party  at  the  ferry,  when 
coming  over  in  l86l.  Met  Mrs.  L.,  Miss  Harriet  (Hal)  L.,  Miss  Maria 
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(Bob)  L.  and  Miss  Mittie  Rob,  from  Norfolk.  They  were  extremely 
hospitable  and  kind.  We  spent  a  very  pleasant  evening. 

March  1.  Breakfasted  late  and  left  about  11  l/2  A.  M.  They  called 
us  back  to  give  us  some  buttered  biscuits  to  take  with  us. 

At  the  Ferry  met  Walter  Jeemes,  who  led  us  across  the  country 
by  his  house,  7  ni.  from  Port  Conway.  The  family  insisted  upon  our 
taking  dinner. 

After  dinner  went  through  Oak  Grove. 

Not  getting  lodgings  we  pushed  on  and  stopped  with  Capt.  Baxter, 

about  3/4  m.  frcm  0.  G.  and  l/4  m.  from  road. 

% 

He  would  take  no  pay. 

March  2.  Left  about  8  A.  M.  Soon  commenced  raining  pretty  hard. 
About  5  m.  stopped  at  a  small  house  to  dry.  Received  very  kindly. 

Went  up  the  hill  to  Mr.  Chas.  Green's.  Received  very  kindly, 
and  remained  to  breakfast  next  day. 

March  3*  Arrived  at  Westmoreland  C.  H.  (Montross)  and  took  dinner. 
Saw  several  acquaintances  and  called  on  Dr.  Spalding  and  wife. 

Left  his  house  about  4  P.  M.  and  pushed  on  to  the  ferry.  About 
1/2  m.  from  ferry  stopped  with  Capt.  Weaver  and  were  treated  very 
kindly.  14  m. 

March  4.  After  breakfast  crossed  Norning  ferry  and  made  "The  Glebe", 
Wm.  Chandler's,  about  5  m*  Very  kindly  welcomed. 

March  11.  W.  E.,  Misses  N.  and  K.  and  I  rowed  to  Mr.  Bronson's  and 
from  there  walked  to  Mr.  T.  Rice's.  The  walking  was  very  muddy  and 
caused  much  amusement . 

March  12.  Yanks  landed  at  Kinsale.  All  thought  it  advisable  for  the 
gentlemen  to  go  in  the  woods  which  we  did,  much  against  my  will, 
though  I  saw  the  advisability  of  it. 

March  13*  Three  of  us  went  on  a  scout,  but  found  no  news.  About 
7  P.  M.  heard  the  Yanks  had  returned  having  been  met  by  18  of  Mosby's 
men.  Spent  the  evening  at  Dr.  Tyler's.  About  9  P«  M.  returned  and 
found  we  could  not  get  out  the  creek  on  account  of  the  tide. 

Went  ashore  and  enjoyed  a  promenade  on  "Point  of  Laughter"  at 
mouth  of  Jackson's  Creek. 

11  1/2  P.  M.  Mr.  Bell  and  I  pushed  the  boat  over  the  shoals, 
my  bare-legged  appearance  causing  some  laughter. 

March  14.  Went  sailing  with  the  ladies,  and  afterwards  W.  and  I  went 
alone.  Enjoyed  both  very  much. 
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March  15*  Returned  to  The  Glebe.  On  Mr.  Bronson's  shore  had  to 
wait  some  time  for  boat,  and  had  a  pleasant  tete-a-tete. 

March  1 6.  Saw  notice  of  "Exchange"  dated  4th  March. 

March  17 .  Much  against  my  inclination  left  The  Glebe  for  camp.  My 
visit  had  been  so  pleasant  I  disliked  shortening  it. 

Stopped  at  Blakiston's  and  Mr.  Hungerford' 6 . 

5  l/2  P.  M.  reached  Mr.  Hannibal  Chandler's  (Windsor).  Spent 
the  evening  at  Mr.  Spence's  with  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Spalding  and  Miss  Mollie 
Hungerford.  Returned  to  Windsor.  11  m. 

March  18.  After  breakfast  left.  Mrs.  C.  put  up  a  nice  snack  for  us. 

At  C.  H.  joined  by  F.  Simms.  3  P.  M.  reached  Leyton's  ferry. 

No  one  coming  across  for  us  we  took  possession  of  a  boat  and 
rowed  across,  regardless  of  the  owner.  2  m.  further  stopped  with 
Mr.  Brooke.  14  m. 

March  19 .  Attended  service  at  Vawter's  Church  1  m.  from  Loretto  and 
2  from  Mr.  B.'s.  This  church  was  built  in  1731* 

After  service  continued  our  march,  taking  dinner  at  Mr.  Watts' 
and  spending  the  night  with  Mr.  J.  H.  Marten.  12  m. 

March  20.  IP.  M.  reached  MiLford  Station.  The  bridges  being  burned, 
no  train. 

The  hand  car  left  before  we  arrived,  causing  us  to  lay  over  all 
night,  against  our  wish.  About  5  P*  M.  an  extra  car  went  down  on 
which  we  engaged  passage. 

Went  to  Polecat  Station.  5  m. 

Mr.  Hugh  Chandler,  a  refugee  from  Portsmouth,  kindly  invited 
us  to  his  house,  2  m.  from  Polecat  Station  and  1  m.  from  Henry  George's 
Crossing.  Spent  a  pleasant  evening.  l4  m. 

March  21.  On  hand  car  to  North  Anna.  Walked  1  m.  beyond  South  Anna 
and  took  dinner  at  Mr.  Wm.  H.  Winston's.  Stayed  till  cars  came  and 
proceeded  to  Richmond.  Arrived  about  8  l/2  P.  M. 

Found  George  at  Mrs.  Crouche's,  messing  by  himself.  W.  E.  and 
I  joined  him  for  the  time  we  are  to  stay.  Our  visit  is  among  the 
things  of  the  past.  Many  pleasant  recollections  will  hover  around 
it,  though  for  me  it  had  a  drawback. 

March  24.  9  A.  M.  Left  by  R.  &  P.  R.  R.  for  camp.  Walked  from 

Dunlap ' s  about  9  m • 

Found  all  looking  well  and  more  comfortable  than  I  expected. 
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Lieut.  Zollinger  being  on  picket,  threw  me  in  command  of  the 
Company . 

Just  after  I  laid  down  orders  came  to  pack  up.  About  10  l/2 
P.  M.  moved,  passed  through  Petersburg  and  halted  about  3  A.  M.  9  m* 

March  25.  Moved  into  trenches  1  m.  Heavy  cannonading.  We  took 
three  forts  and  between  500  and  1000  prisoners,  and  returned.  Our 
brigade  not  in.  Moved  back  to  camp  and  in  about  15  minutes  ordered 
to  trenches  on  right,  the  Yanks  having  taken  our  skirmish  line. 

12  m. 

March  26.  Still  in  the  trenches.  I  have  had  decidedly  an  unpleasant 
initiation. 

Pearson  came  back.  Lieut.  Z.  took  command  of  camp.  Battalion 
returned  to  camp.  I  detailed  to  stay  in  trenches.  1  m. 

March  27.  I  returned  to  camp  and  had  a  quiet  day. 

March  28.  4  P.  M.  Ordered  out  and  manned  some  works  as  on  25th, 

or  rather  a  little  further  to  the  right,  in  front  the  houses  occu¬ 
pied  by  the  right  of  Davis'  brigade.  2nd  and  4th  Miss  Regts .  Our 
battalion  has  orders  to  take  possession  of  them. 

March  29.  Billy  Tai  rd  and  Thelin  came  up. 

About  4  P:  M.  cannonading  on  right. 

We  are  ordered  to  fall  in  at  breastworks. 

About  dark,  to  quarters. 

March  30*  2  l/2  A.  M.  roused.  Moved  a  little  to  left.  Heavy 

showers  made  it  quite  unpleasant. 

However,  about  day,  most  took  shelter  in  McCree's  quarters, 
a  sentinel  being  placed  at  the  works.  About  3  l/2  P.  M.  firing  on 
right,  extended  to  our  front  and  we  were  ordered  to  the  works. 

Near  sunset  all  quiet.  Went  to  quarters. 

March  31*  On  picket  line.  Raining  and  the  ground  very  wet.  Firing 
on  the  right.  Afternoon  cleared. 

April  1.  Saturday.  4  A.  M.  A  charge  on  the  right.  Our  battalion 
engaged.  Rumors,  but  not  much  news.  Not  much  chance  of  our  being 
relieved,  as  the  battalion  is  in  the  captured  pits  and  can't  get  out. 

Lt.  returned  to  camp  about  7  ?•  M. 

April  2.  Sunday.  Midnight  I  went  on  post  and  found  heavy  cannonading 
on  left. 
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3  A.  M.  A  charge  made  on  left  of  brigade  by  Yanks  and  repulsed. 

At  one  time  our  portion  of  the  line  commenced  firing,  but  soon  stopped, 
and  immediately  a  talk  started  between  "Billy”  and  "Johnny”.  (Note  47). 

5  l/2  A.  M.  Yanks  broke  through  our  picket  line  l/2  mile  to 
our  left,  and  charged  the  breastworks.  We  had  scarcely  any  men  in 
them.  They  took  them  and  turned  our  cannon  upon  our  left.  Our 
portion  of  the  line  fell  back  to  main  line,  but  were  ordered  out 
again.  In  a  few  minutes  after  we  went  into  the  pits  we  found  we  had 
Yanks  on  all  sides  but  th$  right  flank.  Tried  to  get  out  that  way 
and  found  ourselves  completely  surrounded  and  the  Capt.  commanding 
said  it  was  useless  to  show  fight.  Hence  about  7  A.  M.  found  myself* 
again  a  prisoner,  having  been  on  duty  only  l6  days  after  exchange. 

(Note  48). 

Truly  in  this  respect  I  am  unfortunate.  It  is  a  sad  way  of 
having  my  birthday  celebrated.  About  3  P»  M.  arrived  at  City  Point 
and  at  6  P.  M.  went  aboard  the  boat,  "Metaraora”. 

April  3.  11  A.  M.  reached  Point  Lookout. 

I  was  recognized  by  many  Yanks  I  had  scarcely  spoken  to  when  here. 
They  had  a  good  laugh  at  my  coming  back  so  soon.  Arrived  in  camp  I 
was  made  Sergeant  of  a  company  of  100 . 

April  14.  Thinking  we  had  lumber  enough,  commenced  building.  Boards 
gave  out,  but  we  got  nearly  all  boarded  in  except  gables  of  roof. 

Put  old  tent  and  a  piece  of  fly  on  for  roofing. 

April  25*  Heard  of  Geo.  Gill's  death.  He  died  on  the  6th  inst.  of 
wound  in  the  neck,  (the  ball  passing  into  the  lung)  received  28th 
March,  near  Berryville,  Clarke  Co.,  Va.  A  skirmish,  only  7  men 
engaged. 

Received  some  sausage  meat,  butter,  &c.,  from  Mother  through 
the  kindness  of  Mr.  Jones  and  Capt.  Barnes. 

April  27.  Put  up  bunks,  Mr.  Trenix  having  offered  to  trust  us  for 
the  boards,  &c .  This  makes  us  a  little  more  comfortable,  and  more 
respectable  in  appearance. 

May  3*  Today  the  oath-taking  has  been  brought  to  a  system,  and  made 
general.  I  doubt  whether  twenty  will  refuse.  I  can  not  come  to  it 
yet,  whatever  may  be.  But  I  am  decidedly  unsettled. 

May  4.  Myself*  and  eight  others  went  out  at  the  last  moment  and 
registered,  to  avoid  having  our  names  sent  to  War  Department  as 
positively  refusing  at  this  time.  But  I  have  not  decided,  by  any 
means . 

May  26.  Made  Sergt.  Major  of  Division. 
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May  1.  So  ends  my  diary  of  the  time  spent  in  the  Civil  War,  or  War 
of  Secession,  of  1861-65.  I  have  transcribed  it,  not  rewritten  it. 
Day  by  day  it  was  written,  often  when  I  could  only  jot  down  a  few 
words .  There  was  no  attempt  to  write  it  for  others  to  read,  but 
only  as  something  for  myself  to  refer  to  if  needed,  or  for  those 
who,  after  the  war,  should  care  to  know  of  my  wanderings .  I  now 
transcribe  it  for  my  boys.  (Note  49) • 

J.  WM.  THOMAS 


May  1,  1894. 

My  diary  stops  at  May  26,  1865.  Lee  had  surrendered  9th  April. 
The  war  was  over.  Lincoln  had  been  killed.  The  oath  taking  was  made 
a  matter  of  necessity.  Orders  came  from  the  War  Department  at  Wash¬ 
ington  that  all  who  would  take  the  oath  should  be  sent  home ;  that 
those  who  refused  should  be  sent  to  Washington  to  be  placed  in  soli¬ 
tary  confinement,  or  close  confinement.  Believing  the  war  over  and 
nothing  to  be  gained  by  refusing,  few  failed  to  go  up  as  their  time 
came . 


Some  did.  From  among  them,  myself  and  four  or  five  others  whose 
names  I  do  not  remember,  were  sent  to  Genl.  Barnes,  commanding  the 
Post,  to  confer  with  him,  or  rather  to  seek  information  of  him.  He 
kindly  received  us  and  said  his  orders  were  such  as  stated  above. 

That  if  we  positively  refused  to  take  the  oath  as  offered,  he  would 
have  to  send  us  to  Washington,  and  once  in  confinement  we  might  lie 
there  and  rot  while  Congress  decided  what  to  do  with  us . 

We  then  asked  whether,  under  such  circumstances,  he  thought  the 
oath  would  be  taken  in  good  faith.  He  answered  very  emphatically, 

No,  and  added,  "I  think  to  take  the  oath  to  support  the  U.  S.  Govern¬ 
ment  should  be  considered  an  honor,  but  to  thrust  such  an  oath  as 
this  down  a  man's  throat  is  a  disgrace,  and  I  would  have  no  respect 
for  any  man  who  took  it  in  good  faith",  (or  as  binding,  or  words  to 
that  effect).  I  think  the  above  are  his  words.  My  memory  of  the 
scene  is  very  clear.  Genl.  Barnes  was  an  old  U.  S.  A.  officer,  and 
in  all  showed  the  gentleman,  and  that  he  felt  a  pride  in  the  service, 
but  not  in  all  that  had  been  done  in  the  name  of  the  service  of  late 
years.  We  then  asked  him,  after  telling  him  our  feeling,  &c.,  what 
he  would  advise  us  to  do,  as  honorable  men  and  soldiers.  He  said 
there  was  nothing  to  do,  in  view  of  what  he  had  already  told  us  of 
the  Orders,  &c.,  except  to  go  through  the  form  of  oath-taking. 

We  went  back  and  reported  the  conversation  to  our  comrades  and 
all  sent  in  our  names  to  be  added  to  the  list.  Some  time  about  the 
middle  of  June  I  was  turned  loose  and  took  my  way  up  the  road,  passed 
the  Stockade  and  so  went  home,  sad  indeed  with  the  thought  that  the 
Cause  was  lost. 
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APPENDIX 


EXTRACTS  FROM  MARDEN'S  DIARY 
OF  THE  TIME  I  WAS  A  PRISONER 


1863 

July  3*  After  2nd  charge  fell  back  to  the  stream.  The  Yanks  de¬ 
cline  fighting  us . 

July  4.  Leave  the  foot  of  the  hill  at  7  A.  M.  Quietly  recross  the 
stream  and  fall  back  to  a  hill  in  front  of  town.  Throw  up  breast¬ 
works  . 

No  attack.  12  M.  leave  and  march  5  m.  towards  Hagerstown. 

Day's  march  5  l/2  m. 

July  5*  4  P.  M.  Move  towards  Hagerstown  and  bivouac  21  m.  from 

it.  Rough  traveling  through  fields  and  roads.  Mud  up  to  our  knees. 

5  m. 

July  6.  March  and  cross  the  mountains.  Encamp  at  Waynesboro,  Pa. 

12  m. 

July  7.  March  7  l/2  m.  towards  H.  Encamp  2  l/2  m.  from  H. 

Battalion  go  on  picket.  9  m* 

July  8.  Picket  relieved.  Day's  march  1  l/2  m. 

July  10.  Battalion  on  Picket,  about  3  P*  M.  Ordered  in  about  6  P.  M. 
and  march  towards  H.  Pass  through  the  town  and  encamp  3  m.  from 
Williamsport .  5  m. 

July  11.  Form  line  of  battle  and  put  up  breastworks. 

July  12.  Continue  working. 

July  13.  Still  behind  breastworks  awaiting  Yanks.  Enemy's  line  of 
battle  1  l/2  m.  distant. 

Skirmishers  engaged.  Enemy  fall  back.  Pretty  hungry.  8  l/2 
P.  M.  march  towards  Williamsport.  Make  6  m. 
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July  14.  Tedious  traveling  all  night  of  13th.  Daybreak  made  canal 
and  Potomac,  the  latter  to  our  arm  pits.  Encamp  4  l/2  m.  above. 

Falling  Waters.  Now  3  l/2  m.  from  Martinsburg,  having  marched 

9  m. 

July  15.  Pass  through  M.  and  take  pike  to  left.  Encamp  above 
Darkesvllle.  10  m. 

July  l6.  Encamped  in  woods  near  D.  15  m.  from  W. 

July  20.  Our  Brigade  march  back  1  ra.  below  M.  and  tear  up  track  of 

B.  &  0.  R.  R.  8  m. 

July  21.  Back  to  camp  near  Darksville.  11  m. 

July  22.  Move  and  encamp  3  m*  below  W.  13  m. 

July  23.  Through  W.  take  Front  Royal  road.  Cross  Shenandoah  on 
pontoons.  Artillery  firing.  Yanks  on  side  of  Mt .  Move  towards 
Chester  Gap  where  they  are  fighting.  Counter-march  and  encamp  near 
F.  R.  26  m. 

July  24.  Through  Front  Royal,  take  Luray  road  and  encamp  13  m. 
from  F.  R.  "A",  "G"  and  "B"  on  picket  1  m.  back.  15  m. 

July  25.  9m.  towards  Luray.  9 

July  27*  Sperryvllle  road,  pass  Blue  Ridge  through  Thornton's  Gap. 
Encamp  near  S.  14  m. 

July  28.  Through  Sp.  towards  Madison  C.  H.  Encamp  on  hill  surrounded 
by  Mts.  10  m. 

July  29*  Encamp  l/2  m.  from  Robinson  River.  6  m. 

July  31*  Ford  Madison  river  and  pass  through  M.  C.  H.  Encamp  3  m. 
from  it  on  road  to  Orange  C.  H.  7  m* 

Aug.  1.  Encamp  3  from  Orange  C.  H.  15  m. 

Aug.  6.  Move  camp  3/4  m.  3/4  m. 

Aug.  20.  A  beautiful  tribute  to  the  memory  of  Capt .  Murray  by  Genl. 
Stewart,  read  to  us  on  dress  parade. 

Aug.  23*  Inspection.  Md.  Battalion  cleanest  guns  and  accoutrements 
in  the  brigade . 

Sept.  3*  Receive  a  new  battle  flag  inscribed  with  Winchester  No.  2 
and  Gettysburg. 

Sept.  11.  nA"  3  l/2  m.  at  Jack's  Shop,  on  picket.  3  l/2  m. 
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Sept.  13.  Ordered  to  cook  rations.  Picket  relieved.  3  l/2  m. 
Fighting  at  Culpepper. 

Sept.  14.  March  1  m.  beyond  Orange  C.  H.  U  m. 

Sept.  15*  Our  camps  move  back  l/b  m.  above  0.  C.  H.  1  l/b  m. 

Sept.  19.  Through  0.  C.  H.  by  roundabout  vay  to  Mitchell’s  Ford. 

A ,  B  and  C  on  picket,  21  m. 

Sept.  20.  Relieved.  $/k  m. 

Sept.  21.  Battalion  working  on  fortifications.  We  are  at  Morton's 
Ford.  See  Yankee  pickets  plainly. 

Sept.  22.  50  volunteers,  from  our  brigade,  cross  the  river,  drive 

back  pickets  and  capture  100  head  of  sheep  and  other  cattle. 

Sept .  23 •  Move  back  into  woods  into  camp . 

Sept.  25.  Company  on  picket  3  A  m. 

Sept.  26.  Relieved  3A  m.  1  l/2  m. 

Sept.  31*  Battalion  on  picket. 

Oct.  1.  Relieved.  1  l/2  m. 

Oct.  6.  Battalion  on  picket,  and  fire  on  Yankee  pickets.  3/A  m. 
Oct.  7#  Relieved  3A  m* 

Oct.  8.  Pack  up  in  a  hurry.  3A  m*  an(^  march  11  m.  halting  8  m. 
fr.  0.  C.  H.  11  m. 

Oct.  9*  Pass  through  0.  C.  H.  towards  Madison  C.  H.  Halt  5  m.  from 
Jack's  Shop.  Trying  to  flank  the  Yankees.  20  m. 

Oct.  10.  18  miles  towards  Culpepper  C.  H.  18  m. 

Oct.  11.  March  7  miles.  7  m. 

Oct.  12.  Forded  Hazle  River,  crossed  the  Rappahannock  on  a  "Yank" 
bridge.  Encamped  at  Warrenton  Springs.  18  m. 


Cav.  fighting  Yanks  trying  to  destroy  bridge  but  were  driven 


back. 


Oct.  13.  Pass  through  Warrenton  and  halt  1  m.  beyond.  8  m. 

Oct.  Ik.  Firing  in  front.  March  3  m.  Our  Division  in  reserve. 
Rhodes  drives  the  Yanks.  We  double  quick  to  within  2m.  of  Bristoe 
Sta .  18  m . 
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Oct.  16.  To  Bristoe  Station.  1  l/2  m. 

Oct.  17*  Tearing  railroad.  4  m. 

Oct.  18.  By  Warrenton  Junction  to  a  woods  3  m.  from  Rappahannock . 

15  m. 

Oct.  19.  Crossed  the  river.  5  m.  Marched  125  m.  on  this  trip  after 
Meade . 

Oct.  21.  Cross  river  and  build  breastworks.  3  m. 

Oct.  23*  Encamp  2  l/2  m.  below  Brandy  Sta.  8  m. 

Oct.  25.  Move  to  a  permanent  camp  2  miles  towards  Brandy.  2  m. 

Oct.  26.  Our  brigade  goes  across  river  towards  Bealetown  and  have 
a  skirmish.  l8  m. 


Nov.  1.  Orders  detaching  our  Battalion.  Complementary  orders  from 
Ewell,  Johnson  and  Stewart.  We  are  to  go  to  Hanover  Junction. 

Nov.  2.  At  Brandy  Sta.  take  cars,  arrive  at  H.  Junction,  go  to 
camp  and  await  rest  of  Md.  Line. 

Nov.  9.  Move  camp  about  1  m.  from  Junction  on  Fredericksburg  road. 
Build  winter  quarters.  1  m. 

(Dist.  Co.  marched  from  time  I  left  when  wounded  until  I  rejoined  it 
was  thus  about  394  miles). 


Add  this  394  miles  to 


836 

IJlE 


gives  1230  m.  and  2110  m.  as  number  of 


miles  marched  by  those  in  Co.  A,  2nd  Md.,  and  those  in  both  H,  1st  Md., 
and  A,  2nd  Md.  [See  page  52.] 
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NOTES  TO  DIARY 


Written 
May,  1894 


1.  The  copy  of  my  diary,  herein,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  minor 
verbal  alterations  in  the  first  few  pages,  is  a  transcript,  not 
a  rewriting,  of  the  diary  kept  by  me  during  the  war  of  1861-1865. 
Hence  the  brevity  and  want  of  formation  of  sentences. 

Movements,  &c.,  usually  refer  to  those  of  the  Regiment,  or 
Battalion,  unless  otherwise  stated;  sometimes  to  the  Brigade  or 
Army.  Diagonal  figures  in  margin  are  number  of  miles  marched. 

After  second  year  top  figures  refer  to  Co.  A,  2nd  Md.  Inf. 

The  bottom  ones  are  miles  marched  by  those  who  were  in  both  Co.  A, 
2nd  Md.,  and  Co.  H,  1st  Md. 


2.  Maryland  companies  were  first  formed  in  Richmond  as  "A,  B,  C 
and  D  Md.  Guards",  commanded  by  Capt .  Dorsey  (A),  Capt .  J.  lysle 
Clarke  (b)>  Capt.  Mich.  Robertson  (c),  and  Capt.  Wm.  H.  Murray  (D). 


3.  Eight  Maryland  companies  formed  at  Harper's  Ferry  under  Elzey 
as  Colonel,  Geo.  H.  Stewart,  Lt.  Col.,  and  Bradley  T.  Johnson,  Major. 
Some  were  small.  I  think  at  this  time  the  regiment  was  organized 
making  Dorsey's  Co.,  "Co.  A",  and  Murray's  Co.,  "Co.  H". 

When,  on  the  26th,  Col.  Elzey  was  appointed  to  command  the  bri¬ 
gade,  G.  H.  Stewart  became  Col.,  Johnson,  Lt .  Col.  and  Dorsey,  Ma j . 


4.  After  the  change  we  went  to  the  Stone  Bridge  on  the  road  towards 
Washington.  The  men  were  jubilant,  thinking  we  were  going  straight  on. 

When  orders  came  to  counter-march  the  disappointment  was  great 
and  the  men  showed  it  very  strongly. 


\ 
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5.  Robertson's  Co.  came  in  as  "Co.  I". 


6.  Those  re -enlisting  at  this  time  were  given  a  furlough.  Tom 
Blakiston  and  myself,  having  no  especial  place  to  spend  it,  agreed 
to  go  with  Capt.  Jo.  Forrest  (of  St.  Mary's  Co.)  to  Northumberland 
Co.,  where  Capt.  F.  had  a  company  of  artillery.  By  helping  him  to 
take  his  horses  down  we  saved  him  some  trouble  and  ourselves  the 
expense  of  travelling. 


7-  I  found  it  much  harder  to  get  used  to  sleeping  in  a  bed,  after 
being  in  camp,  than  the  reverse.  A  first  night  in  camp  never  gave 
me  a  cold,  but  a  bed  always  did. 

I  was  amused  at  a  young  girl  here,  who  seemed  to  credit  any 
yarns  I  told  her  as  to  how  her  brother  lived  in  camp,  but  insisted 
that  she  knew  he  would  never  sleep  on  such  a  bed  as  I  described, 
one  which  I  had  found  very  comfortable. 

It  was  made  by  nailing  small  pine  saplings  to  the  head  piece 
of  the  bunk,  with  the  foot  ends  free,  and  a  blanket  spread  over  them. 
It  made  a  sort  of  spring-bed. 


8.  I  was  on  this  day  assigned  by  Genl.  Stewart  to  recruiting  ser¬ 
vice  in  Richmond  and  while  on  that  duty  also  acted  as  adjutant  at 
the  prison  known  as  "Castle  Thunder",  of  which  Capt.  G.  W.  Alexander 
was  in  charge  as  Asst.  Provost  Marshal. 

I  think  it  was  at  this  time,  or  perhaps  in  August  '62,  when  form¬ 
ing  Co.  A,  that  Col.  Walter  Jenifer,  afterwards  Brig.  Genl.  pressed 
me  to  go  with  him  to  W.  Va.,  saying  he  would  at  once  make  me  Sergt . 
Major  of  the  Regt.  and  felt  certain  he  could  get  me  a  commission  in 
one  of  the  companies,  within  a  month.  But  we  were  then  trying  to 
form  a  Maryland  Line  and  on  account  of  State  pride  I  felt  I  ought  to 
remain  where  I  was  in  order  to  assist  in  forming  an  Infantry  regiment, 
which  was  considered  necessary  as  a  nucleus  for  the  "Line". 

I  afterwards  often  regretted  that  I  did  not  go  with  Col.  J.  as 
I  was  much  better  fitted  for  cavalry  than  for  infantry,  and  moreover 
it  was  found  impossible  to  get  the  Marylanders  together.  It  was 
estimated  that  we  had  at  least  twenty  thousand  men  in  service,  but 
they  were  scattered  all  over  the  South.  In  the  Army  of  N.  Va.  we  had 
one  battalion  of  Inf.,  two  of  Cav.,  and  three  or  four  batteries  of 
Art.,  besides  some  full  companies  in  Va.  regiments. 

( Cont .  page  93) 
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WAR  DEPARTMENT, 

Adjutant  and  Inspectob  General’s  Office, 
Richmond,  February  26,  1862. 

GENERAL  ORDERS,  ? 

No.  8.  ] 

I.  The  following  Act  of  Congress,  with  Regulations  of  the  Secretary 
of  War  thereupon,  are  published  for  the  information  of  tho  Army: 

An  Act  to  authorize  and  provide  for  the  Organization  of  the  Maryland 
■  Line. 

“  SECT.  1.  The  Congrtse  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America  do  enact,  That  all  na¬ 
tive  or  adopted  citlzeDi  of  the  State  of  Maryland,  who  have  heretofore  volunteered, 
are  now  In,  or  may  hereafter  volunteer  In  the  service  of  the  Confederate  States, 
may,  at  their  option,  bo  organized  and  enrolled  lute  companies,  squadrons,  batta¬ 
lions  and  regiments,  and,  with  the  first  Maryland  regiment,  and  severalcompanlel 
now  In  service,  Into  one  or  more  brigades,  to  bo  known  as  the  Maryland  Line i  said 
organization  to  be  In  accordance  with  existing  laws."  {Approved  February  13, 1862.] 

II.  In  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the  above  act,  all  Mary¬ 
landers  now  in  service  in  the  military  organisations,  other  than  that  of 
the  First  Maryland  Regiment,  will,  upon  application  (propea  evidence, 


pled  Marylanders,  being 
gimentj  or,  where  the 
ies,  squadrons,  bat- 


setting  forth  the  fact  that  they  are  native  or 
furnished),  be  transferred  to  the  First  Mary! 
numbers  are  sufficient,  may  be  organized 
talions  or  regiments,  which,  |Tkh  the  Fi 
formed  into  brigades,  ho.  be  hhown  as  the 

'  ' v. 

m.  Col.  George  J^T.  Stewart,  now  com 
Regiment,  is  assigned  to  this  duty  of  organi  Mion,  re-enlisting  for  his 
own  regiment,  and  reorganizing  from  the  m  eri&l  obtained  by  enlist¬ 
ments  and  transfers,  in  accordance  with  the  fq  egoing  law — having  com¬ 
mand  of  the  whole. 

* 

By  order  of  the  Secretary  f  War. 


the  First  Maryland 


» 


S.  COOPER, 


Adjutant  and  Inspector  General . 

t 


A 
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NOTE:  the  above,  and  the  piLQ.vi.OLU  page  were  inserts  into  the 
Diary.  The  insert  at  top  of  page  91  reads  as  follows: 

Richmond.,  MaAch  14th/ 62 

J ,  Wm.  Thomas,  Co.  ”H”,  1st  Md. 

Rzgt,  is  aligned  to  duty  on 
AzcAuiting  szAvicz  £oa  thz  Md. 

Linz,  in  £  abt ,  this  city,  undzA 
Gznl,  OAdzAS  No,  S,  Ad  it,  £  hispt, 

Gznl's  O^icz  Fzb,  2 6th  1662, 

By  oAdzA  o$ 

Cot,  Gzo,  H,  StzaaAt 

Gzo,  Thomas 
A djt,  1st  Md.  Rgt, 

Endorsement  on  back: 


J,  Wm.  Thomas  pass  unmo- 
Izstzd, 

Jno,  H,  UindzA 
BAig,  Gznl, 


q? 
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The  lower  insert  on  page  (J1  reads: 


A. P.  Mo*.  Oi&ica,  E.V. 

M an.  3Ut  1862. 

Tkht>  t6  to  ceati^y  that  hia.  J.  dilLLam  Thomas 
th  acting  06  my  Adjutant. 

G.  U.  Alexander 

A.P.M. 


Cont .  fiaom  page  90: 

On  Nov.  1st,  '63,  the  Inf.  went  to  Hanover  Junction  and  were 
joined  by  the  1st  Md.  Cav.,  the  Baltimore  Light  Art.  and  perhaps 
Diment ' s  Md .  Bat . 

These  were  for  a  time  under  Col.,  afterwards,  Brig.  Genl. 

B.  T.  Johnson  and  known  as  the  Md.  Line. 


9.  The  railroad  was  not  ballasted  and  the  mud,  between  the  ties, 
deep.  Being  dark,  we  would  at  one  step  be  on  the  ties,  and  the 
next,  down  in  the  mud  between  them. 

I  think  it  was  at  this  bivouac  that  we  were  on  a  hillside, 
with  a  few  trees,  and  could  find  no  fit  place  to  sleep.  I  remember 
well  on  such  an  occasion,  finding  a  tree  and  spreading  ray  rubber  on 
the  hill  above  and  putting  my  feet  against  the  tree  to  keep  from 
slipping  down;  only  to  fall  asleep  and  to  wake  half  a  dozen  times 
to  find  myself  out  of  my  blanket,  on  the  hillside  below. 


10.  These  various  marches  and  counter-marches  were  some  of  Jackson's 
devices  to  bewilder  the  enemy  and  keep  them  from  knowing  what  forces 
he  had  and  where  he  was  going. 

For  instance,  on  April  30th,  when  we  crossed  the  mountain,  we 
found  camp  fires  smouldering  and  bivouacked  by  them. 

A  part  of  Jackson's  force  had  left  them  after  dusk  and  so, 

Yankee  scouts  would  think  we  were  the  same  force  and  that  Jackson 
had  not  moved. 


11.  We  were  quickly  formed,  with  scarce  a  halt,  and  at  the  command 
to  charge  I  recollect  well  noticing  Capt .  Murray.  He  seemed  to  give 
one  leap,  which  placed  him  far  in  advance  of  his  men,  and  straight 
as  an  arrow  and  fleet  as  a  stag  he  led  the  way  towards  a  large  barn 
in  which  was  posted  a  part  of  the  Yankee  1st  Md. 
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12.  As  shoving  the  excitement  and  joy  of  the  ladies  of  the  Valley 
whenever  we  drove  the  Yankees  out,  I  will  mention  that  scenes  like 
this  were  frequent.  Here  I  was  much  struck  with  this.  Though  bullets 
were  flying  pretty  freely  around,  the  ladies  stood  at  the  doors,  and 
even  at  the  gates  of  the  yards,  waving  their  handkerchiefs,  with  cries 
of  delight  and  words  of  cheer.  They  handed  out  to  those  who  could 
reach  them,  bread,  cakes,  milk,  water,  &c . 


13 .  The  cause  of  my  giving  out  was  that  I  drank  very  freely  of  water 
handed  me  by  one  of  the  ladies.  Although  nearly  out  of  wind,  I  could 
have  kept  on,  had  I  only  moistened  my  lips,  instead  of  giving  way  to 
my  thirst. 


14.  Among  them  Col.  Percy  Wyndham,  who  was  trying  to  "Bag  Ashby". 


15.  This  was  the  battle  of  Cross  Keys.  As  far  as  our  Regiment  was 
concerned,  it  was  most  peculiar.  We  were  on  a  slope,  just  below  the 
ridge  of  the  hill.  On  the  slope  were  small  oak  trees,  behind  which 
we  were  ordered  to  shelter  ourselves  when  possible  instead  of  keep¬ 
ing  line. 

I  was  behind  one  about  six  or  seven  inches  in  diameter.  Three 
regiments  attacked  us,  but  did  not  charge.  They  were  sheltered  in 
part  by  standing  wheat  or  rye,  and  a  fence.  During  the  whole  fight 
our  men  were  in  a  state  of  hilarious  excitement. 

The  slightest  thing  would  cause  a  roar  of  laughter  and  yelling 
along  the  line. 

From  the  shots  I  found  one  Yank  had  singled  me  out.  I  could  not 
see  him,  but  only  the  smoke  of  his  gun  as  he  fired  through  the  fence. 
He  plugged  the  tree  several  times.  One  shot  barked  the  tree  and  stung 
my  ear.  Another  touched  the  side  of  my  shoe  and  stung  my  toe.  This 
caused  me  to  jerk  my  foot  up,  so  energetically  that  I  kicked  myself. 
This  caused  a  roar  of  laughter  and  yells  that  went  on  down  the  line. 

As  for  my  duellist,  I  fired  eight  shots  before  I  silenced  him,  he 
having  fired  at  me  seven  times  after  I  found  him  out. 


l6.  "Camp",  "encamp",  &c.,  are  used  throughout  frequently  for 
"bivouac".  They  do  not  imply  tents,  but  rather  a  bivouac,  the  dura-' 
tion  of  which  is  uncertain,  and  when  we  have,  or  expect  to  have,  cook¬ 
ing  utensils,  &c . 


94 


:  e  1st  *x-  sa  *13.1  3A  \$'A  hp  rcO  b 'i  d  odd  l-w  aliiT  .^1 

.*80^  <->croIa  a  00  arrow  $W 

:Lf,  b  trio/  xhjft9  Jbso  Lrr,-e  or  /  afola  cr*  ,iO  .I'ln  add  'o  93J bii 
i£  '»$a  oi  ilae  „  10.  d  2a.  fa: '-05  *  *3  ox  1>s  at  ro  *iov  av 

.  tv  f  £  30 ! 

J  jntij'i  .noivj'l  a  Jbna  ay;*1  £°  >  »-■*  tv  ;  nljj.w!  e  yd  r*.sq 

tK.  J  ^  .  1  r  -  ' 

ori  2S  xxyg  aid  1c  ainma  9,  ,+ 

.  a  ^ald  I/rtsvaa  oo*ri  arij  Jb«.?*3tjlq  »H 


17*  On  this  morning  amid  the  Yankee  force  across  the  river,  on 
a  white  horse,  was  seen  an  officer,  evidently  one  of  rank. 

Col.  Johnson  turned  to  Wellington  Blakiston  (known  from  his 
favorite  expression  as  "By  Ganna")  and  asked  him  if  he  could  pick 
the  officer  off.  "By  Ganna"  turned  to  several  of  us  and  asked  how 
much  we  thought  the  distance.  All  agreed  at  about  one  mile.  His 
enf ield  musket  sight  was  gauged  to  1700  yds .  Putting  it  to  its 
full  and  aiming  high  he  pulled  the  trigger  and  the  officer  fell. 


18.  Co.  H  was  mustered  in  for  one  year.  Soon  after  mustering  out, 
Capt .  Murray  went  to  Richmond  to  raise  a  new  company. 

Myself*  and  others  who  had  re-enlisted  (see  page  26,  Feb.  8th) 
remained,  most  of  them  of  Co.  H  being  assigned  to  Capt.  Herbert, 

Co.  D. 


19.  Officers  of  Co.  A  were  elected  either  on  22nd  or  27th,  I  think. 
It  was  understood  that  the  officers  of  the  old  company  (H,  1st  Md.), 
except  Dick  Gilmor,  who  had  joined  the  cavalry,  should  be  elected, 
viz.,  W.  H.  Murray,  Capt.;  Geo.  Thomas,  1st  Lieut.;  and  that  Clapham 
Murray  should  be  2nd  Lieut.  For  Junior  2nd  Lieut,  there  was  a  con¬ 
siderable  contest. 

The  night  before  the  election,  Bill  Zollinger,  S.  Sollers, 

A.  Sollers,  and  some  others  came  into  my  tent  and  begged  me  to  run 
for  the  position. 

I  had  said  I  would  support  Me  H.  Howard. 

Tom  Blakiston  had  expected  an  appointment  in  the  regular  army. 
Failing  in  that  he  now  wanted  a  lieutenancy  in  this  Co. 

I  so  told  Z.,  &c.,  and  also  that,  but  for  having  said  I  would 
vote  for  Howard,  I  would  not  like  to  oppose  Tom.  Hence  I  could  not 
run . 


They  said  neither  could  be  elected  and  urged  me  to  consent.  As 
I  positively  refused,  they  retired  and  determined  to  run  Zollinger. 

There  were  several  nominees  and  finally  Zollinger  was  elected. 


20.  This  made  Murray's  Co.,  "Co.  "A",  and  gave  him  the  right  of 
Regt .  and  rank  as  Senior  Capt . 
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21.  My  diary  says  "Methodist  Episcopal",  but  my  recollection  is 
that  I  afterwards  heard  it  was  a  Dunkard  meeting. 


22.  "Hard-tack",  large,  dry,  square,  water  crackers,  generally 
very  hard. 


23*  I  was  sent  in  charge  of  the  guard,  having  obtained  this  detail 
in  order  to  see  my  brother  Richard. 


24.  Richard  planned  and  effected  the  capture  of  the  steamboat 
"St.  Nicholas",  running  between  Baltimore  and  Washington,  in  June, 

■6l. 


He,  together  with  G.  W.  Alexander,  (formerly  an  Eng.  officer 
U.  S.  Navy),  Tom  Blakiston  and  others,  had  raised  two  companies, 
to  be  drilled  as  Zouaves,  with  the  expectation  of  forming  a  regiment. 
R.  was  commissioned  as  Col.  of  Va.  Forces,  by  Gov.  Letcher,  July  1st, 
1861. 


With  Gov.  L's  consent  he  left  Richmond  to  effect  the  capture 
of  the  St.  N.  and  then  with  her,  to  take,  by  surprise,  the  U.  S. 
Ship,  "Pawnee".  Com.  Hollins,  Alexander  and  some  others  were  to 
board  the  St.  N.  at  Point  Lookout,  St.  Mary's  Co. 

R.  came  to  Baltimore,  obtained  about  a  dozen  men,  and  disguised 
as  a  French  lady,  took  passage  on  the  St.  N.,  for  Washington. 

The  men  went  aboard  as  laborers  going  to  harvest.  R.  had 
trunks  which  contained  pistols,  sabres,  &c .  Com.  Hollins  and  the 
others  came  aboard  at  Pt .  Lookout,  and,  when  in  mid-stream,  R. 
armed  his  men,  threw  off  his  disguise,  and  took  possession  of  the 
St.  N.  without  trouble.  The  "Pawnee"  did  not  ccme  down,  owing  to 
the  fact  that  on  her  way  her  Commander  was  killed  by  a  shot  from  our 
batteries  on  Mathias  Pt.  and  she  put  back  to  Washington. 

R.  turned  over  the  command  of  the  St.  N.  to  Com.  Hollins,  alter 
the  capture . 

Then  in  conjunction,  they  took  three  vessels,  one  loaded,  I 
think,  with  coal,  one  with  coffee,  and  one  with  ice,  and  conveyed 
them  to  Fredericksburg.  After  R.'s  death,  Com.  Hollins  claimed  the 
honor  of  the  capture.  The  above  is,  I  am  confident,  the  true  state¬ 
ment  . 


v 


96 


>LLc  v  t  Xi  i  ,  X  cr>8.  1  -J  bo  V  *■.•’■> 


<  i  I.  Hi  ^noi?  Li;,  .  'fii  tncmtJi  kT  nadvdod  gn.Luu'i  t"a*ioilD.tW  . 


■  .  J  v.  •  v  I  >  >J  it  jiOJJl  d  9  ‘J  .  > :’  i  jO  ■"-  *  V  t'.J  -W 

1  na  r  /d  *»&d  c  »  '.  :>J-  »  *n  *  *  3  r  t  to 

*  '  i-  },i.b  tnt> in  Mosob  <ocf.  v  n‘9dd'>  rton.vna  o.  ->i 

^  i  .  1  . 3  sv~r  d  od  gi  3  e  ‘-nodal  Mi':.-..  J.r>  *' t.  a. IT 

Id  jb  a  LCIc-H  ,bk:D  .oafc  iab>TdJM  t  lodci  ;  bsa  j  o d  r  oi  iw  airurt* 
.  ms  ids  bJh  ci  crarfr  bas  . df/oJtooJ  .  L  da  hio  i  aa-a  rr  ido 
.*«;  a©.j  »c >d  i'  .  t^s  •  lit  air  -o  •/•  rr  i  o  .a  air-  •  ia 

wj  .  ...  J  "  .: r  .V1  .r>  <  .  f  . 

joj  a  a  \d  :>uil  ■  j  *  lab'.'iWjrtioCI  •:  »f  V;  •  •  J  en 

r<  ;  )j  .1  9rfd  TO  iif  3..  •  j  srf  *1  O  a  OJ  f  . 

I  1  a  aJ  u :.  ;7  <•■■  .d  .;■  no  ni 


R.  then  returned  to  Md.  expecting  to  go  to  N.  Y.  to  get  arms, 

&c . ,  when  he  was  arrested.  He  was  sent  to  Richmond  and  exchanged, 

May  6th,  '63,  completely  broken  down  by  his  treatment  while  a  prisoner 

The  capture  of  the  St.  N.  raised  a  furor  at  the  North,  and 
Staunton,  Sec.  of  War,  had  R.  put  in  close  confinement  at  Port 
Lafayette,  N.  Y.  There  was  serious  talk  of  hanging  him.  Gov. 

Letcher  took  the  matter  in  his  own  hand,  having  some  prisoners 
captured  by  Va.  Forces.  He  took  out  two  officers  of  lower  rank 
than  R.  and  five  privates  (See  Note  below),  and  notified  President 
Lincoln  that  he  would  mete  out  to  them  the  same  treatment  which  R. 
received  at  the  hands  of  the  North.  This  brought  Staunton  to  terms 
and  effected  R.'s  exchange. 

R.  then  desired  to  command  the  Md.  Line.  Brad.  T.  Johnson  got 
the  position.  R.  was  really  unfit  for  service  and  some  time  after 
went  to  France.  He  never  recovered  his  health.  Some  time  before, 

I  think,  while  with  Garibaldi  in  Italy,  R.  had  taken  the  name  Zarvona, 
and  was  known  as  Col.  R.  T.  Zarvona.  Name  legalized  by  Va.  Legisla¬ 
ture  . 


25*  "Baltimore  Lights",  a  good  Md.  Light  Artillery  Co.,  afterward 
associated  with  us  as  part  of  the  Md.  Line. 


2o.  On  this  day's  march  an  old  man  walked  along  talking  with  us.  He 
said,  "They  have  been  telling  us  you  Rebs  were  a  ragged  set,  but  you 
seem  to  have  pretty  good  clothes;  and  that  you  were  badly  armed  (words 
to  that  effect),  but  you  have  good  guns,  and  what's  funny  to  me,  all 
of  them  have  U.  S.  on  them". 

Our  regiment  was  better  clothed  than  most  and  all  our  guns  had 
been  captured  on  battle  fields. 


27.  "Turned  to  left".  This  gives  the  idea  that  we  went  to  left  of 
pike.  My  recollection  is  that  we  left  the  pike  and  took  the  field  on 
the  right  of  it,  before  turning  to  the  left . 


NOTE:  Two  of  these  afterwards  admitted  they  were  officers.  See 
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2d.  "Going  up  the  hill",  i.e.  , 


"Culp's  Hill". 


29*  The  Federal  first  line  of  works  which  we  took  and  their  second 
line  here  made  a  considerable  angle,  the  first  running  nearly  straight, 
and  the  second  curving  from  it  thus: 


We  threw  out  a  picket  line  nearly  parallel  to  their  2nd  works,  from 
A  to  B. 

I  was  in  charge  of  the  second  relief.  I  went  in  for  3rd  relief 

and  had  posted  about  one-half  of  it,  when  the  moon  struggling  through 

the  clouds  discovered  us,  and  the  Yankees  opened  full  fire.  Accord¬ 
ing  to  my  instructions,  I  gave  the  command  to  fall  back  to  main  line. 
Our  main  line  opened  at  once  and  thus  we  were  between  the  two  fires. 

For  once  I  was  certainly  anxious  to  run.  I  kept  my  eye  on  my 

furtherest  man,  at  B,  and  as  soon  as  he  got  on  line  with  me,  I  put 
back  as  quickly  as  I  could.  When  I  reached  the  breastwork  I  was 
nearly  bayonet ted  by  one  of  our  men  who  thought  the  enemy  was 
charging . 


30.  "File  Left";  evidently  a  mistake,  as  this  would  have  taken  us 
to  the  rear. 

I  feel  sure  we  were  marching  to  the  left  by  the  left  flank,  left 
in  front.  In  that  case  File  Right  would  have  put  us  in  position. 


31.  The  expressions,  "Disorder"  and  "Confusion"  refer  to  the  brigade, 
not  to  our  Battalion. 

I  now  think  this  was  as  severe  a  trial  as  any  regiment  ever  had. 

We  were  in  edge  of  woods,  with  large  boulders  also  in  front.  As 
soon  as  we  advanced  we  were  in  open  ground.  A  stone  fence  ran  dia¬ 
gonally  across  our  line,  cutting  the  company  on  the  left  of  Co.  A.  in 
half.  When  the  advance  began,  a  battery  to  our  left  opened  on  us  with 
enfilading  fire.  Soon  all  of  the  brigade,  to  the  left  of  the  stone 
wall,  knelt  down  and  began  firing.  Our  Co.  (A),  a  few  to  our  left, 
and  those  to  our  right  continued  to  advance.  We  were  not  allowed  to 
fire.  We  were  kept  down  at  dead-march.  As  2nd  Sergt.  I  several 
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times  repeated  the  order  as  passed  down,  "Steady,  boys,  steady". 

I  recollect  well,  and  have  frequently  remarked  upon  it,  that  our 
line  was  as  good  as  on  dress-parade,  and,  as  men  were  knocked  out, 
the  files  closed  in  and  dressed  up. 

There  was  not  the  slightest  break  until  the  order  was  given  to 
fall  back. 

Then  there  was  a  momentary  halt,  and  for  a  second  all  huddled 
up  as  it  were  at  the  right  of  Co.  A,  where  Capt .  Murray  fell,  and 
then  broke  for  cover.  If,  when  half  way  across,  we  had  been  allowed 
to  charge,  I  believe  we  could  have  started  a  rout,  as  we  were  on 
their  extreme  right  and  they  showed  signs  of  leaving.  Besides  this 
was  just  about  the  time  of  Pickett's  charge  on  their  left.  A  charge 
here  might  have  given  success  to  Pickett,  if  it  did  not  itself  cause 
a  rout . 

Our  Company  loss  in  the  two  days,  2nd  and  3rd,  was  65,  viz.: 
Capt.  and  8  privates  killed,  1  Lieut.,  2  Sergeants  and  47  privates 
wounded,  and  6  captured.  Of  the  wounded  several  were  left  on  the 
field  and  captured  and  some  died  of  their  wounds. 


32.  Dr.  Quinan  had  been  relieved  by  a  Surgeon  who  said  he  had  orders 
to  send  all  Confederates  away.  He  insisted  I  was  not  much  hurt.  He 
inserted  a  probe  in  the  hip  wound,  and,  striking  between  two  muscles, 
ran  it  down  about  six  inches . 

It  did  not  follow  the  wound  at  all. 

From  this  he  said  I  had  no  bones  broken,  though  the  fact  is  the 
crest  of  the  hip  bone  was  shot  away,  and  the  pieces  came  out  at 
David's  Island. 


33.  Was  sent  south  on  parole,  not  exchanged. 


34.  Castle  Thunder  was  a  prison,  of  which  Capt.  G.  W.  Alexander, 
who  had  been  with  Richard,  was  Commander,  as  Asst.  Provost  Marshal. 


35*  Being  on  parole,  I  could  not  go  to  the  army.  So  I  took  a  clerk 
ship  in  Ma j .  Ambler's  office  to  help  pay  expenses.  He  was  Asst. 
Quarter  Master. 
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He  married  Sen.  Mason's  daughter.  It  was  in  that  way  I  got  the 
position . 


36.  This  was  the  so-called  "Md.  line".  We  tried  to  form  one  hut 
failed.  That  is,  we  had  at  Hanover  Junction  the  2nd  Md.  Inf.,  the 
1st  Md.  Cav.,  and  the  Baltimore  Igt .  Art.  under  Gen.  B.  T.  Johnson. 
But  of  course  we  could  not  often  act  in  conjunction,  and  I  think 
were  not  known  as  a  separate  command  after  the  Inf.  went  with 
Breckenridge  May  23rd,  ''64. 


37*  While  at  Hanover  Junction,  the  Infantry  were  drilled  in  Artil¬ 
lery  practice,  and  the  Cavalry,  in  Infantry  skirmish  drill. 


38.  I  did  not  give  a  full  account  of  this  in  ray  diary,  probably  not 
wishing  to  write  anything  to  the  discredit  of  an  officer. 

Since  I  learn  that  Capt .  Crane  (now,  1893;  Judge  Parran  Crane) 
claims  unmerited  honor  as  to  his  war  record,  I  will  now  state  the 
facts  more  fully.  At  this  time  Capt.  C.  was  in  command  of  the  Bat¬ 
talion  . 

On  the  evening  of  the  2nd,  just  before  the  movement  of  5  P*  M., 
he  made  a  flowery  speech  to  us  to  the  effect  that  we  were  about  to 
be  put  in  a  prominent  position,  that  we  knew  and  would  perform  our 
duty,  &c . ,  &c . 

Well!  we  were  placed  a  short  distance  in  rear  of  the  breastworks. 
Finegan's  Florida  Brigade  formed  about  400  yds.  to  our  rear.  All  lay 
down.  The  morning  of  the  3rd  was  very  foggy.  The  enemy  charged  in 
five  lines  and  took  the  breastworks. 

When  our  men  broke,  or  rather  began  to  break,  Crane  was  lying 
down  in  rear  of  the  right  of  our  Company.  Several  officers  and 
men  begged  him  to  give  the  command  to  forward.  He  refused.  The  men 
then  asked  Capt.  Duval  to  take  command  and  order  a  charge,  saying 
they  knew  the  Yankees  were  taking  the  works . 

He  said  he  could  not  while  Crane  was  present .  They  then  asked 
my  brother.  Geo.  Thomas.  He  could  not,  for  the  same  reason.  By 
this  time  Finegan's  Brigade  had  advanced  and  were  nearly  upon  us. 

Then  "Buck"  Weems,  a  private  in  our  Co.  jumped  up  with  an  oath, 
saying  "They  are  Yanks,  I  see  the  D - d  old  rag". 
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With  that  he  threw  his  old  straw  hat  in  the  air  and  said,  "Come 
on,  Boys". 

The  men  were  so  excited,  they  needed  nothing  more,  and  we  rushed 
up  closely  followed  by  the  Florida  boys,  drove  the  enemy  back  and 
recovered  the  trenches.  Lt .  Chas .  H.  Wise,  of  Co.  B,  with  some  men 
of  the  Battalion,  manned  a  gun  (which  the  enemy  had  nearly  succeeded 
in  turning  upon  us)  and  opened  fire. 

I  have  never  met  any  one  who  claimed  to  have  seen  Crane  in  the 
trenches  before  the  afternoon,  when'  all  was  quiet. 

One  of  Crane's  Co.  (b)  told  me  that  he  heard  C.  give  the  command 
"Forward"  to  his  Co. 

His  Co.  was  then  on  the  right  of  the  line.  He  could  not  run  to 
the  left;  that  was  towards  the  fighting;  nor  to  the  rear,  for  Finegan 
was  behind  us.  He  could  get  off,  only  by  the  right,  and  must  have 
had  presence  of  mind  to  give  the  order  as  he  passed  in  rear  of  his 
Company . 


39-  "Pontoon  Bridge",  over  James  River. 


1+0.  Around  Petersburg  each  side  had  heavy  breastworks  and  fortifica¬ 
tions,  the  distance  between  them  varying  much,  in  some  places  being 
short  musket  range . 

Between  them  each  side  had  skirmish  lines,  except  when  very 
close  together. 

These  gradually  dug  pits  holding  two,  or  four,  men.  Hence 
there  was  soon  a  regular  line  of  pits  in  front  of  each  breastwork. 

In  some  places  the  lines  were  near  enough  to  allow  conversations. 

It  was  not  unusual,  when  the  lines  were  quiet  for  one  to  call 
out  to  the  other,  proposing  to  swap  coffee,  &c.,  for  tobacco,  the 
latter  being  more  plentiful  with  us,  and  the  former  with  the  Yankees. 

Then  each  would  send  a  man  half1  way  and  the  swap  would  be  made. 

After  a  "talk",  warning  would  always  be  given  before  opening 
fire,  "Look  out,  Reb",  or  "Look  out,  Yank",  "we're  going  to  shoot". 


4l.  Pt.  Lookout  Prison  was  on  a  point  of  land  lying  between  Chesa¬ 
peake  Bay  and  Potomac  River.  It  was  on  the  Bay  side,  being  a  large 
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pen  with  high  plank  fence,  near  the  top  of  which  was  a  plank  walk, 
on  which  the  guards  were  posted.  A  small  ditch,  about  20  ft.  or 
30  ft.  inside  the  fence  formed  the  "dead  line".  Across  that  no 
prisoner  was  allowed  to  go.  While  we  had  negro  guards,  several  of 
our  men,  who  inadvertently  crossed  the  line,  were  shot  without 
warning. 

The  pen  was  divided  by  several  streets,  running  from  the  Bay. 

On  each  side  of  these  tents  were  pitched.  Each  street,  or  one  side 
of  a  street,  formed  a  "Division"  under  charge  of  a  Yankee  Corpl. 

The  "Division"  was  sub-divided  into  companies  of  about  100, 
under  a  Confederate  Sergt.  or  Corpl. 

Three  times  a  day  we  formed  ranks  and  marched  to  one  of  the 
cook-houses  on  the  side  opposite  the  Bay,  for  our  rations .  The 
last  consisted  of  half  a  loaf  of  bread  and  a  cup  of  weak  tea, 
morning  and  night,  and  at  midday  half*  loaf  of  bread  and  a  small 1 
piece  of  fat  salt  pork  (pickled  pork),  or,  in  place  of  the  pork, 
a  cupful  of  thin  bean  soup.  It  is  truth  that  many  in  the  pen  were 
almost  starved.  Our  mess  generally  swapped  the  meat  for  cups  of 
soup  and  kept  it  till  we  had  enough  by  boiling  down,  to  make  a  fair 
soup.  Those  who  had  money  could  live  fairly  well,  as  there  was 
a  sutler  for  the  prison.  Marylanders  had  little  trouble  on  that 
account . 

The  others  could  get  no  money  from  outside.  Some  made  fans, 
of  pine  wood,  some  toothpicks  of  bone,  in  form  of  a  knife,  and  various 
things  which  they  could  sell  for  small  amounts. 


42.  "Billy  Laird",  one  of  our  Co.  wounded  and  captured  July  2nd, 
'63  and  not  paroled  till  end  of  war. 


43-  We  used  to  get  cracker  boxes  from  the  sutler,  with  which  to 
build.  Hence  houses  called  cracker  box  houses. 


44.  About  l/4  m.  or  perhaps  1  mile  above  the  prison  was  a  narrow 
place  where  the  Bay  and  a  creek  nearly  met. 

Across  this  was  a  heavy  stockade,  behind  which  were  two  guns 
pointing  on  the  pen,  in  case  of  an  outbreak  of  the  prisoners. 
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45*  "Flanked".,  &c .  Miss  A.  E.  was  a  sister  of  Willie  Edelen  and 
Miss  M.  S.  his  cousin,  both  friends  of  mine.  Maj .  Brady,  the  Provost 
Marshal  in  charge,  refused  to  let  us  out  to  see  them.  A  working  party 
of  prisoners  was  sent  out  every  morning. 

At  this  time  it  was  working  on  a  fortification  near  a  house  in 
which  the  ladies  were,  or  to  which  they  could  come.  W.  E.  and 
probably  Phil  E.  and  I  got  on  this  party  and  through  the  Corpl.  and 
Lieut,  in  charge,  got  to  the  house  and  spent  some  time. 


4 6.  Sometimes  Maiy landers  could  get  boxes  of  eatables  from  their 
friends.  This  one  was  so  large  that  Maj.  Brady  refused  to  let  it  in. 
The  "manoeuvering"  was  to  get  the  Surgeon  interested  in  having  it 
passed  in  to  us .  I  used  to  get  money  in  through  Father  Pacciarini, 
a  priest  at  St.  Inigoes  who  had  the  privilege  of  the  camp.  He  always 
saw  Mother  before  coming  down.  He  did  not  think  the  bringing  of 
money  for  our  necessities  was  a  violation  of  the  spirit  of  his  agree¬ 
ment,  although  the  orders,  &c . ,  would  not  allow  it. 


47.  When  calling  to  a  Yankee  picket,  we  called  out  "Billy"  or 
"Billy  Yank".  They  called  to  us,  "Johnny"  or  "Johnny  Reb". 


48.  This  capture  seemed  to  be  due  to  the  Capt.  commanding  brigade 
picket . 

Lieut.  Tolson  (i  think)  of  our  Regt .  had  charge  of  the  right, 
and  I,  as  2nd  officer,  of  the  left . 

When  we  fell  back  there  was  no  enemy  attacking  in  our  front. 

We  got  to  the  trenches  and  found  them  deserted. 

The  few  men  who  had  manned  them  had  been  thrown  to  the  left 
where  we  heard  heavy  firing.  We  felt  that  a  desperate  attack  had 
been  made  and  wished  to  go  there  at  once.  The  Capt.  said  he  would 
go  down  the  line  and  see.  He  went  to  the  left  and  soon  returned 
saying  he  had  been  ordered  to  go  back  to  the  pits. 

This  seemed  useless  to  us,  and  we  doubted  his  "orders".  The 
men  begged  Lieut.  T.  to  take  command  and  lead  them  to  where  the 
fighting  was  going  on.  Lt.  T.  did  not  like  to  do  it  as  the  Capt. 
commanding  was  present . 

The  men  then  turned  to  me,  and  asked  me  to  take  command.  I  was 
in  the  same  fix.  I  said  I  thought  going  to  the  pits  was  useless, 
but  that  we  had  better  obey  orders.  So  we  all  went  out  again. 
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We  had  hardly  got  to  the  pits  before  we  saw  the  Yankees  double- 
quicking  to  the  left  (our  left)  on  the  breastworks  just  behind  us. 

We  formed  and  moved  by  the  right  flank,,  without  skirmishers  ahead. 

Soon  we  came  almost  against  a  company  of  sharpshooters,  with 
their  guns  leveled  at  us.  The  Capt .  in  com.  of  us  had  a  white  flag 
up . 

The  men  were  terribly  taken  aback  at  being  thus  surrendered,  as 
we  all  thought  the  intention  was  to  get  back  to  our  own  lines,  even 
if  we  had  to  cut  our  way  through. 


49.  Miles  marched  by  Co.  H,  1st  Md.  Inf.  880 

Less  10  m.  p.  33  and  plus  34  m.  on  pp .  36,  37.> 

4l,  42  (of  original  diary)  24  904 

Miles  marched  by  Co.  A,  2nd  Md.  Infy., 

to  Aug.  19,  '64  l4ll 

plus  3  m.  left  out  on  p .  69  (of  original 

diary)  3 


l4l4 


By  men  in  both  companies 


2318 


By  Co.  A,  2nd  Md.  while  I  was  a  prisoner 


394 


Marched  by  me 


1924 


Walked  by  W.  E.  and  I  on  furlough  on  our  trip 
to  Westmoreland 
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COPY  OF  ROLL  OF  CO.  A,  2nd  MD.  INF.  C.S.A. 


WITH  CASUALTIES  FROM  DATE  OF  MUSTER 


Co.  A  mustered  in  on  the  27th  day  of  August, 

1862. 


Capt .  Wm .  H .  Murray 
1st  Lieut .  Geo .  Thomas 

2nd  Lieut.  Clapham  Murray 

Jun.  2nd  Lt.  W.  P.  Zollinger 
1st  Sergt.  W.  T.  Blakistone 
2nd  Sergt.  Jas .  F.  Pearson 

3rd  Sergt.  Jos.  H.  Stewart 


4th  Sergt.  J.  Vto.  Thomas 


5th  Sergt  W.  H.  Holliday 
1st  Corpl.  E.  S.  Dorsey 
2nd  Corpl.  Wm.  H.  Smith 


3rd  Corpl.  F.  L.  Grammar 
4th  Coxp>l.  Edwin  James 
Private  Adair,  Wm.  R. 

"  2  Bailey,  Wm.  F. 

"  3  Baxley,  W.  G.  D. 

"  4  Bowling,  B. 

"  5  Bowling,  F. 

"  6  Bowling,  W. 

"  7  Bond,  Frank 

"  8  Bond,  John 

"  9  Braddock,  Chas . 

"  10  Brannock,  W.  D. 


11 

12 

13 


July  3,  1863,  Killed 
July  2,  '63,  W.  Pro.  Capt. 

30  Sept.  '64  W. 

Pro.  to  1st  Lt.  Aug.  19,  '64, 

Captured. 

30  Sept.  '64  W.  2nd  Apl.  '65  C. 

July  3,  '63  W.  Aug.  3,  '63  D. 

Aug.  17,  '63  1st  Sergt.  19  Aug  '64  C. 

2  Apl.  '65  W.  and  C. 

Broken.  Deserted.  Arrested  by  Yanks. 
Paroled,  pardoned  by  proclamation  of 
President.  Appt.  2nd  Lieut.  C.S.A. 
July  3,  '63  W.  and  C.^Aug.  17,  '63 
Pro.  2nd  Sergt^  Aug.  19,  '64  C. 

2nd  Apl.  '6 5  C. 

Reduced  to  ranks.  June  3>  '64  K. 

Appt.  Sergt. j  June  14,  '63  W. 

Pro.  Sergt..  '64  Arrested  in  Md. 
Paroled. 

Broken.  Deserted. 

Appt.  Qr.  M.  Sergt. 

C .  Ex .  Dec .  1 62 .  19  Aug .  1 64  C .  Ex . 

1  Oct.  '64  W. 

Arrested  in  Md.  Ex.^  2  Apl.  '65  W. 

July  3,  '63  W.  and  C. 

Apl.  2,  '65  C. 

July  3,  '63  W.  and  C,  2  Apl.  '6 5  C. 
Detailed  as  scout. 

3  July  '63  W.  Deserted. 

2  July  '63  W.  l8  Aug.  '64  "Missing". 
Pro.  Corplj  19  July  '63  C^  l8  Aug.  '64 
W;  2  Apl.  '65  C. 

July  '63  C. 

Transferred  to  Co.  G. 

3  July  '63  W.  and  D. 


Bryan,  E. 
Bryan,  W. 
Bowley ,  Wm . 
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Private 

14  Barry ,  Philip 

3  July  '63  W.  2  Apl.  ’65  C. 

II 

15  Bruce,  Wm. 

3  July  ’63  K. 

II 

l6  Clayville,  Moses 

3  July  ’63  W.  and  C.^Ap.  Corp.  Feb. 
'65.  25  March  '65  C.  in  picket  charge. 

II 

17  Cavey,  Jas . 

3  July  '63  W.  Transferred. 

ft 

18  Deale,  T.  N.  (Kip) 

19  Aug.  '64  C.  21  Sept.  '64  D.  of 
pneumonia . 

It 

19  Denton,  Geo. 

Ap.  Corpl.,  30  Sept.  '64  K. 

II 

20  Davis,  J.  N. 

3  July  '63  W.  and  C.  Escaped 

18  Aug.  '64  K. 

ft 

21  Durner,  Jno.  F. 

Detailed  in  Qr.  M.  Dept.  C. 

II 

22  Emory,  Albert 

July  '63  C. 

II 

23  Edelen,  Wm.  J. 

3  July  '63  W.  and  C.  19  Aug.  '64  C. 

II 

24  Fulton,  Alex. 

3  July  '63  W.  and  C.  3  June  '64 

W .  and  D . 

VI 

25  Freeman,  Bernard 

3  July  '63  W.  and  C. 

II 

26  Fitzgerald,  J.  E. 

3  July  '63  W.  18  Aug.  '64  W. 

2  Apl.  '65  C. 

If 

27  Gardiner,  W.  F. 

3  July  '63  W.  and  C.  Detailed  on 
light  duty. 

II 

28  Galligher,  H.  F.  L. 

19  Aug.  '64  C.  2  Apl.  '65  C. 

If 

29  Gannon,  Wm. 

Drummer. 

II 

30  Gill,  S.  P. 

Mch.  '64  Ap.  Corpl.  30  Sept.  '64  K. 

11 

31  Glenn,  S.  T. 

3  July  '63  W.  2  Ap.,  '65  C. 

It 

32  Grayson,  S.  M. 

2  Apl.  '65  C. 

II 

33  Grogan,  Jas . 

June  '64  transferred  to  1st  Md.  Cav. 

11 

34  Goodwin,  John 

30  Sept.  '64  W. 

11 

33  Hardesty,  Jas. 

2  July  '63  K. 

fl 

36  Howard,  D.  R. 

3  July  '63  W.  19  Apl.  '64  W. 

Leg  amputated. 

II 

37  Hance,  W.  H. 

30  Sept.  '64  W.  2  Apl.  65  C. 

II 

38  Hammett,  F. 

Between  1st  and  5th  Oct.  '64  D.  of 
dysentery. 

It 

39  Hopkins,  S. 

2  July  '63  W. 

11 

40  Hubball,  Bernard 

17  July  '63  C.  Deserted. 

fl 

4l  Harrison,  Thos . 

5  June  '64  W. 

If 

42  Harrison,  Wm. 

2  Apl.  '65  C. 

If 

43  Herster,  Fredk. 

3  June  '64  W.  30  Sept.  '64  W. 

2  Apl.  ’65  W.  and  C. 

II 

44  Hanson,  Not ley 

3  July  '63  W.  and  C.  18  Aug.  '64  W. 
Retired. 

If 

45  Hunter,  John 

II 

46  Holly day,  Lamar 

3  July  '63  W.  and  C.  Detailed  with 

Col.  J.  Ap.  Hosp.  Stew. 

11 

47  Hollyday,  Henry 

Ap.  Lance  Corpl.  3  July  '63  K. 

11 

48  Iglehart,  Jas. 

It 

49  Ives,  Leonard  W. 

Ap.  Lance  Corpl.  3  July  '63  W.  and  D. 

ft 

50  Kleinkiewicz,  T. 

3  July  '63  W.  and  C.  Deserted. 

It 

51  Kennedy,  Arthur 

3  July  '63  K. 

II 

52  Lloyd,  Chas . 

2  July  '63  W.  and  D. 

II 

53  Lowe,  E. 

If 

54  Lowe,  L. 

2  July  '63  W. 

II 

55  Loane,  Geo. 

2  July  '63  W.  and  C.  and  took  the 
oath.  (Deserted). 
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Private  56  Lucchesi,  D.  2  July  '63  contused  W?  July  '63  C. 

near  Potomac  paroled. 


II 

57  Murray,  Alex . 

'62  C.  3  July  '63  W.  slightly. 

II 

58  Morrison,  Wilbur 

3  July  '63  K. 

II 

59  Maguire,  Chas .  E. 

Ap.  Corpl.,  3  July  '63  W.,  Mch.  '64 

Ap.  Sergt . 

II 

60  Marden,  Geo. 

18  Aug.  '64  W.  Deserted. 

tl 

6l  Marney,  Jno . 

3  July  '63  W.  and  C.  Discharged. 

It 

62  McCormick,  H.  A. 

3  July  '63  K. 

II 

63  McCullough,  W.  R. 

Ap.  Lance  Corpl.,  Mch.  '64  Ap .  Sergt. 
Maj.,  Mch.  '65  Ap.  Adjutant 

II 

64  McDaniel,  John 

Detailed  with  Regt .  Surgeon. 

II 

65  McDonald,  P. 

3  July  '63  C.  Ex. 

•1 

66  McKevitt,  Arthur 

2  Apl .  '65  C. 

II 

67  Me Court,  A. 

2  Apl.  '65  C. 

It 

68  McIntyre,  F. 

3  July  '63  W.  and  D. 

II 

69  Miller,  Andrew 

Detailed  in  Field  Recg.  Hospital. 

II 

70  Nicolai,  H. 

3  July  '63  K. 

II 

71  O' Donovan,  E. 

II 

72  Owens,  H.  C. 

3  July  '63  W.  3  June  '64  W.  D. 

•I 

73  Pindell,  P. 

2  July  '63  W.  C.  D. 

II 

74  Porter,  Wm. 

Detailed  in  Qr.  M.  Dept,  of  Regt. 
Deserted. 

II 

75  Pratt,  T.  St.  Geo. 

July  '64  Apt.  Lieut,  of  Marines. 

II 

76  Prentiss,  Wm. 

2  Apl.  '65  W.  C. 

It 

77  Peters,  Thos . 

Detailed  with  Maj.  Kyle,  Qr.  M. 

C.  at  New  Creek. 

II 

78  Pyf er,  Benj . 

2  Apl.  '65  C. 

II 

79  Parr,  D.  P. 

Detailed  in  Signal  Corps. 

II 

80  Peregoy,  Jas. 

3  July  '63  W.  C.  Deserted. 

It 

8l  Quinn,  M. 

Appt.  Chief  Musician  of  Regt. 

II 

82  Roiley,  J.  S. 

19  Aug.  '64  C.  Paroled. 

tl 

83  Steele,  Chas. 

Lance  Corpl.,  3  July  '63  W.  C. 

30  June  '64  D.  of  sickness. 

II 

84  Starling,  Geo 

3  July  '63  W.  D. 

II 

85  Sollers,  A. 

3  July  '63  W. 

2  Apl.  '65  C. 

II 

86  Sollers,  S. 

14  June  '63  W.,  19  Aug.  '64  W. 

It 

87  Sanderson,  F. 

2  July  '63  W.  D. 

II 

88  Smith,  H.  T. 

3  July  '63  W.  C.,  Apt.  Corpl.  Feb.  *65 

II 

89  Schall,  J. 

6  July  '63  C.  and  joined  Yankee  Cav. 

II 

90  Shanley,  T. 

6  Apl.  '65  C. 

II 

91  Thelin,  Wm.  T. 

3  July  ,l63  W.,  l6  Sept.  '64  Arrested 
in  Md.,  2  Apl.  '65  C. 

II 

92  Thomas,  L.  R. 

Appt.  Corpl.  Discharged. 

tl 

93  Trego,  J.  L. 

12  Aug.  '63  D.  of  fever. 

It 

94  Taylor,  Geo . 

2  Apl.  '65  C. 

II 

95  Trail,  C.  M. 

3  July  *63  W.,Det.  Qr.  M.  Dept. 
Courier  for  Ch.  of  Art.  3rd  Corps. 

It 

96  Trippe,  Andrew 

3  July  '63  W.  C.,  Appt.  Lieut  of  Ord. 

II 

97  Twilley,  Benj . 

Transferred  to  Co.  G. 

It 

98  Tilghman,  R.  C. 

18  Aug.  '64  W.  Retired. 

II 

99  Windolph,  Geo. 

2  July  '63  K. 

II 

100  Williams,  Jno.  Ph. 

2  July  ’63  W..  30  Sept.  ’64  W.,  Appt. 
Corpl.  Feb.  '6 5^  2  Apl.  '65  C. 
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Private 

101  White,  Jno. 

Deserted,  Reported  to  be  on  Yankee 
Gunboat 

•  1 

102  Wegner,  Chas. 

Transferred  to  1st  Md.  Cav. 

ft 

103  Wagner,  Jno. 

13  June  '64  W.  D. 

It 

104  Wilson,  Jno. 

14  June  '63  W.  6  Apl.'65  C. 

ft 

105  Weems,  C.  H. 

2  Apl .  '65  C. 

•  t 

106  Zollinger,  J.  P. 

3  July  '63  W.  C.  Esc.  =  Det.  in  Med. 
Pur.  Office 

It 

107  Fiege,  C.  L. 

Deserted,  sentenced  to  hard  labor 
with  ball  and  chain.  Pardoned  by 
President  Davis. 

(t 

108  Chandler,  W. 

2  July  '63  W.  D. 

ft 

109  McCormick,  L.  D. 

July  '63  C.  and  took  oath. 

tl 

110  Laird,  J.  Winder 

Appt.  Corpl.  Ap.  Sergt.  Maj .  Apt. 
Adj.  18  Aug.  '64  K. 

If 

111  Toy,  J.  L. 

18  Aug.  '64  W.(4  places).  Retired. 

ft 

112  Henry,  Jno.  C. 

3  June  '64  contused  W.  18  Aug.'64  W. 

2  Apl. '65  W. 

ft 

113  Davis,  Geo.  W. 

3  July  '63  C. 

ft 

114  Lake,  Craig 

2  July  '63  W.  28  Feb. '64  D.  of 
Varioloid. 

ft 

115  O'Brien 

3  June  '64  W.  Retired. 

ft 

116  Laird,  Wm. 

2  July  '63  W.  C.  Paroled  with  A.  N. 

Va. 

ft 

117  Hoffman,  W.  H. 

3  June  '64  W. 

tl 

118  Phelps,  Jas.  G. 

19  Aug.'64  C.  Exchanged. 

f  t 

119  Oakes, 

By  transfer.  Retired. 

ft 

120  Bowdoin,  L. 

By  transfer.  Appt.  Act.  Master's 

Mate  C.S.N. 

ft 

121  Birch,  Jno.  H. 

By  transfer.  Order  Revoked. 

ft 

122  Jennings,  V.  R. 

5  Feb. '65  W. 

ft 

123  Hubbard, 

30  Sept. '64  K. 

It 

124  White,  J.  McK. 

May  '62  (in  Co.  H  1st  Md.  Inf.)  W. 

2  Apl. '65  C. 

ft 

125  Hughes, 

Joined  the  Co.  §  deserted  in  two  weeks 

Original  of  above  roll  is  in  my  second  book  of  Diary.  While 
signed  by  me  as  2nd  Sergt.,  it  was  not  an  official  one,  but  one  kept 
by  me  for  my  own  use. 

Contractions  6c.  used,  as  follows-- 

W.  =  Wounded  Ex.  =  Exchanged 

C.  =  Captured  Ap.  or  Appt.  =  Appointed 

D.  =  Died,  after  W.,  D.  means  Died  of  Wounds. 

K.  =  Killed  Pro.  =  Promoted 

Corpl.  =  Corporal  Det.  =  Detailed 

Sergt.  =  Sergeant  Qr.  M.  =  Quarter  Master 

Ord.  =  Ordnance 

Discharged  means  honorably  discharged. 

Retired  means  dropped  from  the  rolls  on  account  of  physical  debility 
from  wounds. 


108 


.3  £d*  tint,  T. 

.*V 


.  ’  J.J’  "fu/'  £ 

)C- 1  *  .7  el  miJ  \a 

.71.  arm  •  yb 

.'.1,2.3 

•  bt:tc7o4  isb.O  .laien*  ;  y8 

,W  2d'. del  2 


.onL  ,Mi<W  101  elavi-r^ 

.  .  yc  i 

.W  ,c  ,  i  *c  I 

.0  .f  £  .  ,Mjfr  ■;  bi  I 
,29^.0  91 1 
.J  ,  niobwc  i  CSI 

.4  »r '  or.  "  S 


j  viilo!  «i;  4bs?u  Bno/ioBiSnoO 

bsiuiqaO 

bf<J0*KC»7f»  *  .oil  «  J 


COMMENTS  ON  THE  PRECEDING  PAGES 


•  The  preceding  pages  (3-108)  have  not  been  rigorously  proofread,  with 
the  exception  of  the  last  four  pages,  which  especially  should  contain  no 
error.  They  were  not  typed  by  myself  and  the  copy  from  which  they  were 
typed  was  one  of  the  three  volumes  my  father  had  published  for  his  two 
brothers  and  himself.  These  pages,  however,  have  been  read  for  continuity 
and,  when  doubt  arose,  comparison  was  made  with  Grandfather's  original 
transcript,  and  corrections  made  where  applicable.  As  to  the  two  pages 
preceding  page  3,  the  first  has  been  deleted  as  it  consisted  of  introduc¬ 
tory  remarks  written  by  Father  concerning  the  three  brothers  which  are  now 
redundant  as  to  the  larger  scope  of  the  material  herein  presented;  the 
second  has  been  given  a  less  prominent  position  (now  page  122).  Omitted 
from  the  DIARY  are  pages  following  the  Roll  of  Company  A;  these  consisted 
of  notes  on  the  weather  during  the  spring  of  1863.  It  is  unfortunate 
that  the  DIARY  is  not  reproduced  here  in  Script,  to  more  closely  conform 
with  the  original. 

I  have  been  unable  to  determine  when  or  where  Governor  Letcher* s 
article  on  Zarvona  was  first  published,  but  it  most  certainly  appeared 
shortly  after  Zarvona' s  death,  perhaps  in  a  Richmond  paper.  I  have  the 
following  letter  written  by  Colonel  French,  aide  to  Governor  Letcher*. 


Mhitby  near  Pic Jwiond  l >a  March  2  7  J£75 


Jam £4  Wm  Thomas  Esq 

Charlotte  Halt,  St  Halt/  Co .  M d 

Vear  Sir 

Me  oh  this  household  toere  deeply  pained  to  learn 
through  the  public  prints  that  Col  Zarvona  had  recently  died  at  your 
house ,  Me  highly  esteemed  your  brother  and  toould  be  greatly  debtor  . 
to  you  h°r  the  particular  oh  his  death ,  Only  a  hew  toeeks  ago  toe  recd 
a  letter  hum  him  in  tohich  he  4 aid  he  had  in  contemplation  a  visit  to 
us,  you  may  realise  then  hoio  much  toe  were  shocked  at  the  announcement 
oh  hi*  death  h°r  which  toe  were  4 o  little  prepared,  Zarvona  had  many 
toarm  h^ie.nds  in  Virginia,  toho  will  long  hold  him  in  h^eth  remembrance. 
Gov  Letcher  toas  deeply  attached  to  him  and  I  knoto  toill  be  deeply 
grieved  tohen  he  hear*  oh  hit  death ,  Me  tender  our  deep  h^lt  4 ympa 
thick  -•toe  knew  him  toeli  —  toe  valued  him  much  S  toere  sincerely 
attached  to  him.  Me  shed  a  tear  over  hit  grave ,  tohere  toe  trust  he 
"rests  hn-om  ^is  labor 4".  Pleat  e  let  ut  hear  h*om  you  --no  particular 4 
hotoever  trivial ,  connected  toith  hit  latt  days,  toill  be  uninteresting 
to  ut . 


\Jery  resp V  &  truly  yourt 
G ,  Sot  sett  French 


The  Governor  probably  received  prompt  word  of  Zarvona' s  death  and  was 
then  inspired  to  write  this  most  complimentary,  factual,  and  beautiful 


109 


. 

97£  rbirfw  nariioid  97  fit  or  t  jj>  1  ny^onoo  loris*  <d  »31 irw  'O0* 

.•  a  it  H  I  a  Uj  tctrhsq  4dffcjb  t'»  ov».  ..  &  "itto  fe 


$>*3  Ww  dT  k&)  AJ^l 

1  4  ,o0  \u\aM  :vd  A3si.gjjvjii:,0 


imjsQ 

fvtox  c3  bstdaq  \i^q3ib  aasw  htaibUiod  Aid*  aw 

*.«$y  la.  amuA&S  icO  ttavAc  aiv-iiiq  i:'b  guo*i& 

.  Aoidib  \>^as*%  id  h^ijorw  bite  Asittuuj  Auoy  btfttaJ&Ai.  \i3>dfcijl  sW  ,iAuod 

■ 

»-.\q«»<»>M0ia  n’v  bad  :  !  ,£4  s  lb  <>  -  -  'is\  r.  AsXXsi  a 

X'sn  <u>  »>'o  *>:  :  Xa  b$  a  :b  aJbv  $m  >bu«i  o»d  usjft  jAitar*  \vam  uoV  .ajj 

i  nr  k>  -id  ;  od  3!  k  ,d  tiui*  a/ A-  :  w  Ahi  mww 

b*  >  mi  aX  b  ibax  i  v  •:  aj*  AsibXiJ  yoO 

..  i  Stt)  la$b  Aji  >i  aid  Si  n$>d«  IsviiAq 

•mid  oX  bi/b&XXa 


. 


obituary.  I  have  copy  of  the  Confederate  Relief  Bazaar  Journal  dated 
Baltimore,  April  20th,  1898  in  which  the  article  appeared;  it  is  cor¬ 
rectly  quoted  in  that  Zarvona  was  "about  twenty-one  years  of  age", 
but  Zarvona  actually  was  in  his  twenty-eighth  year  at  the  time.  I  do 
not  know  the  circumstances  upon  which  the  Governor  and  Zarvona  first  met 
nor  how  they  became  such  intimate  friends,  but  Zarvona' s  previous  ex¬ 
ploits  and  the  prominence  of  his  family  would  have  been  sufficient  for 
his  initial  entree.  I  have  been  unable  to  find  the  source  of  the  lines 
which  the  Governor  uses  to  conclude  the  article  but  the  Governor's 
grandson,  General  Letcher,  writes  me  that  " it  cou&d.  be  ^nom  Gynon  be¬ 
cause  I  believe  he  ivas  a  ^avonite  Oj  the.  Govennon.” . 

I  was  interested  in  that  Governor  Letcher  stated  that  he  felt  Commodore 
Maury  should  be  present  (page  4)  at  his  meeting  with  Zarvona.  Maury, 
at  about  that  time,  was  Superintendent  of  the  United  States  Naval 
Observatory  [where  I,  100  years  later  perform  duties  as  an  astronomer]. 
How  could  he  then  be  available  in  Richmond?  The  famed  astronomer, 

Simon  Newcomb,  in  his  "Reminiscences", 
writes  that  Lt .  Maury  of  the  Naval  Obser¬ 
vatory  "went  about  his  work  with  great 
energy  and  efficiency,  so  that  for  two 
or  three  years,  the  institution  bade 
fair  to  take  a  high  place  in  science. 

Then  he  branched  off  into  what  was, 
from  a  practical  standpoint,  the  vastly 
more  important  work  of  studying  the 
winds  and  currents  of  the  ocean.  .  .  . 
The  new  work  was  so  absorbing  that  he 
seemed  to  have  lost  interest  in  the 
astronomical  side  of  the  establishment 
[and,  when  came  the  war,  he]  resigned 
his  commission  and  cast  his  fortunes 
with  the  Confederacy".  A  certain  bitter¬ 
ness  is  expressed  in  the  terse  explana¬ 
tion  of  Maury's  departure  in  the  Obser¬ 
vatory's  1871  volume  of  "Washington 
Astronomical  Observations";  it  reads: 

"On  the  26th  of  April  1861  Commodore 
Maury  suddenly  left  the  Observatory  and  city  to  join  the  cause  of  the 
so-called  Confederate  States  of  the  South". 

Captain  George  Thomas,  as  is  evident  from  his  addresses  herein  produced, 
was  obviously  an  orator  and  he  was  frequently  called  upon  as  a  speaker. 

I  have  a  postal  card  postmarked  Baltimore,  June  17  1890,  11  AM;  it  is 
addressed  as  follows: 

Captain  Ge.on.ge.  Thomas 
c/o  J.  H,  Thomas,  Jn.. 

#328  W.  Chasil&s  St. 

City 

with  announcement  printed  on  the  reverse  side  of  one  such  lecture, 
possibly  the  same  address  which  is  reproduced  herein  on  page  6.  It 
reads  as  follows: 

Baltimore  June  16th  1890 

On  Thursday  evening  next,  June  19th,  at  eight  o'clock,  CAPT. 

GEORGE  THOMAS  of  Company  A.,  2d  Maryland  Infantry,  C.S.A.,  will  de- 
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liver  a  lecture  on  the  BaUU  o i  Gittuibivig,  in  the  Cyclorama  Buildinc 
corner  of  Mount  Royal  and  Maryland  Avenues.  The  proceeds  of  the  lecture 
will  be  for  the  benefit  of  the  Maryland  Line  Confederate  Soldier's  Home. 
All  who  desire  to  see  this  wonderful  picture  and  to  hear  the  true  story 
great  Battle  should  not  fail  to  attend. 

Board  of  Managers, 

MARYLAND  LINE  C.  S.  HOME 


of  this 


Captain  George's  address  given  at  Gettysburg  was  fully  reproduced  in  the 
newspapers  of  the  day.  From  THE  SUN  (Baltimore)  Supplement  of  20  Novem¬ 
ber  1886  the  following  account  was  given  on  the  Dedication;  omitted  is 
the  address  itself  which  is  given  on  pages  10-16.  The  article  concludes 
with  a  144-line  listing  of  some  400  names  of  those  who  participated  or 
were  excursionists”  at  the  dedication;  I  include  this  "for  the  record" 
and  because  of  the  many  prominent  names  mentioned. 


DEDICATING  THE  .MONUMENT,/ 

Large  Excurilon  to  Gettysburg— Major 
Thomas's  Graphic  Address. 

IReported  for  the  Baltimore  Sun.l 

Twenty-three  years  after  the  dedication  of 
the  National  Cemetery  at  Gettysburg  by  Pres¬ 
ident  Blncoln,  the  first  monument  marking 
the  position  of  a  Confederate  command  on 
the  battlefield  of  Gettysburg  was  dedicated 
yesterday,  a  beautiful  day  for  any  ceremony. 
It  was  erected  by  the  surviving  members  of 
the  Second  Maryland  Regiment  and  their 
friends,  and  the  dedicatory  ceremonies  were 
witne-sed  by  two  thousand  people,  including 
the  me  "  bers  of  the  Second  Regiment,  the 
M*rylaDd  Line,  the  Socleiy  of  the  Army  and 
Navy  of  the  Confederate  States,  the  Murray 
Association,  the  Ladles’ Con  federate  Memo¬ 
rial  Association,  Company  C  First  Maryland 
Cav airy,  the  Fifth  Maryland  Regiment  act¬ 
ing  as  escori,  and  survivors  of  the  First 
Maryland  Infantry,  First  Maryland  Ar- 
tl  lery,  Chesapeake  Artillery,  and  a  large 
number  of  ex-Confederato  soldiers  from 
other  States,  gentlemen  and  ladles  of  Balti¬ 
more,  Frederick  and  Gettysbuig.  The  West¬ 
ern  Maryland  Railroad  ran  a  special  excur¬ 
sion  train  at  8.30  As.  M.to  Gettysburg  in  t  wo  sec¬ 
tions,  the  first  section  being  In  charge  of  Con¬ 
ductor  Win.  John-on  and  the  second  In  charge 
of  Caot.  W.  T.  Cookalev,  who  had  been  In  tbe 
Confederate  service.  Tbe  first  section. consist¬ 
ing  of  ten  cars.was  occupied  by  the  Fifth  Reg¬ 
iment,  Col.  Stewart  Brown  commanding. with 
baud  and  drum  corps,  280  men,  and  In  the  11 
cars  of  tho  second  section  were  the  vari¬ 
ous  associations  and  their  friends.  At  Emory 
Grove  the  last  section  was  divided  and  was 
run  toGettysburg and  b  ckas  two  trains.The 
trip  to  the  battlefield  and  return  whs  made 
with  comfort  and  pleasure  for  all.  On 
the  train  Capt.  Daniel  A.  Fenton  oollected 
over  410  for  the  Injured  firemen.  Arrived  at 
Gettysburg  the  veterans  found  tho  Fifth 
Regiment  in  line  on  Carlisle  street.  When 
they  had  formed  their  columns  tboy  passed 
the  regiment,  which  stood  at  presont  arms, 
and  then  saluted  and  cheered  the  c  mmand 
as  it  passed  them  to  take  the  right  of  line. 

THE  PROCESSION. 

The  march  to  the  battlefield  was  then 
taken  up.  In  tbe  following  order:  The  Fifth 
Regiment,  couriers  Messrs.  Emmett  Brown. 
J.  B.  Brown,  sons  of  Capt.  J.  B.  Browp,  of 
tbe  Third  N.  C.  Infantry,  M.  H.  Herbert,  son 
of  Goo.  Herbert,  and  J.  Duncan  McKlm,  son 
of  Rev.  Dr.  Randolph  H.  McKlm;  Gen. 
George  H.  bteuart  and  staff  officers;  Lieut. 
Randolph  H.  McKlm,  chief  of  staff;  Lieut. 
McHenry  Howard,  Col.  W.  8.  Symington, 
Col.  H.  Kyd  Douglas,  Caot.  Frederick  ;m. 
Colston.  Capt.  Frank  Mario*.  Capt.  John 
Donnell  Smith,  Private  Oeorge  C.  Jenkins,* 
Lieut.  Fielder  O.  Sllngluff,  Private  Gresham 
Hougb,  Capt.  J.  S.  Maury.  Midshipman  John 
T.  Mason,  Capt.  C.  M.  Morris,  Midshipman  J. 
Thomas  Scbarf,  Private  Spenoer  C.  Jones. 
Corporal  Robert  M.  Bliipdoo,  Sergeant 
William  H.  Pope,  ►  PrivAte  George  T. 


Hollyday,  Captain  J<>nn‘  B.  Grown; 
the  Rem  ind  Maryland  Regiment;  First  Mary¬ 
land  rivalry;  a  carriage  containing  Captain 
George  Thomas,  tbe  orator  of  tbe  day;  Mr. 
Rldgtdy  Howard  and  friends;  tbe  Maryland 
Line,  Society  of  tbe  Army  and  Navy,  and 
other  organizations.  Nearly  one  thousand 
persons  were  In  line.  Tho  veterans  marcbed 
tp  the  muslo  of  Latch  ford’s  Drum  Corps, 
composed  of  sons  of  Federal  veterans,  tho 
drum-major,  Aquilla  Jackson,  having  been  a 
Federal  soldier. 

THE  FLAGS  BORN* 

In  the  Maryland  Line  were  carried  by  Messia. 
John  W.  Chapman  and  T.  W.  Carey— the  two 
battle-flags  of  the  Second  Regiment,  one 
presented  by  the  ladles  of  Baltimore,  and 
the  other  by  the  ladies  of  Frederick.  The 
Frederick  flag,  borne  at  the  head  of  the  line, 
is  of  blue  silk,  with  tbe  State  arms  on  one 
sldo,  aud  on  the  ot  >er  tbe  Inscription, ‘‘Pre¬ 
sented  to  the  Frederick  Voiunteare  by  the 
friends  of  Southern  rights.”  This  company 
was  raised  by  Capt.  Bradley  T.  Johnson,  and 
was  the  first  body  of  tmop9  that  Joined  tbe 
Confederate  army  in  Virginia.  The  Balti¬ 
more  flag,  known  a9  tbe  bucktail  flag,  also  of 
blue  silk,  with  the  State  seal  and  the  Inscrip¬ 
tion,  “First  Regiment.  Maryland  Line”  upon 
it,  was  brought  from  Baltimore  bv  Miss  Hetty 
Cary  Just  before  the  battle  of  Manassas,  and 
tho  two  colors  on  one  staff  were  carried 
through  the  battle.  Tbe  flags  were  also  In  the 
ba  ties  of  Front  Royal.  Winchester,  Bolllvar 
Heights,  Harrisonburg,  Cro98  Keys,  Port  Re¬ 
public,  Cold  Harbor.  Chickabominle,  Malvern 
Hill  and  the  seven  days  around  Richmond. 
At  the  battle  of  Harrisonburg,  where  Ashby 
was  killed,  five  men  wero  shot  under  the 
colors. 

The  route  of  the  prooession  was  out  Car¬ 
lisle  street  to  Baltimore  street,  across  Ceme¬ 
tery  Hill,  then  by  a  road  to  the  left  to  Culp’s 
Hill,  where  stands  the  monument,  one  of  the 
most  handsome  ones  on  the  field.  It  was  de¬ 
scribed  in  The  Sun  of  yesterday.  The  Fifth 
Regiment  passed  at  carry  arms  the  National 
Cemetery,  where  the  flag  was  at  half-mast  in 
respect  to  the  memory  of  ex-Piesldent  Ar¬ 
thur.  . 

THE  SCENE  AROUND  THE  MONUMENT. 

As  the  procession  marched  over  tuo  baitle- 
fleld  one  could  obtain  some  little  Idea  of  tbe 
desperate  flghtlog  which  occurred  there 
when  be  viewed  the  sto  es  and  monument* 
In  oloso  proximity  marking  the  positions  of 
the  opposing  bodies,  and  the  rugged.nature  of 
tho  country,  broken  by  woods  and  huge  ribs 
of  rock  projecting  several  feet  above  ground. 
The  monument  has  one  of  these  ribs  fora 
base.  At  the  monument,  upon  which  was 
placed  a  floral  anchor  by  a  lady  whose  son 
»  as  a  member  of  tho  Second  Maryland,  the 
scene  was  striking.  The  Fifth  Regiment 
stood  at  parade  rest;  tbe  veterans  gathered 
about  tbe  monument  or  strolled  about  the 
field,  pointing  out  the  sputa  where  they  were 
wounded,  where  the  gallant  Murray  and 
other  members  of  their  oommand  were 
killed,  or  narrating  the  Incidents  of  tho  three 
days’  tight.  Lunoheon  parties  were  scattered 
about  among  tbe  trees,  trlvlofr'an  animated 


appearanoe  to  the  bare  N . > vember  landsoajloT’ 
The  battle  of  Gettysburg  was  one  of  tbe  two 
fights  In  which  Maryland  troope  were  pitted 
against  eaoh  other.  Among  those  present 
yosterday  were  Messrs.  Joseph  H.  White  and 
W.  ’J\  Ehlen,  of  Talbot  oounty,  who  were 
members  of  Pennsylvania  regiments  opposed 
to  the  Confederate  forces  In  that  tattle. 

THE  MONUMRNT  DEJMCATKD. 

Gen.  Stouart  and  staff  were  greeted  toy 
Messrs.  John  M.  Krautb,  John  8.  fcoblok^Dr. 
Charles  Horner,  W.  D.  Holtz  worth  andUB. 
C.  H,  Ouehl&r,  of  the  Gettysburg  Memorial 
Association,  and  wtfnXiea.  Bceugrt  presiaihil 
tbe  oeremonles  were  begun  by  Rev.  Dr.  RyW 
dolph  H.  McKlm, late  of  Holv  Trinity  Charon, 
New  York,  and  now  of  Trinity  Church,  New 
Orleans,  and  the  sole  surviving  member  of 
the  Personal  staff  of  Gen.  Steuart  at  the 
battle  of  Gettysburg.  He  prayed  that  the 
liberty  for  which  the  South  had  fought  and 
the  Union  for  which  the  North  had  oon  tended 
might  never  be  broken  asunder.  Capt.  Geo. 
Thomas  thea  delivered  the  dedlostory  ad¬ 
dress,  which  occupied  three-quarters  of  an 
hour,  and  was  heard  Attentively.  At  its 
conclusion  Mr.  John  M.  Krauih  acoepted 
the  monumont,  and  said  that  the  asso¬ 
ciation  would  deem  it  a  -  privilege 
and  a  duty  to  guard  tbe  monument 
to  the  gallantry  and  oourage  of  the 
men  of  whom  It  was  a  memorial.  Tkg 
audlonoe  was  then  dismissed  with  the  bene¬ 
diction.  During  the  services  the  Fifth  Regi¬ 
ment  Band,  undpr  Adam  Itzel,  plsyed  two 
dirges,  and  It  was  noticeable  that  during  tne 
whole  day  no  national  or  Southern  airs  were 
played.  Everybody  returned  to  Gettysburg 
at  the  conclusion  of  the  exerolses,  took  din¬ 
ner,  and,  until  train  time,  enjoyed  tne  pranks 
of  some  of  tho  members  of  the  Fifth  Regi- 
!  ment,  who,  headed  by  Latchford’s  Drum 
Corps,  marched  about  tbe  town  In  high  glee, 
and  board  a  brief  speech  made  by  General 
Steuart  from  the  platform  of  ooe  of  the  cars. 

Gen.  Bradley  T.  Johnson  was  detained  In 
Buklmore  by  oourt  business,  but  met  tbe  ex - 
!  curaionlsts  on  their  return  at  Emory  Grove. 

Upon  the  return  of  the  excursion  to  the  oity 
i  at  8.20  P.  M.  the  Fifth  Re.lment  escorted  the 
organizations  to  their  hall,  on  Mulberry  and 
|  Cathedral  streets. 

Address  of  Capt.  Thomas. 

Capt.  George  Thomas,  of  dt.  Mary’s  oounty, 
acting  adjutant  of  the  Second  Maryland  Reg 
iment  in  the  battle  of  Gettysburg,  who  was 
I  badly  wounded  in  the  charge  on  the  works, 

;  July  2,  delivered  the  addrsss.  Capt.  Thomas 
l  said:  “This  Is  indeed  a  beautiful  ooUntry,  stn- 
j  gularly  favored  by  pat ure,  wonderfully  1m- 
,  proved  by  the  hand  of  mao.  Its  natural 
beauties  and  attractions,  its  evidences  of 
thrift  and  well-being  are  well  calculated  to 
r  arrest  the  attention  of  even  the  least  observ¬ 
ant.  Peace  and  happiness,  quietude  and  con- 
1  tentment  would  seem  to  have  found  here 
their  most  congenial  home.  But  yet  more 
beautiful  and  yet  more  attractive  are  the  oc¬ 
casion,  the  prompting  and  tbe  ciroumstances 
that  mark  our  assemblage  of  today.  Toons 
taking  In  at  a  glance  this  splendid  panorama 
•  of  hill  and  pialu,  of  mountain  side  and  vale. 
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Those  Who  Participated.  . 

The  foil. 'wing  memi'ors  of  the  Sccordl 
Maryland  Regiment  were  present:  Field  ard 
staff  officers.  Major  W.  W.  Goidshorough; 

Surgeon  Do  Wilton  Snowden. 

Company  A— Copt.  Goorge  Thomas',  Lioui.-d  John  '  Urine-ham,  ~j’.  Newport  Pot“u,'*T}r! 

Clapham  Murray,  Lieut.  Wm.  P.  ZoUingo*.  "  .  -  -  — 

Sergeants  .James  T.  Plorson,  James  H.- 


jers,  Mrs.  W.  H.  Williams,  Mrs.  E.  B.  Tuoker, 
'  Mi**  M.  Blngloy,  M ra.  Lacuar  Hollyday,  Philip 
Roger*.  A.  M.  Emory,  Charles  S.  Payes, 
Dr.  Monmonlor,  Dr,  C.  G.  W.  Maeglll, 
Samuel  J.  Hough,  A.  H.  Robertson, 


Gnus.  M.  Morflt,  Mai.  Riohard  T.  Allison, 
_  ,,  .  ...  Christopher  Uillop,  w.  H.  Fitzgerald.  B.  B. 

Thomas.  E.  D.  Dorsey,  Corporal  Somervll  .  J  Taylor,  Rmaold  Brous-saau  of  New  Orleans 
Boilers  Prtrates  D.  R.  Howard,  r.  D.  H.rri-^jwm.  B.  Tompletoo,  Herbert  Osburn,  John 


son,  W.  H.  Harrison,  Fred.  Hersler,  Henry 
Hollyday,  Lamar  Hollydav,  W.  E.  Lnwtj 


Wot- M.  Maynadler,  R.  M.  Dawson,  N.  8.  M." 


the  Joint  heritage  of  the  North  and  of  the  !  Wh»rion,  J.  T.  M.  Barnes,  -  .  . 

South,  and  uf  riuht  to  be  tran~iDitieil  Jn  all  its  w.  T.  Wilson,  designer  of  ttap  monu-  I)ttv id  M, 

fullness  to  tbe  ages  vet  to  come.”  rnent,  1  horaai  H llleo,  James  Keenan  and 

<,wife,  Mrs.  W.  P.  Zollinger.  Mrs.  W.  M.  Pow- 


G.  W.  MoAtee,  C.  A.  McAtee,  Geo.  M.  Bokee. 
C.  A.  Yates.  K.  W.  W.  Taylor.  Dr.  J.  H., 
Grimes,  Dr.  H.  S.  Bowen,  James  H.  K rawer.  | 
Philip  Watts,  C.  J.  Meahan,  A.  M.  Pleroa.  Col. 
W  m.  .Norris,  chief  of  signal  oorps,  O.  &.  A., 
Rev.  Jfe.  F.  Ball,  PblllD  Walsh,  jT  J.  Waist 
Michatf  McMahon,  J.  F.  Rowe,  Joseph  Mar-, 
shall,  of  Mississippi,  Jan.  M.  Lowe,  G.  K. 
Hau  laway,  Talbot  oounty,  G.  W,  Boiph,i 
Geofge  K.  Gaither,  Oi  L.  Rhodes,  F->  A.J 
Stewart,  Wintield  Peters,  Chas.  F.  H^fbsrt, 

_  _  H.  H.  Quy on,  T.  L.  Griffith.  J.  W.Ciarka,  U.i 

H.  Alexander,  Stirling  Murray,  A.  M.  Chi-  ‘  B.  Taylor,  W.  R.  Byrd,  George  Zlrfcler,  L. 


i  Chester.  Wm.  N.  Wise,  P.  S.  Shroff,  T.  W..|LeCa'o,  G.  H.  LeC&to,  J.  Wesley  Elliott,  J, 


L.  Lowe,  Alex.  Min  ray,  A.  McKavitL  John  Edwards.  J.  L.  Norri«,  Loudoun  couuty,  Hubbard.  J.  M.  Keealer,  H.  M.  Gsrtai, 
Marney  Thos.  O  Bnen,  W.  T.  Thelin,  Vu.;  W.  D.  Maeglll,  Virginia:  Stato  8'  u-  ,  E.  Cohb,  D.  A.  Boone,  Charles  F.  Ellen* 
Andrew  C.  Trlppe.  lator  Sbriver,  Carroll  county;  N.  E.  Foard,  I.  RbUat.  Wm.  Duonett,  •  JohnTif.’T* 

Company  D— Sergeant  N.  Lee  Golds-  Mrs.  J.  8.  Barnes.  Mrs.  Charles  Bamo?,  Anne  Arundel  oounty,  Bdwsr&tM^ 
borough  Privates  W.  B.  Owens,  Sydney  [Mrs.  Alice  Waylor,  Mrs.  Bopbla  Damast,  M1m  John  O.  Turner,  Thomas  H.  Perrtft, 
Green,  W.  B.  McA'ee,  John  Davis,  C.  C.  I  Damast,  Miss  Minnie  Connolly,  Mrs.  G.  E.  ~  '  - 

Leboh,  T.  L.  Griffith,  G.  W.  Jones,  H.  D.  |  Probest,  Mias  Stcuart,  Miss  Pittloos,  J.  Q.  A 
Webb.  Bam uel  McCullough.  Sands.  Dr.  J.  A-  Smith,  Campbell  Q-ioekar,  jl.*  "■ 

Company  L-Cautaln  John  W.  Tor*oh,  !  William  Davis,  B.  F.  Brown,  Albert  jfX'n.  ^:Tt>oma«P,  MoCc*  mWi 
Privates  H.  H.  Radecke.J.  L.  Aubrey,  Edw.  |  Brown,  Adolph  Ferhatb,  Peter  Brocke, !  Koy,  Ojtistlan  Bchall,  Jobp  Culling, 

Solomou  Glbbath.  William  Shiploy,  Fran-  "  ~  ~ 


George’s  oounty,  Geo.  W.;  Wnbbi, 
Biheriage,  Jr„  R.  W.  Webb,  J.tT-6 
A.  1  8mi|>  \V.  H.  Rogers,  J  W/Jenkt 


olas,  Henry  Epplesbelmer,  New  York,  W.  L» 
Caver,  I*.  Jaokson,  Edw.  Nellsoo,  Tbeo 
Lips,  Jr.,  A.  O.  Allmand,  J.  R.  F 
Schsrf,  T.  Duvaii,  Prlneo  George 
L.  W.  Nellson,  R.  W.  Maoubbtn, 

Duvall,  IMnce  George's  county,  J.  8.  Larues, 
W.  T.  Thom nson,  Rudolph  Colbgft,  Cbarl&r 
W.  Small,  I.  8.  (J.,  H.  Keys.  T.  J.  Jtooney,  G.- 
A.  Shower,  John  A.  Water,  J.  A-  Krlchton, 
Harry  Msrstoo,  J.  K.  CoIHokB.  8.  Bert,  C. 


Sheehan,  . u  _  _ 

Companv  F-Prlvates  August  Obenderfer,  I  cJa  JohnsonT'a.  H.  Whalen,  John  Olu- 
A.  Aygnod,  Henry  Atzrodt.  menbauer,  Edward  Mc8herry,  Capt.  Hell-* 

O'tDDSDv  G — Senrean'  Daniel  A.  Fenton,  ,  shew,  of  Frederick,  CUarloa  Leutbeoher  and 
Privates  James  Davis.  J.  H.  Duvall,  Henry  wife,  .’amoa  R.  Wheeler,  B.  B.  Taylor.  W.  R. 

Bowen,  Georre  Langford.  Howard,  G.  W.  Noland.  Col.  Wllsnu  N.  NJoh- 

Of  company  C,  First  Maryland  Cavalry,  -  _ 

were  present  Col.  tt.  Carter  Smith.  Lieut. 

Cnarles  Kottlewell,  Orderly  Sergeant  It.  M. 

Chambers:  Hugh  McWilliams.  Herman  Hel- 
mlller,  Richard  Howard,  D.tvid  Foley,  Henry 
Wusieo.J.  P.  Brims,  Jesse  Perkins,  Goorge 
Ltndsar,  Jacob  F.  Cook,  R.  G.  Thomas,  A.  J. 

Palmer.  George  Bvers,  G.  M.  Webber,  John 

Rllry,  George  C.  Jenkins,  J.  C.  Groaham,  Ja»-.  ... _ 

MoRae.  A  IfertTalbact,  U.  «.  HurU,  G,  Vf,  Murry  Mar 

Lurman,  a,  ,  '  ■  J.  Stewart,  iL  T.  Abderaon,  J>Ot*Mrjt 

Among  Jhe  wefts' ,  A£i«S*t«r  {Frank  Ddraey,  Daniel  Bhvnl<u\t^  *.LQuik^i  S),  S-V 


Henry  A., Wise, 
T%lbotoer»'d,yv 


d.L  Moog,  Garrett  Stack,  Cbarlea 


line  Hr*  Vu  borne,  Philip  Whaieo,  wTr,  Mlo or, 


Weeka,  T.  J.  Ttinman,  0.  Doc 
Kersfcaar,  Jas.  F.  Pearson,  J. 

Alex.  Wagner,  B.  8.  Judge,  Mat 
John  R.  W ells,  W.  H.  Rubey.  W 
G.  W-.LBooth,  W.  F-  Edwards,  "W*  w- 
R.  fL'thew.  Tko«.  Oarr,  Wm.  Bwarett, 

Btreett.  A.  Challlou,  G.  W.  ftt  ylttf, 

_ _ „__urkea,  J.  F.  Clark,  H.  MoWUBamk, 

Hall,  W.  Jf5;pbsx  i^Kabler,  Geo.  8.  Herron,  W.  PjNpw*, 
e’s  oountyjl' cooler,  A*-  Flood,  Tims.  W.  Morse, 

!.  Jr.,  Evadsf'l^bHA  Rlohmond,  Va.,  Baward  Vletoer, 
iPhll^JCMU  J.  a  Snowden.  J.  W.  SnowOan, 
J,  M,  DeGoey,  George  Young,  R.  J,  Padgett, 
«.  T.  Hamilton/ M.  F.  Murray,  Tboa,  Jones. 
JTJon.  Parsons,  Fred.  Klrsch,  G.  A.  tjHotburkt, 
Martin  Cook.  W.  B.  Owinga,  Authuf  Beitjgd- 


The  following  notice  from  the  13  April  1861  Washington  National 
lntzlligznce.fi  (daily  paper)  caught  my  eye.  Surely  this  must  be  the 
comet  mentioned  by  Grandfather  in  the  Diary  under  entry  of  1861  July 
2!  (see  page  20),  Also,  linear  extrapolation  from  the  motion  given 


A  IfEW  COMET. 

Observatory,  WAtmuorow,  April  u,  19^ 

8ir  :  I  hive  tbe  honor  to  report  the  observation!  m»de 
last  night  by  Mr.  Fergu*on  through  the  large  equitoritl 
on  a  new  oomet. 

Cornel,  1861.  III. 

Right  Aicension.  North  declet^ou 

April  10.  10b  10m  20.6*  17h7m  57  0i  60O26'l4  6/- 

The  comet  ii  circular,  two  minutea  in  diameter,  with¬ 
out  any  tail ;  conden«ed  at  the  centre,  with  oome  trace  ot 
s  nocleua.  It*  daily  motion  ii  6m  12i  retrograde  iQ 
aacentioD,  and  N.  46'  io  declination. 

Thii  comet  was  diacovered  at  Mr.  Rutberford'i  0b«er- 
vntory,  in  New  York,  April  4th,  by  Mr.  A.  E.  Thatcher, 
who  reported  it  to  this  Obaorvstory  by  letter  of  April  9th 
Reapectfully,  dtc. 

M.  F.  MAURY,  Superintendent. 

Hon.  Gideom  Welles,  Secretary  of  the  Navy 
% 

verified  the  probability  that  this  comet,  as 
announced  by  Maury,  could  have  appeared  in  the 
sky  as  described  by  Grandfather.  Such  extrapo¬ 
lation,  however,  is  not  reliable  because  a 
comet's  motion  is  quite  variable,  it  greatly 
increasing  in  velocity  as  it  approaches  peri¬ 
helion.  Further  investigation  reveals  that 
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the  comet  in  Maury's  announcement  was  Comet  1861  I;  by  the  end  of  June 
this  object  was  too  faint  to  have  been  observed  without  telescopic  aid  . 
The  comet  that  Grandfather  reported  was  1861  II,  the  "Great  Comet  of 
1861";  this  comet  evidently  was  a  very  bright  object  at  the  end  of 
June  and  beginning  of  July,  with  a  head  of  magnitude  0  or  +1  and  a  tail 
at  least  100°  long.  I  have  sketched  the  comet  (preceding  page)  from  a 
drawing  made  by  an  observer  on  the  same  night  of  July  2;  the  Big  Dipper 
is  shown  to  the  left,  and  the  tail  most  likely  extended  as  far  as  Vega. 
Comet  1861  III  did  not  appear  until  December  of  that  year,  and  Maury's 
designation  is  an  unexplained  error.  [I  am  indebted  to  Elizabeth 
Roemer,  an  authority  on  comets  and  a  most  attractive  astronomer,  for 
verification  of  the  comments  here  made.] 

Entry  of  February  20  pages  27-28:  the  "N.N."  is  Nannie  Nelson;  see 
entries  of  March  3  and  10.  See  also  letter  of  Zarvona  written  at  Fort 
McHenry,  reproduced  in  section  "Zarvona". 

Grandfather  mentions  Zarvona  in  the  Diary  in  entries  of  May  2  -  May  7, 
page  47,  and  notes  23  and  24,  pages  96-97.  He  mentions  his  brother 
George  frequently,  as  on  top  of  page  21  where  big  brother  helps  out 
little  brother;  being  in  the  same  company  they  were  obviously  of  com¬ 
fort  to  each  other  despite  the  great  difference  in  rank. 

The  "sutler"  is  mentioned  several  times,  as  on  pages  74  and  102;  he 
was  a  rugged  individual,  the  Civil  War  equivalent  of  today's  "PX"  or 
post  exchange.  "This  man  was  a  civilian  merchant  whose  job  it  was  to 
supply  the  soldier  with  articles  not  furnished  in  Army  rations.  From 
various  accounts  we  learn  that  these  might  include  soap,  tobacco, 
trinkets,  polishes,  ink  and  writing  paper,  fresh  and  canned  fruits, 
candy,  cakes,  bacon,  cheese,  and  butter.  To  prevent  profiteering, 
the  Army  set  the  selling  price  of  all  articles.  In  return  the  Army 
helped  the  sutler  to  acquire  supplies  and  protected  his  shipments. 

The  most  valuable  aid  provided  by  the  military,  however,  was  the  neat 
system  of  payroll  deductions  which  insured  payment  of  the  soldier's 
debts  on  payday.  Due  to  the  countrywide  shortage  of  small  coins  at 
this  time,  the  more  efficient  sutlers  issued  tokens  made  of  metal  or 
paper  in  denominations  from  2$  to  $2.  These  tokens  were  readily 


Sutler  Token  or  Script 


accepted  by  everyone  and  formed  an  excellent  medium  of  exchange.  With 
a  supply  of  tokens,  the  soldier  could  spread  his  purchases  over  a 
month's  time,  which  also  helped  the  sutler.  The  metal  tokens  were 
manufactured  in  Cincinnati,  Chicago,  and  Baltimore  in  many  metals.  We 
find  them  today  in  brass,  copper,  bronze,  nickel,  white  metal,  German 
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silver,  and  lead.  They  are  generally  very  plain  in  design,  carrying 
only  the  sutler's  name,  denomination,  and  the  regiment  designation. 
The  reverse  is  usually  blank.  The  script  shows  some  artistic  effort. 
Many  were  beautifully  designed  and  printed  on  excellent  paper.  The 
piece  illustrated  was  lithographed  in  Baltimore  by  J.  R.  Bostwick, 
sutler  to  Scott's  900th  United  States  Calvary".  [Quoted  from  Brent 
U.  Hughes,  the  Washington  Star.] 

In  commenting  on  several  social  gatherings  during  Grandfather's  war¬ 
time  maneuvers,  he  goes  into  detail  to  the  extent  of  giving  the  names 
of  songs  sung  as  well  as  the  quality  of  the  voices  of  the  ladies  pre¬ 
sent.  I  judge  that  he  liked  to  sing  and  probably,  in  later  years,  he 
was  accompanied  by  his  wife  at  the  piano.  Grandmother  lived  with  us 
at  1605  Bolton  Street  in  Baltimore  until  her  death  in  1924  (having 
been  struck  by  a  street  car  in  December  of  that  year)  and  even  at  the 
age  of  82  she  enjoyed  playing  the  piano. 

-  -  -  o  -  -  - 


Most  of  the  original  diary  was  written  in  small  note  books;  other 
parts  were  written  on  note  paper.  On  the  next  page  is  reproduced 
(to  scale)  such  a  page,  one  of  four  numbered  114,  115,  116,  117,  writ¬ 
ten  on  both  sides  of  a  single  folded  sheet.  Reading  this  sheet  is 
difficult  (as  also  is  the  original)  because  of  stains  and  other  dis¬ 
coloration,  and  due  to  it  having  been  written  in  pencil.  This  page 
115  of  the  original  diary  may  be  compared  with  the  diary  as  typed, 
pages  70-71,  starting  August  23  with  the  words  "us  little  news  .  .  ." 
and  ending  August  25  with  the  words  "...  Met  several  of  our  ac¬ 
quaintances  and  fellow". 

On  the  next  following  page  is  reproduced  (reduced  scale)  a  page  from 
the  transcript,  which  partially  overlaps  the  entries  described  above. 
This  page  114  of  the  transcript  may  be  compared  with  page  71  of  the 
diary  as  typed,  starting  August  23  with  the  words  "the  reverse  en¬ 
acted  .  .  ."  and  ending  August  24  with  the  words  "...  enjoyed  it 
very  much,  being  decidedly". 

[It  is  mere  coincidence  that  this  page  and  the  reproduction  pages 
that  follow,  the  selected  page  from  the  original  diary,  and  the  se¬ 
lected  page  of  the  transcript  all  have  similar  page  numbers.] 
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THE  THOMAS  BROTHERS  AFTER  THE  WAR 


The  Thomas  family  of  Southern  Maryland  at  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  War 
has  been  described  as  wealthy.  Rut  the  three  brothers  encountered  fi¬ 
nancial  difficulties  after  the  war,  as  was  so  often  common  in  the  South. 
The  yankees  had  "occupied"  Mattapany  and  had  carried  off  with  them 
everything  that  was  moveable--farm  animals,  equipment,  produce--even  the 
contents  of  the  mansion  itself.  Some  items  as  large  as  the  piano  were 
not  removed,  but  the  metal  components  of  the  piano  were  carried  away! 

After  the  war  Grandfather  worked  as  a  civil  engineer  in  laying  the  trans¬ 
continental  railway.  He  married  in  1871.  He  left  Lakeland  (his  area  of 
Mattapany  down-river  from  the  mansion)  in  about  1883  and  moved  to  Balti¬ 
more.  He  later  acquired  the  farmland  known  as  Woodbury,  on  Indian  Creek 
between  Charlotte  Hall  and  Benedict,  which  property  now  is  owned  by  his 
grandson  and  namesake.  Grandfather  died  in  1901,  having  been  dragged  by 
a  horse  while  farming.  He  is  buried  at  All  Faith  Church,  Charlotte  Hall. 

Captain  George  meanwhile  was  at  Mattapany  mansion,  farming  and  educating 
his  large  family.  The  brothers  had  inherited  the  estate  from  their 
mother  who  died  in  1871  and  the  part  containing  the  mansion  was  left  to 
Zarvona--however,  shortly  thereafter,  a  re-division  of  the  property  was 
made.  Captain  George  conducted  a  school  in  the  parlor  at  Mattapany, 
teaching  the  three  r's,  history,  geography,  physics,  biology,  English, 
mathematics  through  trigonometry,  Latin  through  Tacitus,  French,  Greek, 
and  especially  emphasizing  spelling.  He  had  no  assistants  and,  in  addi¬ 
tion  to  his  own  children,  there  were  one  or  two  living  with  the  family 
as  one  of  them,  besides  three  or  four  day  scholars.  Known  as  a  discipli¬ 
narian,  some  of  his  old  friends  would  beg  him  to  take  their  sons  who  were 
beyond  their  control;  he  would  try  hard  and  failed  only  once,  when  he  had 
to  send  the  boy  back  to  his  father.  Captain  George  Thomas  is  buried  at 
Trinity  Church,  St.  Mary's  City. 

Zarvona's  activities  are  not  too  well  known  after  his  release  from  Fort 
Lafayette  and  his  return  to  Richmond  in  1863.  He  left  the  country  and 
was  involved  in  further  exploits  abroad.  He  returned  to  St.  Mary's  in 
1870  and  then  again  left  the  country.  In  1872  we  find  him  back  in  Balti¬ 
more  and  St.  Mary's.  Zarvona  died  in  1875  at  Grandfather's  home  and  was 
buried  at  "  Deep  Falls".  The  immediate  circumstances  of  his  death  are 
not  known,  but  we  may  assume  from  French' s  .letter  (page  109)  that  death 
came  "unexpectedly"--however  he  had  been  in  ill  health  since  his  prison 
days.  A  special  section  in  the  final  pages  of  this  book  reveals  further 
light  on  this  amazing  man. 


•  •  •  O  •  •  • 

At  the  time  of  this  writing  (spring  1962)  all  of  the  male  issue  of 
Captain  George  and  Grandfather  have  died,  and  Aunt  Lou  passed  away  in 
1952.  As  of  three  years  ago,  however,  all  the  Thomas  wives  were  alive; 
within  this  time  my  mother  and  my  Aunt  Ellie  (Uncle  Carroll's  widow) 
have  passed  away.  Cousin  Kitty  (Browse)  is  the  sole  Mattapany  Thomas 
in  her  generation  left — but  she  is  very  much  alive  and  is  now  as  delight 
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ful  and  as  attractive  as  ever.  .  It  was  natural  that  I  should  turn  to  her 
for  first-hand  information  on  Mattapany  and  the  Thomas  brothers.  Her  re¬ 
sponse  somehow  reveals  her  own  character  as  well  as  those  she  describes. 
She  is  quoted  below  from  several  letters  she  has  sent  me.  When  she 
writes  of  "Aunt  Lou",  she,  of  course,  is  referring  to  her  sister,  my 
cousin,  called  "Aunt  Lou"  by  the  younger  members  of  the  family,  "Loulie" 
by  others.  Her  comments  have  been  slightly  rearranged  for  purpose  of 
continuity,  but  all  the  words  are  hers. 

M arch  1961, 


Dear  Armstrong, 


VouA  letter  is  very  interesting  and  Calvert  and  I  think 
your  effort  well  worthwhile  and  only  with  I  could  give  you  s  me  definite 
information. 

Everything  in  the  house  at  Mattrpany  was  left  to  Aunt  Lou  and  to  me 
04  long  04  we  were  not  married,  One  year  after  Mother’ -4  death ,  I  mar¬ 
ried  Vr,  Broun e,  1910,  Everything  then  went  to  Aunt  Lou ,  so  that  6 he 
was  in  possession  of  alt  papers ,  letters,  etc,  I  have  not  a  single 
paper  or  record  of  the  family.  Aunt  Marie  had  a  lot  of  letters  after 
Aunt  Lou’s  death — if  any  one  can  help  you,  she  probably  can, 

[Note:  "Aunt"  Marie  is  Cousin  Kitty's  sister-in-law.  Cousin  Marie's 
daughter,  Hilda,  has  had  these  papers  photo-copied,  has  lo^nfc}  them  to 
me,  and  has  given  the  originals  to  the  Maryland  Historical  Society;  they 
consist  of  Sewall  patents,  wills,  etc.,  two  of  wh|ch  papers  are  reproduced 
on  pages  168  and  169.] 

My  memory  is  very  dear  as  far  as  Mattapany  Is  concerned.  But  I 

was  not  bom  tilt  five  years  after  Col,  larvona’s  death,  When  I  was 

old  enough  to  appreciate  family  lore.  Father  would  tell  us  how  brilliant 
and  adventuresome  Col,  larvona  was,  tfg  was  supposed  to  have  been  much 
in  love  with  a  French  girl,  who  died,  much  to  his  distress,  and  he  took 
her  name  of  larvona.  He  Wty  a  dashing,  handsome  man  and  one  of  his  ex¬ 
ploits  was  to  disguise  himself  as  a  woman  when  he  found  Federal 
officers  on  his  trail,  ,,,  He  was  the  oldest  of  the  three  brothers 
and  quite  evidently  his  Mother’s  favorite,  for  she  left  him  the  House, 
’’Mattapany” ,  and  surrounding  lands,  though  my  Father  was  living  there 

at  the  time,  with  a  wife  and  three  children,  and  she  was  living  with 

him.  Her  husband,  my  Grandfather,  Richard  Thomas  died  at  the  age  of 
34  [52?]  and  left  Mattapany  to  her. 

The  rest  of  the  land  was  left  to  my  father  and  your  grandfather  [my 
Uncle  Jimmy),  My  father  borrowed  money  from  a  Loan  Co,  in  Baltimore  and 
bought  the  house  and  home  grounds  from  Col,  larvona  and  spent  the  rest 
of  his  Life  paying  for  it. 

Uncle  Jimmy  built  a  hone  on  a  beautiful  location  on  a  creek  and  farmed 
for  a  few  years,  I  remember  their  home  as  most  delightful  to  visit. 

His  daughter,  Lena,  was  about  my  age,  and  many  were  the  lovely  times  we 
had.  He  later  moved  to  Baltimore,  where  I  again  visited  them  many  times, 
Lena  was  the  joy  and  light  of  the  household  and,  when  1  was  with  Uncle 
Jimmy  and  Aunt  Fannie,  they  would  so  often  mention  her,  I  think  J  re¬ 
minded  them  of  her.  But  they  very  seldom  mentioned  larvona.  Could  it 
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be  that  foe  was  born  in  76  and  d .  ^.n  79,  o&no4£  a  babt/,  whom  Lena  never 
solo?  Little  Lena  died  a hen  I  was  only  nine  years  old ,  but  T  ae/newbe^ 
bea;  4 be  bad  £ong  curls,  was  bright  and  vivacious,  and  hen  olden  brothers 
teased  us  both  unmercifully.  Carroll  was  the  one  who  usually  came  to  oun 
rescue  when  the  going  got  too  rough .  We  ased  to  nanp  all  oven  the  house. 

Cousin  Jinm y  was  a  gentle,  good  man  who  neven  antagonized  anyone.  He  was 
neither  a  brunette  non  a  blond,  but  had  bnown  hain  and  hazel  eyes  and, 
while  not  handsome,  was  goodlooking  and  always  a  Southenn  Gentleman.  I n 
his  laten  yeans  he  was  p analyzed  and  he  and  his  wife  [Aunt  Fannie]  went 
down  to  St.  Many's  Co.  and  stayed  in  a  home  one  of  thetn  owned.  It  was 
about  35  niles  from  Mattapany,  which  in  those  honse  and  buggy  days  was 
pnetty  f an  o ff.  I  stayed  with  them  a  good  deal,  they  wene  both  so  help¬ 
less,  and  he  was  always  so  gentle  and  considerate  of  me  and  Aunt  Fannie, 
in  spite  o f  his  own  suffering,  which  he  nanely  mentioned . 

My  fathen,  Geonge  Thomas,  was  a  dis ciplinanian .  He  taught  his  seven 
sons  and  two  daughters,  and  pnepaned  fon  College  those  of  us  who  wanted  a 
caneen.  He  was  a  just  nan  who  neven  demanded  mone  of  us  than  we  wene 
capable  of,  but  he  expected  and  neceived  obedience  from  us  all. 

He,  like  youn  grandfather,  did  not  make  a  show  o f  his  neligion,  but 
was  a  true  Chnistian  and  always  had  monning  and  evening  pnayens  f on  the 
family  and  guests.  He  had  the  counage  of  his  convictions,  and  one  eve¬ 
ning  when  Candinal  Gibbons  [Roman  Catholic)  was  visiting  the  Roman  Cath¬ 
olic  Chunch  neon  us,  he  came  and  had  suppen  with  us.  When  the  meal  was 
oven,  as  was  his  custom,  Fathen  asked  one  o f  the  childnen  to  bning  him 
his  Bible  and  Pnayen  Book,  tunned  to  the  Candinal  and  said,  "Candinal, 
we  always  have  evening  Pnayens  and  would  be  glad  to  have  you  join  us . 

If  you  prefer  not  to,  you  one  at  libenty  to  netunn  to  the  panlon  whene 
we  will  join  you  laten".  The  Candinal  smiled  and  he  and  his  Pniest 
netined  to  the  panlon,  while  we  had  oun  evening  pnayens.  I  tell  this 
only  to  indicate  how  he  neven  compnomised  with  pninciple.  One  of  his 
f niends ,  Gen.  Revendy  Johnson,  wnote  of  him  "He  is  as  gallant  a  man  and 
as  tnue  a  gentleman  and  as  brave  a  knight  as  even  node  in  tounney  on 
couched  a  lance  fon  Lady  Love" --such  a  wonderful  tribute  • 

He  was  tall,  6  it.,  fain  skin,  light  bnown  hain,  blue  eyes,  digni¬ 
fied,  and  held  himself  veny  stnaight.  A  tnue  Southenn  Gentleman,  held 
in  nespect  and  admination  by  all  who  knew  him.  He  lived  fon  his  family 
and  neighbor  and  his  heant  often  tunned  back  to  his  beloved  Confeden- 
acy.  Fathen  had  so  many  historical  novels  [you  might  call  them)  writ¬ 
ten  by  his  old  Confederate  pals.  Most  of  them  were  autographed,  and  I 
used  to  love  to  read  them.  I  became  familiar  with  so  many  names  that 
wene  loved  and  nevened  in  the  South .  I  always  felt  the  writings  and 
high  moral  tone  of  those  old  Southenn  Courtiers  helped  mold  my  character. 

Truly  the  three  Mattapany  brothers  were  men  the  family  can  all  be 
proud  of,  honest  Christian  gentlemen  unstained  by  the  vices  of  drink 
and  gambling  which  proved  the  doionfall  of  so  many  in  those  fan  off  days. 

It  has  been  a  pleasure  fon  me  to  relive  those  fan  off  times  with 
you,  Armstrong,  and  I  have  enjoyed  rambling  on  in  my  letters  to  you. 

We  both  send  oun  love. 
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Fslohi  the  Zcitti\)'0>u!  Am e-ucan,  December  1901: 


Dr.  St.  George  '*Y.  Teackle,  702  Park  avenue,  gave  some  interesting 
reminiscences  last  night  to  a  reporter  of  The  American  regarding  the  late 
James  'william  Thomas,  of  St.  v>arvs  county,  “d.,  whose  funeral  took  place 
last  week.  Mr.  Thomas,  Dr.  Teacklc  stated,  although  onlv  a  sergeant  in 
the  Confederate  Army,  was  a  real  hero.  He  was  raised  in  luxury,  he  at¬ 
tended  Charlotte  Hall,  and  was  a  graduate  of  Princeton.  He  enlisted  at 
the  beginning  of  the  Civil  bar  in  the  Second  Maryland  Regiment,  and  was 
in  many  engagements,  hut  strikingly  at  the  battle  of  Gettysburg  was  his 
valor  shown.  He  was  in  the  company  that  was  ordered  to  charge  Culps 
Hill.  This,  Dr.  Teackle  stated,  was  ordered  as  a  ruse,  to  allow  of  the 
retreat  of  Lee  from  Gettysburg.  The  comoany,  led  by  Gen.  Bradley  T. 
Johnson,  moved  up  hill  in  dress  parade  style,  although  it  was  a  forlorn 
hope,  and  the  men  were  simply  mowed  down.  As  they  fell,  other  men  would 
close  up  ranks,  and  they  kept  advancing. 

Mr.  Thomas  was  very  modest,  but  in  conversation  with  Dr.  Teackle,  told 
him  that  they  got  so  close  that  they  could  see  the  whites  of  the  eyes  of 
their  antagonists.  They  noticed  a  wavering  in  the  latter's  ranks,  and  a 
sudden  dash  might  have  changed  the  future  of  the  day.  But  someone  called 
"Fall  back!”  Ibis  caused  a  hesitation  in  the  Marylanders'  ranks,  the 
enemy  took  advantage  of  it  and  the  day  was  lost. 

Mr.  Thomas,  or  Sergeant  Thomas,  had  never  left  a  battlefield  without 
firing  his  gun.  He  aimed  the  latter  at  a  cannoneer  preparing  to  dis¬ 
charge  a  cannon,  and  as  he  did  so.  Sergeant  Thomas  fell,  shot  through 
the  hips.  He  fell  with  his  legs  crossed,  and  a  bullet  striking  one  of 
them  uncrossed  his  limbs,  lie  then  out  his  arm  across  his  face  to  protect 
it,  and  a  bullet  struck  his  arm.  lie  then  lost  and  regained  consciousness 
several  times,  and  about  twilight  was  aroused  from  his  stupor  by  a  Nor¬ 
thern  general  on  horseback  bending  over  him  and  saying  that  he  wanted  to 
find  the  Second  Marvland  Regiment. 

Sergeant  Thomas  replied  that  he  was  of  that  regiment  and  the  General 
then  asked  him  if  he  knew  the  Thomas  bovs,  and  Sergeant  Thomas  told  him 
who  he  was.  The  officer  then  told  him  that  he  was  Gen.  Leiper  King,  a 
first  cousin  of  John  Thomas,  who  was  a  first  cousin  of  Sergeant  Thomas. 
General  King  had  him  removed  and  his  wounds  dressed. 

When  Sergeant  Thomas  recovered  he  reentered  the  Confederate  army  and 
was  at  the  surrender  at  Appomattox  Courthouse.  Dr.  Teackle  said  the 
character  of  Sergeant  Thomas  was  shown  in  that  his  brother,  George,  di¬ 
viding  his  hardtack  with  him,  the  Sergeant  gave  his  share  away  to  another 
hungry  soldier. 

Sergeant  Thomas  lived  in  Baltimore  at  one  time  and  was  formerly  in  the 
Water  Department,  having  been  appointed  by  Mayor  Hodges.  Dr.  Teackle 
said  that  Richard  Thomas,  known  as  "Zarvona,  or  the  French  Lady”,  was  a 
brother  of  Sergeant  Thomas.  .  .  . 

[The  article  concludes  with  the  storv  of  Zarvona,  including  several 
misstatements  of  fact.] 
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RESOLUTIONS  TO  THE  MEMORY  OF 


THE  LATE  SERGEANT  JAMES  W.  THOMAS,  M.C.A. 


WHEREAS:  Sergeant  James  W.  Thomas,  a  member  of  the  MURRAY 

CONFEDERATE  ASSOCIATION,  departed  this  life  at  his  home  in  St.  Mary's 
County,  on  the  21st  day  of  December,  1901; 

AND  WHEREAS :  It  is  eminently  proper  and  fitting  that  the 

ASSOCIATION  should  put  upon  record  some  tribute  to  the  memory  of 
a  member  and  a  comrade  so  worthy  and  deserving; 

BE  IT  RESOLVED:  That  in  the  death  of  Sergeant  THOMAS,  the 

MURRAY  CONFEDERATE  ASSOCIATION  deplores  the  loss  of  one  of  its 
most  honored  members,  a  gallant  soldier,  and  a  true  gentleman. 

Profoundly  devoted  to  the  cause  of  the  South,  he  shouldered  his 
musket  at  the  beginning  of  the  War,  and  as  one  of  Murray's  men,  of 
the  Maryland  Infantry,  C.S.A.,  followed  the  Stars  and  Bars  during 
the  memorable  four  years  of  the  heroic  struggle. 

Of  the  many  beardless  youths  who  left  their  homes  and  their 
firesides  in  "Dear  Old  Maryland",  when  the  War  between  the  States 
began,  none  carried  into  the  conflict  a  more  unfaltering  devotion 
and  loyalty  than  Sergeant  Thomas.  He  was  an  ideal  soldier,  alert 
and  intelligent  in  the  performance  of  eveiy  duty,  always  at  his  post, 
and  in  the  stoim  and  stress  of  battle  displaying  the  fortitude  and 
coolness  characteristic  of  the  name  he  bore,  and  worthy  of  the 
Maryland  Line  that  charged  at  Cowpens  and  Camden. 

Our  comrade  has  crossed  "Over  the  River",  to  take  his  honorable 
place  in  the  fast  filling  ranks  of  those  who,  living  and  dying,  loved 
the  Cause,  leaving  behind  him  an  untarnished  name  and  a  record  that 
must  ever  be  the  pride  and  boast  of  his  descendants. 

RESOLVED:  That  this  paper  be  spread  upon  the  minutes  of  the 

ASSOCIATION,  and  that  a  copy  be  sent  to  the  family  of  our  departed 
Comrade . 
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CAPTAIN  GEORGE  THOMAS,  fisiom  a  letter  to  the  Editor,  6ouAce  not  knocon. 

A  Gallant  Confederate. 

Me66SU,  Editor:  As  an  old  Confederate  I  desire  to  recount  the  dis¬ 
tinguished  merit  and  services  of  a  comrade  recently  passed  away--a  man  wh 
made  an  enviable  record  in  the  period  of  1861-65.  Capt.  George  Thomas 
was  bom  in  St.  Mary’s  county,  Maryland,  August  6,  1835.  Receiving  a 
liberal  education  in  the  schools  of  his  State  and  at  the  University  of 
Virginia,  on  the  outbreak  of  the  war  in  1861,  he  went  South  with  other 
Marylanders,  enlisted  as  a  private,  and  was  soon  elected  first  lieuten¬ 
ant  in  Capt.  William  H.  Murray’s  Company  H,  First  Maryland  Infantry.  Hc- 
participated  in  the  first  battle  of  Manassas  July  21,  1861,  also  Front 
Royal,  Winchester,  Harrisonburg,  Cross  Keys  (1862).  Company  H  having 
served  one  year  was  disbanded.  Soon  after  the  Second  Maryland  was  forme 
and  he  was  elected  first  lieutenant  of  Captain  William  H.  Murray's  Com¬ 
pany  A.  He  was  appointed  acting  adjutant  and  served  in  that  capacity 
until  the  battle  of  Gettysburg,  when  he  succeeded  to  the  captaincy,  made 
vacant  by  the  death  of  Captain  Murray.  In  the  Second  Maryland  he  was 
present  at  the  battles  of  Winchester,  June  13,  14,  and  15,  1863;  Gettys¬ 
burg,  July  2,  where  he  was  severely  wounded  in  the  thigh.  Upon  recover) 
he  returned  to  his  regiment  at  Hanover  Junction;  took  part  in  the  bril¬ 
liant  charge  at  Cold  Harbor  June  3,  1864,  and  was  so  severely  wounded  in 
that  battle  of  Pegram’s  Farm  September  30, in  the  face  and  side  as  to  un¬ 
fit  him  for  field  service.  [Note:  in  later  years  Captain  George  wore  a 
heavy  beard  to  hide  the  scars  of  this  face  injury.]  He  was  detailed  to 
the  Ordnance  Department  in  Richmond  until  the  close  of  the  war. 

Endowed  by  nature  and  education  for  command,  he  was  always  equal  to 
the  emergency,  and  it  is  believed  in  a  higher  rank  he  would  have  gained 
credit  for  himself  and  honor  for  his  State.  In  battle  he  was  cool,  gal¬ 
lant,  calm,  and,  in  the  estimation  of  his  comrades,  measured  up  to  the 
State's  high  standard,  "Deeds ,  not  words". 

AMICUS. 


*  *  * 


NOTE  on  photo,  page  118:  This  delightful  photograph  was  on  the  wal 
in  Grandmother's  room  in  our  home  in  Baltimore.  The  wistful  little  girl 
to  the  right  (described  in  Cousin  Kitty's  letter,  but  without  the  curls) 
is  positively  identified  as  "Little  Lena".  Grandmother  frequently  spoke 
of  Little  Lena  and  Little  Zarvona  together  (they  both  died  at  an  early 
age)  and  I  had  assumed  the  boy  to  be  Little  Zarvona.  However,  a  check 
of  ages  leads  to  the  conclusion  that  the  little  boy  in  the  picture,  look 
ing  as  if  he  is  not  quite  sure  of  the  strange  world  about  him,  is  Lena's 
brother,  Allison. 
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GEORGE  CALVERT,  FIRST  LORD  BALTIMORE 
by  Daniel  Mytens,  the  Elder 
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GENEALOGY 


It  is  not  the  intention  to  give  here  an  exhaustive  record  of  the 
Calvert  and  Thomas  ancestry  nor  to  rewrite  the  early  history  of  Maryland. 

But  it  does  seem  desirable  at  least  to  outline  the  basic  material  so 
that  we  may  better  know  those  who  came  before  us.  And,  for  a  more  inti¬ 
mate  feeling  toward  them,  it  is  not  considered  inappropriate  to  include 
letters  written  by  individuals,  even  though  the  content  of  such  cor¬ 
respondence  may  appear  trivial. 

In  this  section  George  Norbury  Mackenzie's  "Colonial  Families  of  the 
United  States  of  America",  Vol.  IV,  has  been  a  most  valuable  source,  and 
special  attention  has  been  given  to  the  many  omissions  and  errors  con¬ 
tained  therein.  Harry  Wright  Newman  has  been  of  great  help  not  only  as  to 
genealogy  but  also  historical  data  are  quoted  from  his  "The  Flowering  of 
the  Maryland  Palatinate".  Billie  (Mrs.  Kenelm)  Dallam  has  contributed 
in  helping  to  disentangle  the  Brookes,  Boarmans ,  and  Gardiners.  Other 
information  as  to  the  Calverts  has  come  from  various  Maryland  Historical 
Society  publications.  Present-day  data  on  present-day  Thomases  have 
been  furnished  by  a  dozen  or  so  present-day  Thomases.  Pages  153-157  of 
this  book  are  for  individual  family  brandies  and  have  been  reproduced 
only  for  copies  1  to  .10;  the  remaining  copies  are  blank  for  these  pages  ulC 
and  are  to  be  filled  in  as  may  be  desired  by  the  branches  concerned. 


THE  CALVERTS 

Sir  George  Calvert,  First  Lord  Baltimore,  was  the  son  of  Leonard  Calvert 
de  Kipling,  gent,  and  Alice  Crosland  (Alicia  Crossland),  sole  heiress  of 
John  Crosland  of  Crosland.  Recent  research  reveals  that  Leonard  married 
a  second  time,  the  second  wife  being  Grace  Crosland,  daughter  of  Thomas 
Crosland  of  Crosland  Hill;  Grace  was  only  a  few  years  older  than  her 
stepson.  The  Cros lands  were  an  ancient  family,  influential  and  respected. 
The  relationship  of  the  two  Grosland  wives  is  not  established. 

Descendants  from  the  Calverts  should  take  pride  in  that  the  official  Mary¬ 
land  State  flag,  the  most  beautiful  and  "individual"  of  our  fifty  state 
flags,  includes  both  the  Calvert  and  Crosland  arms  or  designs;  the  two 
black  and  gold  sections  are  the  Calvert  colors,  the  red  and  silver  parts 
are  Crosland.  The  Maryland  flag  is  our  "family"  flag. 

It  is  believed  that  the  Calverts  had  their  origin  in  Flanders.  When 
they  received  official  sanction  to  use  of  coat  of  arms  in  1622  it  was 
recorded  by  an  Antwerp  antiquarian  that  the  family  was  "a  Noble  and 
auntient  familie  in  the  Earldom  of  Flanders".  Newman  states  that  "It 
was  perhaps  in  the  fourteen-hundreds  that  the  English  progenitor 
crossed  the  channel  and  settled  in  County  York  and  became  a  breeder 
of  sheep--no  doubt  sending  the  wool  back  to  his  kinsmen  in  Flanders  to 
be  made  into  cloth--for  Flanders  in  that  day  was  the  principal  center 
of  the  textile-weaving  industry.  The  senior  members  prospered  and 
their  land  holdings  increased  until  the  family  was  rated  among  the 
lesser  county  gentry,  though  it  had  never  proved  itself  capable  of 
using  armorial  trappings.  The  personal  charm  and  integrity  of  the 
younger  generations  contracted  marriages  with  heiresses  [as  did  some 
Thomases  in  later  years]  of  the  county  squirarchy  and  eventually  the 
family  took  its  place  among  the  recognized  gentry  of  York". 
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Sir  George  was  bom  in  1580  and  was  graduated  from  Trinity  College, 
Oxford  in  1597.  From  1606  to  1624  he  served  in  the  House  of  Commons. 
In  1617  he  was  knighted  by  James  I ;  he  thereafter  was  appointed  Secre¬ 
tary  of  State  and  High  Lord  of  the  Treasury.  In  1625  the  king,  only  a 
month  before  his  death,  created  Sir  George  a  Peer  of  the  Realm  with  an 
Irish  barony.  As  a  court  favorite  he  received  large  grants  both  from 
James  I  and  Charles  I . 


In  1621  George  had  established  a  colony  at  his  own  expense  in  New  Found 
Land  which  he  called  Ferryland;  two  years  later  the  Royal  Charter 
granted  him  a  lordship  over  the  vast  surrounding  area,  the  Province  of 
Avalon,  with  the  most  extensive  powers  ever  bestowed  by  the  bnglish 
Crown  on  a  single  subject.  George  visited  the  colony  in  1627  and  again 
in  1628,  actually  set  up  a  residence  there  with  Lady  Baltimore  (his  sec¬ 
ond  wife,  Joan),  his  son  Leonard,  and  other  members  of  the  family.  ^ut 
he  found  the  climate  severe,  and  lie  writes  to  the  King  as  follows: 


FAom  the  tnidtt  o£  OctobeA  to  the  \r\idtt  o £  M ay  theAe  it  a.  tad  ^ace 
o£  winteA  upon  all  thit  Zand,  both  * ea  and  Zand  to  £Aozen  £oa  the 
gAeatett  part  o£  the  time  at  they  are  not  penetrable  no  plant  on  vege- 
tjabZe  tiling  appealing  out  o<  the  eaAth  untiZ  it  be  about  the  beginning 
o£  M ay,  no A  £ith  in  the  tea  betide*  the  air  to  intolleAable  cold  at  at 
it  haAcily  to  be  enduAed.  By  meant  wheAeo £,  and  o £  much  taZt  meat,  my 
houte  hat  been  a  hotpital  all  thi*  winter,  o£  100  peAtont  SO  tick  at  a 
time,  my&el*  being  one  and  nine  oa  ten  o£  them  died .  HeAeupon  I  have 
had  ttAong  temptation t  to  leave  all  proceeding t  in  plantation t,  and 
being  much  decayed  in  my  ttAength  to  AetiAe  my  tel £  to  my  £ oAner  quiet; 
but  my  inclination  caAAijing  me  natuAally  to  thete  kind  o £  work*,  and 
not  knotting  how  better  to  employ  the  pooA  AemaindeA  o  £  my  day*  than 
with  otheA  good  tubjcct*  to  further  the  bett  I  may  the  enlarging  youA 
Majet-ty1*  ejnpiAe  in  thi*  paAt  o  £  the  wo  Aid  1  am  determined  to  commit 
thi t  place  to  £ ithermen  that  are  betteA  able  to  encounteA  t to Ant  and 
haAd  weatheA,  and  to  Aemove  mytel£  with  tome  40  peAtont  to  youA  M aje^t- 
ty' *  dominion  o£  Virginia,  wheAe  i£  youA  Ma jetty  will  pleat e  to  gAant 
me  a  pAecinct  o £  Zand  with  tuch  privilege *  at  the  King  youA  father  my 
gAaciout  matteA  wot  pleated  to  gAant  me  heAe,  I  thall  endeavouA  to  the 
utmott  o£  my  poweA  to  deteAve  it  and  pray  £or  youA  Majetty’t  long  and 
happy  Aeign  at 


Ferry  land 

19  A ugutt  1629 


youA  Ma jetty' t  mott  humble  6 
£aith£ul  tubject  6  teAvant 


Sir  George  sailed  from  Avalon  with  his  family  to  Jamestowne  in  October 
1629  but,  receiving  hostile  treatment  from  the  Virginians,  he  returned 
to  England.  (Because  he  thus  deserted  Avalon,  leaving  but  a  handful  of 
colonists  there,  King  Charles  granted  the  province  to  others  some  eight 
years  later  but,  it  is  interesting  to  note,  the  Calverts  continued  to 
claim  the  province  for  many  years  thereafter,  the  Lord  Proprietary  styling 
himself  Charles*  Absolute  Lord  5  Proprietary  of  the  Province  of  Maryland 
and  Avalon  in  America  6  Baron  of  Baltimore  in  the  Kingdom  of  Ireland.) 

That  part  of  Virginia,  now  the  area  of  Maryland  and  Delaware,  was  grant¬ 
ed  to  Sir  George,  but  he  died  in  England  April  1632  before  the  charter 
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had  received  the  royal  seal.  The  charter  then  was  issued  in  June  of  that 
year  to  George’s  son  Cecilius  (or  Cecil),  the  Second  Lord  Baltimore, 
with  all  the  rights  given  to  his  deceased  father. 

The  organization,  planning,  selling  of  stock,  etc.  for  the  voyage  to 
America  was  carried  on  by  Cecilius,  but  many  of  the  details  were  delegat¬ 
ed  to  Leonard,  his  younger  brother,  who  was  to  accompany  the  adventurers 
to  the  new  colony,  and  who  was  to  be  overlord  and  governor  of  the  new 
province.  The  Ark  and  the  Dove,  after  long  preparation,  set  sail  from 
London  late  in  October  1633  with  perhaps  200  adventurers;  but  there  were 
delays  and  the  ships  did  not  leave  Cowes  in  the  Isle  of  Wight  until  22 
November.  I  wonder  why  the  winter  months  were  chosen  for  the  voyage;  it 
would  seem  that  the  natural  hazards  of  the  trip  were  sufficient  without 
the  additional  discomfort  of  the  winter  cold.  But  we,  anno  Domini  1962, 
are  in  no  position  to  give  our  advice;  after  a  stormy  voyage,  with  many 
mishaps  including  loss  of  rudder  from  the  Ark,  apparent  loss  of  the  Dove, 
a  20-day  stopover  in  the  Bahamas,  the  adventurers  reached  the  site  of 
the  new  colony  in  March  1634. 

Thus  it  was  Ceorge  Calvert,  First  Lord  Baltimore,  who  was  the  virtual 
founder  of  Maryland.  But  Cecil,  Second  Lord  Baltimore,  was  the  actual 
organizer  of  the  colony;  from  across  the  ocean  he  administered  the  im¬ 
portant  affairs  of  the  province  through  his  brother  Leonard,  the  first 
Governor  of  Maryland.  Neither  George  nor  Cecil  ever  visited  the  colony. 
The  following  paragraph,  giving  data  on  Leonard  and  his  daughter  Anne 
from  whom  the  Thomases  are  descended,  is  taken  directly  from  Newman 
without  benefit  of  quotes  nor  indications  of  omissions  therefrom. 

The  entire  early  history  of  Maryland  centered  around  the  life  of  Leonard 
Calvert,  Esq.,  the  sixth  child  but  second  son  of  George,  first  Baron  of 
Baltimore.  He  was  only  twenty- three  when  he  embarked  on  the  task  of 
consummating  his  father's  plans  in  the  New  World,  but  he  had  already 
been  in  Avalon  and  at  Jamestown  and  knew  the  country  and  economic  condi¬ 
tions  and  the  varied  problems  needed  to  guide  the  colonists.  One  great 
mystifying  element  was  his  personal  life.  There  is  no  evidence  of  a 
marriage  before  sailing  in  November  1633  for  Maryland,  and  he  certainly 
led  the  life  of  a  bachelor  in  Maryland  for  ten  or  more  years  until  his 
return  to  England  in  April  1643,  leaving  his  friend,  Giles  Brent,  Esq., 
the  Acting  Governor.  He  remained  away  from  Maryland  for  about  17  months, 
and  during  that  period  in  England,  according  to  tradition,  he  begot  two 
chi ldren--Wi 1 liam  and  Anne.  He  returned  to  his  post  in  Maryland  and  pre¬ 
sumably  left  the  infants  in  the  care  of  a  nurse.  The  mother  or  his  con¬ 
sort  did  not  accompany  him.  It  has  generally  been  stated  in  print  with 
absolutely  no  documentation  that  he  married  Anne,  one  of  the  many  daugh¬ 
ters  of  Richard  Brent,  and  sister  to  Ciles,  Fulkes,  Margaret,  and  Mary-- 
all  of  whom  came  to  Maryland.  No  proof  of  this  marriage  can  be  found. 
Although  Mistress  Anne  Brent  no  doubt  saw  Governor  Calvert  during  his 
visit  to  England,  as  the  two  families  had  been  intimate  before  the 
settlement  of  Maryland,  she  continued  to  live  a  single  life  in  England, 
and  in  1651  was  listed  as  a  non-juror  spinster.  A  diligent  search  has 
been  made  in  England  for  proof  of  his  marriage,  or  the  mother  of  his 
children,  but  with  failure  each  time.  [Mr.  Newman  twice  on  personal 
trips  to  England  has  searched  English  records  as  well  as  others.]  The 
mention  of  a  wife  at  no  time  appears  in  the  Calvert  Papers  or  among  the 
Archives  of  Maryland.  When  Leonard  Calvert  was  ill  and  realized  that 
his  end  was  near,  he  made  no  mention  whatsoever  of  his  two  children  or 
their  mother.  With  him  were  Mistress  Margaret  Brent,  his  friend  Thomas 
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Green,  Francis  Ankatill  the  priest,  and  Madam  Mary  Beane.  Thomas  Greene 
testified  in  court  that  Leonard  Calvert  lying  on  his  death  bed  about  six 
hours  before  his  passing,  "directed  his  speech  to  Mistress  Brent"  and 
said  "I  make  you  my  sole  Executrix.  Take  all  and  pay  all".  He  then 
requested  every  one  to  leave  the  room  except  Mistress  Brent  with  whom  he 
conferred  privately  for  some  time.  It  is  wondered  if  Mistress  Margaret 
were  aware  that  Governor  Calvert  had  left  a  legal  male  heir  to  his  landed 
estate  and  a  daughter  who  was  entitled  to  her  filial  share  of  the  person¬ 
alty.  In  his  closing  hours  he  expressed  no  concern  or  affections  for  his 
children  or  wife  nor  provided  for  them  in  any  manner--yet  Margaret  did  not 
reveal  the  private  conference.  If  she  did  have  knowledge  of  his  children, 
no  evidence  is  forthcoming  from  the  extant  archives,  letters,  and  other 
documents  of  that  period.  Only  personalty  could  be  bequeathed  by  a  nun¬ 
cupative  will,  but  the  amazing  Amazon,  Mistress  Margaret  Brent,  exercised 
literally  her  prerogatives  in  the  Governor's  last  words  when  he  said  "take 
all",  and  immediately  posession  was  taken  of  the  Governor's  mansion  in 
St.  Mary's  City.  She  furthermore  assumed  feudal  rights  on  his  three  bar¬ 
onial  manors.  Some  fourteen  years  after  the  death  of  Leonard  Calvert,  or 
in  or  about  1661,  appeared  in  Maryland  a  youth  of  not  more  than  18  years 
of  age  who  declared  himself  to  be  William  Calvert,  Esq.,  the  son  and  heir 
of  Leonard  Calvert.  From  subsequent  law  suits  it  is  implied  that  Cecilius, 
Lord  Baltimore,  and  uncle  of  the  orphan  had  been  his  guardi an-- thus  indi¬ 
cating  that  he  was  raised  in  England.  At  that  time  Mistress  Margaret 
Brent  had  retired  from  the  Maryland  scene  and  in  her  old  age  was  residing 
at  her  plantation  in  Westmoreland  County,  Virginia.  William  Calvert 
through  Thomas  Manning,  the  Attorney-General  of  the  Province,  instituted 
court  action  for  the  possession  of  his  father's  landed  estate.  The  jury 
recognized  the  paternity  and  the  land  was  restored  to  him.  About  two 
years  after  the  arrival  of  William  Calvert,  the  guardians  of  his  sister, 
Anne,  sent  her  to  Maryland.  On  September  6,  1663,  the  Hon.  Charles  Cal¬ 
vert  writing  to  his  father  Cecilius  said,  "Me/  Cozen  UVn  At^teA  aAAived  heA 
and  at  note  att  my  houAe  and  has  the  caAe  my  household  a^aiAeA,  at 
yett  noe  good  match  doeA  pAAent,  but  I  hope  in  a  AhoAt  tine  Ahe  may  t ind 
one  to  heA  om  content  5  yA  i  LoppA  decile,  I  Ah  all  tuAtheA  tohat  1  can 
toucaaidA  it,  I  have  acquainted  heA  BAotheA  tvhat  ija  Lopp  expect- -he  Ahouid 
doe  *oa  heA,  but  in  coac  he  doeA  not,  oa  be  not  in  a  Condicon  to  doe  much 
I  a  hall  take  caAe  A  he  a  hall  not  tvant  oa  long  at  A  he  Aenuint  uotk  me .  TheAe 
came  ivth  heA  tioo  maidA  one  to  tvait  upon  heA  S  the  otheA  to  my  Ael^e" .  It 
is  quite  obvious  that  Anne  was  sent  to  Maryland  to  acquire  a  husband;  she 
asquired  in  all  three  husbands.  The  first  was  Colonel  Baker  Brooke,  Esq., 
son  and  heir  of  Robert  Brooke,  Esq.,  of  Brooke  Place  Manor,  Calvert  County, 
one  time  an  ordained  clergyman  of  the  Church  of  England.  Her  second  was 
Henry  Brent,  a  kinsman  of  the  astonishing  Mistress  Margaret  Brent,  and  her 
third  was  Richard  Marsham,  Gent.,  who  survived  her. 

Anne  Calvert  had  issue  only  by  her  first  husband.  But  note  the  chart  of 
the  Thomas  ancestry  through  the  Calverts  given  on  a  later  page.  Richard 
Marsham,  who  came  from  England  in  1658  and  who  died  in  1713,  had  a  daugh¬ 
ter  Catherine  by  a  previous  marriage  who  married  Anne's  son,  Baker  Brooke 
the  second.  The  chart  shows  Thomas  ancestry  through  two  separate  lines; 
however,  in  this  connection,  Mr.  Newman  writes  me  that  "frankly  I  do  not 
believe  that  Benedict  Leonard  Boannan  married  Anne  Brooke,  the  daughter  of 
Baker  Brook  2d.  Yet  I  do  not  know  whom  the  said  Benedict  married.  His 
widow  was  Anne,  however".  For  the  issue  of  Anne  Calvert  Brooke,  see  the 
Maryland  Historical  Magazine,  vol.  1. 

The  Maryland  Historical  Society  has  in  its  possession  a  treasure  of  origi- 
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nal  Calvert  papers  acquired  largely  from  the  collection  of  Col.  Frederick 
Henry  Harford,  of  Down  Place,  near  Windsor,  the  great  grandson  of  Freder¬ 
ick,  the  last  Lord  Baltimore.  Col.  Albert  Ritchie,  in  formally  presenting 
the  papers  to  the  Society  in  1888  states:  "During  the  supremacy  of  the 
Lords  Proprietory,  they  resided  at  their  homes  abroad,  and  were  represen¬ 
ted  here  by  their  Governors.  They,  however,  to  a  large  extent,  themselves 
exercised  the  ample  powers  which  they  posessed,  and  maintained  an  active 
participation  in  the  government  of  the  province.  Frequent  and  full  re¬ 
ports  of  the  condition  of  affairs  were  from  time  to  time  transmitted  to 
them,  as  were  also  many  important  official  papers  requiring  their  consid¬ 
eration  and  action".  To  illustrate  the  style  of  the  correspondence  be¬ 
tween  the  Calverts,  I  give  below  several  examples: 

GOV.  LEONARD  CALVERT  to  LORD  BALTIMORE,  preceded  by  endorsement  of  Balti¬ 
more,  evidently  for  filing  purposes. 

25  A pnil  1638 .  M y  Bno:  Leonand  to  me.  <nom  Vin ginea.  the  taking 
the  1 sle  o<  Kent .  Palmed  Hand,  what  numben  o<  people  £  catle  vpon 
them,  Pontobacke.  Ccdan  nedd-bind  matte  £  Ljon . 

Good  Bno then: 

1  have  endeauoAed  this  last  winten  to  bAing  the  Inhabitants  o<  the 
Isle  Oj  Kent  billing hj  to  subnet  themselves  to  tjouA  gouennment  £  to  in- 
couAage  them  thenevnto  I  wnote  vnto  then  a  letteA  in  Slouemben,  whene 
mongst  otheA  mo  Hues  I  vsed  to  penswade  them,  1  pAamised  to  fnee  them 
l Aom  all  question  c l  any  jonmen  contempts  they  had  committed  against  you, 
so  that  they  i could  *n.om  thence  $ onivand  desist  £ Aom  the  like  and  submit 
themselves  ...  I  had  pAocuAed  a  Acd  biAd  and  kept  it  a  good  while  to 
have  sent  it  to  you  but  1  had  the  wit  ' oAtune  to  loose  it  by  the  negli¬ 
gence  o<  my  senvant  who  canelesty  let  it  out  o £  the  cage  .  .  .  The 
Lyon  I  had  ^on  you  is  dead,  i^  1  can  get  an  otheA  1  will  send  it  to  you. 

.  .  .  1  haue  wnwt  vnto  you  concenneing  the  deeA  you  sent  fan  in  an  otheA 
letteA  by  it  sel^e  sent  henew^1  as  you  appointed  me.  Thus  w^1  best  loue 
aid  seAuicc  to  my  sisteA  Baltunone  and  my  otheA  two  stetens  and  my  Bno- 
thcA  Peasely  I  Aest. 

VouA  most  affectionate 
teAom  l UAginia  loueing  BAotheA 

thte  2S^'n  o<  A pAill  LeonaAd  CalveAt 

1636. 

CECIL  I US,  LORD  BALTIMORE,  to  GOVERNOR  LEONARD  CALVERT. 

Good  BAotheA 

By  M*  Ingles  Shipp  w<sh  te  now  in  the  Vownes  I  sent  a  laAge  dispatch 
to  you  as  you  will  <wnd  in  my  note  inclosed.  I  ^ oAgott  in  my  *onmen 
lettens  to  giue  you  thankes  w<sh  j  now  doe,  (>on  yo A  kindness  shewen  to 
Jo:  Langfond,  wchf  by  his  letteAS  to  me,  he  sayes  hath  been  veAy  much: 

I  take  it  veAy  kindly  $nom  you,  aid  I  pAay  continue  it;  £on  he  will  de- 
seAue  it  1  make  no  doubt  fnom  you,  aid  I  shall  nequwte  it  in  due  time  to 
you.  .  .  .  Take  cane  thene^one  also  I  pnay  to  accomodate  the  said  M£ 
Tennitt  wth  a.  convenient  place  to  sojounne  in  thene:  and  I  shall,  as  I 
lomenly  wnote,  pay  the  change  o<  it.  ...  I  pnay  hasten  the  designe 
you  wnote  vnto  me  o$  this  yeane,  o<  bninging  all  the  Indians  o£  that 
pnovince  to  sunnenden  thein  intenest  and  night  to  me,  ...  Me  thinkes 
■the  Indians  who  one  c hnistened,  i<  thein  convension  be  neall,  night  be 
bnought  to  assist  in  thein  labouns.  .  .  .  Vou  may  tell  Kemp  by  let- 
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ter  from  you,  or  ot  herds e,  -t/iot  -t*  a  declaration  may  be  obtained  fr om 
£iie  geneAafX  A  trembly  in  Vcr  ginea  this  next  yeare,  toc/i  mat/  inport  a 
settlcnent  of  friendship  between  me  5  -that  Colony  and  an  allowance.  £ 
approbation-  of  my  Patient  .  .  .  and  a  condemnation  of  Cleyborne *  p4o- 
ceeding s  x.n  -t/ic  14-be  o^  Ken-t  and  elsewhere  toward*  me,  and  that  I  and 
mt/  Colony  may  haue  free  trade  ,  .  .  but  vnless  all  those  thing s  afore¬ 
said  concerning  me  be  font  done  by  them:  I  udX£  no£  trouble  myself,  a^1 
#iem.  Soe  expecting  to  heare  from  you  concerning  this  bareness  wherein 
I  would  not  haue  you  negligent,  I  4e4.£, 

ionc{on  Vot  most  affectionate  louing 

21  Nou,  1642.  Brother 


GOVERNOR  CHARLES  CALVLRT  to  CECILIUS,  LORD  BALTIMORE 


SEAL 

CALVERT  ARMS 
with  a 
Labe  1 . 


F 04  The  Right  Hon  . e 
The  Lo4d  Baltinwre 
These  p^snt 
p  Capt.  Cooke, 


Mat/  >c£  Please  Vour  Lopp -- 

1  shall  now  endeauour  to  give  y'}  LoPP  an  A ccompt  of  what  I  haue 
done  04  £o  LoPP4  Comands  in  the  last  £  This  yeax.es  letters  but  I  shall 
first  humbly  begg  y$  LoPP 6  pardon  that  I  haue  nott  done  it  sooner: 

ll^h  Mat/  1662,  Vour  LoPP  was  pleas'd  in  that  beter  to  comand  me  to 
procure  some  like  Calues  too  Males  and  two  F emails,  I  haue  vsed  all  my 
endeauours  possible  but  can  procure  none  as  yet  .  .  . 

[here  continues  about  20  pages  of  various  dated  reports] 
i\low  may  it  please  y 4  Lopp  in  answer  to  what  if1  Lopp  writt  about  my  going 
for  England  next  shipping  wc^  1  haue  an  earnest  desire  to  if  things  be 
soe  settled  here  that  I  may  haue  desire  to  retume  back  againe  by  the 
4ame  shipping  ,  .  .  but  xn  whose  hands  to  leaue  the  Gouern ^  in  vntill  I 
come  back  Is  that  I  am  att  a  stand  att,  ...  5  I  haue  great  cause  to 
feare,  that  I  shall  fond  much  confusion  at  my  retume  ...  I  shall  most 
chearefully  £  ar^1  g reate  deale  of  descre  prepare  for  my  going  for  Eng¬ 
land  next  yeare  to  see  y *  Lopp  then  nothing  can  bring  soe  much  satisfac¬ 
tion  £  comfort  to  him  whoe  rmaines  as  ever 

Your  Lopps  Most  dutiffull 

April  27^1  1664--  Sonne 

Charles  Caluert 

I  haue  sent  if1  Lopp  Bills 

of  Exchange  in  this  Box  £  haue  giuen  some  papers  to  M4  Sewall  to  discourse 
Lfoh  yr  Lapp  about  the  Alienation  office  wch  the  last  Assembly  gaue  to  me 
to  offer  to  y r  Lopp  as  theire  humble  request  w0^1  if  granted  by  yr  Lopp 
will  soe  much  gaine  them  that  it.  may  bring  more  then  doubling  the  Rents 
soe  would  haue  come  to,  1  shall  take  care  of  the  Secreatys  Office  vntill 
Mr  Sewall  comes  Back  or  that  1  heare  from  yr  Lopp-- 


Excerpts  from  WILL  of  SIR  GEORCE  CALVERT  LORD  BALTIMORE  dated  14  Ap :  1632 
and  proved  on  21  of  the  same  month  in  the  prerogative  Court  of  Canterbury. 

IV  THE  HAM E  OF  GOV  AMEH  1  Sir  George  Caluert  Knight  Lord  Baltimore 
being  sicke  of  bodie  but  welt  in  minde  doe  hereby  declare  my  last  will, 
and  Testament  to  be  f first  1  doe  bequeath  my  soule  to  God,  and  my  bodie 
to  the  ground,  ITEM  I  doe  bequeath  my  lands,  goods,  and  chattelts  of 
what  nature  soeuer  to  my  eldest  sonne  Cicill  Caluert  either  r n  England, 
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v' i  inecana,  and  etsewlieAe  .  .  .  [Sir  George  mentions  in  his  will  his  chil¬ 
dren:  Hellen  (whom  he  left  1200  pounds),  Leonard,  George  (who  sailed  on 
the  Arc  with  Leonard,  but  who  died  within  six  months  after  the  settlement 
at  St.  Mary's,  aged  22  years),  Henry,  Phillipp,  Anne  (wife  of  William 
Peaseley) ,  and  Grace  (wife  of  Robert  Talbot).]  Among  items  listed  in  the 
inventory:  H. is  Lapps  appaAAcll,  his  Lopps  bocke s,  one  thousand  waigkt  o< 
badd  l /iAginnia  Tobacco;  good s  and  i/mplonents  o  <  k ouse  S  households  tu^e 
Aon aijviing  In  his  Lopps  house  In  the  backeside  Lincolnes  Inne  j eilde 
vlzt,  --  In  the  diming  Aocnne :  ten  gAeen  cloth  cheijAes,  two  pAaat  gAeen 
A Amlng  chcjAes ,  two  CaApetts  o£  cloth  itfF1  glided  leatheA ,  bAass  and  ijAon 
AndijAons ,  snu^eAS  bellowes;  In  the  bedchambeA :  one  gAeen  bedd  laced  and 
the  bedding  belonging  to  It,  one  CupboAd,  two  title  window  cuAtalnes  S 
small,  pieces  o*  stu^e  about  the  Aoome,  a  table  w~ri  gAeen  cloth  caApett 
on  it;  In  the  kitchen:  pewt&A  and  tijnne  vesselts,  vesselts  o*  bAasse  £, 
i/Aon  6  otheA  ijmplments  o<  the  kitchen;  In  the  hall:  a  settle  beadd 
a  < lockbedd  and  bedclothes  to  It,  thAee  loijned  stooles,  a  & lAeshovell  a>\d 
tonges,  LumbaA  in  and  about  the  house  .  .  . 


*  *  * 


The  portrait  of  Governor  LEONARD  CALVERT,  reproduced  on  next  page, 
is  from  a  copy  of  the  portrait  painted  by  Miss  Florence  Mackubin  for 
the  Society  of  the  Arc  and  the  Dove.  It  was  presented  by  the  Society  to 
the  State  of  Maryland  and  hangs  in  the  State  House  in  Annapolis. 
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LEONARD  CALVERT  1608-1647 
First  Governor  of  Maryland,  1634-1647 
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LEONARD  CALVERT  de  Kipling,  m  Alicia  Cross  land 


ANCESTRY  OF  THE  THOMASES  THROUGH  THE  CALVERTS 
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CATHERINE  B0ARMAN,  1760-1812 
Heiress  of  De  La  Brooke  Manor 
m  1782 

MAJ.  WILLIAM  THOMAS,  JR.,  1758-1813 
son  of  Ma j .  William  Thomas,  1714-95  of  Deep  Falls 
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ANCESTRY  FROM  FIRST  THOMAS  SETTLER 


THOMAS  THOMAS 

came  from  England ,  it  is  said,  from  County  Sussex,  and  1  June  1652  demand¬ 
ed  a  warrant  for  600  acres  for  transporting  himself,  wife  Elizabeth, 
son  James,  and  three  servants  into  the  Province  in  1651.  He  received  a 
warrant  with  one  Bill  Batten  to  have  laid  off  for  him  1000  acres  on  the 
north  side  of  the  Patuxent,  over  against  or  near  Buzzard  Island.  On  31 
March  1656  he  was  one  of  the  High  Commissioners  of  the  Provincial  Court 
held  in  Patuxent,  Maryland.  His  son, 

JAMES  THOMAS ,  16xx-1701 

of  "Ware",  Charles  County,  Maryland  was  born  in  England  before  1651.  His 
will  dated  7  June  1701  was  probated  29  November  1701,  His  wife's  first 
name  was  Teratia.  Their  issue:  Thomas,  Anna  Mary,  and 

JOHN  THOMAS,  1682-1757 

of  Charles  County.  Ilis  will  was  dated  30  April  1756  and  probated  7  July 
1757.  His  wife's  name  is  unknown  as  she  predeceased  him.  Issue:  John, 
Leonard,  James,  Jane,  Elizabeth,  and 

MAJ.  WILLIAM  THOMAS,  1714-1795 

of  "Deep  Falls",  St.  Mary's  County;  bom  in  Charles  County;  commissioned 
in  1754  Major  of  the  County  Militia;  delegate  to  the  Revolutionary  Con¬ 
vention  in  1775;  Member  of  the  House  of  Delegates  1761  and  1768-71;  Mem¬ 
ber  of  the  General  Assembly  1777-81.  Before  1750  he  married  Elizabeth 
Reeves.  Their  issue:  Col.  John  of  the  Continental  Army,  Member  of  the 
Legislature,  President  of  the  Senate  of  Maryland;  William  (see  below); 
George,  Member  of  the  House  of  Delegates;  James,  served  in  the  Continen¬ 
tal  Army,  wounded  at  Yorktown;  Elizabeth,  married  Maj .  William  Courts 
(their  daughter,  Eliza  Courts,  married  her  first  cousin,  Dr.  James 
Thomas,  Governor  of  Maryland). 

MAJ.  WILLIAM  THOMAS,  Jr.,  1758-1813 

born  at  "Deep  Falls";  married  Catherine  Brooke  Boarman  (1760-1812),  heir¬ 
ess  of  "De  La  Brooke  Manor"  [note  tie-on  with  the  Calvert  line,  previous 
page] ;  lieutenant  in  the  Continental  Army  and  later  major  in  the  famous 
Maryland  Line;  Judge  of  the  Orphans  Court  of  St.  Mary's  County,  1797-1800; 
Chief  Judge  of  the  County  Court,  1800-1802;  Member  of  the  General  Assembly 
1791-96  and  1802-13;  President  of  the  Maryland  Senate  1806-1813.  Issue: 

JAMES  THOMAS,  M.D.,  1785-1845,  of  "Deep  Falls",  Governor  of  Maryland 
from  1832,  serving  two  terms,  then  the  constitutional  limit;  married  his 
first  cousin,  Elizabeth  Courts,  daughter  of  Maj.  William  and  Elizabeth 
(Thomas)  Courts.  Line:  Waring,  Dallam,  Briscoe,  Brome,  Parran. 

GEORGE  THOMAS,  1791-1856,  of  "De  La  Brooke",  Judge  of  the  Orphans 
Court  of  St.  Mary's  County;  married  Mary  Tubman.  Line:  Sothoron,  Forbes, 
Shaw,  Coad,  Stoddert,  Slingluff,  Mackubin,  Nelson,  Calvert. 
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WILLIAM  THOMAS,  M.D.,  1793-1849,  of  "Cremona";  married  Elizabeth 
Tubman  (sister  of  Mary,  above)  and  second  wife  Elizabeth  Lansdale. 

Line:  Ford,  Briscoe,  Blakistone,  Mitchell,  Lieper. 

MAJ.  RICHARD  THOMAS,  1797-1849,  of  "Mattapany",  Speaker  of  the  House 
of  Delegates,  President  of  the  Senate;  married  JANE  WALLACE  ARMSTRONG 
(1789-1871),  daughter  of  James  and  Jane  (Cocks)  Armstrong.  Issue: 

ANDREW  THOMAS,  dates  unknown,  died  in  his  "minority" 

RICHARD  THOMAS  (ZARVONA) ,  1833-1875 

GEORGE  THOMAS,  1835-1903 

JAMES  WILLIAM  THOMAS,  1840-1901, 

the  latter  three  gentlemen  being  the  inspiration  for  this  family  history. 

MATILDA  THOMAS,  married  Col.  GEORGE  BRENT,  of  Charles  County.  Their 
son,  the  lion.  GEORGE  BRENT,  was  Judge  of  the  Maryland  Court  of  Appeals 
and  Chief  Judge  of  the  Seventh  Judicial  District;  he  married  Catherine 
Merrick.  The  Brents  had  eleven  children,  nine  girls  and  two  boys.  The 
sons,  William  and  George,  had  New  York  addresses  when  last  heard  from. 

ANNE  THOMAS,  1798-1862,  married  the  Hon.  Thompson  Mason,  of  Louden 
County,  Virginia.  There  were  two  daughters:  Maria  Thomas  Courts  Mason 
and  Matilda  Brent  Mason.  The  latter  was  born  in  St.  Augustine,  Florida 
in  1835,  married  Samuel  Raborg,  C.S.A.,  and  died  1884  in  Emmitsburg, 
Maryland,  There  were  four  children:  11.  Mason  Raborg  of  New  York,  1862- 
1913;  Thomas  Mason  Thompson  Raborg,  born  1874;  Anita,  who  entered  a 
convent;  and  Matilda. 

CATHERINE  THOMAS,  the  seventh  and  last  offspring  of  Major  William 
Thomas,  Jr.,  was  second  wife  of  the  Hon.  WILLIAM  DUHURST  MERRICK,  of 
Charles  County,  Maryland,  the  U.S.  Senator  who  gave  the  casting  vote 
for  the  admission  of  Texas  as  a  State.  lie  was  offered  grants  of  land 
and  township  in  Texas  if  he  would  come  there  and  live,  but  he  refused 
such  offers,  not  desiring  to  take  anything  that  looked  like  a  reward 
for  his  vote.  His  first  wife  was  Margaret  Matthews.  His  issue  by 
first  marriage  were  the  lion.  William  Matthews  Merrick,  Judge  of  the 
Circuit  Court  of  Washington,  who  married  Mary  Wickliffe  of  Kentucky, 
and  Thomas  Duhurst  Merrick,  who  died  young,  llis  issue  by  second  mar¬ 
riage  were:  Richard  Thomas  Merrick,  of  Washington,  D.C.  ,  born  1826, 
served  in  the  Mexican  War  and  made  Captain  at  Battle  of  Cerro  Gorda, 
prominent  Washington  lawyer,  and  who  married  Annie  McGuire  (there  were 
nine  children);  Catherine  Merrick,  bom  1831,  married  Judge  George 
Brent  [see  Matilda  Thomas  above]  and  had  eleven  children;  Ann  Josephine 
Merrick,  bom  1833,  married  Vivian  Brent,  no  issue;  and  the  lion.  George 
Clarence  Merrick,  born  1839,  Judge  Seventh  Judicial  Circuit  of  Maryland, 
and  who  married  Alice  Maria  Waring,  of  Prince  George's  County,  with 
issue--eight  children. 


We  have  traced  ancestry  through  the  Calverts  to  Major  William 
Thomas,  Jr.  who  died  in  1813,  and  the  Thomases  from  the  first  Thomas 
settler  to  this  same  Major  Thomas.  We  have  given  Major  Thomas's  seven 
children,  ending  with  Catherine  Thomas  above;  in  his  four  sons  we  have 
four  main  branches  of  the  family--Deep  Falls,  De  La  Brooke,  Cremona,  and 
Mattapany.  These  will  be  given  in  the  next  four  sections  but,  since 
our  record  is  chiefly  concerned  with  the  Mattapany  branch,  this  will  be 
treated  in  greater  detail. 
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"VEEP  FALLS"  SRASJCK 


JAMES  THOMAS,  M.D.,  Governor  of  Maryland,  was  born  11  March  1785 
and  died  25  December  1845.  Me  graduated  from  St.  John's  College  in  1804 
and  received  his  M.D.  from  Philadelphia  Medica  College  in  1807.  Me  be¬ 
came  prominent  in  his  profession.  In  1813  he  was  commissioned  Major  of 
the  4th  Maryland  Calvary  and  did  active  service  in  the  War  of  1812-14, 
and  subsequently  was  brevetted  Major-General.  Me  was  variously  Judge  of 
the  Orphans  Court  of  St.  .Mary's  County,  Senatorial  elector,  Member  of 
the  Mouse  of  Delegates;  in  1826  he  was  elected  to  the  Maryland  Senate 
where  he  served  until  1832  when  he  was  elected  Governor,  serving  two 
successive  terms.  Mackenzie  writes  that  "his  gubernatorial  incumbency 
was  at  a  critical  period  in  the  history  of  Maryland  and  was  marked  with 
wisdom,  firmness,  and  dignity.  The  'Nat  Turner'  and  'Southampton'  in¬ 
surrections  during  the  'Abolition'  agitation  created  the  gravest  alarm 
in  Maryland.  Me  submitted  a  message  to  the  Legislature  discussing  with 
great  clearness,  ability,  and  firmness  this  vital  question;  and  few  men 
of  his  day  or  generation  occupied  a  more  commanding  position  at  the 
time  than  Governor  Thomas".  In  the  Baltimore  SUNVAV  SUSl  of  10  February 
1907  there  appeared  an  article  on  Governor  Thomas ,  one  of  a  series  of 
biographies  of  Maryland  governors  written  by  Heinrich  Buchholz.  The 
article  was  not  altogether  complimentary  and  it  was  bitterly  attacked 
in  THE  SUSJ  of  18  February  in  two  letters--both  dated  12  February,  both 
over  1250  words  long--the  one  was  signed  by  Armstrong  Thomas ,  Baltimore, 
and  the  other  by  James  Walter  Thomas,  Cumberland.  "Our"  Governor  Thomas 
is  not  to  be  confused  with  another  Maryland  governor,  Francis  Thomas, 
whose  family  to  my  knowledge  is  not  our  kin,  and  whose  family  arms  is 
embe  llished  with  ravens.  Covemor  James  Thomas  married  in  1808  his 
first  cousin,  ELIZABETH  COURTS,  born  1789  in  Charles  County,  died  in 
1851;  she  was  the  daughter  of  Mnj .  William  and  Elizabeth  (Thomas)  Courts, 
he  of  the  Mary  land  Line  and  a  nephew  of  General  William  Smallwood. 

Cov .  Thomas  had  seven  children.  Five  of  the  children  cither  died 
at  an  early  age,  or  were  unmarried.  They  were:  William  Henry,  1808-1814; 
Elizabeth,  1811-1888;  Henry  William,  1814-1878;  Catherine,  1822-1823;  and 
George  Presly,  1831-1832.  A  daughter,  Ann  Maria,  bom  1817,  married  in 
1838  Dr.  James  Waring  of  Prince  George  County  and  had  nine  children. 
Despite  this  large  family,  however,  the  Waring  branch  appears  to  have 
died  out.  Fortunately  there  was  one  son  to  carry  on  the  "Deep  Falls" 
line.  He  was-- 

JAMES  RICHARD  THOMAS,  planter,  1826-1885,  married  in  1854  JEANETTE 
ELEANOR  BRISCOE,  1837-1 S8 1 ,  daughter  of  Dr.  Walter  Hanson  Stone  Briscoe 
of  "Sotterley",  St.  Mary's  County  and  Erne  line  Wellmore  Dallam,  daughter 
of  John  Dallam  of  Harford  County.  There  were  eight  children: 

1.  JAMES  WALTER  THOMAS,  1855-1926  ,  lawyer  and  author  of  "Chronicles 
of  Colonial  Maryland",  of  Deep  Falls  and  Cumberland,  Maryland.  He  mar¬ 
ried  in  1884  Susan  McLain  Smith,  who  died  in  1914;  she  was  the  daughter 
of  Dr.  James  Maxwell  Smith  and  Susan  Maxwell  McLain  of  Cumberland.  They 
had  a  son,  James  McLain,  bom  in  1886,  died  in  infancy. 

2.  ELIZA  EMELINE,  1859-1924.  She  married  in  1876  James  Thomas  Brome, 
1847-1910,  planter,  of  St.  Mary's.  They  had  four  girls: 
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a.  SUSETTK  I.  BROME,  1877-1929,  who  married  James  M.  Bennett 
in  1918. 

b.  MARGARET  3 ROME ,  bom  in  1879,  and  who  died  in  infancy. 

c.  JEANNETTE  ELEANOR  BROME,  born  in  1882  ,  now  living  in  St. 
Mary's  City.  In  1916  she  married  John  Spence  Howard,  1884- 
1950.  They  had  two  boys: 

JOHN  SPENCE  HOWARD,  JR.,  bom  1919,  and  who  married 
Helen  C.  Gamer. 

THOMAS  BROME  HOWARD,  born  1921.  In  1946  he  married 
Blanche  Loomis  Spades,  with  issue  as  follows: 

THOMAS  3 ROME  HOWARD,  JR.,  born  1947. 

MYRON  SPENCE  HOWARD,  bom  194  8. 

MARK  LOOMIS  HOWARD,  born  1950. 

ALLEN  CURTIS  HOWARD,  bom  1953. 

MARGUERITE  ELEANOR  HOWARD,  born  1956. 

d.  ErMA  T.  BROME,  born  in  1884,  and  who  died  in  infancy. 

3.  ANN  ELIZABETH,  1859-1933.  In  1893  she  married  John  Grey  Hopkins 
Lilbum,  of  St.  Mary's.  He  died  in  1918. 

4.  JEANETTE  ELEANOR,  1862-1961.  In  1890  she  married  James  Bourne 
Parran  of  Baltimore,  son  of  William  John  and  Sara  Rebecca  (Bourne)  Par- 
ran  of  Calvert  County.  They  had  one  daughter, 

a.  JEANETTE  BRISCOE  PARRAN ,  born  in  1892,  and  died  1962  in 
Baltimore . 

5.  HENRY  BRISCOE,  M.D. ,  1864-1922,  a  leading  physician  of  Baltimore. 
In  1893  he  married  Helen  Carey  Coale,  1869-1933,  daughter  of  Isaac  and 
Helen  (McDowell)  Coale  of  Baltimore.  They  had  four  sons: 

a.  HENRY  BRISCOE,  JR.,  1894-1940.  In  1917  he  married  Anne 
Mason  Banks,  daughter  of  Anne  Mason  Wilson  and  Andrew  Banks, 
Jr.,  and  they  had  four  sons: 

HENRY  BRISCOE,  bom  1918.  In  1946  he  married  Rebecca 
Nicholson  Lucas,  bom  1920,  and  they  have  three 
girls : 

REBECCA  LUCAS,  born  1947. 

ANN  MASON,  born  1948. 

MARGARET  BRISCOE,  bom  1950. 

ROBERT  MASON,  bom  1920.  In  1951  lie  married  Helen  Whit- 
ridge  Bruce,  and  they  have  three  children: 

HELEN  WHITRIDGE,  born  1952. 

ELIZABETH  COURTS,  born  1954. 

ROBERT  MASON,  JR.,  bom  1958. 

JAMES  RICHARD,  bom  1925.  He  married  Mary  McCormick, 
bom  in  1927,  and  they  have  four  children: 

MARY  STUART,  bom  1951. 

JAMES  RICHARD,  JR.,  bom  1955. 

HENRY  BRISCOE,  bom  1957. 

WILLIAM  McCORMICK,  bom  1962. 

ANDREW  BANKS,  bom  1927.  In  1956  he  married  Dorothy 
Ridge ly,  and  they  have  two  children: 

ANDREW  BANKS,  JR.,  born  1958. 

EMILY  POWELL,  bom  1960. 

b.  JAMES  RICHARD,  1896-1898. 

c.  EDWARD  McDOWELL ,  1899-1941. 

d.  JAMES  WALTER,  1909-1940.  In  1937  he  married  Camilla  Hopkins 
Howard.  They  had  a  daughter, 

HELEN  CAREY  COALE,  born  1939. 
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6.  WARING,  1866-1927,  married  Margaret  Creamer  of  San  Francisco. 
They  had  one  daughter, 

a.  RUTH,  who  died  about  1937. 

7.  N  ANN  IF. ,  born  1869,  died  in  infancy. 

8.  MARY  ELLA  LEWIS,  bom  1879  ,  now  living  in  Baltimore.  In  1902 
she  married  her  cousin,  Thomas  Rowland  Thomas ,  1874-1923,  son  of  Dr. 
James  and  Nannie  (Nelson)  Thomas ,  she  the  daughter  of  William  Douglas 
Nelson  of  Westmoreland  County,  Virginia. 


"VE  LA  13R00KE"  SRA'JCH 

GEORGE  THOMAS,  1791-1856,  was  the  second  son  of  Major,  William  and 
Catherine  (Beaman)  Thomas,  lie  graduated  from  Charlotte  ilall  in  1809. 
lie  was  First-Lieutenant  in  Captain  Forrest's  4th  Maryland  Calvary  in 
the  War  of  1812.  From  1822  to  1832  he  was  Judge  of  the  Orphans  Court 
of  St.  Mary's  County.  He  married  Mary  Tubman  (who  died  in  1872), 
daughter  of  Major  Henry  and  Elizabeth  (Sothoron)  Tubman  of  St.  Mary's 
and  granddaughter  cf  Henry  Greenfield  and  Mary  (Bond)  Sothoron  of 
Chapticc  Manor.  'Ihey  had  eight  children: 

1.  ELIZA  CATHERINE,  1812-1895.  She  married  James  John  Forbes  of  St, 
Mary's  County,  Lieut.  IJSN,  son  of  .James  John  and  Eleanor  (Lane) 
Forbes.  There  were  three  daughters: 

a.  MARY  GEORGE  FCRBFS . 

b.  FATHERIN'}.  FORBES,  who  married  F.  Fleckenstine. 

c.  ELIZALFTH  JANE  FORBES,  who  married  Joseph  Fcrd  Shaw,  son  of  Dr. 
Joseph  Ford  and  Rebecca  (Thomas)  Shaw  of  Shaw's  Retreat,  St. 

Mary ' s  County,  he  the  son  of  the  Rev.  Neale  Hamnell  and  Ann 
(Ford)  Shaw,  They  had  eight  children: 

FDWARD  FORD  SHAW,  who  married  Clara  Smith  of  Minnesota.  They 
had  two  girls:  Margaret  and  Jane. 

JAMES  JOHN  FOR  ih.S  SI  I  AW .  iie  married  Harriet  Alexander  Here¬ 
ford  of  '.vest  Virginia,  daughter  of  IJ.S.  Senator  Frank 
ilereford  and  Alice  Canerton.  Ihey  had  three  daughters: 
Alice  Canerton,  Elizabeth  Forbes,  and  Harriet  Hereford. 

JOSCPii  FORD  SHAW,  who  married  Margaret  McGreggor.  Issue: 
Elizabeth,  Margaret,  and  Nelson. 

MARY  CATHERINE  SHAW,  who  married  J.  Frank  Coad,  Vicc-Principal 
of  Charlotte  Hall  Academy.  Issue:  Elizabeth,  Redman, 

Frank,  Catherine,  and  F.leanor. 

CHARLES  ALLISON  NF.ALF  SUM*,  who  married  Lucy  Logan  Cooper. 

JAMES  THOMAS  SHAW. 

ELIZABETH  .FOPBL3  SHAW,  who  married  Louis  llergenrather .  Issue: 
Louis  Forbes,  Elizabeth  Shaw,  Louis,  Deborah,  and  Joseph 
lord  Shaw. 

l'.LLA  MACKEY  SHAW,  who  married  John  Oden(heimer)  .  Issue:  Ann 
Fawcett  and  John. 

2.  MARY  ANN,  1813-1814. 

3.  WILLIAM  HENRY,  1815-1866,  of  "Brambly",  St.  Mary's  County,  ile  was 
Member  of  the  Maryland  Assembly,  1840-42,  1844.  In  1845  he  married 
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Eleanor  Mackubin  (1827-1901),  daughter  of  George  and  Eleanor  (Mac- 
cubin)  Mackubin,  who  was  for  many  years  Treasurer  of  .Vary land.  They 
had  six  children: 

a.  MARY,  1848-1893  (or  -1899).  She  married  George  R.  Garner  and 
had  issue:  Lola  Wood,  Henry,  William,  Catherine  who  married 
Frank  Matthews,  Eleanor  who  married  Dr.  French  Owens,  and  Mary 
who  married  S.  Sprigg  Reeves. 

b.  MATILDA,  1850-1908. 

c.  JOHN  TRUMAN  HAWKINS,  1856-1940,  of  "Brambly”.  For  many  years 
he  was  Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Trustees,  Charlotte  Hall. 

d.  GEORGE,  M.D.,  1858-1897,  diagnostician  and  Secretary  of  the 
College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons  (which  in  later  years  was 
incorporated  into  the  U.  of  Md.)  .  In  1888  lie  married  Elizabeth 
Merriwether  Hammond  (1861-1945),  daughter  of  Judge  Edward  and 
Mary  Catherine  (Mackubin)  Hammond  of  Howard  County.  Issue: 

ELEANOR  MACKUBIN,  1892-1931. 

CTORGE,  bom  1895.  In  1946  he  married  Katherine  Rose  Dudley 
born  1904,  daughter  of  Charles  Bradford  and  Anna  Comegys 
Dudley.  They  reside  in  Baltimore. 

e.  WILLIAM  HENRY,  1861-1924,  of  Westminster,  Maryland,  Chief  Judge 
of  the  Fifth  Judicial  District  of  Maryland  and  Associate  Judge 
of  the  Court  of  Appeals.  In  1889  he  married  Catherine  Agnes 
Roberts  (1871-1952) ,  daughter  of  the  Hon.  Charles  Boyle  Roberts 
a  judge  of  the  Fifth  Circuit  and  from  1884  to  1888  Attorney-Gen 
eral  of  Maryland,  and  Annie  M.  Mathias.  Issue: 

CHARLES  ROBERTS,  M.D. ,  born  1891,  of  Chattanooga,  Tennessee. 
He  married  Louise  Raht  Llewellyn,  bom  1894.  They  have 
two  children: 

MATILDA,  bom  1921.  In  1951  she  married  Daniel  West 
Oehnig. 

WILLIAM  HENRY,  bom  1933.  In  1956  he  married  Margaret 
Mathews . 

ELEANOR  CARROLL  MACKUBIN,  1892-1949. 

CATHERINE  AGNES  ROBERTS,  1895-1956.  She  married  William 
Grant  Schwarz  and  they  have  two  children: 

ELEANOR  MACKUBIN  THOMAS  who  married  Paul  Wood,  and 

ANN  ELIZABETH  THOMAS  who  married  Albert  Haskell,  Jr, 

ANN  ELIZABETH  ROBERTS,  bom  1898.  In  1918  she  married 
William  Ritchie  Semans  and  they  have  two  children: 

WILLIAM  RITCHIE,  JR.,  born  1919.  In  1944  he  married 
Ann-Rosemary  Conyers. 

TRUMAN  THOMAS,  born  1926.  In  1961  he  married  Nellie 
Merrick . 

f.  SARAH  CLARE,  1864-1883. 


4. 


MARY , 

a. 

b. 

c. 


bom  1818.  She  married  James  Luckett.  Issue: 

JAMES  LUCKETT. 

WILLIAM  LUCKETT. 

MARY  LUCKETT,  who  married  a  Mr.  Stewart.  They  had  a  daughter, 
MARY  VIRGINIA  STEWART. 


5.  DOROTHY  ANN,  1819-1883.  She  married  (1st)  Mortimer  Smith  and  (2nd) 
John  Henry  Turner,  M.D.  There  were  issue  from  both  marriages  and 
family  names  include: 


STODDERT 

GANTT 

POGUE 
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6.  JAMES,  M.D.,  1822-1892,  graduate  of  Princeton,  1845,  received  his  M.D. 
from  University  of  Maryland  in  1847.  He  married  (1st)  in  1852  Sara 
Clare  Mackubin,  died  1864,  daughter  of  George  and  Eleanor  (Maccubin) 
Mackubin  of  Annapolis  [see  top  page  139],  lie  married  (2nd)  in  1868 
Nannie  Nelson,  only  child  of  IVillian  Douglas  and  Letty  E.  (Chandler) 
Nelson  of  Wes tmore land  County,  Virginia.  [Note  that  the  latter  was 
the  recipient  of  letter  written  by  Zarvona  in  prison  which  is  repro¬ 
duced  in  the  final  section  of  this  book.] 

issue  by  first  marriage 

a.  GEORGE  MACKUBTN,  born  1854,  Principal  of  Charlotte  liall  Academy 
since  1892.  He  married  Minnie  Fauntleroy  Bond  of  Port  Deposit, 
Maryland.  They  had  a  daughter 

VIRGINIA  DOUGLAS. 

b.  MAY  TUBMAN,  1858-1861. 

c.  JAMES,  bom  1860. 

d.  CLARENCE  WOOD,  born  1862.  He  married  Susan  V.  Cooper.  Issue: 

JAMES,  born  1893. 

MARTHA  CARRETSON ,  born  1894. 

issue  by  second  marriage 

a.  WILLIAM  DOUGLAS  NELSON,  1870-1924.  In  1906  he  married  Elizabeth 
Steuart  Calvert,  bom  1882,  daughter  of  Charles  Baltimore  and 
Eleanor  (Mackubin)  Calvert;  she  now  resides  in  Baltimore.  There 
were  six  children: 

ELIZABETH  STEUART,  bom  1907.  In  1928  she  married  Walter 
Rhodes  Byrd,  born  1898,  son  of  Johannes  Littleton  Byrd. 
They  have  two  children: 

ELIZABETH  STEUART  THOMAS  BYPD ,  born  1929.  In  1952  she 
married  Braxton  Dallam  Mitchell,  born  1929.  Issue: 
CHARLES  WELLMAN  MITCHELL,  bom  195  4. 

BRAXTON  DALLAM  MITCHELL,  bom  1956. 

WALTER  BYRD  MITCHELL,  bom  1957. 

THOMAS  NELSON  MITCHELL,  bom  1959. 

ELEANOR  MACKUBIN  CALVERT  BYRD,  bom  1931.  In  1952  she 
married  Maynard  Teall,  born  1924.  Issue: 

ELEANOR  MACKUBIN  TEALL,  born  1952. 

MAYNARD  TEALL,  JR.,  bom  1955,  died  in  infancy. 
JOHANNES  LITTLETON  BYRD  TEALL,  bom  1957. 

NANCY  BYRD  TEALL,  bom  1959. 

NANNIE:  NELSON,  bom  1909,  died  in  infancy. 

WILLIAM  DOUGLAS  NELSON,  JR.,  bom  1910.  In  1942  he  married 
Anna  Catherine  Flad,  bom  1916.  They  have  one  son: 
RODERICK  McCULLOUCM  THOMAS,  JR.,  bom  1944. 

THOMAS  ROWLAND,  JR.,  bom  1913.  In  1950  he  married  Kirke 
Cary  Neltnor.  They  have  one  son: 

THOMAS  ROWLAND,  III,  bom  1954. 

AMELIA  BOWIE,  bom  1914.  In  1940  she  married  John  Brome 
Morsell,  bom  1904.  They  have  three  girls: 

AMELIA  BOWIE  MORSELL,  bom  1942. 

SALLY  BOWEN  MORSELL,  born  1946. 

JAQUELINE  BROME  MORSELL,  bom  1951 
CALVERT,  bom  1916.  In  1943  he  married  Margaret  Somervell 
Berry,  bom  1921.  They  have  three  children: 

CALVERT  BOWIE,  bom  1946. 

CAROLYN  BROOKE,  bom  1949. 

DOUGLAS,  JR.,  bom  1952. 

b.  MARY  SMITH,  1871-1933.  In  1923  she  married  Charles  Segars. 
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c.  THOMAS  ROWLAND,  1874-1923,  prominent  Baltimore  banker,  president 
of  the  Maryland  Bankers'  Association,  president  of  the  National 
Bank  of  Baltimore,  and  chairman  of  the  board  of  the  Century  Trust 
Company.  He  was  a  graduate  of  Charlotte  Hall  Academy.  He  served 
as  Captain  in  the  5th  Maryland  Regiment  in  the  Spanish-American 
War.  In  1902  he  married  his  cousin  Mary  Ella  Lewis  Thomas,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  James  Richard  and  Jeanette  Eleanor  (Briscoe)  Thomas,  and 
granddaughter  of  Gov.  James  Thomas.  [See  also  page  136,  8.  page 
138,  and  6.  page  140.] 

d.  BEVERLY  PEYTON,  bom  1875,  died  in  infancy. 

e.  RODERICK  McCULLOUGH,  1877-1961.  In  1923  he  married  Hattie  Vir¬ 
ginia  Kelly,  daughter  of  Dr.  J.  Eley  Kelly  and  Hattie  Birdsong 
Rives;  she  now  resides  in  Coral  Gables,  Florida. 

f.  DOUGLAS,  1880-1933,  president  of  the  Century  Trust  Company  in 
Baltimore.  In  1905  he  married  Catherine  Bowie  Clagett,  daughter 
of  Thomas  Jefferson  Clagett  and  Catherine  Waring  Bowie,  daughter 
of  Ma j .  Thomas  Fielder  Bowie  of  "The  Valley",  Prince  George's 
County.  Issue: 

CATHERINE  BOWIE  CLAGETT,  1919-1920. 

DOUGLAS,  Jr.,  bom  1924,  killed  in  air  crash  1944. 

g.  ANITA,  bom  1882,  now  residing  in  Baltimore. 

7.  A  daughter,  bom  1824,  died  same  day. 

8.  MATILDA,  1825-1844,  unmarried. 

"CREMONA"  BRANCH 


WILLIAM  THOMAS,  M.D.,  1793-1849,  was  the  third  son  of  Major  William 
and  Catherine  (Boarman)  Thomas .  He  studied  under  Dr.  Physick  in  Phila¬ 
delphia  and  received  his  M.D.  in  1814  from  the  Philadelphia  Medical  Col¬ 
lege.  He  married  (first)  in  1818  Elizabeth  Tubman,  daughter  of  Major 
Henry  and  Mary  (Sothoron)  Tubman  of  St.  Mary's,  and  granddaughter  of 
Henry  Greenfield  and  Mary  (Bond)  Sothoron  of  Charles  County.  He  married 
(second)  in  1828  Elizabeth  Lansdale,  1801-1882,  daughter  of  Dr.  William 
Lansdale  of  "Enfield  Chase",  Prince  George's  County  and  Mary  Reeder,  she 
the  daughter  of  Dr.  Harry  Reeder  of  St.  Mary's  and  Elizabeth  Cunningham 
of  Charles  County.  There  were  four  children  by  the  first  marriage  and 
seven  children  by  the  second. 

issue  by  first  marriage 

1.  PERCIVAL,  who  died  in  infancy. 

2.  JANE  ADELIA,  1819-1881.  She  married  Dr.  Henry  Ford  of  Leonardtown. 
They  had  six  children: 

a.  ELIZABETH  LANSDALE  FORD,  died  unmarried  in  1907. 

b.  ROSA  HILL  FORD. 

C.  LEWIS  FORD,  died  unmarried  in  1893, 

d.  WILLIAM  HENRY  FORD,  died  unmarried  in  1893. 

e.  ANN  MARY  FORD,  died  1898.  She  married  William  Greenwell. 

f.  MARIA  LOUISA  FORD.  She  married  Walter  Hanson  Stone  Briscoe 
of  "Sotterly",  St.  Mary's  County.  They  had  a  son: 

JOHN  HENRY  THOMAS  BRISCOE. 
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3.  ANN,  1822-1863.  In  1840  she  married  Col.  James  T.  Blakistone,  lawyer, 
of  Leonardtown.  They  had  nine  children: 

a.  WILLIAM  THOMAS  BLAKISTONE.  In  1861  he  resigned  from  West  Point 
Military  Academy  and  enlisted  in  Capt.  Wm.  H.  Murray's  company, 
Confederate  States  Army.  He  served  in  every  campaign  to  Gettys¬ 
burg,  at  which  battle  he  received  his  death  wound  in  1863.  He 
was  Orderly  Sergeant  of  his  company,  his  commission  as  Captain 
reaching  his  family  after  his  death. 

b.  ELIZABETH  BLAKISTONE,  died  1913. 

c.  TEACKLE  WALLIS  BLAKISTONE,  lawyer,  died  1909. 

d.  WALTER  BLAKISTONE,  died  1890.  He  married  Sarah  Sinclair,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Capt.  Arthur  Sinclair,  C.S.N.,  and  his  wife  Lelia.  They 
had  four  children: 

ANN  THOMAS  BLAKISTONE. 

WALTER  BLAKISTONE,  died  1902. 

LELIA  SINCLAIR  BLAKISTONE.  She  married  William  Bayless. 

JANE  T.  BLAKISTONE.  She  married  Joseph  R.  Foard.  Issue: 

ADDISON  K.  FOARD,  who  married  Mary  Hobson. 

WALLIS  BLAKISTONE  FOARD,  1884-1895. 

ELIZABETH  BLAKISTONE  FOARD,  who  married  H.  Howard  Ellison. 

e.  NANNIE  THOMAS  BLAKISTONE,  died  1898.  She  married  William  M. 

Conway  of  Baltimore.  They  had  a  daughter: 

ELLA  BLAKISTONE  CONWAY. 

f.  ELLA  R.  BLAKISTONE,  who  died  1880,  unmarried. 

g.  GEORGE  BLAKISTONE,  lawyer  and  banker.  He  was  president  of  the 
Union  Trust  Company  of  Baltimore.  In  1892  he  married  Maud  Price, 
daughter  of  T.  Buchanan  Price.  They  had  two  sons: 

GEORGE  BLAKISTONE,  bom  1894. 

T.  BUCHANAN  BLAKISTONE,  bom  1895. 

h.  JAMES  T.  BLAKISTONE,  who  died  in  1912. 

i.  ANDREW  BLAKISTONE. 

4.  JOHN  HENRY,  1824-1898,  of  "Trent  Hall",  Baltimore  attorney.  In  1851 
he  married  Mary  Thomas  Lieper,  died  1893,  daughter  of  George  Gray  and 
Elizabeth  (Thomas)  Lieper  of  Delaware  County,  Pennsylvania.  Issue: 

a.  GEORGE  LIEPER,  1852-1912,  unmarried. 

b.  WILLIAM,  1854-1857. 

c.  ELIZA  SNOWDEN. 


issue  by  second  marriage 

1.  WILLIAM  LANSDALE,  1829-1900,  unmarried. 

2.  MARIA,  1831-1910,  unmarried. 

3.  AURELIA,  1833-18xx. 

4.  SUSAN,  1835-1908.  In  1856  she  married  the  Rev.  Walter  A.  Mitchell, 
son  of  the  Rev.  C.  11.  B.  and  Lucinda  (Compton)  Mitchell.  Issue: 

a.  ELIZABETH  LANSDALE  MITCHELL,  who  married  the  Rt.  Rev.  Joseph 

Blount  Cheshire,  Bishop  of  North  Carolina. 

b.  LUCINDA  COMPTON  MITCHELL,  1859-1861. 

c.  MARY  THOMAS  MITCHELL. 

d.  EDWIN  MITCHELL ,  1864-1902,  unmarried. 

5.  KATE,  1835-1934  (the  last  to  leave  "Cremona"). 

6.  SOPHIA,  1837-192x,  who  married  the  Rev.  William  Christian  of  Virginia. 

7.  EDWIN,  died  in  1888  unmarried.  He  was  an  officer  in  the  Confederate 
Army. 
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"MATTAPANV"  BRANCH 


MAJ.  RIQ1ARD  THOMAS ,  whose  portrait  appears  as  a  frontispiece  to 
this  book,  was  born  June  1797,  and  he  died  30  October  1849.  For  many 
years  he  was  Member  of  the  Maryland  Assembly  from  St.  Mary's  County. 

He  was  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Delegates  from  1830  to  1831  after  which 
he  was  elected  to  the  Senate,  and  was  President  of  that  body  from  1836 
to  1843.  He  was  President  of  the  Maryland  Colonization  Society.  He 
married  JANE  WALLACE  ARMSTRONG,  born  1789,  died  20  March  1871,  the 
daughter  of  James  and  Jane  (Cocks)  Armstrong. 

According  to  notes  in  my  father's  handwriting,  we  have  the  follow¬ 
ing  information  regarding  the  ARMSTRONG  family: 

SEPTUM  VAN  WYCK  was  bom  in  Bucks  County,  Pennsylvania,  and  moved 
to  New  York  after  the  Revolution,  lie  had  a  daughter, 

LYDIA  VAN  WYCK,  who  married  ROBERT  OGDEN.  They  had  a  daughter, 

CATHERINE  OGDEN,  bom  1732,  died  14  July  1832,  buried  at  Faith 
Church,  Baltimore,  who  married  ROBERT  COCKS.  They  had  a  daughter, 

JANE  COCKS,  bom  1764,  died  6  December  1816,  who  married  JAMES 
ARMSTRONG,  bom  1755  ,  died  1823  ,  both  of  whom  are  buried  at  Faith  Church. 
They  had  at  least  three  children: 

JANE  WALLACE  ARMSTRONG  (1789-1871)  who  married  RICHARD  THOMAS, 

EDWARD  ARMSTRONG,  and 

CATHERINE  ARMSTRONG,  bom  1785,  died  10  February  1860,  and  who 
married  WILLIAM  HAYS.  Among  their  children  was 

CATHERINE  HAYS,  who  married  ST.  GEORGE  TEAKLE  [who 
is  probably  the  same  Dr.  Teakle  whose  interview 
I  give  on  page  121] . 

Major  Richard  Thomas  and  Jane  Armstrong  Thomas  had  four  sons,  as 
given  on  page  135.  I  heard  of  Andrew  only  recently.  He  is  not  mentioned 
in  Mackenzie,  and  his  name  does  not  appear  in  Father's  notes.  Mr.  Fenwick 
mentions  him  in  his  article  on  "Mattapany",  given  later  in  this  book,_and 
his  source  of  information  was  the  Deed  of  Trust,  dated  24  January  1840, 
which  is  given  following  Mr.  Fenwick's  article.  The  latter  reference 
also  gives  the  names  of  a  number  of  Armstrongs,  although  their  relation¬ 
ship  to  one  another  is  not  always  clear.  The  second  son,  Richard,  was 
rarely,  if  ever,  referred  to  as  Richard,  Jr.;  his  friends,  in  his  early 
life,  called  him  Dick;  in  later  life  he  usually  was  known  by  his  legalized 
name  of  Zarvona.  The  third  son,  to  my  knowledge,  was  always  called 
George  but,  in  later  life,  was  referred  to  as  Captain  George.  The  fourth 
son,  James  William,  was  frequently  called  Jimmy. 

Major  Thomas  was  loved  and  respected.  His  death  was  sudden,  when  in 
the  prime  of  his  life.  A  Baltimore  newspaper,  dated  Friday  afternoon, 
November  2,  1849,  gives  the  following  account: 

"DEATH  OF  A  DISTINGUISHED  MARYLANDER. --We  deeply  regret  to  learn  that 
the  Hon.  RICHARD  THOMAS,  of  St.  Mary's  county,  died  of  apoplexy  at  his 
residence  on  Tuesday  last.  He  had  mounted  his  horse  and  had  gone  to  the 
shore  of  the  river  for  the  purpose  of  superintending  in  person  the  load¬ 
ing  of  his  vessel.  He  had  scarcely  reached  it  when  he  was  attacked  by  a 
rushing  of  blood  to  his  head,  and  carried  to  his  overseer's  house  near 
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by,  and  there  expired.  Few  men  possessed  a  larger  share  of  the  affec¬ 
tions  of  his  fellow-citizens,  or  more  justly  deserved  them.  He  filled 
many  responsible  public  stations;  had  represented  St.  Mary's  (the  county 
of  his  birth)  in  both  branches  of  the  State  Legislature,  and  presided 
over  the  Senate  for  six  years.  His  death  is  a  public  loss,  and  a  pri¬ 
vate  calamity,  which  the  public  councils  will  feel,  and  his  family  and 
friends  never  cease  to  mourn." 

Another  obituary  of  Richard  Thomas  is  given  below: 

ST.  WARD'S  BEACON. 

LEONARDTOWN,  MD. 

THURSDAY  MORNING,  NOV.  1,  1849. 

DEATH  OF  RICHARD  THOMAS 

We  deeply  regret  to  announce  the  death  of  the  Hon.  RICHARD  THOMAS,  of 
this  county,  who  died  at  his  residence  on  Tuesday  last.  Mr.  T. ,  we  un¬ 
derstand,  seemed  to  be  in  excellent  health  in  the  morning,  and  started  to 
ride  over  his  farm;  he  had  left  the  house,  however,  but  a  short  time  when 
he  was  found  by  one  of  his  servants  lying  in  the  road,  speechless,  having 
apparently  been  taken  suddenly  ill  and  fallen  from  his  horse.  He  was  im¬ 
mediately  conveyed  to  his  house,  but  survived  only  a  few  hours. 

Mr.  Thomas  was  a  courteous,  high-toned  and  talented  gentleman,  and  by 
his  social  virtues  and  his  public  usefulness  had  become  endeared  to  the 
people  of  St.  Mary's  and  won  for  himself  an  enviable  distinction  through¬ 
out  the  State.  He  had  repeatedly  served  in  the  Legislature,  and  for 
several  years  was  President  of  the  State  Senate--a  station  which  he 
filled  with  distinguished  ability.  For  some  time  previous  to  his  death, 
Mr.  T.  was  looked  to  as  one  among  those  most  likely  to  succeed  to  the 
vacancy  in  the  United  States  Senate  occasioned  by  the  resignation  of  the 
Hon.  Reverdy  Johnson.  He  is  gone,  however ; --and  having  died  at  a  period 
when  his  experience  and  matured  judgment  had  qualified  him  for  greater 
usefulness,  his  death  may  be  truly  regarded  as  a  public  loss. 

The  remains  of  Mr.  Thomas  will  be  interred  today,  at  "Deep  Falls", 
the  residence  of  the  widow  of  the  late  Ex-Governor  James  Thomas. 

*  *  * 


The  portrait  of  Richard  Thomas,  the  frontispiece  of  this  book,  was 
done  by  Charles  Balthazar  Julien  Fevret  de  Saint-Memin  (1770-1852).  It 
was  St.-Memin's  method  to  take  a  life-size  portrait  in  profile  with 
black  crayon  on  pinkish  paper,  using  the  phys iono trace ,  a  machine  inven¬ 
ted  by  a  Frenchman  named  Chretien  and  perfected  by  St.-Memin.  This  en¬ 
abled  him  to  reproduce  faithfully  not  only  the  profile,  but  the  dressing 
of  the  hair,  the  neckwear,  and  the  clothing.  The  original  life-size 
drawing,  together  with  additional  engraved  prints,  were  sold  to  the  sit¬ 
ter  for  thirty- three  dollars,  a  tidy  sum  in  that  day.  Portraits  of 
practically  all  distinguished  Americans  of  the  first  part  of  the  nine¬ 
teenth  century  were  done  by  St . -Mem in ,  he  often  being  invited  as  house 
guest  while  the  work  progressed.  Since  the  artist  left  finally  this 
country  in  1814  for  his  native  Dijon  (France),  Richard  could  not  have 
been  older  than  17  years  when  the  portrait  was  done.  It  was  found  in 
the  attic  at  Mattapany  and  doomed  to  the  trash  heap  when  it  was  rescued, 
badly  crushed  and  damaged  by  silver  fish.  The  original  is  in  posession 
of  George  (Tazewell)  Thomas.  Cousin  Margaret  (Mrs.  John  H.)  kindly  had 
copies  made  for  inclusion  in  this  book. 
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At  the  time  of  Richard's  death,  his  youngest  son  Jimmy  was  at  home, 
George  was  attending  Charlotte  Hall  Military  Academy,  and  Dick,  age  16, 
we  may  assume  was  at  Oxford,  a  private  military  academy  in  Talbot  County 
(he  was  to  enter  West  Point  the  following  July).  Six  weeks  after  his 
father's  death,  George,  then  14  years  of  age,  wrote  to  my  little  grand¬ 
father  the  letter  reproduced  below.  The  handwriting  is  mature,  the 
letters  well-formed,  and  there  are  flourishes  here  and  there.  The  letter 
previews  the  man  yet  to  be.  He  signs  his  name  with  "Jr.",  perhaps  that 
he  not  be  confused  with  his  uncle  of  the  same  name. 


Charlotte  Halt 
Dec  9th,  1849 

dear  Brother, 

1  have  [or  several  mails  past  returned  [rom  the  posto  [[ice 
much  disappointed  as  J  have  not  deceived  a  letter  [rom  home  by  mail  since 
I  have  been  back  at  Charlotte  Hall ,  still  I  mill  toy  not  to  let  you  [Ind 
the  same  [alt  In  me.  The  boys  one  at  present  very  joyful  in  anticipation 
o[  &&  joy*  which  await  thm  at  home:  [or  my  pant  I  shall  be  very  glad 
when  that  holy  day  comes  round  which  gave  birth  to  him ,  Our  Holy  Savior, 
who  came  Into  this  world  to  save  sinners .  Ought  we  not  then  when  that 
joyous  [estival  returns,  to  return  thanks  to  Almighty  God  [on.  havelng 
sent  this  only  son  to  dye  a  death  upon  the  caoss  the  most  dread [ul  o[  all 
deaths  to  save  slnnens  [nom  eternal  damnation  and  bnlng  thm  to  repen¬ 
tance?  Should  it  not  be  a  joy[ul  [day]  amongst  Christians:  Alas!  It 
would  be  a  joy[ul  day  with  us  were  it  not  [or  the  absence  o[  one  1  need 
not  mention  whom  [or  you  my  Dear  Brother  know  to  whom  I  allude  but  i [  we 
put  our  trust  in  God  he  will  alleviate  our  sorrows  and  will  allow  us  to 
meet  In  heaven  the  dearest  [rlend  we  ever  had .  My  Dear  Brother  you  are 
now  nearly  ten  years  old  and  should  study  very  hard  l[  evil  boys  should 
tempt  you  think  what  your  [other  would  wish  were  he  alive ;  l[  you  do  so 
you  can  resist  every  tmptatlon  which  is  o[[ered  you  though  it  may  glit¬ 
ter  as  gold ;  you  should  be  a  good  boy  my  Dear  Brother  [or  in  no  other 
way  can  you  again  behold  Our  Vear  Father .  I  am  in  good  health  and  hope 
you  all  enjoy  the  same  blessing ,  Ask  Mother  to  send  [or  me  next  Wednes¬ 
day,  Give  my  love  to  all, 

Vour  a[[  Brother 

George  Thomas  Jr, 

PS  Phllly  says  " please  ask  his  [other  to  let  him  come  home  with  me  as 
he  is  very  homesick":  he  sends  his  love  to  all, 

Vours 

Geo  Thomas  Jr, 

The  double-page  sheet  was  folded  and  addressed  on  the  outer  fold: 

To  Master  James  U/T  Thomas 
Care  o[  MAS  Richard  Thomas 
Great  Mills 

St,  Marys  Co,,  Md, 


The  Mattapany  branch  of  the  Thomas  family  may  be  considered  to  date 
from  1840,  the  year  that  Richard  and  Jane  Armstrong  acquired  Mattapany. 
Since  their  first  two  sons  had  no  issue,  this  branch  consists  of  Captain 
George  and  James  William  and  their  issue,  given  on  the  immediate  follow¬ 
ing  pages. 


145 


-  ' 1  -  -  •  ■  •  ‘  -  f  1  •  •'  •  -• 

ar’j  L»nn  •;  >a  i j/l it  nolJ  ors  9r^df  job  t  >aarro;  law  *i allai 
.am  >n  aott  aril  lo  sionu  eh l  /fliw  bt  :u  «i  yj  a  l  ion  ad 


i  fid  bnn  noJ&jjrtftt&b  San ivs%s  '  .si  n  o.  o5  .^Xftab 

y  >  -vra  ste  *t  icj>  siou*.  ajj  ifriv  \r  .  3,  •>.  i>  a  sd  b5jjou» 

,hr>^  asv.n  tasiA}  >4i»A&$b  n,s y&^d  n>  5$  am 

•,  '.  A.  r  'M  U.S  ♦  ,  ?*•  '  4  *i'  i  S«.aA  .V'  ,;»0\'  2  :5a  a>0\J 

A  j^v/V 

.  .  -  %.■  c  .  .  2  :  '■■•  iS  .  \ 

uJ^Kt  \ 

,  Old «A>fi  * 

-U  ft')  .  >.t  bj  f  >vbl o'  e  w  i*ari2  »3*>q«aiduob  s/fT 

At1"*  T  !  :ivj  i&ftbl.  J  O’V 

U>  a  '  v  .ait:  iJ'M  ^  i  six') 

<  *  vW  Vac'j^) 

kbtt  t.cO  Aujsa!) 


£  an  *  <\  y.  ,*-  vf  -  m  ;»♦  *  iff  V  fc  f  o'  \i«q  1 11iU4  «-rT 

.an  -ici  .irtt  ,  t*«i  on  *d  -  ivoa  owl  1»tc5  tiaril  »on;8 
nlio5  olfiibeeuni  tit*  no  nsvx^  xia/fl  br«  pxx!  iiW  2»;ust.  bn*  sgiooD 


DESCENDANTS  OF  CAPTAIN  GEORGE  THOMAS 


CAPTAIN  GEORGE  THOMAS 
1835-1903 
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CAPT.  GEORGE  THOMAS  was  born  6  August  1835  and  died  14  May  1903. 

He. was  Captain  of  Company  A,  2nd  Maryland  Regiment,  C.S.A.  He  married 

23  October  1866  ELLEN  OGLE  BEALL,  bom  21  October  1841,  died  30  October 

1909.  She  was  the  daughter  of  the  Rev.  Upton  and  Louisa  (Ogle)  Beall. 

[See  Beall  and  Ogle  families,  volumes  II  and  III  of  "Colonial  Families".] 

There  were  nine  children: 

1.  RICHARD  BROOKE,  bom  27  January  1868.  He  died  in  1875.  (see  also  9. 
below.) 

2.  JOHN  HENRY,  bom  3  August  1869,  died  17  May  1931,  of  Boston  and  New 
York.  On  19  January  1916  he  married  Margaret  Hale  of  Boston.  She 
is  the  daughter  of  Josiah  L.  and  Annie  S.  (Pierce)  Hale  and  now  re¬ 
sides  in  New  Haven,  Connecticut.  They  had  one  daughter, 

a.  ANNE  PIERCE,  bom  21  June  1917.  On  14  November  1944  she  mar¬ 
ried  George  W.  Conklin,  now  of  Woodb ridge,  Connecticut. 

(1)  MARGARET  ANNE  (Holly),  bom  14  August  1945. 

(2)  IOLA  SCHMIDLAPP  (Mimi)  ,  bom  6  August  1948. 

3.  REV.  UPTON  BEALL,  bom  31  March  1871,  died  in  November  1937,  of  Troy, 
Ohio.  He  married  22  January  1907  Emily  Hoffman,  daughter  of  Charles 
and  Emily  (Johnston)  Hoffman. 

a.  UPTON  BEALL,  JR.,  bom  16  September  1908,  of  Summit,  New  Jersey. 
On  12  June  1937  he  married  Joan  Elizabeth  Annan  Rose*,  daughter 
of  Jack  Manley  and  Grace  Norton  Rose. 

(1)  RICHARD  NORTON,  bom  6  July  1938.  He  married  28  November 
1959  Elaine  Virginia  Elmer,  bom  4  November  1941. 

(a)  CHRISTOPHER  NORTON,  bom  4  July  1960. 

(b)  LISA  ARMSTRONG ,  bom  12  April  1962. 

(2)  JANE  ARMSTRONG,  born  9  April  1940. 


b.  ELLEN  OGLE,  bom  21  January  1911,  now  of  Elkhart,  Indiana. 

c.  DOROTHEA,  born  22  June  1916,  now  of  Frostburg,  Maryland. 

d.  EDITH,  born  13  October  1919.  She  married  in  July  1937  James 
Kessler. 

(1)  JUDITH  GILMOR  KESSLER,  bom  16  February  1938. 

(2)  WILLIAM  R.  KESSLER,  bom  6  July  1939. 

(3)  JANE  THOMAS  KESSLER,  bom  12  November  1944. 

(4)  JAMES  BRINKMAN  KESSLER,  bom  30  March  1951. 
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4.  TAZEWELL  TAYLOR,  of  the  Baltimore  Bar,  born  9  September  1872,  died 
in  July  1942.  On  23  September  1903  he  married  Maria  Antonia  Vall- 
Spinosa,  daughter  of  the  Rev.  Z.  Vall-Spinosa  of  Barcelona,  Spain 
and  Carolina  Armstrong  Toro  of  Madrid,  Spain. 


a.  GEORGE  (TAZEWELL),  bom  16  September  1905,  now  of  Perkasie, 
Pennsylvania.  On  25  May  1946  he  married  Helen  Muir  Edwards. 

He  adopted  middle  name  to  lessen  the  confusion  between  himself 
and  his  first  cousin,  George  Calvert,  when  at  Episcopal  High. 

(1)  HILDA  EDWARDS,  bom  27  September  1948. 

(2)  HELEN  (NELL)  RUSSEL,  bom  28  March  1951. 

b.  HILDA  VALL-SPINOSA,  bom  2  January  1909,  now  of  Garrison,  Mary¬ 
land.  On  8  June  1935  she  married  Thomas  Davis  Mumford,  of  New 
York.  He  died  25  November  1955. 

(1)  PHILIP  GURDON  MUMFORD,  bom  10  May  1937. 

(2)  MARIA  HILDA  MUMFORD,  bom  15  January  1941. 

(3)  KATHARINE  THOMAS  MUMFORD,  bom  3  February  1942. 

(4)  THOMAS  TAZEWELL  MUMFORD,  bom  7  May  1947. 

5.  EDWARD  OGDEN,  bom  24  March  1874,  died  7  October  1941,  of  New  York, 
Winchester,  and  Charlottesville.  He  married  (first)  Millicent 
Powell  of  New  York,  with  no  issue.  On  17  September  1917  he  married 
Attillie  Marie  Rottammer,  daughter  of  John  Valentine  Rottammer. 

a.  EDWARD  0.,  bom  30  Jun<^  1918,  now  residing  in  Culver  City,  Cal¬ 
ifornia.  He  married  Teresa  Guzman. 

i 

CAQoU 

(1)  '  EILEEN  G4ARA,  bom  30  September  1952. 

•T 

(2)  VICKY  LYNN,  bom  20  December  1953. 

b.  DR.  GORDON  CLARK  GREGORY,  bom  15  November  1919,  now  of  Darien, 
Connecticut.  He  married  12  June  1948  Barbara  (Bobbie)  Mac¬ 
Donald,  bom  26  September  1926,  daughter  of  Robert  Ralsey  and 
Elizabeth  (Taft)  MacDonald. 

(1)  DEBORAH,  bom  22  March  1951. 

(2)  PAMELA,  bom  16  February  1953. 

c.  TAZEWELL  TAYLOR,  bom  7  February  1921,  of  Culver  City. 

6.  LOUISA  OGLE  (Aunt  Lou),  bom  20  December  1875,  died  30  August  1952 
in  Baltimore. 

7.  RT.  REV.  WILLIAM  MATTHEWS  MERRICK,  bom  3  May  1878,  of  Rio  Grande  do 
Sul,  Brazil,  Bishop  of  Southern  Brazil.  He  died  18  September  1951 
in  Washington,  D.C.  On  25  October  1904  he  married  Sara  (Sarita) 
Elizabeth  Cruikshank,  bom  7  June  1879,  daughter  of  Thomas  Chandler 
and  Lucy  Hooe  (Walke)  Cruikshank. 
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a.  GEORGE  CALVERT,  born  3  October  1905  and  died  20  July  1925. 

b.  JAMES  WALTER,  bom  31  January  1908.  He  married  15  April  1942 
Eleanora  Robertson  Post,  bom  2  April  1913,  daughter  of  William 
Stone  and  Lilian  (Hood)  Post.  They  reside  in  the  Post  family 
home  at  Bemardsvi lie ,  New  Jersey. 

(1)  WILLIAM  POST,  bom  22  February  1944. 

(2)  GEORGE  CALVERT,  bom  5  December  1949. 

c.  LLEWELLYN  CRUIKSHANK,  lawyer,  bom  5  November  1913,  of  Chevy 
Chase,  Maryland.  He  married  12  August  1939  Hilah  Frances  Bryan, 
bom  27  November  1909,  daughter  of  Dr.  William  Minor  Bryan  and 
Henrietta  Kemp  White. 

(1)  HILAH  FRANCES,  bom  3  February  1941. 

(2)  ELIZABETH  WALKE,  bom  23  February  1944. 

(3)  ELLEN  BEALL,  bom  10  August  1945. 

(4)  WILLIAM  MATTHEWS  MERRICK,  bom  26  October  1947. 

8.  KATHARINE,  bom  5  September  1879,  christened  KATE.  She  married  15 
September  1910  Dr.  Henry  Nicholas  Browse  of  New  Martinsville,  West 
Virginia,  where  she  now  resides.  Dr.  Browse  died  24  October  1954. 
Letter  from  "Cousin  Kitty"  is  quoted  on  pages  119-120. 

a.  ELLEN  BEALL,  bom  11  July  1911.  She  married  19  October  1946 
Robert  Lyman  Williston  of  Northampton,  Massachusettes .  They 
now  reside  in  New  Orleans. 

(1)  JOHN  PAYSON  WILLISTON,  bom  13  October  1947. 

(2)  ROBERT  BROWSE  WILLISTON,  bom  6  June  1953. 

b.  ROBERT  HENRY  (Breezo) ,  bom  10  January  1913.  He  married  13 
June  1953  Cintra  Jones,  bom  13  April  1924,  daughter  of  John 
Latta  and  Gertrude  (Ross)  Jones.  Their  home  is  in  Holicong, 
Pennsylvania. 

(1)  NICHOLAS  BROWSE,  bom  13  May  1954. 

(2)  ROBERT  LATTA  BROWSE,  bom  26  February  1956. 

(3)  TIMOTHY  THOMAS  BROWSE,  born  13  April  1959. 

c.  LEONARD  CALVERT,  bom  27  April  1915,  of  New  Martinsville,  West 
Virginia, 

9.  RICHARD  BROOKE,  bom  29  August  1882,  died  31  October  1955,  He  mar¬ 
ried  5  November  1924  Margaret  Louise  Sherman,  daughter  of  William 
Phileo  and  Emma  (Smith)  Sherman.  Cousin  Margaret  lives  in  Red  Wing, 
Minnesota. 
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DESCENDANTS  OF  JAMES  WILLIAM  THOMAS 


JAMES  WILLIAM  THOMAS 
1840-1901 
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JAMES  WILLIAM  THOMAS  was  bom  2  April  1840  and  died  21  December  1901. 
He  was  First  Sergeant  Company  A,  2nd  Maryland  Regiment,  C.S.A. — only  21 
years  of  age  at  the  outbreak  of  the  War  when  he  began  his  DIARY  contained 
herein.  On  17  January  1871  he  married  FANTELINA  SHAW,  bom  9  October 
1842  and  died  15  December  1924  in  Baltimore,  at  the  home  of  her  son,  Arm¬ 
strong.  She  was  the  daughter  of  Dr.  Joseph  Ford  and  Rebecca  (Thomas) 

Shaw  of  St.  Mary's  County.  There  were  five  children. 

1.  CARROLL,  bom  13  October  1871  and  died  in  1936.  On  1  September  1896 
he  married  Margaret  Ellen  Thomas,  bom  3  December  1874  and  died  29 
August  1960.  She  was  the  daughter  of  Barclay  and  Eliza  (Morton) 

Thomas  of  Prince  George's  County.  They  had  one  son, 

a.  JAMES  WILLIAM,  bom  8  February  1903,  now  of  Silver  Spring,  Mary¬ 
land.  On  2  June  1927  Jim  married  Helen  May  Casteel  (Soapy)  ,  bom 
24  February  1908. 

(1)  HELEN  MAY  (Bubbles),  bom  20  March  1928.  On  15  September 
1947  she  married  John  C.  Donohoe,  Jr. 

(a)  JOHN  C.  DONOHOE,  III  (Johnny),  bom  12  August  1948. 

(b)  SHARYN  ANNE  DONOHOE  (Shary)  ,  bom  4  December  1949. 

(c)  MICHAEL  WILLIAM  DONOHOE  (Mike),  bom  21  March  1953. 

(2)  JAMES  WILLIAM,  JR.  (Bill).  On  21  July  1951  he  married 
Patricia  O'Rourke. 

(a)  WILLIAM  PATRICK  (Billy),  bom  5  November  1956. 

(b)  ROBERT  JAMES  (Bobby),  bom  5  August  1959. 

2.  ARMSTRONG,  bom  21  March  1874  and  died  9  December  1930,  Baltimore 
attorney  and  author  of  two  legal  works.  He  collected  much  of  the 
source  data  reproduced  in  this  book.  On  26  November  1902  he  married 
Rebecca  Trueheart  Ellerson,  bom  2  February  1877  at  "Ingleside",  in 
Ellerson,  Hanover  County,  Virginia,  and  died  16  March  1959.  She  was 
the  daughter  of  Andrew  Roy  and  Rebecca  Lewis  (Storrs)  Ellerson. 

a.  REE  STORRS,  bom  18  April  1905,  died  in  infancy. 

b.  REBECCA  LEWIS  (Ree) ,  bom  19  April  1907.  On  26  November  1928 
she  married  Charles  Wallace  of  Fredericksburg,  Virginia,  bom 
12  June  1898.  They  live  at  Amberley,  near  Annapolis,  Maryland. 

(1)  CHARLES  WALLACE,  JR.,  bom  19  November  1929.  He  married 
27  October  1956  Aria  Strassburg,  bom  21  June  1933. 

(a)  THOMAS  LAUREN  WALLACE,  bom  1  August  195  7. 

(b)  MARY  KELLY  WALLACE,  bom  5  September  1960, 
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(2)  ARMSTRONG  THOMAS  WALLACE ,  bom  4  June  1932.  He  married 

12  October  1957  Janet  Evelvn  Meseke,  born  13  October  1933. 

(a)  ANN  ELLERSON  WALLACE,  bom  18  November  1958. 

(b)  NANCY  BROOKE  WALLACE,  bom  22  February  1963. 

c.  ARMSTRONG,  bom  8  April  1909,  now  of  Washington,  D.C.,  compil¬ 
ing  the  pages  of  this  book. 

3.  RICHARD  ZARVONA,  bom  8  November  1876,  died  12  May  1879.  "Little 
Zarvona",  the  Colonel's  only  namesake,  is  mentioned  in  the  closing 
words  of  this  book. 

4.  FANTELINA,  bom  30  October  1879,  died  17  July  1888.  Her  mother  al¬ 
ways  referred  to  her  as  "Little  Lena".  See  also  pages  119-120. 

5.  ALLISON  FORD,  bom  27  March  1881,  died  21  December  1943,  of  Frost- 
burg,  Maryland.  On  1  April  1916  he  married  Nell  Aminta  Kalbaugh. 

a.  NELL  ALLISON,  born  19  May  1917.  On  26  November  1937  she  mar¬ 
ried  Gordon  Lee  MacAskie,  now  of  Syracuse,  New  York. 

(1)  BARBARA  ANN  MacASKIE ,  bom  9  May  1942. 

(2)  MARGARET  LEE  MacASKIE ,  bom  23  September  1944. 

(3)  ANNE  ELIZABETH  MacASKIE ,  bom  2  March  1947. 

(4)  DONALD  GORDON  Mac  ASK  IE ,  bom  2  July  1952. 

b.  AMY  CARROLL,  bom  16  November  1928.  On  19  August  1947  she 
married  Beverly  Woodruff  Pierce,  now  of  Buffalo,  New  York. 

(1)  ROBERTA  LYNN  PIERCE,  bom  7  July  1950. 

(2)  PATRICIA  ANNE  PIERCE,  bom  8  February  1952 

(3) ''  ELLIOT  CHARLES  PIERCE,  bom  16  June  1956. 

(4)  GLENN  THOMAS  PIERCE,  bom  27  November  1957. 

(5)  MICHAEL  DAVID  PIERCE,  bom  8  July  1959. 
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REBECCA  TRUEHEART  ELLERS ON 
1877-1959 

was  the  wife  of  Armstrong  Thomas,  whan  she  married  in  1902.  She  was  one 
of  eleven  children  bom  to  Andrew  Roy  and  Rebecca  Lewis  (Storrs)  Ellerson 
and  she  survived  all  of  them.  She  left  many  notes  on  the  various  branches 
of  her  family,  but  much  of  it  would  be  difficult  to  reproduce  as  only 
rarely  are  dates  given.  In  papers  for  membership  in  such  organizations 
as  the  Society  of  the  Lees  of  Virginia,  the  D.A.R.,  and  the  Colonial  Dames, 
she  showed  lineal  descent  from  Richard  Lee,  Hancock  Lee,  John  Armistead, 
Mordecai  Cooke,  William  Kendall,  and  Richard  Cocke,  all  of  which  names 
appear  in  the  genealogy  given  below;  but  all  data  have  not  been  thoroughly 
checked  and  should  not  be  considered  altogether  reliable.  Details  may  be 
found  in  various  Virginia  genealogical  records.  The  pedigree  of  the  Lee 
family  of  Virginia  dates  back  to  England  to  the  twelfth  century  or  earlier 
(see  MLee  Family  of  Virginia"  and  also  "Magazine  of  the  Society  of  the  Lees 
of  Virginia").  The  present  record  is  given  below  in  three  parts:  (I)  the 
ancestry  of  her  father,  (II)  the  ancestry  of  her  mother,  and  (III)  the 
issue  of  her  father  and  mother. 

(I)  Ancestors  of  ANDREW  ROY  ELLERSON  (1844-1919): 

1.  RICHARD  LEE,  1563- 162x,  married  in  1599  Elizabeth  Bendy.  It  is  possible 
that  he  visited  Virginia.  Their  son, 

2.  COL.  RICHARD  LEE,  1600-1664,  was  born  in  England  and  resided  in  the 
Colony  of  Virginia  1635-1653.  He  was  Burgess  York  County  1647-1651.  At 

a  later  date  he  returned  to  Virginia  and  there  he  died.  His  wife  was  Anna, 
her  surname  not  now  established.  Their  son, 

3.  HANCOCK  LEE,  1653-1709,  was  Burgess  Northumberland  County  1688.  He 
married  Mary  Kendall,  daughter  of  WILLIAM  KENDALL,  member  House  of  Bur¬ 
gesses  from  Northhampton  1657-1666,  having  been  Speaker  the  final  year.  • 
Their  daughter, 

4.  ANNE  LEE,  bom  before  1682,  married  William  Armistead,  died  probably  in 
1711,  son  of  JOHN  ARMISTEAD,  born  1611,  died  after  1688  in  Gloucester 
County,  member  of  Colonial  Council  in  1688.  (See  "William  and  Mary  Quar- 
terly"^  vol.  VI,  97-99,  and  "Armistead  Family"  by  Garver,  77-97.)  Their 
daughter, 

5.  JOYCE  ARMISTEAD  married  Mordecai  Booth,  son  of  Thomas  Booth  and  Mary 
(or  Lucy?)  Cocke,  the  daughter  of  John  Cocke,  who  was  the  son  of  MORDECAI 
COOKE,  bom  in  England  1611,  resided  in  Virginia,  member  House  of  Burges¬ 
ses.  (See  "William  and  Mary  Quarterly",  vol.  II,  233-34.)  Their  son, 

6.  GEORGE  BOOTH  married  his  step-sister  Mary  Wythe  Mason.  Their  daughter, 

7.  MARY  BOOTH  married  James  Henry  Roy,  bom  1775.  Their  daughter, 

8.  LAURA  ROY,  1817-1877,  of  "Green  Plains",  married  John  Hanckel  Ellerson, 
1801-1880.  Dr.  Ellerson  studied  medicine  at  the  University  of  Pennsylvania 
and  finished  at  Paris.  His  father,  who  had  married  a  Miss  Hanckel  from 
Philadelphia,  was  lost  at  sea  on  a  return  voyage  to  his  native  Norway. 

[I  have  a  handsome  portrait  of  Dr.  Ellerson,  as  a  young  man,  painted  in 
Paris;  Julidta  Ellerson  Crangle,  of  Butte,  Montana  has  companion  portraits 
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of  Dr.  Ellerson  and  his  wife,  Laura  Roy  in  old  age.]  Their  son, 

9.  ANDREW  ROY  ELLERSON,  1844-1919,  was  born  at  Buch  Hill,  Chesterfield 
County,  Va.  and,  prior  to  his  marriage  to  Rebecca  Lewis  Storrs,  he  lived 
at  Laurel  Springs,  Hanover  County,  near  Ellerson's  Mill.  After  his  marriage 
he  lived  at  "Ingleside"  and,  later  in  life,  moved  to  Richmond. 

(II)  Ancestors  of  REBECCA  LEWIS  STORRS  (1849-1917): 

1.  RICHARD  COCKE,  1600-1665,  was  bom  in  England;  he  resided  in  the  Colony 
of  Virginia  before  1632,  and  died  in  Henrico  County.  He  was  member  House 
of  Burgesses  1632,  1644,  1654.  He  married  Mary  Ashton.  (See  "Virginia 
Historical  Magazine",  vol.  Ill,  405-410.)  Their  son, 

2.  RICHARD  COCKE,  1639-1706,  was  Surveyor  of  the  County  and  a  member  of 
the  Court  from  1678  to  1699.  Name  of  wife  not  known.  Their  daughter, 

3.  MARTHA  COCKE  married  Joseph  Pleasants  who  died  in  1725,  son  of  John 
Pleasants,  1644-1698,  who  came  to  Virginia  in  1665  from  Norwich,  England. 
Their  son, 

4.  JOHN  PLEASANTS,  died  1776,  married  in  1731  Susanna  Woodson,  daughter 
of  Tarleton  and  Ursula  (Fleming)  Woodson.  Tarleton  was  the  great-grand¬ 
son  of  John  Woodson  who  emigrated  to  Virginia  in  1625.  The  Woodsons, 
Pleasants,  and  Flemings  were  Quakers  and  held  no  political  office.  Their 
daughter, 

5.  SUSANNA  PLEASANTS  married  Joshua  Storrs,  bom  in  England  near  Leeds  in 
Yorkshire,  emigrated  to  Virginia,  settled  five  miles  north  of  Richmond, 
calling  his  home  Huns  let  Hall  after  his  former  home  in  England.  He  was 
the  son  of  William  Storrs,  bom  1704,  son  of  Joshua  Storrs  of  Chester¬ 
field,  England,  bom  1670.  Their  son, 

6.  GERVAS  STORRS,  1771-1848,  married  Martha  Trueheart,  1774-1860,  daughter 
of  Mary  Garland  and  Daniel  Trueheart,  the  latter  who  came  to  Virginia  and 
settled  seven  miles  east  of  Richmond  on  the  Chickahominy  River  in  Hanover 
County,  and  who  called  his  place  "Meadow  Bridge".  [Rebecca  Thomas  Wallace 
of  Annapolis,  Md.  has  child’s  chair  belonging  to  Martha  Trueheart  and  also 
her  portrait,  she  being  seated  with  her  pets.]  Their  son, 

7.  ALGERNON  SIDNEY  STORRS,  1812-1877,  of  Hunslet  Hall,  Henrico  County, 
married  his  first  cousin  Rebecca  Lewis  Trueheart,  1810-1893,  of  "Liberty 
Hall",  Henrico  County.  Their  daughter, 

8.  REBECCA  LEWIS  STORRS,  who  married  Andrew  Roy  Ellerson,  was  bom  at  Hun¬ 
slet  Hall.  It  is  believed  that  she  came  into  posession  of  "Ingleside", 

at  Ellerson,  Hanover  County  through  her  aunt,  Martha  Trueheart  (Tatty), 
who  died  unmarried.  We  have  photos  taken  at  Ingleside,  showing  the  large 
Ellerson  family  and  numerous  servants  and  their  children.  Mother  stated 
that  after  they  left  Ingleside,  the  home  was  separated  into  two  parts. 

When  we  visited  the  place  in  about  1950,  there  was  nothing  there  that  she 
could  remember.  There  were  eleven  children,  as  given  on  following  page. 


154 


,J  •  1  •  "  ,1  '  I  .  .  .1  -t 


J>i  ni  mod  csw  %2ddl-00dl  ,3^003  GWlOIfl  .[ 

V'f.  ■  c  W  jH  «i  1  .  bno  ,SIH  ^inigi  V  to 

.♦2*1  it vs  to 

w  prw  >.  *,.  1  tw  to\sviu2  •  w  dOVI-K  ,1  ,  ■:>  *  >  «  ;  A^O  T  .£ 

‘L  ‘  ...v,.c.  war*  2**1  rrx  o*  odw  t8Coi 4  {l3rutt*  IS 

<ttot  ’xidifT 

7  ^  .  s -oov  £Vx  ni  bsirr*  1  t0^  j  ho  J3  21*1*2*3 K  ^j-  y-, 

^  ^  e  ,!j  Oft  i ,•  v  r-ot#ix.  T  .no*booW  [  *Iur»U  bn*  rrojeUsT  So 

,.J  ,  1  nl  V.  b.:-1tgil,8  01  W  OUXXCiV  lri.1t  to  101 

•  SJX.,1.  UoluJoq  oil  oXeri  bm  zis^uip  91  sw  i-  niis  J  tn*  ,  sjfl««»n 

fi/dac  .,  bsi -rt>>  ■  'TtfAdASkH  M*UAf72  2 

‘  t  f  f  *c/  tl  rc>  •  ’•'*>'  Uoil  5  ? x j *  irriUs:. 

1  rrc3  *jUr’>L  *o  nc*  ,K?i  mod  q8Tioie  nteiiiiw  So  no  a  sd* 

*'r/  *  T^:n  .OTdi  r.'od  tLT£.$r;3 

f';.’  i  '  ;  i  <  "»*•«*•  .«Mwm  ,ejraoT8  8AM3a  .a 

iJ  8!  «•"  -  :a  ■  -1  tw-  •  is:,.  ,  a  JO  t„ii  oM  boiltdi 

.•(JnuoD  ooiinoli 

* ^0.  ojiu  o-tflo  f  <*  jajy  b«voii#d  ei  *j 

.bolliaomi  balb  oriw 
8woi  »cnun  b/xfi  viiflig)  no€isi  3 


(Ill)  Issue  of  REBECCA  LEWIS  STORRS  and  ANDREW  ROY  ELLERSON: 


1.  MARY  ROY,  1871-1872. 

2.  MARTHA  (PATSY),  1873-1908,  who  married  Claybrook  James.  Issue 

a.  ELLERSON  JAMES,  1900-1938,  who  married  Camille  Baudot. 

3.  SIDNEY  HANCKEL,  1874-1940. 


4.  SUSIE  CARTER,  1875-1876. 

5.  REBECCA  TRUEHEART,  1877-1959.  She  was  called  "Reby" ;  her  mother  and 
daughter,  also  named  Rebecca,  were  called  "Ree".  In  1902  she  married 
Armstrong  Thomas;  for  issue,  see  pages  151-152. 

6.  ANDREW  ROY,  1877-1878. 

7.  EMMA  BROWN,  1878-1879. 

8.  ROBERTA  WILLIAMSON  (BOB),  1879-1936.  Although  she  was  our  aunt,  Ree 
and  myself  called  her  "Sister". 

9.  JOHN  HANCKEL  (JOCK),  bom  1883,  died  about  1925.  In  1906  he  married 
Julidta  Madeline  Lavell,  daughter  of  Geoffrey  and  Helen  T.  Lavell. 

a.  ANDREW  ROY,  bom  1909,  died  in  elevator  accident  when  about 
three  years  old. 

b.  GEOFFREY  DIXON,  bom  1  November  1911.  On  28  December  1936  he 
married  Mary  Frances  Thomas,  bom  17  July  1913,  daughter  of 
Robert  E.  and  Mary  Frances  Conlon  Thomas.  Issue: 

(1)  MARALETA,  bom  1938.  In  1959  she  married  John  R.  Malloy 
of  Boston;  they  now  reside  near  Washington,  D.C.  Issue: 

(a)  MAUREEN  CECILE,  bom  6  September  1961. 

(b)  JOHN  RICHARD,  JR.,  bom  25  September  1962. 

(2)  JOHN  CURTIS,  bom  1940. 

(3)  GEOFFREY  DIXON,  JR.,  bom  1941. 

(4)  ANNE  JEAN,  bom  1942. 

(5)  JAMES  THOMAS,  bom  1947. 

(6)  RICHARD  EMMET,  bom  1954. 

(7)  MICHAEL  DAVID,  bom  1956. 

c.  JULIDTA  LAVELL,  bom  1907.  In  1933  she  married  Robert  Emerson 
Crangle  of  Butte,  Montana,  son  of  Henry  Convery  and  Margaret 
Lynch  Crangle.  They  have  a  daughter, 

(1)  JULIDTA  LAVELL,  bom  31  August  1942. 

10.  WILLIAM  ROY  (WILL),  1884-1931.  He  married  (first)  Eleanor  (Nell)  Car¬ 
michael,  bom  1884,  of  Asheville,  and  (second)  Jean  Douglas  Garrett, 
of  North  Carolina.  Issue  of  first  marriage: 

a.  ELIZABETH  CARMICHAEL  (BETSY),  bom  4  September  1914. 

11.  DOUGLAS  GOLDSBOROUGH ,  1888-1940.  In  1928  he  married  Helen  Fitzgerald 
Watson,  bom  1900,  daughter  of  Mary  Albert  Pierce  and  Edward  Fitzgerald 
Watson.  Helen,  after  her  husband's  death,  married  Lewis  C.  Grant, 
1882-1951.  She  now  is  known  as  Helen  Ellerson  Grant. 
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ANDREW  ROY  ELLERSON  in  the  CIVIL  WAR 


Grandfather  Ellerson  was  only  sixteen  years  of  age  at  the  outbreak 
of  the  war.  The  only  evidence  I  have  of  his  participation,  besides  a  photo 
of  him  as  a  youngster  in  uniform,  is  the  letter  given  below.  The  letter 
is  Appendix  B  in  Thomas  Nelson  Page's  "Robert  E.  Lee  the  Southerner"  under: 
the  heading:  Extract  from  Letter  to  Author  from  Andrew  R.  Ellerson,  Esq., 
of  Ellerson's,  Hanover  County,  Va. 


Richmond,  Virginia,  June  10,  1908 , 

.  .  .  8 efore  the  battles  around  Richmond  began,  my  regiment  [4th  Virginia 

Cavalry)  was  encamped  on  the  extreme  left  of  the  army  in  the  neighborhood 
Oft  Goodall' s,  The  day  before  the  battle  of  Mechanics  ville,  my  company 
( Company  G )  uias  detached  from  the  regiment  and  camped  that  night  at  Eman¬ 
uel  Church,  a  j \ew  miles  north  of  Richmond ,  The  next  morning  Jack  Stark 
and  myself  were  ordered  to  report  to  General  Longs treet,  f or  what  purpose 
we  had  no  idea,  but  congratulated  ourselves  upon  the  fact  that  we  should 
at  least  maize  a  good  breakfast.  .  .  ♦  The  evening  of  the  battle  of  Cold 
Harbor,  General  Longs  treet  got  each  division  of  his  corps  and  placed  them 
in  position ,  This  was  just  before  the  battle  commenced ,  I  stood  in  the 
front  until  the  bullets  were  flying  thick  and  \ast,  and  leeling  very  un¬ 
comfortable,  and  having  no  business  there,  I  thought  I  would  retire  to  a 
hill  in  the  rear  ivhere  1  could  have  the  pleasure  of  looking  on  at  a  battle 
without  being  in  any  apparent  danger.  Upon  this  hill  I  found  General 
Jackson,  seated  entirely  alone  upon  his  horse.  We  had  been  there  some 
time  when  a  shell  burst  some  few  feet  to  his  left,  and  in  a  few  minutes  a 
second  shell  burst.  Even  before  this  time  I  had  become  again  very  uncom¬ 
fortable,  and  would  have  liked  very  much  to  change  my  position,  but  1  did 
not  like  to  show  the  white  feather  in  the  presence  of  General  Jackson, 
who  had  not  winced,  but  after  the  second  shell  had  burst  near  him,  he  re¬ 
marked  in  a  quiet  way,  "When  two  shells  burst  near  you  it  is  well  to 
change  your  position  if  you  can  do  so ",  so  we  both  rode  some  distance  to 
our  right  and  got  out  of  range  of  the  bullets . 

That  night  General  Lee  and  General  Long  street  made  their  head-quarters 
in  Hogan's  dwelling,  I  was  sitting  on  the  steps  of  this  building  about 
ten  o'clock,  when  General  Jackson  rode  up  with  Lincoln  Sydnor,  who  was  his 
guide  on  this  occasion.  General  Jackson  gave  his  horse  to  Sydnor  to  hold 
and  went  into  the  house,  as  I  afterward  learned,  for  a  consultation  with 
all  of  the  higher  officials  of  the  a/w'iy,  Sydnor  told  me  that  the  reason 
General  Jackson  reached  Cold  Harbor  as  late  as  he  did  was  due  to  the  fact 
that,  although  he  was  very  near  his  old  home,  and  where  he  was  perfectly 
familiar  with  the  country,  the  Yankees  had  cut  down  so  many  trees  and  made 
so  many  new  roads  that  he  actually  got  lost,  and  that  just  before  reaching 
the  point  to  which  General  Jackson  had  directed  him  to  guide  him,  he  found 
that  he  was  on  the  wrong  road,  and  had  to  turn  round  the  artillery  in  the 
woods  and  had  to  countermarch  for  quite  a  distance,  which  delayed  them 
very  materially,  Sydnor  told  me  that  General  Ewell,  who  was  present, 
wanted  to  hang  him  to  a  tree,  but  General  Jackson  said  it  was  all  right ; 
that  we  would  get  there  in  plenty  of  time.  You  know  General  Jackson  has 
been  frequently  blamed  for  being  late  on  this  occasion,  and  it  has  often 
occurred  to  me  that  this  simple  reason  may  have  been  the  cause  of  it,  al¬ 
though  1  never  heard  it  so  stated,  ,  ,  , 

With  best  wishes  and  kind  remembrances,  I  am  ... 

Yours, 

A.  R.  Ellerson 
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WALLACE- --BRAXTON 


MICHAEL  WALLACE  (1719-1767) 
emigrated  from  Galrigs,  Scotland, 
physician,  settled  at  "Ellerslie" 
in  Virginia,  married  Elizabeth 
Brown  who  was  bom  in  1723. 

JOHN  WALLACE  (1761-1829) 
of  "Liberty  Hall",  married  1792 
Elizabeth  Hooe. 

JOHN  HOOE  WALLACE  (1793-1828) 
physician,  mayor  of  Fredericks¬ 
burg,  Va.  1836-38,  president  of 
Farmers  Bank  of  Fredericksburg, 
married  Mary  Nicholas  Gordon. 

CHARLES  WALLACE 
president  National  Bank  of 
Fredericksburg,  married 
Josephine  Stansbury. 

JOHN  STANSBURY  WALLACE  (1868- 
1909),  president  National  Bank 
of  Fredericksburg,  married 
Rebecca  May  Braxton. 


CARTER  BRAXTON  (1736-1797) 
signer  Declaration  of  Independence, 
member  House  of  Burgesses,  married 
Elizabeth  Corbin. 


CARTER  BRAXTON,  JR. 
married  Sara  Moore. 


THOMAS  CORBIN  BRAXTON 
married  Maria  Davis. 


JOHN  STAIGE  BRAXTON  (1827-1879) 
Captain  in  the  Confederate  Army, 
married  Olivia  Jane  Wright  (1832- 
1897)  . 

REBECCA  MAY  BRAXTON  (1870-1924) 
married  John  Stansbury  Wallace. 


Issue 

CHARLES  WALLACE,  bom  12  June  1898.  He  married  26  November  1928 
Rebecca  Lewis  Thomas,  bom  19  April  1907,  of  Baltimore.  They  have  two 
sons : 


CHARLES  WALLACE,  JR.,  bom  19  November  1929. 
ARMSTRONG  THOMAS  WALLACE,  bom  4  June  1932. 


[see  page  151-2] 


LILY  BRAXTON  WALLACE,  bom  2  March  1901.  She  married  3  November  1934 
George  Frederick  Mitchell,  bom  13  December  1881,  son  of  John  Magill 
Mitchell  (1854-1923)  and  Henrietta  Julia  von  Kolnitz  (1854-1923)  of 
Charleston,  S.  C.  They  have  one  son: 

GEORGE  BRAXTON  MITCHELL,  bom  26  August  1937. 
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Above:  "MATTAPANY" ,  as  the  present  generation  knew  it.  Below:  "DEEP  FALLS". 
Photos,  circa  1920,  from  "The  Chesapeake  Bay  Country"  by  Swepson  Earle 

reproduced  by  permission. 
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MATTAPANY 

AND  OTHER  THOMAS  MANSIONS 


"Mattapany"  is  situated  on  the  south  shore  of  the  Patuxent  River  in  St. 
Mary's  County,  Maryland,  about  five  miles  from  the  mouth  of  the  river. 

At  this  point  the  river  is  about  three  miles  wide.  On  the  opposite  shore 
is  Solomon's  Island  where  the  Tazewell  Thomases  had  their  home  "Green 
Point"  in  Calvert  County.  Mattapany  Mansion  was  on  level  ground  termi¬ 
nating  at  a  fifty-foot  bluff  at  the  river,  about  three  hundred  feet  from 
the  mansion.  To  the  right  of  the  approach  to  the  river  was  a  "valley", 
which  simplified  access  to  the  waterfront.  Poison  ivy  and  chiggers  in 
the  valley  could  be  avoided  by  jumping  directly  off  the  bluff,  and  this 
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was  great  fun,  but  the  procedure  was  discouraged  as  it  aided  the  natural 
erosion  processes.  The  mansion  was  midway  between  two  creeks  and  two 
steamship  wharfs  one  mile  apart.  (I  use  a  mixture  of  past  and  present 
tense  as  today  there  are  many  changes--even  geographical  changes,  as  will 
be  seen  on  later  pages.)  The  creeks  may  be  seen  on  the  map  reproduced  on 
page  / 75  from  the  survey  made  in  1873  by  Geo.  B.  Dent,  where  they  were 
named  Millstone  Lake  and  St.  Patrick's  Lake;  the  wharfs  were  Millstone 
Landing  and  Susquehanna  Wharf. 

Below  Mattapany  was  "Susquehanna",  here  il listrated.  It  was  built 
in  1654  and  was  the  home  of  Christopher  Rousby,  the  King's  Collector 
General,  who  was  fatally  stabbed  in  an  altercation  with  Colonel  George 
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Talbot.  It  was  here  that  the  Council  had  its  meeting  in  1661  to  deter¬ 
mine  upon  the  expedition  against  the  Dutch  on  the  Delaware.  The  Washing¬ 
ton  Stan  of  13  March  1960  gives  the  following  description:  "It  was  a 
long,  low  house  of  frame,  measuring  roughly  60  by  16  feet,  with  a  large 
external  chimney  at  one  end,  and  another,  much  larger,  bisecting  the 
roofridge  40  feet  away.  Four  dormer  windows,  not  equally  spaced,  broke 
the  front  roof line  above  the  60-foot  porch.  There  was  another  porch  of 
equal  length  across  the  rear.  The  ceiling  height  of  each  was  a  modest  6 
feet,  but  120  feet  of  porch  was  hardly  usual.  Here  and  there,  weather¬ 
boarding  of  random  width  showed  18  inches.  Susquehanna  had  no  superb  in¬ 
terior  woodwork,  often  found  in  these  old  places.  In  the  main,  it  was 
rough  and  crude;  perhaps  its  greatest  claim  to  fame  was  its  antiquity." 

As  I  remember  it,  Susquehanna  was  about  200  feet  from  the  shoreline,  was 
lived  in,  but  both  house  and  grounds  were  in  a  shabby  condition.  It  was 
dismantled  piece  by  piece  in  1942,  reassembled,  and  now  may  be  seen  at 
the  Henry  Ford  Museum  in  Dearborn,  Michigan. 

Above  Mattapany,  at  Millstone  Landing,  was  a  country  store  at  which, 
I  understand,  was  once  the  post  office  of  Mattapany;  the  only  purchases 
I  can  remember  making  at  the  store  were  fishing  hooks,  lines,  sinkers, 
and  peppermint  sticks,  but  the  old  storekeeper  had  "everything".  Above 
Millstone  was  a  frame  dwelling  called  "Fishing  Point"  and  beyond  was  St. 
Richard's  Manor,  dating  from  about  1639,  the  home  of  Dr.  Alexander  L. 
Hodgdon,  who  inherited  the  place  from  his  mother,  Sara  Dana  Hodgdon. 
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Some  ten  miles  up  the  river  from  Mattapany  is  "Sotterley"  (Satterly, 
Sotterle) ,  at  one  time  owned  by  the  Briscoe  family.  Until  1730  it  was 
known  as  ’’Bowles'  Separation",  having  been  separated  from  Resurrection 
Manor  (or  Fenwick's  Manor),  an  early  grant  from  Lord  Baltimore.  It  came 
into  posession  of  the  Plater  family  through  the  marriage  of  the  lion. 

George  Plater  to  the  widow  of  the  lion.  James  Bowles.  The  estate  takes 
its  name  from  the  English  ancestral  home  of  the  Plater  and  Satterlee  fam¬ 
ilies.  According  to  James  Walter  Thomas,  the  above  George  Plater  was  a 
Attorney-General  of  Maryland  as  early  as  1691  and  from  1692-1720  was  Col¬ 
lector  of  Customs  for  the  Patuxent,  and  that  his  only  son,  also  George, 
was  Governor  of  Maryland  in  1791.  Four  generations  of  Platers  lived  at 
Sotterley  until  1822  and  thence  it  came  into  posession  of  the  family  of 
Dr.  Walter  Hanson  Stone  Briscoe  (see  bottom  page  141)  .  In  1910  the  estate 
was  purchased  by  the  Hon.  Herbert  L.  Satterlee,  former  Assistant  Secretary 
of  the  Navy,  who  married  the  daughter  of  J.  Pierpont  Morgan.  Today  the 
place  is  finely  maintained  and  is  open  to  the  public.  Descriptive  liter¬ 
ature  given  the  visitor  reads:  "Sotterley,  with  its  tall  chimneys,  steep 
roofs,  and  inviting  porticos,  commands  a  superb  view  of  the  Patuxent  from 
the  ridge  on  which  it  stands.  A  long,  low,  white  structure,  pleasingly 
informal,  it  gives  no  hint  of  the  notable  woodwork  within,  particularly 
the  Chinese  Chippendale  staircase  and  the  great  shell  alcoves  of  the 
drawing  room.  The  oldest  part  of  the  house  dates  from  1730  or  earlier. 
Around  the  house  clusters  a  veritable  village  of  tenant  houses,  stables, 
tobacco  bams,  and  all  the  apparatus  of  active  farming.  Sheep  and  flocks 
of  great  bronze  turkeys  preclude  any  "museum"  atmosphere.  At  Sotterley 
the  true  spirit  of  an  old  Maryland  plantation  still  lives  on". 

Ten  miles  further  up  the  Patuxent  is  "De  La  Brooke",  which  was  set¬ 
tled  in  in  1650  by  Robert  Brooke,  Esquire,  who  arrived  from  England  in 
that  year  with  his  wife,  ten  children,  and  28  other  persons  at  his  own 
cost.  He  was  47  years  of  age  at  the  time  and,  in  his  own  words,  "He  was 
the  first  that  did  seat  the  Patuxent,  about  twenty  miles  up  the  river,  at 
'De  La  Brooke'".  He  was  President  of  the  Council  and,  as  such,  Governor 

of  the  Province.  James  Walter 
Thomas  states:  "The  settlement  was 
erected  into  a  county,  called 
Charles,  and  Mr.  Brooke  made  its 
commander.  'De  La  Brooke',  con¬ 
taining  two  thousand  acres,  which 
formed  the  chief  seat  of  the  Brooke 
colony,  was  erected  into  a  manor, 
with  the  right  of  Court  Baron  and 
Court  Leet,  and  his  oldest  son. 
Baker  Brooke,  made  Lord  of  the 
Manor.  The  house  of  De  La  Brooke 
stood  about  a  mile  from  the  river 
on  the  brow  of  the  hill,  and  about 
fifty  yards  north  of  the  road  lead¬ 
ing  from  the  present  De  La  Brooke 
house  [shown  above]  to  the  'Three-Notched '  road.  It  was  a  commanding  sit- 
uation--the  broad  plains  below,  the  river  with  its  curves,  creeks,  coves, 
and  islands,  giving  it  a  land  and  water  view  most  imposing  and  picturesque 
It  was  a  brick  building,  about  thirty  by  forty  feet,  one  and  one-half  sto¬ 
ries  high,  with  steep  roof  and  dormer  windows.  The  rooms  on  the  lower 
floor  were  handsomely  wainscoted,  and  the  parlor  was  also  embellished  with 
massive  wooden  cornice  and  frieze,  on  which  were  carved  in  relief  roses 
and  other  floral  designs.  The  house  was  destroyed  about  seventy  years  ago 
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A  mass  of  moss-covered  bricks  and  an  excavation  still  mark  the  spot 
where,  for  nearly  200  years,  stood  the  first  manor  house  on  the  Patuxent. 
De  La  Brooke  is  otherwise  noted  as  the  place  at  which  the  Council,  with 
Governor  Charles  Calvert,  met  on  July  19th,  1602."  De  La  Brooke  came  in¬ 
to  the  Thomas  family  upon  the  marriage  of  Ha  j .  William  Thomas ,  Jr.  to 
Catherine  Brooke  Boarman  sometime  prior  to  1785,  for  in  that  year  James 
Thomas,  later  Governor  of  Maryland,  was  bom  there.  The  present  house 
was  built  in  1830  of  bricks  made  on  the  property.  It  is  now  owned  by 
Leander  McComiick-Coodhart ,  who  acquired  the  property  in  1927  from  Clar¬ 
ence  Thomas. 


’’Cremona"  adjoins  De  La  Brooke  and  is  directly  on  the  waterfront. 

It  is  more  modern  than  the  other  Thomas  homes,  but  the  most  beautiful 
and  graceful  of  them.  It  was  acquired  by  Dr.  William  Thomas  (1793-1349). 
His  daughters,  Miss  Kate  and  Sophia  (widow  of  the  P.ev.  Mr.  Christian), 
lived  there  until  the  latter's  death  in  the  1920's,  after  which  Miss  Kate 
moved  tc  Washington.  At  Consmande r  McCornick-Coodhart '  s  tercentennial 
celebration  party  at  De  La  Brooke  in  1934  Miss  Kate,  though  in  her  99th 


year,  was  driven  down  from  Washington  and  sat  on  the  lawn  throughout  the 
proceedings.  Maj .  Gen.  Howard  C.  Davidson  purchased  Cremona,  restoring 
the  old  home  and  adding  a  wing  to  the  mansion.  The  new  wing  so  closely 
resembles  the  original,  that  it  is  difficult  to  distinguish  which  is  the 
older  of  the  two.  On  a  visit  to  Cremona  last  summer,  General  Davidson 
gave  me  the  woodcut  shown  above. 

In  the  uppermost  part  of  St.  Mary's  County  is  "Trent  Hall",  origin¬ 
ally  called  "Trent  Neck",  an  estate  granted  in  1658  to  Maj.  Thomas  Tru¬ 
man,  a  member  of  the  Privy  Council.  The  estate  was  devised  to  John  Henry 
Thomas  (1824-1898)  of  Cremona  by  his  maternal  cousin,  John  Truman  Hawkins 
and  possession  afterwards  passed  to  the  former's  daughter,  Lliza  Snowden 
Thomas .  Adjacent  to  Trent  Hall  is  "Woodbury",  a  division  of  Indian  Creek 
Farm;  this  old  home  was  purchased  by  my  grandfather,  James  William  Thomas 
in  his  later  years,  and  now  is  owned  by  his  grandson  of  the  same  name. 

In  the  same  section  of  the  County,  farther  to  the  west,  is  Charlotte  Hall 
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Academy  where,  it  has  been  noted,  a  number  of  Thomas  boys  attended  school 
and  where  others  have  served  in  an  administrative  capacity.  The  school 
first  opened  its  doors  to  students  in  1797  and  has  been  in  continuous  op¬ 
eration  since  that  time. 

In  the  far  western  part  of  the  County,  on  the  Wicomico,  is  "Brambly", 
the  home  of  William  Henry  Thomas  (1815-1866)  from  De  La  Brooke  and  of  his 
son,  John  Truman  Hawkins  Thomas,  until  the  latter's  death  in  1940.  The 
present  home  was  built  in  1898. 

Nearby,  about  two  miles  from  Chaptico,  is  "Deep  Palls",  the  only  one 
of  the  Thomas  homes  originally  built  by  a  Thomas  and  which  still  is  owned 
by  the  Thomas  family.  In  the  original  Proprietary  Grant  of  1680  it  was 
called  "Wales",  but  soon  after  it  was  known  by  the  name  which  we  call  it 
today.  The  present  mansion  was  built  in  about  1745  by  Maj .  William  Thomas 
(1714-1795)  whose  history  is  given  on  page  134.  Ownership  then  passed  to 
his  son,  William,  Jr.;  thence  to  his  son  James,  the  Governor;  and  thence 
to  the  Governor's  son,  James  Walter  Thomas ,  Cumberland  lawyer  and  historian 
author,  who  used  it  as  a  sunrier  place  and  who  spent  great  effort  in  re¬ 
storing  the  place.  The  latter's  nephews--Henry  3.,  Edward  M.,  and  James 
Walter--next  fell  heir,  and  the  present  owners  are  Henry  B.'s  four  sons. 

The  mansion  has  not  been  occupied  for  some  years,  but  it  has  not  been  al¬ 
lowed  to  fall  into  decay  and  today  it  is  still  in  a  fine  state  of  preser¬ 
vation.  The  slave  quarters  and  general  utility  buildings  are  still  stand¬ 
ing.  Among  those  buried  in  the  family  graveyard  are  Major  William  Thomas, 
Sr.,  Maj. -Gen.  James  Thomas  (the  Governor),  Richard  Thomas,  Sr.,  and  the 
latter's  son,  Colonel  Zarvona.  The  monument  over  the  Governor's  grave  was 
"erected  as  a  tribute  of  affection  by  his  children"  and  bears  the  quote: 

Green  be  the  turf  above  thee, 

Friend  of  my  better  days; 

None  knew  thee  but  to  love  thee, 

None  named  thee,  but  to  praise. 

The  following  description  is  taken  from  John  Martin  Hammond's  "Colonial 
Mansions  of  Maryland  and  Delaware",  but  I  have  made  several  minor  changes: 
The  approach  to  Deep  Falls  from  the  highway  is  through  a  beautiful  wooded 
avenue.  The  house  itself  is  situated  on  an  eminence  which  commands  a  fine 
view.  In  appearance  it  is  like  an  English  country  dwelling-house,  its 
most  distinguished  feature  being  the  group  of  great  chimneys  which  tower 
above  its  roof-line.  It  is  sixty  feet  long  and  forty  feet  deep  and  has 
wide  piazzas,  front  and  back,  running  its  whole  length,  supported  by  pil¬ 
lars.  It  is  a  large,  double  two-story  frame  building  with  brick  founda¬ 
tion.  While  the  whole  effect  of  the  old  mansion  is  that  of  massive  sim¬ 
plicity,  yet  it  is  so  well  proportioned  in  all  of  its  parts  that  it  is  not 
without  grace.  In  the  rear  of  the  house  are  five  terraces,  each  one  hun¬ 
dred  feet  long  and  ten  feet  deep,  which  lead  to  the  plateau  below,  where 
is  an  old-time  garden  of  Queen  Anne  design  filled  with  beautiful  old  flow¬ 
ering  shrubs  and  bushes.  On  either  side  of  the  house  are  broad  lawns  made 
picturesque  by  gentle  undulations  and  rich  and  varied  foliage.  The  interior 
of  the  house  does  not  contain  a  great  deal  of  ornamentation,  and  bears  out 
the  character  of  the  simplicity  which  marks  the  outside,  but  it  is  distin¬ 
guished  by  the  staircase  which  leads  off  from  the  main  hall  at  the  rear, 
its  point  of  departure  being  signalized  by  a  beautiful  arch.  The  sides  of 
the  stair  are  panelled  and  carved;  the  newel  posts  are  of  maple  with  rose¬ 
wood  tops  surmounted  with  an  ivory  knob.  .  .  .  And  what  is  the  destiny  of 
Deep  Falls  Mansion?  There  are  at  present  no  family  plans.  The  old  order 
changeth;  our  present-day  needs  and  way  of  life  are  different.  The  answer 
lies  in  the  future. 
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Mattapany  is  historic  by  reason  of  having  been  the  resi¬ 
dence  of  Charles,  Lord  Baltimore,  and  the  place  from 
which  many  of  the  Proprietary  orders  and  proclamations 
were  issued,  and  where  one  session  of  the  General  Assem¬ 
bly  and  several  meetings  of  the  Council  were  held.  On 
it  was  originally  located  the  Indian  village  of  the  Mat- 
tapiente.  Shortly  after  the  landing  of  the  Maryland 
Colonists,  King  Pantheon  presented  this  plantation  to 
the  Jesuits,  who  established  a  storehouse  and  missionary 
station  there.  As  a  result  of  the  conflict  between  Bal¬ 
timore  and  the  Jesuits  in  1641,  all  lands  held  in  Mary¬ 
land  by  the  Jesuits  or  by  other  persons  for  its  use, 
were  formally  released  to  Baltimore. 

In  1663,  a  special  warrant  was  issued  for  Mattapany  con¬ 
taining  1,000  acres,  with  addition  of  200  acres,  by  the 
Proprietary  to  Hon.  Henry  Sewall,  Secretary  of  the  Prov¬ 
ince.  Upon  his  death  in  1665,  this  patent  was  granted 
to  his  widow,  Jane,  who  in  1666  married  Governor  Charles 
Calvert,  afterwards  Lord  Baltimore  (the  third).  Gover¬ 
nor  Calvert  erected  at  Mattapany  a  large  brick  mansion, 
which  was  for  many  years  his  private  residence.  A  fort 
and  magazine  and  "Brick  Hill  Point"  on  the  estate  was 
the  place  of  general  rendezvous  for  the  militia  by  order 
of  the  Council.  Here  in  1682  a  guard  was  installed  to 
protect  the  governor  and  the  magazine.  When  the  Mary¬ 
land  Deputies  were  driven  from  St.  Mary's  City  during 
the  Protestant  Rebellion,  they  took  refuge  in  the  garri¬ 
son  at  Mattapany,  and  it  was  there  that  the  formal  arti¬ 
cles  of  surrender  were  executed  in  1689. 

Mattapany,  or  Mattapany  Sewall,  as  it  was  called,  came 
back  into  the  possession  of  the  Sewalls  in  1722  by  a 
grant  from  Charles,  the  fifth  Lord  Baltimore,  to  Nicho¬ 
las  Sewall,  son  of  the  original  proprietor. 

The  last  notice  of  the  old  Calvert  house  was  1773,  when 
it  was  reported  to  be  in  a  state  of  dilapidation  and  de¬ 
cay.  It  has  long  since  disappeared.  The  building  was 
about  60  x  30  feet,  with  a  large  wing,  and  stood  about 
250  yards  southward  of  the  present  house.  The  garrison 
stood  about  100  yards  nearer  the  river. 

(From  "Chronicles  of  Early  Maryland,"  by 
James  Walter  Thomas) 


No  records  have  been  located  giving  the  exact  date  that 
the  present  Mattapany  was  built.  Best  available  records 
indicate  that  the  older  part  was  constructed  about  1722 
and  the  two  parlors  added  about  1850,  as  was  the  storm 
porch.  From  1840  until  1932,  the  Thomas  family  lived 
here.  Mr.  Weschler  then  acquired  Mattapany  and  had 
started  restoration  in  1942,  when  the  Navy  purchased  it 
for  the  U.  S.  Government  as  part  of  the  site  for  the  Na¬ 
val  Air  Test  Center.  Upon  commissioning  of  the  station 
on  1  April  1943,  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  designated 
Mattapany  as  the  official  quarters  of  the  Commander,  Na¬ 
val  Air  Test  Center, 
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MATT  AP AMY 


The  his  tor)''  of  "Mattapany"  is  given  briefly  on  the  previous  page. 

This  is  a  reproduction  of  a  sheet  given  to  present-day  visitors  to  Matta¬ 
pany.  I  am  pleased  that  the  sheet  is  headed  "Mattapany"  with  the  spelling 
that  the  family  used,  also  that  it  is  not  "Mattapany-Sewall" ,  and  that  its 
history  is  quoted  fron  a  Thomas.  The  ornamentation  is  a  rough  reproduction 
of  the  entrance  doorway  to  Mattapany.  It  should  be  mentioned,  however, 
that  the  mansion  is  not  always  open  to  visitors--it  is  now  the  private 
residence  of  a  senior  naval  officer.  Occasionally  one  may  visit  the  place 
on  a  scheduled  garden  tour;  otherwise  one  may  visit  only  upon  personal  in¬ 
vitation.  Last  summer  I  had  the  pleasure  of  a  weekend  with  the  Llew  and 
Ililah  Thomases  at  a  cottage  at  "Sottcrly";  I  wished  that  I  could  revisit 
Mattapany  nearby--except  for  a  special  flight  over  the  area,  I  had  not 
seen  the  old  place  since  the  mid  1920's.  But  how  would  one  gain  entree? 
Hilah  thought  she  could  arrange  for  the  visit,  but  women  do  not  understand 
naval  procedure;  instead  of  contacting  the  admiral's  aide  or  the  00D,  she 
phoned  the  admiral's  wife  direct,  explained  who  "we  were",  that  we  would 
like  to  visit  the  mansion  and,  it  being  a  hot  day,  it  would  be  more  com¬ 
fortable  to  arrive  in  informal  attire.  Appointment  was  made  for  the  next 
afternoon,  we  arrived  at  the  military  installation  as  scheduled  and  an¬ 
nounced  to  the  Marine  guard  at  the  gate  who  "we  were",  and  were  given 
military'  escort  to  the  mansion.  Admiral  Ramsey  and  his  wife  received  us 
most  graciously.  Details  of  the  visit  will  be  given  later  in  this  section. 

An  excellent  article  on  Mattapany  has  been  produced  by  Mr.  Charles  E. 
Fenwick  of  Leonardtown,  the  product  of  his  own  research.  Despite  its 
length  of  nine  typed  pages,  it  appears  most  desirable  to  insert  it  herein. 
It  was  published  in  "Chronicles  of  St.  Mary's",  the  monthly  bulletin  of 
the  St.  Mary's  County  Historical  Society,  vol.4,  no. 8,  August  1956,  and 
copy  was  sent  me  by  the  author.  I  have  shortened  the  narrative  somewhat, 
deleting  particulars  of  the  Sewalls  not  altogether  significant  to  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  this  book,  and  deleting  also  particulars  of  the  Thomases  where 
such  information  has  been  given  elsewhere  in  this  book  and  where  these 
omissions  do  not  disturb  the  continuity  of  Mr.  Fenwick's  remarks.  I  have 
inserted  in  brackets  references  which  Mr.  Fenwick  placed  as  numbered  notes 
at  the  end  of  his  article;  inserted  in  brackets  also  are  occasional  re¬ 
marks  of  my  own. 

MATTAPANY-SEWALL  MANOR  by  CHARLES  E.  FENWICK 

Mattapany-Sewall,  one  of  the  very  interesting  manors  of  Maryland,  was 
owned  and  occupied  by  three  of  Maryland's  most  distinguished  colonial  fam¬ 
ilies,  the  Sewalls,  Calverts,  and  Thomases.  At  present,  a  beautiful  col¬ 
onial  brick  mansion  still  stands  overlooking  the  deep  blue  Patuxent  River. 
The  old  mansion  house,  the  land  history  of  the  manor,  and  the  interesting 
people  who  lived  thereon  make  the  present  generation  proud  of  their  heri¬ 
tage.  Their  story  instills  in  us  a  desire  to  foster  and  encourage  the 
ideals  and  example  of  those  who  started  this  wonderful  country  and  nur¬ 
tured  it  along  the  way.  The  present  mansion  house  of  Mattapany  is  the  home 
of  the  Admiral  in  charge  of  the  huge  U.  S.  Naval  Test  Center.  The  entire 
manor  and  many  other  historical  tracts  of  land  are  included  in  the  acreage 
of  the  Patuxent  River  Naval  Air  Station. 

When  Leonard  Calvert,  George  Calvert  [Leonard's  younger  brother],  and 
the  band  of  adventurers  arrived  at  Saint  Mary's  City  in  1634,  Mattapany 
and  the  surrounding  area  was  called  Patuxent,  but  the  particular  area  was 
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called  Mattapanient .  Father  Andrew  White  came  with  the  adventurers  to 
give  them  sDiritual  guidance,  but  the  prime  ambition  of  Father  White  and 
his  co-workers  was  to  bring  Christianity  to  the  savages.  He  labored  in 
the  vicinity  of  the  Patuxent  and  became  so  endeared  to  the  Indians  that 
Maquacomen,  the  King  of  the  Patuxents,  gave  him  a  vast  estate  called 
Mattapanient.  By  1639  the  Jesuits  had  cleared  the  land,  built  homes, 
and  Father  John  Brock,  Superior  of  the  Maryland  Missions,  was  living  at 
Mattapanient.  In  their  annual  letters,  the  Jesuits  said  that  this  plan¬ 
tation  was  their  support,  for  on  it  was  raised  large  quantities  of  food 
for  consumption  and  sale.  Henry  Bishop  was  in  charge  of  the  Fort,  which 
had  been  built  to  protect  the  Patuxent  River  approach. 

When  Cecil  Calvert,  the  Proprietor,  learned  that  the  Indian  King  had 
given  this  land  to  the  Jesuits,  he  stated  that  all  patents  had  to  come 
from  him  and  that  no  one  could  receive  a  valid  deed  from  the  Indians. 

This  led  to  a  long  controversy  between  the  Lord  Proprietor  and  the  Jes¬ 
uits.  In  the  end,  the  Jesuits  gave  up  Mattapanient  and  retired  to  other 
lands  which  they  had  received  under  the  Conditions  of  Plantations  from 
Cecil,  Lord  Baltimore. 

In  1661  Henry  Sewall,  formerly  of  London,  arrived  in  the  Province  of 
Maryland.  That  same  year  he  was  made  Chancellor,  Secretary,  and  Judge  of 
Probate  for  the  Province.  [Archives  of  Md.,  Ill,  439.]  Earlier  in  that 
same  year  Cecil  Calvert,  by  a  special  warrant,  required  his  Governor  to 
grant  to  Henry  Sewall  2000  acres  of  land,  the  land  to  be  located  wherever 
in  the  Province  that  Sewall  wanted;  it  was  to  be  erected  into  a  manor,  to 
be  called  by  whatever  name  Sewall  wished.  Henry  Sewall  surrendered  this 
warrant  to  Governor  Charles  Calvert  on  20  May  1663  [Patent,  Liber  4,  fo¬ 
lio  615,  Land  Office,  Annapolis],  For  the  surrender  of  this  warrant, 
Sewall  was  granted  Eltonhead  Manor  on  the  north  side  of  the  Patuxent  in 
Calvert  County,  which  had  been  originally  laid  out  in  1652  for  Edward 
Eltonhead  and  granted  to  him  in  1658. 

On  25  May  1663  Charles  Calvert,  Lieutenant  General,  in  the  name  of 
his  father,  Cecilius,  Lord  Baltimore,  granted  to  Henry  Sewall,  for  1500 
pounds  of  tobacco,  1000  acres  of  land.  This  land  was  on  the  south  side 
of  the  Patuxent  River  and  was  erected  into  a  manor  by  the  name  of  Matta- 
pany-Sewall  "with  Court  Baron  and  all  royalties  and  privileges  most  usu¬ 
ally  belonging  to  manors  in  England  (Royal  Mines  Excepted)  to  be  holden 
of  the  Honour  of  West  Saint  Maries"  [Pat.,  Liber  5,  folio  271,  L.O.  Anna¬ 
polis]  . 

Henry  Sewall  went  to  England  in  the  sumner  of  1664  and  died  soon 
after  his  return  to  Maryland.  His  widow,  Jane  Lowe  Sewall,  carried  his 
body  back  to  England  for  burial.  She  then  returned  to  Maryland  on  the 
same  boat  with  Governor  Charles  Calvert;  on  this  long  voyage  they  are 
said  to  have  fallen  in  love.  The  widow  Sewall  became  Lady  Jane  Baltimore 
[in  about  the  year  1666] . 

Henry  Sewall's  will  was  made  on  25  April  1664  [the  year  in  which  he 
died].  As  he  stated  in  the  will  that  he  was  of  Patuxent  River,  it  is 
assumed  that  he  had  started  and  probably  completed  his  manor  house  on 
the  Manor  of  Mattapany-Sewall .  Three  days  after  the  probate  of  the  will, 
his  widow,  Jane,  delivered  up  the  patent  to  Mattapany-Sewall.  This  1000 
acres  and  200  acres  that  Henry  Sewall  had  by  assignment  from  Benjamin 
Rozier  were  joined  and  the  one  tract  was  regranted  to  Jane,  and  erected 
into  a  manor  to  be  called  Mattapany-Sewall  [Patent,  Liber  7,  folio  551, 
Annapolis] . 
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Mat capany-oewai i  wto  a  iavuxxic  Lui*c-  wJ  (Jlfiriw-*  Culv~j-£  (ijw  LuJ;. 
Jane.  However  they  deeded  the  estate,  including  the  Manor  House  and 
other  appurtenances,  to  Henry  and  John  Damall  of  Charles  County  for  the 
proper  use  of  the  Lord  Baltimore,  Cecil  Calvert.  In  consideration  of 
this  deed,  Charles  granted  to  Lady  Jane,  for  her  life,  and  then  to  her 
son  and  heir,  Nicholas  Sewall,  "Charles'  Gift",  a  tract  of  2000  acres 
formerly  called  "Little  Eltonhead  Manor".  [Patent,  Liber  P.L.  # f,  folio 
6-10,  L.O.  ,  Annapolis.  In  more  recent  times  this  land  became  known  as 
Leh  Manor  and  the  larger  portion  was  commonly  called  Cedar  Point  Farm.] 


When  Charles  Calvert,  Third  Lord  Baltimore,  went  to  England  in  1684, 
he  appointed  his  young  son,  Benedict  Leonard  Calvert,  Governor,  and  his 
step-son,  Nicholas  Sewall  and  others  as  Deputy  Governors.  Lady  Jane  died 
in  Middlesex,  England  in  1700,  and  Charles  died  in  1715.  [Previously,  at 
the  age  of  75  years,  Charles  had  married  his  fourth  wife,  Margaret 
Charleton,  to  whom  he  gave  10,000  acres  of  land  in  upper  Baltimore  County, 
to  be  forever  known  as  My  Lady's  Manor.  Lady  Margaret  died  in  1731,  hav¬ 
ing  willed  her  gift  across  the  seas  back  to  the  Calverts--to  Charlotte 
Calvert,  granddaughter  of  her  husband,  and  daughter  of  Benedict  Leonard.] 


On  2  October  1722  Charles,  the  fifth  Lord  Baltimore  and  the  fourth 
Proprietor  of  Maryland,  granted  Mattapany-Sewal 1  (1200  acres)  to  Nicholas 
Sewall.  In  this  grant,  Charles  states  that  Jane  Sewall,  mother  of  Nicho¬ 
las  and  relict  of  Henry  Sewall,  had  married  his  grandfather  of  noble  mem¬ 
ory  and  that  although  the  Manor  was  rightfully  his  own  property,  he  wished 
to  regrant  it  to  Nicholas  Sewall,  who  was  now  seated  at  Charles'  Gift, 
which  tract  had  been  given  in  exchange  for  Mattapany-Sewal 1. 

At  this  time  Major  Nicholas  Sewall  was  firmly  established  at  Charles' 
Gift  so,  when  he  died,  the  home  plantation  would  naturally  go  to  his  eld¬ 
est  son,  Charles  Sewall,  and  the  recently  acquired  Mat tapany-Sewal 1  to 
his  second  son,  Henry  Sewall.  Henry  died  in  1722,  the  same  year  that  Mat- 
tapany  came  again  into  the  posession  of  the  Sewall  family.  [Md.  Cal.  of 
Wills,  V,  91.]  In  his  will  Henry  Sewall  asked  his  father,  Major  Nicholas 
Sewall,  to  please  give  to  his  children  the  land  that  would  rightfully  be 
his.  Henry  names  his  children,  Henry  and  Nicholas.  Before  he  died,  the 
Major  transferred  Mattapany  to  his  grandson,  Nicholas  Lewis  Sewall  (of 
Henry),  but  stated  that  if  Nicholas  Lewis  died  without  heirs,  the  land 
should  revert  to  the  third  son  of  the  Major,  Nicholas  Sewall,  Jr.  and  his 
heirs.  This  transfer  was  evidently  recorded  in  the  St.  Mary's  County 
Court  and  destroyed  when  the  Court  House  in  Leonardtown  burned  in  1831. 
[Nicholas  Sewall,  Jr.  died  in  1732.  A  copy  of  his  will,  dated  1727,  is 
reproduced  on  the  following  page.  On  the  next  following  page  is  repro¬ 
duced  qualification  of  Charles  Sewall,  his  brother,  as  executor.  These 
two  reproductions  are  from  Hilda  Thomas  Mumford's  collection  of  Matta¬ 
pany  papers  referred  to  on  page  119.] 

Nicholas  Lewis  Sewall  lived  a  long  and  colorful  life  at  Mattapany. 

He  was  a  successful  planter  and  raised  a  large  family.  He  was  a  member 
of  the  important  Committee  of  Observation  during  the  Revolutionary  War, 
and  was  a  member  of  the  Maryland  Convention  for  ratification  of  the  U.S. 
Constitution  in  1788. 

The  Sewall  family  went  to  church  at  St.  Mary's  City  until  1704  and, 
after  that,  to  St.  Inigoes,  unless  they  were  fortunate  enough  to  have  a 
priest  say  Mass  at  Mattapany.  In  1795  Nicholas  Lewis  Sewall  donated  six 
and  one-half  acres,  part  of  the  manor  lands,  for  a  church  and  cemetery. 

A  small  frame  church  was  built  and  named  St.  Nicholas,  after  the  patron 
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saint  of  the  several  Sewalls  of  that  name.  On  this  tract  was  also  built 
a  neat  residence  of  frame  with  brick  ends,  a  stable,  and  kitchen.  This 
church  served  the  neighborhood  until  early  in  the  present  century,  when 
it  was  demolished  and  replaced  by  the  present  structure,  which  now  serves 
as  the  Chapel  for  Patuxent  Naval  Air  Station.  The  Union  soldiers  occu¬ 
pied  the  church  residence  during  the  Civil  War.  While  in  their  use,  the 
kitchen  caught  fire  and  was  destroyed,  as  well  as  the  house  and  stable. 
[Woodstock  Letters,  XLIII,  199--private ly  printed  and  circulated.] 

Nicholas  Lewis  Sewall  had  enlarged  his  land  holdings  by  acquiring, 
by  patent  in  1744  Sewalls  Discovery,  108  acres,  and  Fishing  Point,  by  pa¬ 
tent  in  1746,  13  acres,  both  tracts  being  contiguous  to  the  manor  lands. 

He  sold  287  acres  of  the  original  manor  lands  to  John  Smith  of  Calvert 
County  in  1749.  His  land  holdings  at  the  time  of  his  death  were  part 
Mattapany-Sewall  and  part  Sewalls  Discovery,  817  acres,  and  Fishing  Point. 
He  died  in  1800  and  left  the  manor  to  his  son,  Henry  Sewall. 

Henry  Sewall  was  laid  to  rest  in  the  family  burial  plot  just  one 
year  after  his  father.  He  left  the  manor  to  his  brother,  the  Rev.  Charles 
Sewall  of  St.  Thomas  Manor  in  Charles  County.  Although  the  latter  had 
received  the  manor  in  fee  simple,  he  had  all  of  the  legal  heirs  of  his 
father  join  with  him  and  deeded  the  manor  and  adjoining  tracts  to  Robert 
Sewall  of  Prince  George's  County.  From  Robert  Sewall  the  manor  descended 
to  his  son,  William  H.  B.  Sewall,  who  lived  in  the  manor  house  until  his 
death  in  1832.  He  devised  the  manor  to  his  brother,  Robert  Darnall  Sewall 
of  Prince  George's  County. 

[No  grave  stones  mark  the  Sewall  graves.  The  Sewalls  were  buried  be¬ 
hind  the  first  St.  Nicholas  Church  in  an  enclosed  lot.  See  plat  of  this 
cemetary,  made  by  the  U.S.  Navy,  on  file  at  St.  Mary's  County  Historical 
Society,  and  also  "Maryland  Historic  Graves",  page  33.] 

It  is  doubtful  that  Robert  Darnall  Sewall  ever  lived  at  Mattapany- 
Sewall.  In  1840  he  sold  the  manor  to  George  Forbes.  So,  after  almost 
200  years,  the  manor  passed  from  the  Sewall  family.  The  deed  states  that 
Forbes  was  already  in  posession  of  the  manor  [St.  Mary's  Co.  Abstract 
Deeds  (1831-1840),  Land  Office].  George  Forbes  had  married  into  the  pro¬ 
minent  Plater  family,  but  his  wife,  Mary  L.  Plater,  did  not  live  long  and 
in  1833  he  married  Mary  E.  Harris.  Forbes  immediately  sold  the  manor  to 
Richard  Thomas,  a  son  of  Major  William  Thomas,  Jr.  of  De  La  Brooke  Manor. 
George  and  Mary  Forbes  then  moved  to  Prince  George's  County.  They  had  at 
least  one  son,  H.  Marshall  Forbes,  who  fought  in  almost  all  of  the  major 
battles  of  the  War  Between  the  States  on  the  side  of  his  beloved  South; 
he  died  in  1865. 

[Richard  Thomas  thus  acquired  Mattapany  in  1840  and  it  was  to  remain 
in  the  Thomas  family  for  nearly  a  century.  Mr.  Fenwick  continues  to  call 
the  place  "Mattapany-Sewall";  however  the  "Sewall"  part  was  dropped  after 
it  became  a  Thomas  place--in  the  family  it  was  always  simply  "Mattapany".] 

When  Richard  Thomas  purchased  Mattapany,  he  used  a  trust  fund  for  the 
purchase.  This  fund  had  been  left  to  his  wife,  Jane  Armstrong,  in  1833, 
and  was  invested  in  property  in  Baltimore  County.  The  trust  was  sold  and 
reinvested  in  Mattapany  in  the  name  of  George  Thomas,  brother  of  Richard, 
for  the  use  of  Jane  Armstrong  Thomas  and  her  children,  who  were  at  that 
time  Richard,  George,  and  Andrew.  Andrew  Thomas  died  in  his  minority,  ev¬ 
idently,  but  another  son,  James  W.  Thomas,  was  bom.  [This  was  my  first 
introduction  to  Andrew,  and  I  was  astonished  at  the  information.  After 
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questioning  Mr.  Fenwick  on  this,  he  kindly  sent  me  copy  of  the  Deed  of 
Trust  which  was  his  reference  for  the  data  which  he  gives  in  this  para¬ 
graph*  I  reproduce  this  following  the  end  of  Mr.  Fenwick's  article.  It 
may  be  noted  that  Grandfather  was  bom  ten  weeks  after  the  date  of  this 
Deed.] 

[Mr.  Fenwick  next  gives  personal  histories  of  some  of  the  Thomases 
who  lived  at  Mattapany;  inclusion  here  would  be  redundant  and  this  infor¬ 
mation  is  therefore  omitted.  He  quotes  from  Mackenzie's  "Colonial  Fami¬ 
lies"  and  thanks  Mrs.  J.  Spence  Howard,  Sr.  for  further  particulars  of 
the  Thomases.] 

In  1873  Richard  Thomas  Zarvona  sued  his  brothers,  George  and  James 
Thomas,  for  a  division  of  the  manor  lands.  A  Commission  was  appointed 
by  the  St.  Mary's  County  Court,  Judge  Robert  Ford  presiding.  The  Com¬ 
missioners  gave  Lot  #1,  177  acres,  on  which  was  located  the  manor  house, 
to  George  Thomas;  Lot  #2,  containing  389  acres,  to  R.  Thomas  Zarvona; 

Lot  #3,  containing  459  acres,  to  James  W.  Thomas.  [Court  Record,  Liber 
J.F.F.  #2,  folio  352  etc..  Clerk's  Office,  Leonardtown,  Md.] 

[I  have  not  investigated  particulars  of  this  "suit"  but  undoubtedly 
Mr.  Fenwick's  reference  would  throw  light  on  it.  But  it  has  been  noted 
(on  page  119)  that  the  manor  house  and  surrounding  lands  were  left  to 
Zarvona  by  his  mother,  Jane  Armstrong  Thomas.  Zarvona  makes  reference 
to  the  re-division  of  the  lands  in  a  statement  written  in  the  year  1873, 
but  it  is  not  established  whether  the  statement  was  written  before  or 
after  the  suit  in  question.  Zarvona  writes: 

Ge.oA.gz  Thomas  having  stated  that  he  could  not  "make  hi* 
bnead"  on  a  thind  o*  the  estate  o£  Mattapany  .  .  .  ,  I  agneed 
In  187 0  to  4 ell  him  my  inteneAt  thenein,  I  had  been  infioAmed 
that  I  had  the  Atgkt  to  take  the  houte  and  the  land  adjoining . 

1 1  u;oi  to  my  intent* t  to  pno^it  by  thi*  night;  on  the  contnany 
I  yielded  to  him .  ...  1 1  um  non),  even  mone  than  two  yean* 
pneviou* ,  against  my  intene*t  to  *ell  my  land  to  him «  I  neven- 
thele 44  agneed  to  hi*  teAm *. 

Grandfather's  interests  evidently  were  not  involved  in  the  proceedings; 
he  is  mentioned  by  Zarvona,  but  only  casually  so,  in  such  terms  as  "in 
the  presence  of  Mr.  J.  Wm.  Thomas",  etc.] 

George  and  Ellen  Thomas,  who  lived  in  the  old  manor  house,  soon  in¬ 
creased  their  holdings  from  the  177  acres  to  660  acres  [St.  Mary's  County 
Assessment  Records  for  1876.  These  records,  and  others,  are  now  stored 
in  the  basement  of  the  St.  Mary's  County  Jail  in  Leonardtown.]  Captain 
George  Thomas  died  at  Mattapany  in  1903.  His  eldest  son,  John  Henry 
Thomas,  eventually  bought  out  the  other  heirs  and  became  the  sole  owner. 
The  latter  died  in  1931  and  his  widow  sold  Mattapany  to  George  and  There¬ 
sa  Weschler. 

The  Weschlers,  of  Washington,  D.C. ,  spent  most  of  their  time  at  Mat¬ 
tapany  but  did  not  live  in  the  old  manor  house  as  it  was  in  bad  repair. 
They  were  restoring  the  house  to  its  original  grandeur  when  the  U.S.  Gov¬ 
ernment  announced  that  it  desired  this  entire  area  for  construction  of  a 
naval  base.  In  1942  Mattapany,  and  112  other  tracts,  containing  in  the 
aggregate,  5,955.11  acres,  were  acquired  by  the  United  States  of  America 
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by  process  of  condemnation  [Land  Record,  Liber  C.B.G.  #13,  folio  320 
etc.,  Leonardtown] .  Then  the  construction  of  the  Patuxent  Naval  Air 
Station  was  started. 

THE  PRESENT  MANOR  HOUSE  [continuation  of  Mr.  Fenwick's  article] 

To  verify  the  history  of  early  colonial  homes  is  always  difficult 
and  conclusions  drawn  are  often  controversial.  Included  here  are  the 
records  I  have  found  and  the  impressions  these  records  have  made  upon  me. 

There  are  ample  records  to  prove  that  a  large  manor  house  stood  on 
Mattapany-Sewall.  It  was  most  probably  built  by  Henry  Sewall,  the  immi¬ 
grant.  It  was  the  home  of  Charles,  Lord  Baltimore,  and  for  a  time  it 
was  the  "Government  House  of  the  Province".  James  Walter  Thomas  says, 

"The  last  notice  of  the  old  Calvert  house  was  in  1773,  when  it  was  re¬ 
ported  to  be  in  a  state  of  dilapidation  and  decay.  It  has  long  since 
disappeared,  though  its  foundation  and  cemented  cellar  may  still  be  seen. 
The  building  was  about  60  x  30  feet,  with  a  capacious  wing,  and  stood 
about  250  yards  southward  of  the  present  commodious  dwelling  house  of 
Mattapany."  [Chronicles  of  Colonial  Maryland  (1900),  page  292.]  Then 
I  find  in  the  U.S.  Assessment  Records  of  1798  the  following: 

Nicholas  Lewis  Sewall--A  brick  Dwelling  house  two  stories 
high  32  by  38  feet  in  bad  repair  6  Windows  5-1/2  by  2-1/2 
ft,  8  do,  3-3/4  by  2-1/2  ft,  Kitchen  in  good  repair  27  by 
18  ft,  Corhhouse  32  by  14  feet  with  a  10  ft  shed  each  side, 
of  wood,  situated  on  the  Patuxent--Harvey  Hundred. 

[These  records  are  at  the  Maryland  Historical  Society  in  Baltimore  and 
are  on  film  at  St.  Mary's  Co.  Historical  Society  in  Leonardtown. ] 

The  plat  done  by  George  Bennie  Dent  in  1873  showed  both  the  new  man¬ 
sion  and  the  ruins  of  the  old.  [Further  description  of  this  plat  and  re¬ 
production  of  a  portion  of  this  plat  will  be  given  on  a  later  page.] 

Upon  inquiry,  the  present  generation  of  the  Thomas  family  stated  that  the 
mansion  was  built  by  the  Sewalls  before  it  was  purchased  by  Richard 
Thomas,  they  tell  of  additions  and  improvements,  but  are  positive  that 
the  original  house  was  built  by  the  Sewalls.  Then,  by  chance,  I  found 
another  record.  In  1835  Father  Fidele  de  Grivel,  S.J,  was  sent  to  St. 
Inigoes  to  be  assistant  to  Father  Joseph  Carberry.  Unfortunately  Father 
Sewall  died  just  before  his  friend,  Father  Grivel,  arrived  in  the  county 
where  Father  Sewall  was  bom.  On  March  10,  1835  Father  Grivel  writes 
from  St.  Inigoes  Manor,  Maryland,  to  Father  Joseph  Tristram  of  Worchester, 
England.  After  thanking  him  for  sending  the  sad  news  of  the  demise  of 
his  good  friend,  Father  Nicholas  Sewall,  he  tells  of  a  visit  to  Mattapany: 

A  fortnight  ago  I  accompanied  Pother  Carberry  to  Mattapany-Swall, 
sixteen  miles  north  of  St ♦  Inigoes,  We  have  there  a  congregation  o f  six 
hundred  cornmnicants ,  ivith  a  chapel  better  than  the  old  one  at  Stonyhurst, 
Jt  is  called  St*  Nicholas1  Church ,  The  Sewalls  are  great  benefactor*  to 
it,  Mattdpanu,  aw  Indian  name ,  is  situated  on  a  hill  on  the  south  tide  of 
the  Patuxent  Rive*,  about  too  miles  above  it*  mouth  in  the  Bay  of  Chesa¬ 
peake,  Charles  Calvert ,  Lord  Baltimore ,  proprietor  of  Maryland ,  grandson 
of  George  Calvert,  and  son  of  Cecil ,  had  Mattapany  his  favorite  residence 
from  1662  to  1682,  uhen  he  returned  to  England ,  ivhere  he  died  in  1714,  as. 
good  a  Catholic  as  his  father  and  grandfather , 

The  residence  of  Charles  Calvert  had  so  much  decayed,  that  the  grand 
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or  great- grand  father  Father  Sewall,  had  buiLt  a  $ine  brick  house  cut  a 
short  distance,  and  in  that  mono  A- house  FcutheA  Sewall  was  bom,  Indeed , 

1  walked  with  detight  in  the  place  wheAe  our  good  6 Aiend  had  been  playing, 
and  saying  his  pAayeAS  as  a  child ,  I  AegAetted  he  was  gone,  because  he 
would  have  been  pleased  with  my  details  about  the  place  ofa  his  biAth  and 
baptism ,  [Woodstock  Letters,  Vol.  X,  pages  256-258.] 

Father  Grivel’s  letter  does  not  give  the  exact  age  of  the  present 
manor  house,  but  it  does  prove  that  a  manor  house  was  there  at  that  time, 
and  that  it  was  not  the  Calvert  house.  As  an  on  the  spot  eye  witness,  I 
do  not  believe  that  he  would  have  thought  that  Father  Sewall  was  born  in 
the  house  unless  Father  Sewall  had  told  him  so  or  unless  it  appeared  to 
be  that  old  or  older  at  that  time.  Father  Nicholas  Lewis  Sewall  was  bom 
in  1745,  therefore  the  present  manor  house  was  built  at  least  before  that 
date.  In  my  opinion  it  was  built  soon  after  the  land  came  back  into  the 
posession  of  the  Sewall  family  in  1722,  and  during  the  tenancy  of  Nicho¬ 
las  Sewall,  Jr.,  son  of  Major  Nicholas  Sewall.  The  Calvert  house  had 
probably  been  tenanted  out  by  the  Lords  Baltimore  from  1682  until  1722 
and  the  house  was  beyond  repair  in  1722,  at  least  for  the  principal  resi¬ 
dence.  As  already  stated,  additions  and  extensive  renovations  were  made 
to  the  second  manor  house  after  it  was  purchased  by  the  Thomas  family. 

*  *  * 


The  above  ends  Mr.  Fenwick’s  important  research  article  on  Matta- 
pany.  The  Deed  of  Trust,  previously  mentioned  on  page  171,  follows: 

VEEV  OF  TRUST  24  JanuaAy  1840 . 

GeoAge  FoAbes  ofi  St,  Mary's  County,  Maryland,  and  Mary  E,  FoAbes,  his  wi^e 

to  GeoAge  Thomas 

Whereas  by  I ndentuAe  dated  6  Ma Ach  1824  made  between  Jane  AAmstAong 
oi  the  one  paAt  and  James  Hutton  ofr  the  otheA  part,  theAe  was  conveyed  by 
the  6 omeA  to  the  IcutteA  a  paAcel  o$  gAound  situated  in  the  City  ofa  Bal¬ 
timore, 

To  hold  to  the  said  James  Hulton  ^OA  the  Aesidue  ofi  the  teAm  origin¬ 
ally  gAanted  In  trust  &or  the  said  Jane  Armstrong  6 oa  life  &ree  fem 
any  claim  o&  any  fcutuAe  husband  and  afeer  heA  decease  to  the  childAen  bom 
o £  heA  body,  i&  no  childAen  then  In  trust  fior  Edward  Armstrong,  Robert  C, 
Armstrong,  Thomas  Armstrong,  William  Armstrong,  Andrew  Armstrong,  and  John 
A rmstrong--as  recorded  in  Baltimore,  Md,  Liber  W,G,  NQ  170,  66  626  etc. 
Since  making  this  Trust  on  31  July  1832  said  Jane  intermarried  with  Rich¬ 
ard  Thomas  o£  St,  Mary's  County,  Maryland,  and  has  issue  to  wit :  several 
children  o 6  the  said  marriage,  who  are  now  ofi  fiull  life.  And  whereas 
Robert  C,  Armstrong  and  Thomas  Armstrong  being  both  dead  and  not  having 
le^t  lawful  issue,  the  above  named  William  Armstrong,  Andrew  Armstrong, 
and  John  Armstrong  by  deed  13  May  1833  recorded  in  Baltimore  Liber  T,K,  N? 
233,  66  88  etc,  conveyed  their  interest  to  Jane  Thomas  and  Edward  Arm¬ 
strong, 

And  whereas  a  Bill  ofi  Complaint  ofi  said  Richard  Thomas  and  Jane  his 
wifie  iiled  in  Baltimore  County  Court  against  Richard  Thomas,  Junior, 

George  Thomas,  and  Andrew  Thomas,  children  o 6  the  said  Richard  and  Jane 
Thomas  praying  60/l  a  *>ale  06  said  trust  so  that  the  proceeds  might  be  in¬ 
vested  under  the  direction  o 6  said  Richard  Thomas, 

18  April  1839  decreed  that  the  Trust  be  sold.  The  Trust  was  sold, 
the  net  balance  being  $13, 650,00, 

Richard  Thomas  contracted  with  George  Forbes  60fl  ^e  purchase  o£ 
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Lands  heAein  described  foA  $17,  000  --  $3000  being  the  pAopeA  money  o f  said 
RichaAd  Therm*  and  the  balance  the  TAust, 

The  paAties  of  the  fiASt  paAt  do  hereby  convey  unto  George  Thomas  all 
land a  in  St,  MaAy's  County  in  the  poAeAAion  of  Geo Age  FoAbes,  it  being  the 
Land  he  puAchased  of  Robert  Sewatl  o f  PAince  Geo Age  County  called  Malta- 
pany  containing  9 00  ocaca . 

[The  above  as  recorded  in  Liber  St.  Mary’s  Co.  Abstract  Deeds  1831- 
1840,  folio  536  5c,  now  in  Land  Office  Building,  Annapolis,  Maryland.] 


THE  PLAT  VONE  BV  GEORGE  B.  VENT  in  1873,  mentioned  on  page  172,  is 
beautifully  executed.  It  is  on  a  glossy  fabric  and  measures  38  inches  in 
length  and  15  inches  in  width.  The  lower  half  is  reproduced  on  the  next 
page.  The  upper  half  describes  the  three  lots  and  is  followed  by  descrip¬ 
tive  remarks  "of  interest  to  the  Citizens  of  Maryland".  There  are  evident¬ 
ly  at  least  two  copies  of  this  plat:  the  one  in  my  posession  given  to  me 
at  least  30  years  ago  by  Aunt  Lou,  and  the  one  described  by  Mr.  Fenwick. 
Excerpts  from  the  upper  half  are  as  follows: 

At  the  Aequest  of  John  H,  TuAneA  and  OtheAA,  CommissioneAS  appointed 
to  divide  the  Anal  eAtate  o f  the  late  RichaAd  Thomas,  I  do  heAeby  ceAtify 
that  1  have  caAefully  AeAUAveyed  the  Aaid  estate,  known  as  Mattaponi,  and 
have  divided  the  same  into  ThAee  Lots  oa  PaAcels  as  by  the  said  Commis- 
sioneAs  diAected, 

Beginning  foA  Lot  No,  1,  Open  land,  at  a  CedaA  tAee  standing  on  a 
point  of  Upland  between  Two  small  stAeams  of  wateA,  it  being  the  beginning 
of  Lot  No,  3  and  Running  thence  with  said  Lot  the  Foua  ,  ,  , 

Beginning  next  foA  Lot  No,  2,  at  a  maAked  CedaA  tAee,  standing  by  the 
West  Side  of  the  public  Aoad  leading  j <Aom  the  GAeat  Hills  to  Millstone 
Landing,  in  Mattaponi  lane  and  84  7/10  fits  [fs?  ps?]  fAom  ,  ,  , 

Beginning  lastly  foA  Lot  No,  3,  at  the  beginning  of  Lot. No,  1  and 
Running  theAewith  to  the  shoAe  of  Patuxent  niveA,  thence  with  Said  ShoAe 
N, 79  1/3  Veg4  E, 10  If 3  ps  [?]  N,64  1/4  Vegt  E,26  2/S  ps  [?]  ... 

SuAueyed  and  CeAtified  this  30th  Vay  of  May  1873  by  Geo,  B,  Vent, 
SuAveyoA  foA  the  Commissi 

The  Contis  A  tone  as,  in  this  case,  weAe  ,  ,  ,  assistants  ...  . 

Mattaponi  must  always  be  of  inteAest  to  the  Citizens  of  MaAyland,  It 
is  connected  with  most  of  the  leading  incidents  in  the  eaAly  histoAy  of 
the  PAovince *  The  Auins  of  "Mattaponi  House"  aAe  some  350  ydi  S,E,  of  the 
pAesent  Mansion  House,  It  was  heAe  that  Philip  CalveAt  Aesided,  and  heAe 
also  weAe  the  colonial  aAchives  caAAied  at  the  time  of,  the  Pnotestand 
Aevolution, 

The  soil  is  of  excellent  quality  and  much  of  it  is  highly  impAoved, 

A  laAge  paAt  of  the  estate  is  open  and  aAable;  the  ballance  is  coveAed  with 
timbeA,  mostly  Pine  Oak  and  Chesnut,  all  convenient  to  navigation.  The 
land  is  well  dnained,  and  abundantly  wateaed.  The  SpAings  and  StAeams  neaA 
"Mattaponi  House"  foA  abundance  and  beauty  one  possibly  unequaled  in  the 
CountAy,  The  Patuxent  AiveA,  Matchless  on  this  Continent,  foA  depth  of 
wateA,  tine  hanboAA,  and  foA  the  abundance  and  excellence  of  fish,  OysteAS 
and  wild  fowl,  bounds  the  Estate  on  the  NoAth,  and  in  open  weatheA,  Steam - 
eAS  land  at  the  whaAf,  eveAy  day  except  Sunday, 

The  lower  half  of  the  Dent  scroll,  next  page,  is  necessarily  reduced 
by  more  than  one-half.  Note  the  Farm  Yard  to  the  south  of  the  Mansion; 
this  was  the  location  of  the  tenant's  home  as  we  knew  it,  and  it  still 
stands  (as  officer  quarters).  Forming  a  triangle  with  these  two,  and  to 
the  right  are  the  old  ruins.  At  bottom  center  is  shown  the  St.  Nicholas 
Church  lot. 
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After  the  death  of  Richard  Thomas  in  1849  there  was  a  "Revaluation 
£  Division  the  Estate  of  Richard  Thomas"  which  was  recorded  in  "one  of 
the  records  of  the  Orphans  Court  of  St.  Marys  County".  A  "true  copy"  is 
given  below: 


We  allot  &  066 ign  to  Mrs.  Jane  Thomas  widow  o$  the  deceased 


1  Negro  man  den 

aged  53  years 

400.00 

1  Woman  Ann 

"  41 

350.00 

1  Boy  Cynus 

"  n  " 

800.00 

1  Man  Hllory 

n  2 ;  »» 

800.00 

1  Boy  Benedict 

"  16  " 

650.00 

1  Glnl  Jane 

"  15  " 

650.00 

1  Boy  lazh  Jay  ton 

n  £  n 

250.00 

1  Boy  Jno  Lewis 

n  2  n 

100.00 

Also  all  the  othen  personal  Estate  o<  said  deca 

except  negroes  Included  In  the  Inventory  and 

neappnals ement  ofi  the  deceased  Estate  made  by 

order  o 6  Count  annexed  to  this  dividend  amount- 

Ing  to 

4024.00 

$8024.00 

We  allot  6  assign  to  Richard  Thomas 

oldest  son  o£  the 

deceased 

1  Negro  man  Henry  Bean 

aged  31  years 

$650.00 

1  "  Woman  Susan 

"  34  " 

550.00 

1  "  Glnl  Ellyena 

”  1 8  months 

75.00 

1  "  GVit  Al olbj 

"  3  years 

150.00 

1  "  Boy  William 

n  j  n 

75.00 

1  "  Man  George  (canpenten) 

„  62  a 

200.00 

1  "  Glnl  Chanlott 

”  13  " 

650.00 

$235 0.00 

We  allot  6  assign  to  George  Thcmas 

second  son  ofa  the 

deceased 

1  Negro  Boy  Jo  Henry 

aged  1 1  years 

600.00 

1  "  Glnl  Harlet 

n  -j  n 

300.00 

1  "  Woman  Marla 

„  3|  M 

600.00 

1  "  Man  Henry  Gross 

„  27  " 

850.00 

$2350.00 


We  allot  6  assign  to  James  Thomas  third  son  o£  the  deceased 

1  Negro  Girl  Many  Eliza  9  yeans  old  $300.00 
1  "  Glnl  Erma  3  "  "  150.00 
1  ”  Man  John  35  "  "  700.00 
1  ”  "  Jim  {Canpenten )  39  M  "  650.00 
1  "  Man  Clem  48  "  "  ~  550.00 


$2350.00 

Given  unden  oun  hands  and  seals  this  30th  day  o$  August  IS 53 

Jo  K.  Greenwell  (seal) 

J as.  F.  A belt  (seal) 

We  have  awarded  to  the  wldcw  pnopenty  amounting  to  $S0.24  because  It  Is 
undenstood  that  a^ten  the  distribution,  thene  will  be  a  balance  o£ 

3024.  12  le(t  due  to  the  admlnlstnaton  which  she  Is  pay  him  6  the  deduc¬ 
tion  0&  which  would  make  hen  distributive  shone  $4016.62  and  that  o 
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eacJ i  oi  th ie  Ckildnen  $2677,  75,  we  tkeneior le  awand  ke.fi  tke  above,  pnopenty 
pnovided  tke.  *aid  balance  a*centained  by  tke  Count  to  be  due.  tke.  admin - 
i*tnaton*  8  pnovided  * he  be  directed  by  tke  Count  to  pay  it,  8  u)e  al*o 
awand  that  4 he  pay  eack  ofi  tke  Ckildnen  tke  *um  o i  tknee  kundned  and 
twenty  *even  dollan*  6  seventy  iive  cent 4. 

Jo*epk  K,  Gneenwell  (4 eal) 

Jo* .  F.  A bell  (4 eal) 

Ml LLSTONE  LANDING  was  purchased  by  Jane  Armstrong  five  years  after 
her  husband's  death.  We  have  the  following: 


St,  Many' 6  County  Commn*,  OHice 
Septn,  9tk  185 1, 

Ondened  tkat  Jokn  V,  Fneeman  have  the  pnivalege  o i  enecting  a  Steam - 
boat  wkani  on  tke  pub-tic  landing  at  MilZ*tone  landing  on  tke  Patuxent 
1 liven,  at  hi*  own  expence,  and  tke  4  aid  wkani  to  be  hi*  own  pnopenty ; 
pnovided  tkat  4 aid  Ukani  i 4  no  injuny  to  tke  *aid  public  landing. 


Ma6  ,  Jane  Thomas 


Manck  15th  1854 


Sot  at  Jokn  V,  Fneeman*  Sale  1  tiJkani  6  Building 4  Mill- 
4 tone  Landing  *  $ 1200,00  June  22,  Reed  a  Note  at  6  month*  ion  tke  above, 

Jokn  V,  Fneeman  Executon  oi 
Jokn  V,  Fneeman  Junn, 


The  note  (together  with  personal  checks  of  her  late  husband)  is  repro¬ 
duced  on  the  next  page.  The  note  was  duly  paid  21  September  1854,  accord¬ 
ing  to  endorsement  on  the  back,  together  with  $37.00  interest  for  six 
months  and  five  days. 

Jane  Armstrong  Thomas  died  in  1871  and,  as  we  have  previously  noted, 
she  left  Mattapany  to  her  three  sons,  that  portion  containing  the  mansion 
going  to  her  eldest  son,  Richard  (Zarvona).  We  have  further  seen  that 
the  three  brothers  redistributed  their  lands  following  the  Civil  War. 

The  deed,  finally  giving  Capt.  George  Thomas  full  right  to  the  mansion 
and  surrounding  area  is  given  below: 

Tki*  Deed,  made  thi*  sixteenth  day  oi  May,  in  the  yean  eighteen  kun- 
dned  and  eighty  i oun ,  by  me  Robt,  C,  Comb 4,  *unviving  T no* tee  tilitne**eth: 
wkenea*  by  vintue  oi  a  Deed  oi  Tnu*t,  executed  on  the  1*t  day  oi  Vec, 

1873,  by  R.  T,  lanvona  to  John  til,  Mi tckelt  and  tke  *aid  Robt,  C,  Comb 4, 
tke  *aid  Jokn  tiJ,  Mitchell  and  Robt,  C,  Comb 4,  Tnu*tee*  did  4 ell  at  public 
auction,  tke  pnopenty  mentioned  in  *aid  deed  oi  tnu*t,  on  the  25 tk  May 
1875,  and  Geonge  Tkoma*  became  the  puncha*en  at  *aid  *ale,  and  wkenea* 
the  *  aid  *ale  wa*  neponted  to  the  Cincuit  Count  i on  St,  Ma/iy'  4  County, 
fitting  04  a  Count  oi  Equity,  and  ha*  been  finally  *ati*iied  by  *aid 
Count,  and  the  puncka*e  money  ion  *aid  pnopenty  ha*  been  (juULy  paid  by 
the  *aid  Geonge  Tkoma*  puncka*en,  and  wkenea*  the  *aid  John  UJ,  Mitchell 
one  oi  the  *aid  Tnu*tee *,  ka*  * ince  *aid  *ale  depanted  thi*  Hie, 

Now  tkeneione  in  con*idenation  oi  the  pnemi*e*,  1  the  *  aid  Robt,  C, 
Comb*,  * unviving  Tnu*tee,  do  gnant  unto  the  *aid  Geonge  Tkoma*  all  that 
tnact  on  pancel  oi  land,  lying  in  St,  Many' *  County,  commonly  called  and 
known  by  tke  name  oi  ” Pant  Mattapanin  and  containing  thnee  kundned  and 
ninety  and  one  kali  acne*,  mone  on  le**.  It  being  that  pontion  oi  Matta- 
pani  called  Lot  No,  2  a**igned  to  R,  Tkoma*  lanvona,  by  the  Comni**ionen* 
appointed  by  tke  Cincuit  Count  ion  St,  Many’*  County ,  *itting  a*  a  Count 
oi  Equity,  in  a  cau*e  in  *  aid  Count,  manked  33  8  Itn  E,  in  which  tke  *aid 
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R.  Thomas  larvona  was  Complainant,  and  the.  6 aid  George  Thomas  with  a 
certain  James  W,  Thomas  were  defendants,  and  which  is  embraced  within 
the  metes  and  bounds  as  mentioned  in  the  certificate  of  the  Survey  re¬ 
turned  by  said  Commissioners,  in  said  Equity  proceedings  as  comprising 
Lot  No,  2,  Witness  my  hand  and  seal  this  day  and  year  aforesaid. 

Test:  Robt,  C,  Combs  (seal) 

Jo,  F,  Morgan  Surviving  Trustee 

Captain  George  died  in  1903  but  his  widow,  Ellen  Ogle,  continued 
the  management  of  the  lands.  Although  it  seems  that  we  are  writing  very 
much  in  the  past,  it  is  interesting  that  Mrs.  Thomas  had  as  her  tenant 
farmer  the  same  E.  Archie  Bell  that  all  of  our  generation  knew,  and  who 
continued  to  farm  the  land  through  the  remaining  years  that  the  Thomas 
family  owned  Mattapany.  Below  is  the  Agreement  between  Mrs.  Thomas  and 
Mr.  Bell  for  the  year  1910,  dated  August  1909: 

WHEAT,  Mr,  Bell  is  to  put  in  wheat  the  Readmonds  field  and  part  of 
the  Mill  Field,  properly  preparing  the  same  and  cutting  and  harvesting 
the  wheat.  He  is  to  furnish  the  seed  wheat  and  two-thirds  of  the  guano, 
which  must  be  a  good  bone  guano,  not  less  than  three  hundred  pounds  to 
the  acre,  Mrs,  Thomas  is  to  furnish  one- third  of  the  guano,  and  the 
crop  is  to  be  shipped  in  the  Joint  names  of  the  two  parties  to  this  con¬ 
tract,  and  the  proceeds  divided,  one- third  to  Mrs,  Thomas  and  two-thirds 
to  Mr,  Bell,  He  is  also  to  have  the  use  of  two- thirds  of  the  straw,  but 
none  is  to  be  moved  from  the  place, 

TOBACCO,  Mr,  Bell  is  to  put  about  ten  acres  in  tobacco,  in  the  Race 
or  Mill  Field,  as  he  may  choose,  furnishing  all  labor  and  machinery  for 
it,  and  one-half  of  the  fertilizer,  and  the  crop  is  to  be  shipped  in  the 
joint  names  of  the  two  parties  to  this  contract,  and  the  proceeds  divided 
one-half  to  Mrs,  Thomas  and  one-half  to  Mr,  Bell,  Mrs,  Thomas  is  to 
furnish  one-half  of  the  fertilizer, 

CORN,  The  Race  Field  is  to  be  put  in  corn,  except  such  part  as  Mr, 
Bell  may  put  in  tobacco,  and  Mr,  Bell  is  to  secure  for  Mrs »  Thomas,  as 
she  may  direct,  one- third  of  the  corn,  one- third  of  the  shucks  and  one- 
third  of  the  provender, 

Mr,  Bell  is  to  keep  on  the  place  only  his  working  horses  and  oxen 
and  three  cows.  He  can  also  keep  ten  hogs  for  killing,  and  they  are  to 
be  kept  in  the  wood  lot,  back  of  the  cultivated  land.  No  ducks  or  geese 
are  to  be  raised,  and  his  poultry  is  to  be  kept,  as  far  as  possible,  off 
the  growing  crops,  Mrs,  Thomas  agrees  to  pay  for  any  new  rails,  which 
Mr,  Bell  may  have  cut,  for  a  fence  across  the  White  Field,  and  he  is  to 
haul  them  and  put  the  fence  up,  if  he  desires  to  graze  it,  after  the  hay 
is  cut,  Mrs,  Thomas  further  agrees  he  may  keep  ten  sheep.  The  back  part 
of  the  Bam  Field  he  may  use  for  pasture  if  he  will  fence  it  off.  He  is 
to  keep  clean  and  in  repair  all  fences  around  growing  crops, 

Ellen  Ogle  Thomas  died  two  months  after  drawing  up  the  above  agree¬ 
ment.  Her  will,  made  the  previous  year,  is  as  follows: 

I  leave  to  my  daughters,  Louisa  Ogle  and  Kate,  my  personal  property 
on  Mattapany,  including  horses,  cattle,  Sc,  on  the  place  and  household 
furniture,  except  such  as  may  be  eliminated  by  a  memorandum  enclosed,  and 
the  service  of  silver  which  I  leave  to  my  son  John,  I  give,  devise,  and 
bequeath  my  farm  known  as  Mattapany  and  my  wharf  at  Millstone  Landing  to 
my  son  John  H,  Thomas,  in  trust,  nevertheless,  to  pay  the  net  income 
arising  therefrom  to  my  daughters,  Louisa  Ogle  and  Kate,  during  their 
life,  as  long  as  they  shall  remain  unmarried,  and  upon  the  marriage  or 
death  of  either  of  my  daughters,  then  to  the  survivor  during  her  life,  or 
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at  long  at  t he  t hall  nemaln  unmannled;  and  1  empowen  the  6 cud  John  H. 
Thomas,  by  and  with  the  content  of  a  majonlty  o f  my  children  then  living, 
Including  my  two  daughter,  If  living  and  unmannled,  told  content  to  be 
l) i  wnltlng,  to  tell  and  dltpote  of  my  pnopenty  known  at  "Mattapany"  and 
"Mlllttone  Landing ",  and  convey  the  tame  by  deed  duly  executed  by  him  to 
the  punchatent  t.henec f,  and  to  Invett  the  pnoceedt  o f  tuch  tale  In  tone 
tafe  manner  at  he  may  deem  fon  the  bett  Intenettt  of  all  concenned,  Fnom 
and  aften  the  mannlage  on  death  o f  both  my  daughtent,  then  all  of  my  pno¬ 
penty  It  to  be  divided  equally  among  my  children,  thane  and  thane  alike , 

We  have  seen  (page  119)  that  Kate--better  known  as  Katharine  or 
Ki tty--married  Dr.  Browse  a  year  after  her  mother's  death;  Cousin  Kitty 
thus  lost  her  share  in  Mattapany  and  the  property  thence  belonged  to 
Louisa  Ogle--Loulie,  Aunt  Lou.  But  it  was  impracticable  for  Aunt  Lou  to 
continue  to  live  at  Mattapany;  within  a  few  years  she  moved  to  Baltimore 
but  thereafter  spent  her  summers  at  Mattapany.  Meanwhile  the  question  of 
the  disposition  of  the  place  presented  itself.  All  of  the  brothers  lived 
in  different  localities  so  that  most  of  the  discussion  was  through  corre¬ 
spondence.  John,  Tazewell,  and  Ldward  all  were  interested  in  acquiring 
the  place,  and  the  others  hoped  that  Mattapany  would  remain  in  the  family. 
Some  of  the  letters  follow: 


URANIUM  STEAMSHIP  CO.  LTD. 


Edw.  0.  Thomas  121  Produce  Exchange 

New  York  Manager 

New  York  Manch  1,  1911 , 


M y  dean  John, 

Some  dayt  ago  Tazewell  tpoke  to  me  about  having  made  an 
of  fen  fon  Mattapany ,  He  told  me  that  he  had  opened  $15000  fon  It,  If 
the  place  It  fon  tale  I  thould  like  to  have  an  oppontunlty  of  getting  It, 
Vo  you  think  the  family  will  even  get  togethen  and  content  to  Itt  being 
told.  Now  that  thene  It  no  one  left  tkene  It  amountt  to  little  mone  than 
what  It  It  wonth  In  dollant  and  centt,  1  will  give  $12000  fon  the  place 
without  the  whan f  pnopenty  but  I  -duppo^e  you  would  place  a  hlghen  value 
than  thlt  on  It? 


Affectionately, 

Edw,  0,  Thom at 


M anch  6,  1911, 


My  dean  John, 

1  am  tonny  to  hean  that  youn  health  hat  been  doubtful  and  I 
hope  you  will  not  be  compelled  to  give  up  butlnett  fon  any  tuch  neat  on 
but  I  mutt  tay  that  I  would  not  rrlnd  giving  up  now  tuch  an  attnactlve 
place  at  you  have  fon  what  you  might  get  out  of  a  place  In  the  South, 

So  fan  at  Mattapany  It  concenned,  If  l  bought  It  I  would  only  netain  the 
home  tide .  I  do  not  tee  why  any  membent  of  the  family  thould  object  to 
youn  buying  the  place  at  $15000,  I  am  tune  my  Intenettt  In  It  one  to 
t light  I  would  veny  much  like  to  tee  you  own  It  at  any  flgune.  If  you 
bought  It,  It  would  pnobably  mean  It  would  nemain  Intact  and  I  thould  like 
to  tee  It  ttay  In  the  family .  ...  I  am  ttili  feeling  that  I  am  going 

to  go  back  to  a  fanm  by  the  time  I  am  fonty  If  not  befone. 

Affectionately  yount, 

Edw  and 


Jan,  6, 


Vean  Tazewell, 

John  wnltet  me  that  all  the  membent  of  the  family 
Ing  that  he  thould  have  Mattapany  @  $17,  500,  So  fan  at  you  one 


1912, 

one  will - 
concenned 
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1  6upp06e  this  is  txue.  Fox  my  paxt  I  should  much  xathex  6ee  it  remain 

as  it  <s,  fox  it  i6  po66ible  ot  6ome  futuxe  date  I  may  have  6ome  intexe6t 

in  it  and  dexive  6  erne  benefit  oat  o  f  it  which  I  have  no-t  had  fox  the  last 
19  yeaxs .  It  . would  6cm  to  me  -t/ia^  a  6haxe  in  A \attapany  at  6 ome  futuxe 
date  witl  much  moxe  likely  incxease  in  value  than  any  6ecuxitie6  which 
might  replace  it.  John  wxite6  me  that  the  house  needs  6hingling  &  the 
baxns  axe  in  need  o ^  xepaix  6  that  thexe  16  no  money  to  do  it  with.  It 
6eem6  to  me  that  if  6uch  a  faxm  cannot  maintain  itself  it  i6  being  pooxly 

managed,  in  f act  not  managed  at  all.  I  6hould  like  to  know  how  you  feel 

about  it. 

A{ly 

Edw.  0.  Thoma6 


M y  deax  John, 


New  Maxtinsvillc 

dec.  11 ,  1912. 


In  xeply  to  yeux  lettex  about  youx  puxcha6e  of  M attapany, 
thexe  axe  no  objections  I  could  po66ibly  o'ffex.  Youx  offex  of  $15,  000, 
be6ide6  as6uning  the  mortgage  of  $ 2500  lt>  a  faix  pxice  f ox  it,  in  my 
e6timation.  And  I  would  be  paxticulaxly  glad  to  know  that  you  owned  it, 
not  only  06  the  head  of  the  faintly,  but  because  it  6em6  the  be6t,  if 
not  the  only  way  of  keeping  up  6  pxe6exving  the  old  home  place! 

Affectionately  youx i 


Kathaxine  T.  3xow6e 


Txoy,  Ohio 

Dec.  7th  1912. 


Alt/  deax  John: - 

I  arti  cextain  that  nothing  would  plea6e  me  moxe  than  to  6ee 
you  in  po66e66ion  of  Mattapany,  6  to  xe6toxe  it  06  it  6hould  be  done. 

Sut  I  foxewaxn  you  that  I  6hall  continue  to  come  down  in  the  futuxe  a6  I 
have  been  accustomed  to  doing  f ox  the  lait  fifteen  ox  twenty  yeaxs,  f ox 
as  long  06  it  xemain6  in  the  hand6  of  any  membex  o f  the  family  I  6 hall 
6 till  look  on  it  as  home.  I  6hould  hate  to  6ee  Al attapany  pa66  into  othex 
hands,  fox  no  one  could  have  the  intexe6t  in  it  that  we  have,  and  then  I 
6hould  $eel  as  though  we  wexe  alino6t  false  to  oux  txu6t  to  allow  othexs 
to  take  the  place.  Wexe  it  not  that  my  woxk  nece6sitate6  my  being  else - 
whexe  I  6hould  like  nothing  bettex  than  to  end  my  day 6  thexe.  I  hope 
thexe  will  be  no  objection  xaised  by  othex  membexs  of  the  family,  fex  I 
do  not  6ee  what  Is  to  become  o  f  the  old  place  otherwise. 

With  much  love 

Affectionately  VouX6 

Upton  3.  Thomas 


BIRMINGHAM  SPECIAL 

En  Route  Vec.  21,.  1912. 

Alt/  deax  John: 

Youx  lettex  of  the  5th  Inst,  was  6ometime  in  xeaching  me  on 
account  of  my  absence  fxom  Atlanta.  I  have  noted  caxefully  what  you  6ay 
in  xegaxd  to  M attapany.  I  am  pexfectly  willing  fox  you  to  act  as  you 
think  be6t  fox  all  paxtie6  concexned.  Aa  an  inve6tment  I  do  not  think 
Al attapany  Is  woxth  moxe  than  $17500,  6  I  would  cextainly  like  to  6ee  it 
xemain  in  the  fanily.  Whatevex  you  and  Loulie  think  be6t  to  do  with  the 
place  you  can  count  on  my  consent.  * 

1  am  on  my  way  to  Saltimoxe  6  N.Y.  fox  a  ten  day6  txip.  I  am  pxetty 
well  tixed  out  as  I  have  done  a  gxeat.  deal  of  txavelling  in  the  past 
month.  I  am  getting  on  vexy  well  in  my  bu6ine66  and  my  health  is  bettex 
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than  it  hat  been  {on  a  tong  time.  With  bett  withe*  {on.  a  Menny  Xmat, 

I  am  a{{y,  youn  bnothen, 

R.  Bnooke  Thoma t 


dean.  John, 


Vec,  21,  1912 . 


youn.  tetten  o{  the  26th  with  ne{enence  to  youn  taking  oven. 
Maitapani}  duty  deceived.  The  tat>t  time  1  taw  Tazewett,  he  totd  me  that 
he  coutd  ditpote  o{  the  ptace  { on.  a  veny  muck  tangen  amount .  I  think  it 
it  wonth  mone  than  $1 5 000- -and  woutd  bning  mone,  and  i{  you  with  to  buy 
it  in  without  any  definite  idea  at  to  what  you  witt  do  with  it  and  in 
view  o{  it*  not  even  cannying  it*et{  tatit  {actonity,  1  cant  tee  why  the 
{ amity  woutd  not  be  at  wett  tatit  {ied  to  tet  me  have  it  6  I  witt  go  thene 
to  Live  and  woutd  tike  to  do  it,  I  witt  take  it  { on.  $15000  6  witt  pay 
cath  { on.  it  and  you  no  doubt  with  be  taved  the  tnoubte  which  it  woutd 
atwayt  give  you  untent  you  wene  waking  it  youn.  headquanten* ,  So  { an.  at 
the  pnice  o{  the  ptace  it  concenned  I  am  not  intenet  ted  except  ai  a  pun- 
chat  en,  I  have  neven  neceived  anything  { nom  it  { on.  oun  eighteen  yean* 
and  tince  mothen,t  death  it  coutd  not  in  any  way  even  be  contidened  a 
home  that  any  o{  ut  have  the  teatt  night  to  6  l  {eet  at  you  do  that  any 
intenet t  to  {an.  at  vatue  it  concenned  it  too  nemote  to  be  wonth  contid- 
ening,  ...  yount, 

Edw,  0,  Thomat 


Law  Offices 

"  '  TAZEWELL  T.  THOMAS 

Cable  Address  :  JOHN  H.  ELLIOTT 

"SPINQSA"  -  Maryland  Trust  Building 

BALTIMORE,  MARYLAND 

January  9th,  1913. 


Mr.  John  ll.  Thomas 

84  State  Street, 

3oston,  Mass. 

My  dear  John:- 

Acknowledging  your  letters  of  the  3rd  and  4th,  my  letter 
of  March  3rd,  1911,  of  which  I  kept  and  enclose  herewith  a  copy,  outlines 
my  position  then  and  now. 

Loulie's  reference,  as  well  as  Edward's,  to  a  possible  pur¬ 
chaser  through  this  office  is  based  upon  my  statement  that  I  have  on 
quite  a  number  of  occasions  during  the  last  three  years  been  urged  to  se¬ 
cure  permission  for  an  examination  of  the  property  by  several  parties  who 
knew  of  it  and  wished  to  look  it  over  provided  it  could  be  bought  at  not 
over  $40,000;  these  were  in  no  sense  direct  offers  of  purchase,  but  were 
bona  fide  inquiries  from  substantial  interests:  frankly,  I  believe  the 
property  can  be  sold  for  considerably  more  than  $17,500  provided  it  is 
placed  uppn  the  market  and  proper  efforts  made  to  dispose  of  it:  but  this 
would  be  in  violation  of  every  feeling  that  I  have  in  connection  with  the 
place  and  such  a  step  will  not  be  taken  with  my  approval.  Your  offer  is 
a  very  liberal  one  based  upon  the  income  value  of  the  property  as  an  in¬ 
vestment  and  I  cannot  believe  that  any  member  of  the  family  will  eventu¬ 
ally  see  it  in  any  other  light  or  will  be  willing  to  have  the  place 
thrown  o:\,  the  market  for  the  sake  of  such  additional  price  as  an  outsider 
might  give,  or  will  insist  that  at  the  present  time  "it  is  worth  what  it 
will  sell  for"  since  you  wish  to  take  it;  ... 

With  much  love  to  Lou  lie  and  yourself, 

Affectionately  yours, 

T.  T.  Thomat 
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January  9th,  1913. 


Mr.  Edward  0.  Thomas, 

13  11  roadway, 

New  York  City. 

My  dear  Ed:- 

John  has  written  me  about  taking  over  Mattapany  for  $17,000, 
and  states  that  he  has  written  the  other  members  of  the  family  to  this 
effect;  his  attitude  seems  to  be  that  it  will  be  almost  impossible  for 
Loulie  to  continue  the  place  as  her  home  under  existing  conditions,  and 
that  this  will  make  it  necessary  to  dispose  of  the  place,  in  which  event 
he  wishes  to  take  over  and  restore  it  largely  as  a  matter  of  family 
pride;  as  a  money  revenue  producer,  John  is  certainly  correct  in  stating 
that  $17,500  is  a  good  price  for  the  property.  I  have  always  stated  my 
ready  willingness  that  he  should  take  the  place,  as  he  is  undoubtedly 
the  one  in  the  best  position  to  restore  it,  and  I  shall  be  delighted  to 
see  him  do  this  at  the  earliest  possible  time;  with  his  expressed  desire 
to  restore  the  place,  the  price  would  have  no  weight  whatever  with  me, 
even  if  my  interest  in  the  place  were  one  upon  which  I  might  realize  in 
the  near  future:  my  feeling  is  entirely  guided  by  my  pride  in  seeing  the 
place  restored  through  the  one  in  the  immediate  family  who  is  best  able 
to  do  this. 

John  is  entirely  correct  as  to  the  needs  of  the  place  at  the 
present  time  and  the  probable  necessity  for  disposing  of  it  in  the  near 
future  in  some  way  or  other;  you  appreciate  as  well  as  I  do  the  impossi¬ 
bility  of  managing  it  under  existing  conditions  with  any  great  degree  of 
success  as  a  revenue  producer;  I  like  several  others  in  the  family,  in¬ 
cluding  yourself,  of  course  I  should  like  to  own  the  place  and  was  ready 
to  take  it  over  a  year  or  two  ago,  but  from  every  standpoint  I  should 
prefer  to  see  John  take  it  and  hope  that  you  will  look  at  it  in  the  same 
light. 

With  love  to  Millicent  and  yourself, 

Affectionately  yours, 

T.  T.  Thomat 


Caixa  88, 

PoAto  A legAe,  BAazil. 
febAuaAy  17  th.  1913 . 

To  all  whom  It  may  concern — 

I  heAeby  give,  my  ^ull  and  [Aee  consent  to  the  telling  ofi  the 
Ettate  o£  Mattapany  to  my  bAotheA,  John  HenAy  Thomat,  £oa  the  turn  o< 
Seventeen  Thousand  five  Hundred  VoliaAt  ($17500.00) .  I  do  thit,  Reeling 
that  {iAtt  o£  all  it  will  be  in  the  inteAett  o$  my  titteA,  Louita  Ogle 
Thomat,  and  tecondly  that  the  unity  o&  ouA  (amibj,  which  it  much  to  be 
detiAed,  will  be  pAomoted  by  the  hme  place' t  development  undeA  the  own - 
eAthip  of  ouA  oldett  bAotheA.  Alto  l  am  o&  the  opinion  that  the  puAchate 
the  old  hornet tead  by  the  oldett  ton  would  be  acceptable  to  ouA  be¬ 
loved,  depaAted  paAentt. 

Wm.  Matthewt  MeAAick  Thomat 


ApAil  29,  1913. 


VeaA  John , 

The  long  legal  document  hat  been  duly  Aeceived.  The  only  paAt 
which  puzzlet  me  it  why  OAe  Upton  6  bAooke  named  defiendantt? 

I  am  glad  to  heaA  you  aAe  getting  on  youA  £ eet  again  and  1  thould 
think  the  independent  li£e  you  aAe  now  leading  would  be  an  incentive  to 
quit  butinett  altogetheA. 


A  Hec. 


E.  0.  Thcr, rat 
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Cousin  Ed's  puzzlement  over  the  named  defendants  puzzles  me  too.  I 
do  not  have  the  document  at  hand,  but  in  letter  dated  5  March  1913,  Cousin 
Tazewell  wrote  to  Cousin  John  giving  particulars  of  how  the  deed  should 
be  executed,  but  this  legal  quirk  was  not  mentioned.  Also,  it  is  likely 
that  Cousin  Tazewell  had  a  part  in  drawing  up  the  deed  for  he  wrote  that 
"under  no  circumstances  would  I  be  willing  to  have  you  pay  me  for  drawing 
the  deed  and,  for  your  own  protection,  1  suggest  that  this  should  be  done 
by  an  outside  attorney,  which  can  be  fully  covered  by  my  drawing  the  deed 
and  sending  it  to  you  for  the  approval  of  some  legal  friend  in  Boston..." 

The  sentiments  of  all  the  sisters  and  brothers  concerning  the  sale 
of  Mattapany  are  shown  in  the  above  letters--except  for  Aunt  Lou.  But  it 
should  be  obvious  that  her  feelings  were  considered  and  that  she  was  ful¬ 
ly  consulted;  at  the  time  of  the  negotiations  she  was  living  with  her 
brother  John  in  Boston. 

A  photograph  of  Mattapany  (contributed  by  Anne  Conklin)  as  it  ap¬ 
peared  at  this  time  is  shown  on  next  page. 

Upton,  Jr.  has  given  some  interesting  details  concerning  the  house. 
His  remarks  have  been  somewhat  edited  by  Hilda  Mumford  and  myself  and  1 
have  made  some  slight  changes  in  the  floor  plans  given  on  pages  186-187 
which  were  redrawn  by  his  son  Richard  with  the  comment  that  they  were 
"made  up  from  Father's  recollection  and  Edie's  photograph  albums;  by 
various  bits  of  geometric  construction  and  projection  I  arrived  at  the 
basic  dimensions  and  relative  locations  of  windows,  doors,  and  porches". 
Upton  states  that  the  drawings  are  reasonably  accurate  but  suggests  an 
error  which  is  verified  by  Hilda:  "On  the  first  floor  the  closet  may  well 
have  been  larger,  to  include  the  window  which  I  have  shown  as  being  in 
the  study".  Upton's  letter: 

March  1,  1962. 

Dear  Armstrong: 

I  am  enclosing  sketches  representing  my  memory  of  the  lay¬ 
out  at  Mattapany  as  it  was  in  1928.  I  spent  some  time  discussing  its 
architectural  history  with  my  father  that  summer  and  I  did  a  fair  amount 
of  research  into  its  construction. 

When  Richard  Thomas  bought  the  house  in  1840,  it  was  nearly  square 
and  the  upper  floor  had  only  three  windows  across  the  front;  the  west  end 
containing  the  library,  parlor,  and  the  rooms  above  were  added  by  him. 

The  main  entrance  was  on  the  west  side  of  the  hall;  he  filled  in  the  old 
doorway  when  he  added  to  the  house,  and  he  built  the  boxed-in  stairs. 
Either  then  or  later  he  raised  the  north  wall  of  the  house  about  two  feet 
and  extended  the  roof  toward  the  river  to  form  a  long  portico  on  that 
side,  presumably  supported  by  columns  and  having  a  ground  level  terrace 
reached  by  a  few  steps  down  from  the  hall  door. 

In  George  Thomas'  time,  the  north  side  of  the  house  was  felt  to  be 
too  dark  and  damp,  the  columns  collapsed  with  termites,  and  the  portico 
was  removed.  The  wall  on  that  side,  however,  remained  two  feet  higher 
as  can  be  seen  from  photographs  of  the  west  end  of  the  house,  showing  the 
elevation  to  be  unsymmet rical . 

The  brickwork  of  the  older  part  of  the  house  and  of  the  kitchen  is 
in  Flemish  bond  with  every  other  brick  a  header;  the  later  work,  includ¬ 
ing  the  whole  west  end  and  the  two  foot  extension  of  the  north  wall,  is 
in  common  bond  with  only  an  occasional  header  to  give  the  wall  strength. 

Originally  the  kitchen  was  a  separate  building,  which  was  later 
joined  to  the  main  house  by  a  frame  structure  containing  store  room  and 
pantry  on  first  floor,  a  back  stairway,  and  a  bath  room  upstairs,  with  a 
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little  hall  leading  to  bedroom  in  the  main  structure.  The  bathroom  and 
hall  were  one  or  two  steps  down  and  the  kitchen  was  about  four  steps  down 
on  the  ground  level.  The  dairy  was  several  steps  down,  under  the  store¬ 
room  and  had  an  entrance  way  under  a  shed  where  the  churning  was  usually 
done. 

When  Uncle  John  bought  the  house  in  1913,  he  added  the  porches  which 
we  all  knew.  The  north  (river  side)  porch  first  was  covered  only  in  the 
middle  where  there  was  a  sun  deck,  but  later  he  covered  the  rest.  Pre¬ 
viously  there  had  been  only  uncovered  stoops  front  and  back,  as  can  be 
seen  in  some  of  the  earliest  photographs. 

Upton 


There  are  many  pictures  of  Mattapany  taken  by  the  family.  Included 
in  my  collection  are  snapshots  of  front  and  back  lawns,  the  south  field 
with  tenant's  home  in  the  far  distance,  our  old  darkie  Louisa  in  front  of 
her  kitchen,  the  farm  houses,  the  pump  house,  the  shore  line  showing  Sus¬ 
quehanna  Wharf  and  what  we 
called  Deep  Point  at  the  nar¬ 
rows  near  the  mouth  of  the  Pa¬ 
tuxent,  the  high  bluff  over 
the  river,  the  little  wharf 
and  oar  house  built  by  us  boys, 
our  rowboat  "Anne”  with  sail, 
and  our  sailboat  "Frolic". 

Most  of  these  are  of  insuffi¬ 
cient  quality  for  reproduction. 
The  kitchen  and  dairy  are  not 
satisfactorily  revealed  in  any 
of  the  photos,  but  the  sketch 
below  is  a  rough  representation. 
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Photos  on  the  next  two 
pages  show  interior  views  at 
Mattapany.  On  page  189  is  the 
central  hallway  which,  in  our 

time,  was  used  as  the  living  room.  The  arch  appears  nearer  the  doorway 
than  is  shown  in  the  floor  plan  on  page  186;  perhaps,  in  the  plan,  the 
doors  to  stairway  and  closet  should  be  closer  together.  (In  this  photo, 
we  are  facing  south,  the  door  to  stairway  partially  eclipses  that  to  the 
closet,  both  of  which  are  to  left  of  central  doorway.)  The  chairs  in  the 
photo  now  are  in  possession  of  Hilda  Mumford,the  table  in  left  of  photo  is 
in  the  home  of  Armstrong  Thomas  Wallace,  and  the  sofa  to  the  right  is  in 
Upton  Jr.'s  home.  Note  the  missing  arrows  in  window  design.  On  the  right 
wall  were  two  companion  engravings,  one  of  which  was  The  School  ofi  Athens 
by  Raphael.  An  oil-lamp  chandelier  hung  from  the  center  of  the  arch.  The 
door  in  right  of  photo  is  the  same  door  as  is  seen  in  photo  of  the  music 
room  on  page  190;  the  piano  seen  in  this  photo  now  is  in  the  home  of  Mrs. 
J.  Spence  Howard  at  St.  Mary's  City.  On  page  191  is  another  photo  of  Mat¬ 
tapany,  together  with  drawings  showing  changes  in  the  roof  over  the  years. 
These  three  pages  of  photos  are  from  an  arti¬ 
cle  by  Helen  Forman  Kerchner,  illustrations 
by  Harris  5  Ewing,  which  appeared  in  the  Mag¬ 
azine  Section  of  the  Baltimore  Sunday  Sun  in 
the  1920's  (no  date  appears)  under  the  title: 


"MATTAPONY--THE  CRADLE  OF  A  NATION"  with  the 
sub-title:  "It  Was  In  St.  Mary's  County's 
Historic  Mansion  That  So  Many  Imposing  Meet- 
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The  liali  at  Mattapony,  showing  the  unusual  arrow  design  in  the  leaded  glass  windows  and  the  graceful  arch  in  the  hall. 


The  front  of  Mat  In  pony  opening  upon  shaded  grass  plots 
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A  corner  of  the  music  room 


Note  the  rifle  closets  and  die  ancient  rnelodcon 
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The  roof  was  at  one  time  symmetrical  (a).  Then  pillars  were  added  (b)  and 
north  side  of  roof  was  raised.  When  the  pillars  were  removed  (c)  ,  north 
and  south  sides  of  roof  were  unsymmetrical ;  this  also  is  seen  in  the  photo¬ 
graph.  Later  the  porches  (d)  were  added.  When  the  Navy  took  over,  the 
north  side  was  lowered  to  resemble  (a)  again,  and  dormer  windows  were  added. 


191 


o 


cr 

v.  ;  ■ 


•  i  cr 


A1 


f  /•  I 


ings  Of  Revolutionary  Days  Were  Held".  At  the  beginning  of  the  article 
there  is  pictured  the  south  front  of  Mattapany,  filling  one-half  the  page; 

I  have  not  reproduced  this  as  it  adds  nothing  to  what  already  has  been 
included.  It  bears  the  caption:  "Mattapony  was  once  the  seat  of  Governor 
Calvert  and  the  scene  of  an  elegant  provincial  court".  The  article  itself, 
follows: 

When  a  lord  of  a  Southern  Maryland  manor  went  a-calling,  he  did  not 
travel  by  land.  He  ordered  out  his  boat  and  oarsmen.  Stepping  grandly-- 
or  fearfully  as  his  disposition  prompted--into  his  small  craft,  he  gave 
the  signal  for  the  rowers  to  pull  at  their  oars.  Then  went  gliding  away 
along  the  waters  of  the  bay  and  its  rivers.  Passing  forests  where  curi¬ 
ous  Indians  peeped  out  from  behind  trees,  wound  in  and  out  of  coves  and 
through  shallows  until  at  the  end  of  some  lovely  headland  the  boat  came 
slowly  to  rest  on  the  beach  of  a  grand  plantation. 

All  of  the  best  plantations  of  Southern  Maryland  were  on  the  water. 

All  had  superb  locations,  broad  views  of  rapidly  flowing  waters  and  green 
shores,  Colonial  settlements  generally  were  close  to  the  water.  Water 
was  the  element  the  Colonist  knew  best  in  the  new  country.  In  the  land 
back  from  the  shore  was  danger  from  unfriendly  Indians  and  wild  beasts. 

Roads  there  were  none.  A  few  trails  perhaps  through  the  fields  and 
woods,  but  so  few  that  when  a  man  wanted  to  talk  to  a  friend  or  transport 
grain,  he  avoided  the  land  and  took  to  his  boats. 

In  one  of  the  great  houses  on  the  Patuxent  river  in  St.  Mary's  coun¬ 
ty  there  were  many  important  visitors,  many  conferences  relating  to  the 
organization  and  growth  of  the  young  colony.  Imposing  meetings  of  coun¬ 
cilors,  drama  enough  to  crowd  the  lives  of  a  hundred  modem  houses. 

This  house  of  big  events  was  Mattapony,  now  the  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
John  H.  Thomas,  of  New  York  and  of  St.  Mary's  county.  Once  the  mansion 
was--but  I  cannot  tell  in  one-half  sentence  the  flashing  history  of  Mat¬ 
tapony.  better  to  make  its  history  a  tale  of  fiction.  For  fiction  it 
most  resembles.  Take  for  the  central  figure  of  this  story,  not  a  human 
being  of  flesh  and  blood,  with  loves  and  hates  and  temptations,  but  the 
old  house  itself.  Inanimate  as  its  bricks  and  boards  may  seem  to  the  un¬ 
initiated,  it  has  more  personality  than  a  townful  of  people. 

Something  of  a  philosopher,  old  Mattapony  must  be.  And  a  bit  of  a 
humorist,  too.  So  many  have  been  the  vicissitudes  of  its  life  that  it 
has  had  to  be  a  philosopher  and  a  humorist  or  it  would  have  died.  It 
never  would  have  been  able  to  endure  the  grim  turns  of  fate  that  275 
years  of  a  new  country  brought. 

Lately,  after  a  decade  of  neglect,  its  days  have  been  pleasant  and 
serene.  At  the  careful  hands  of  Mr.  Thomas  it  has  been  restored  to  a 
likeness  of  what  it  must  have  been  in  the  days  of  Southern  Maryland's 
greatness . 

Way  back  in  the  beginning  of  the  world,  or  at  least  this  part  of  the 
world,  the  estate  of  Mattapony  was  an  Indian  village.  Here  lived  the 
peaceful  tribe  of  the  Mattapients.  King  Pantheon  was  their  ruler. 

If  one  judge  by  the  few  deeds  of  King  Pantheon  that  history  notices, 
one  would  think  that  here  was  the  noble  red  man.  His  tribe  was  not  war¬ 
like.  So  mild  and  friendly  were  they  that  within  a  few  years  after  the 
first  Maryland  colonists  had  sailed  up  the  Chesapeake  Bay,  King  Pantheon 
and  his  Indians  began  to  be  interested  in  the  religion  of  the  white  med¬ 
icine  men.  So  interested  did  they  become  in  the  faith  of  the  Jesuit  fa¬ 
thers  that  they  gave  to  these  men  the  ground  on  which  their  Indian  village 
had  stood.  Then  the  Mattapients  moved  farther  inland. 

On  their  new  plantation  the  Jesuits  established  a  mission  station 
and  a  storehouse.  Not  for  long,  however,  were  the  priests  left  in  control 
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of  their  post.  All  of  Europe  was  red  with  the  blood  of  the  religious 
wars.  Even  into  the  colony  founded  on  the  principles  of  religious  free¬ 
dom  a  reflection  of  Europe's  conflict  fell. 

Charles  Calvert,  Governor  of  the  colony  and  son  of  Caecilius,  and 
soon  to  be  third  Lord  Baltimore,  confiscated  Mattapony,  the  gift  of  the 
Mattapients,  and  took  it  and  all  other  lands  held  by  this  order  in  Mary¬ 
land  for  his  Palatinate. 

This  edict  for  confiscation  having  been  executed  before  Charles  Cal¬ 
vert  reached  his  new  post,  it  behooved  him  to  give  away  part  of  the  Jes¬ 
uit  lands  to  his  secretary,  Mr.  Henry  Sewall,  of  London. 

Now--and  this  is  a  part  of  the  story  of  Mattapony  that  made  the 
house  a  phi losopher--Mr.  Henry  Sewall  had  a  wife,  a  very  beautiful  wife, 
who  had  been  Jane  Lowe.  She  was  the  sister  of  Col.  Vincent  Lowe,  of 
Talbot  county.  Even  in  a  story  in  which  a  house  plays  a  leading  role, 
one  must  "c/ie^cAez  la 

Henry  Sewall  and  his  wife  and  their  three  children  traveled  from 
England  on  the  same  ship  with  Gov.  Charles  Calvert.  Governor  Calvert 
was  a  widower  then.  Letters  tell  that  he  set  up  housekeeping  in  his  ex¬ 
ecutive  mansion  at  St.  Marie's,  known  as  the  Palace  of  St.  John's.  Even 
in  exile,  the  "persons  of  fashion"  among  the  Maryland  colonists  lived  in 
elegance  and  kept  up  their  ancient  tradi tions--as  none  other  but  English¬ 
men  could  do. 

At  the  Palace  of  St.  John's,  Governor  Calvert  had  an  "entourage"  of 
thirty  retainers.  When  he  presided  at  councils,  he  wore  robes  of  ermine. 
His  council  and  the  persons  of  distinction  in  his  colony  wore  beautiful 
garments,  with  lace  frills  at  their  cuffs,  signet  rings  and  broad  hats 
with  graceful  plumes.  On  their  feet  were  silken  hose  and  shoes  of  fine 
leather  with  shining  buckles.  In  the  portrait  of  Governor  Calvert  one 
sees  his  opulent  periwig  with  long  curls,  which  tradition  says  on  occa¬ 
sion  "My  Lord  huffed  and  flurted". 

One  sees  also  from  the  portrait  that  Governor  Calvert  had  an  ap¬ 
praising  eye;  that  he  was  a  man  of  quick  decision.  And,  so  seeing,  one 
understands  that  when  Henry  Sewall  died,  unable  to  endure  the  new  country, 
Governor  Calvert  married  the  beautiful  widow  Jane,  moved  his  Palace  of 
St.  John's,  periwig,  entourage  and  other  equipment  over  to  Mattapony--and 
all  within  the  year  after  poor  Henry  Sewall  had  died.  This  was  in  1665. 

Slight  wonder  that  the  old  house  philosophized.  It  hadn't  forgotten 
that  this  Governor  Calvert  had  given  M  .  .  .  present  to  the  first  husband 
.  .  .  beautiful  Jane  Lowe.  [Clipping  damaged.] 

Mattapony  now  entered  upon  the  days  of  its  glory.  A  fine  new  mansion 
to  take  the  place  of  the  house  left  by  the  Jesuits  was  built  by  His  Lord- 
ship. 

"A  commodious  and  pleasant  habitation"  it  was  described,  with  rooms 
for  the  meeting  of  his  Lordship's  Council,  the  Colonial  Militia,  and  the 
General  Assembly  and  for  the  pursuit  of  such  business  as  the  issuance  of 
the  commission  for  the  first  Land  Office  and  register  in  the  Province. 

When  Lord  Baltimore  returned  to  England,  he  left  certain  commission¬ 
ers  at  St.  Marie's  to  govern  his  colony.  And  here  approached  a  grim  turn 
in  the  fortunes  of  the  old  house.  While  Lord  Baltimore  was  away,  the 
Protestant  revolution  broke  out  in  Maryland  in  1689.  The  commissioners 
were  [forced?]  to  flee  from  St.  Marie's,  flee  for  [their]  very  lives. 
Reaching  Mattapony,  they  took  refuge  in  the  garrison  of  the  Governor's 
mansion.  What  a  twist  of  fortune  that  the  estate  from  which  the  Jesuits 
had  once  been  driven  should  be  the  one  to  shelter  Catholic  commissioners 
in  danger  of  losing  their  heads  I  Later  the  house  witnessed  the  signing 
of  the  formal  articles  of  surrender  by  the  Catholic  Deputies. 

Shortly  after  this  event  Major  Nicholas  Sewall,  son  of  Henry  Sewall, 
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the  young  Charles  Calvert's  secretary,  was  granted  Mattapony  by  the  man 
who  had  married  his  father's  widow.  And  so  the  place  came  into  posses¬ 
sion  of  the  son  of  the  man  to  whom  Lord  Baltimore  had  originally  given 
it.  (Chuckles  of  mirth  from  the  old  house  in  this  tale  in  which  it  is 
the  star  performer.)  For  many  generations  Mattapony  remained  in  the 
ownership  of  the  Sewall  family. 

Lately,  as  I  began  to  say,  the  house  of  Mattapony  has  fallen  into 
serene  days.  It  is  such  a  dear  old  place.  One  likes  the  look  of  it. 

Likes  the  long  lane  by  which  its  pleasant  door  is  approached.  Shading 
the  many  windows  are  great  trees--sugar  maples,  shining  white  cedars  and 
old,  old  quaking  aspen,  which  I  thought  grew  only  in  imagination.  Crepe 
myrtles  almost  as  slow  growing  as  box  elder  stand  in  vivid  clumps  of 
rose  blossoms.  After  walking  over  the  stones  of  the  door  steps,  over 
which  so  many  feet  must  have  hurricd--no,  not  hurried:  it  is  Southern 
Maryland  I  am  writing  about--one  is  in  a  center  hall  or  passage  like 
those  which  distinguished  Colonial  Georgian  houses. 

The  doorway,  with  glass  leaded  in  unusual  design  of  arrows,  are 
delicately  carved.  The  arch  over  the  passage  is  in  a  fine  unbroken  span, 
and  the  inclosed  stairway,  though  not  as  beautiful  as  circular  stairs  of 
a  later  period,  is  interesting  because  so  seldom  seen. 

Like  all  houses  built  in  a  less  active  day  than  now,  it  has  an  un¬ 
hurried  air.  Perhaps  it  is  because  between  the  finely  proportioned  rooms 
are  small  passages  lined  with  wood  paneling.  Perhaps  because  the  window 
seats,  revealing  the  thickness  of  the  walls  as  at  least  eighteen  inches, 
give  a  sense  of  seclusion  of  the  remoteness  of  the  rest  of  the  world. 

Tlius  ends  Miss  Kerchner's  article  on  Mattapany.  It  was  with  diffi¬ 
culty  that  I  pieced  together  the  many  small  fragments  of  yellowed,  brit¬ 
tle,  broken  parts  to  make  up  the  whole.  The  photographs,  likewise  in 
poor  condition,  show  better  contrast  in  the  reproductions  than  in  the 
newspaper  original. 

On  the  highway  to  Mattapany,  at  the  lane  leading  to  the  mansion,  is 
a  stone  marker  recently  (1960)  erected  by  The  Descendants  of  Lords  of  the 
Maryland  Manors.  Close  by  is  a  metal  marker,  erected  some  years  ago, 
with  Maryland  seal.  The  latter  reads  as  follows: 

MATTAPANY 

SITE  OF  JESUIT  MISSION  ABOUT  1636  ON  LAND  GIVEN  BY  INDIAN  KING  AND  CALLED 
"MATT AP ANIENT  HOUSE".  SACKED  1642  BY  THE  INDIANS.  STOCKADED  FORT  AS 
PROVINCIAL  ARSENAL  THEN  ERECTED.  PATENTED  1663  BY  HENRY  SEWALL  AND  CALLED 
"MATTAPANY-SEWALL".  HIS  WIDOW  MARRIED  CHARLES,  3RD  LORD  BALTIMORE,  WHO 
LIVED  HERE  1665.  PLACE  OF  SURRENDER  OF  PROPRIETARY  GOVERNMENT  AUGUST  1, 
1689  AFTER  WHICH  MARYLAND  BECAME  A  ROYAL  PROVINCE  UNTIL  1715. 

We  have  traced  the  history  of  Mattapany  from  a  number  of  sources-- 
with  a  certain  amount  of  repetition,  contradictions,  and  ambiguities;  but 
each  has  something  to  add.  When  I  was  a  child  its  history  was  explained 
in  a  much  simpler  fashion;  it  went  something  like  this: 

Mattapany  is  a  very  old  place  and  dates  back  to  the  early  history  of 
Maryland.  It  has  been  the  Thomas  family  home  for  many  years.  In  coloni¬ 
al  days  it  was  owned  by  the  Calverts.  We  are  descendants  of  George,  the 
first  Lord  Baltimore,  and  of  Leonard,  the  first  Governor  of  Maryland. 
Mattapany  was  built  back  from  the  river  to  give  warning  of  possible  at¬ 
tack  by  Indians  who  might  arrive  in  their  canoes.  At  one  time  an  Indian 
lay  down  on  the  ground  for  the  night  upon  a  mat  which  he  carried  with  him. 
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As  he  fell  asleep  he  said,  "I  upon  mat".  Perhaps  he  became  chilly  during 
the  night  and,  without  realizing  it,  he  pulled  the  mat  over  him  to  use  as 
a  blanket.  In  any  event,  when  he  awoke,  he  found  the  mat  on  top  of  him, 
and  he  exclaimed,  "Mat  upon  I".  And  this  is  how  Mattapany  got  its  name. 

My  remembrances  of  Mattapany  are  associated  with  the  wonderful  sum¬ 
mers  I  spent  there  from  about  1915  to  1926  when  I  was  six  to  seventeen 
years  of  age.  I  would  come  down  by  steamer  from  Baltimore.  The  steamer 
would  always  whistle  a  salute  to  Mattapany  before  tying  up  at  Millstone 
Landing.  On  at  least  one  occasion  I  drove  down  with  my  sister  Ree  by  way 
of  Leonardtown--in  the  family's  Essex,  which  burned  out  a  bearing  enroute 
for  lack  of  oil.  A  more  direct  route  was  to  drive  to  Soloman's.  Captain 
Swift  would  use  his  power  boat  to  tow  a  barge  across  the  Patuxent,  lie 
would  dock,  not  at  the  wharf,  but  along  side  of  it,  and  the  car  would  be 
driven  off  the  barge  to  the  sandy  shore.  The  Upton  Thomases  would  make 
the  long  trip  from  Troy,  Ohio;  one  of  their  cars  young  Upton  described  as 
their  "Studillac".  George  Calvert,  James  Walter,  and  Llewellyn  were 
there  from  time  to  time  on  trips  from  Brazil.  Ellen  Beall,  Robert,  and 
Calvert  visited  from  West  Virginia.  George  (Tazewell)  frequently  rowed 
across  the  river  from  Soloman's  and  Hilda  was  often  a  visitor.  Little 
Anne  doted  on  Mattapany,  making  the  trip  from  New  York  with  her  mother 
and  father.  Mattapany  played  an  important  role  in  bringing  together  this 
widely  scattered  generation. 

Cousin  John  was,  of  course,  the  owner  of  Mattapany  at  this  time.  He 
was  greatly  respected  and  I  felt  that  he  was  a  most  important  person.  At 
the  time  he  was  vice-president  of  the  International  Mercantile  Marine  and 
during  the  war  (W.W.  1!)  he  had  been  in  charge  of  the  port  of  New  York. 
When  others  said  it  couldn't  be  done,  he  shipped  fully  assembled  railroad 
engines  to  Europe,  saving  much  time  and  labor  from  having  to  ship  the 
parts,  with  re-assembly  at  their  destination.  Cousin  Margared  fascinated 
me  with  her  delightful  Boston  art  of  speaking,  and  I  thought  little  Anne 
the  most  beautiful  creature  that  ever  existed. 

Aunt  Lou  was  the  actual  mistress  of  Mattapany.  She  spent  her  sum¬ 
mers  there,  looked  after  the  place  for  her  brother,  and  was  responsible 
for  uniting  many  of  the  Thomas  tribe.  She  was  strict  and  had  decided 
ideas  and  opinions;  but  she  was  loved  by  all,  was  reasonable,  and  I  do 
not  remember  her  ever  having  taken  punitive  measures  against  the  younger 
generation,  no  matter  how  such  action  might  have  been  deserved.  Aunt  Lou 
was  a  wonderful  story-teller  and  a  mimic.  She  loved  the  wide  variety  of 
birds  and  could  imitate  all  their  calls.  Her  expert  imitation  of  voices 
made  her  conversation  lively  and  amusing. 

The  hero  among  my  cousins  at  Mattapany  was  George  Calvert.  He  was 
older  than  the  rest  of  us,  unusually  handsome,  carefree,  and  could  do  any¬ 
thing  and  everything  better  than  we.  An  example  of  his  admirable  quali¬ 
ties  that  greatly  impressed  me  was  the  occasion  that  he  killed  a  snake 
and,  without  bothering  to  wipe  the  blood  from  his  knife,  he  calmly  peeled 
himself  a  peach.  But  the  cousin  with  whom  I  was  most  congenial  was  Upton. 
I  can  recall  but  one  serious  disagreement  with  him.  At  the  time  we  shared 
the  same  bed  and,  in  an  effort  to  ascertain  which  of  us  had  the  greater 
share  of  the  sheet,  the  sheet  was  split  nearly  its  full  length.  Upton  de¬ 
clared  that  I  had  torn  the  sheet,  whereas  I  of  course  was  blameless.  The 
result  of  this  tragic  episode  had  to  be  reported  to  Aunt  Lou  in  the  morn¬ 
ing. 

As  an  exhibition  of  our  endurance,  George  Calvert,  Upton,  and  I  set 
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out  one  clay  to  swim  from  Millstone  Landing  to  Susquehanna  Wharf,  a  dis¬ 
tance  of  only  a  mile,  but  we  were  quite  young  then.  George  rapidly  took 
the  lead,  but  he  came  ashore  after  swimming  two- thirds  of  the  distance; 
his  excuse  was  that  he  feared  the  sea  nettles  coming  out  of  the  creek, 
but  I  rather  think  it  was  simply  laziness.  Upton  finished  with  little 
apparent  effort.  I,  near  exhaustion,  was  ready  to  give  up,  but  Upton 
urged  me  on  and  I  finally  made  Susquehanna.  Upton  sensed  that  my  pride 
would  have  suffered  had  I  not  completed  the  swim,  and  I  appreciated  his 
encouragement . 

At  the  beginning  of  each  summer  season  we  would  scout  the  beach  area 
for  driftwood  and  build  a  wharf  and,  as  a  separate  structure,  a  diving 
platform.  These  engineering  efforts  required  repair  after  every  storm 
and  were  dismantled  at  summer's  end.  The  sea  nettles  were  often  a  seri¬ 
ous  problem.  When  the  situation  got  really  bad,  we  would  clear  the  area 
for  ourselves  by  scooping  the  stinging  beasts  out  of  the  water,  one  boy 
directing  the  operation  from  the  top  of  the  bluff. 

There  were  dogs  and  cats  at  Mattapany.  Aunt  Lou  gave  one  of  the 
dogs,  Brownie,  to  George  Tazewell  who  took  the  valued  pet  home  with  him 
across  the  river.  Next  day  Brownie  swam  the  three  and  one-half  miles 
back  to  Mattapany.  On  one  of  my  first  visits  to  Mattapany,  I  wished  to 
give  my  favorite  kitten  an  elevator  ride  in  the  bucket  of  the  well,  but 
my  kitty  became  frightened  and  jumped  from  the  bucket  and  was  drowned. 

In  routine  manner  I  reported  this  event  to  Aunt  Lou,  but  she  seemed  un¬ 
impressed.  But  several  days  later,  when  it  was  obvious  that  kitty  was 
no  where  to  be  seen,  the  well  was  drained  and  disinfected,  and  we  had  no 
well  water  for  two  weeks.  Later  the  well  was  covered  over  and  we  had  a 
power  pump  to  provide  the  house  with  water. 

Food  was  plentiful  at  Mattapany.  There  were  chickens  and  vegetable 
garden,  berries , apples ,  pears,  peaches,  and  figs.  Aunt  Lou  made  the 
most  delicious  fig  preserves!  Com  meal  was  obtained  from  Great  Mills 
and  we  had  com  bread  every  day.  Another  daily  treat  was  clabber,  sweet 
and  having  a  velvety  texture,  served  with  brown  sugar  and  nutmeg;  this 
delicious  food  seems  to  have  disappeared  from  the  American  scene.  Milk, 
wonderfully  rich,  came  from  the  cows  on  the  place,  and  the  butter  was 
churned.  Such  items  were  kept  cool  in  the  dairy  below  the  house. 

The  above  reminiscences  of  Mattapany  are  entirely  inadequate,  I 
know.  My  words  cannot  give  the  feeling  we  had  for  the  old  place--one 
had  to  be  a  part  of  it.  Mattapany  was  a  combination  of  home,  tradition, 
history,  and  peop le--wonderfu 1  people!  John  11.  Thomas  died  in  1931  and 
Mattapany  died  with  him.  With  the  changing  times,  it  was  no  longer  pos¬ 
sible  or  practical  for  the  Thomas  family  to  hold  on  to  Mattapany.  For 
purpose  of  record,  I  give  below  the  first  four  of  the  eleven  terms  of 

AGREEMENT  OF  SALE  OF  "MATTAPAW" 

AGREEMENT,  dated  the  xx  day  of  March,  1932  between  MARGARET  11.  THOMAS 
as  Executrix  of  the  Estate  of  John  11.  Thomas,  deceased,  party  of  the  first 
part,  hereinafter  called  the  "Seller”,  and  GEORGE  A.  WESCHLER,  of  Washing¬ 
ton,  D.  C.,  party  of  the  second  part,  hereinafter  called  the  Purchaser. 

1.  The  Seller,  by  virtue  of  the  power  and  authority  on  her  conferred 
in  and  by  the  Last  Will  and  Testament  of  the  said  John  H.  Thomas,  which 
was  admitted  to  probate  in  the  Orphans'  Court,  St.  Mary's  County,  Mary¬ 
land,  on  or  about  the  23rd  day  of  February,  1932,  hereby  agrees  to  sell 
unto  the  Purchaser,  and  the  Purchaser  hereby  agrees  to  purchase  from  the 
Seller  ALL  that  tract  of  land,  property  and  premises  situated  in  the 
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eighth  election  district  of  St.  Mary's  County  in  the  State  of  Maryland, 
bordering  on  the  Patuxent  River,  and  known  as  "Mattapany"  and  "Millstone 
Landing";  said  "Mattapany"  being  a  farm  containing  about  six  hundred 
acres  of  land  and  improved  with  a  residence  and  other  buildings;  and 
said  "Millstone  Landing"  being  a  portion  of  said  tract  of  land  fronting 
upon  the  Patuxent  River,  together  with  a  boat  landing  and  steamboat 
wharf  extending  therefrom  into  said  River. 

TOGETHER  with  the  imp rove ments  thereon  and  the  easements,  ways, 
rights,  privileges  and  appurtenances  thereunto  belonging,  being  and  in¬ 
tended  to  be  the  same  premises  which  were  conveyed  to  the  late  John  H. 
Thomas,  by  Duke  Bond,  Trustee,  by  deed,  dated  November  7th,  1913,  and 
recorded  in  the  office  of  the  Register  of  Wills  of  St.  Mary 's  County  in 
Liber  E.B.A.  No.  12  folio  121. 

2.  There  is  included  in  this  sale  the  furniture  and  fixtures  con¬ 
tained  and  ordinarily  used  in  the  outbuildings  on  the  property  and  also 
such  farm  machinery  and  farm  implements  as  belonging  to  the  Seller,  if 
any,  and  a  Ford  car;  but  not  any  contents  of  the  principal  homestead  or 
residence,  or  the  cattle,  hogs,  chickens  or  other  animals  or  gathered 
crops . 

3.  The  Seller  shall  be  allowed  thirty  days  after  the  delivery  of 
the  deed  hereunder,  within  which  to  remove  the  personal  property  and  ef¬ 
fects  not  included  in  this  sale,  and  in  the  event  of  their  failure  so  to 
do,  the  same  shall  become  the  property  of  the  Purchaser.  It  is  under¬ 
stood  that  the  caretaker,  named  Kirby,  occupies  with  his  family  a  house 
near  the  principal  residence  and  the  cook,  a  colored  woman  named  Louisa 
Dyson,  occupies  a  building  some  considerable  distance  away,  and  that 
they  may  have  thirty  days  after  the  delivery  of  the  deed  within  which  to 
vacate  said  premises. 

4.  The  sale  is  made  subject  to  the  terms  of  the  existing  agreement 
with  Mr.  E.  A.  Bell,  the  farmer  who  operates  the  farm  on  shares. 

HISTORIC  MATTAPAW  ACQU1REV  8V  P.C.  MAN  announced  the  sale  in  the 
May  1,  1932  Washington  Sunday  Sta/i,  together  with  photo  of  the  mansion, 
which  I  reproduce  on  next  page,  simply  because  it  shows  entrance  to  the 
dairy.  The  article  reads,  in  part: 

Sale  of  Mattapany,  one  of  the  most  historic  estates  in  Southern 
Maryland,  the  house  on  which  is  shown  above,  was  announced  today. 

The  new  owner  is  George  A.  Weschler,  consulting  engineer  of  Wash¬ 
ington,  who  purchased  the  600-acre  estate  from  Mrs.  Margaret  Hale  Thomas 
of  Boston. 

Mattapany  is  located  on  the  Patuxent  River,  about  20  miles  below 
Leonardtown.  The  estate  takes  its  name  from  the  Mattapient  Indians,  who 
occupied  St.  Marys  County  prior  to  the  English  colonization. 

A  tract  of  2,000  acres,  including  the  present  location  of  Mattapany, 
was  given  Father  Andrew  White,  a  Jesuit  missionary,  by  the  Indians.  This 
site  was  developed  by  the  Jesuits  with  a  mission  and  store  house.  In 
1641  the  Lord  Proprietary  of  the  Province,  becoming  alarmed  at  the  amount 
of  land  in  Jesuit  ownership,  forced  them  to  deed  all  the  lands  they  held, 
including  Mattapany,  to  the  province. 

In  1661  the  Proprietary  gave  1,200  acres  at  Mattapany  "with  the 
rights  of  a  manor",  to  Henry  Sewall,  secretary  of  the  province.  .  .  . 
[portion  of  the  article  is  missing]  .  .  .  about  250  yards  south  of  the 
present  structure,  which  was  built  in  1827. 

Charles  Calvert's  house  was  apparently  fortified,  for,  in  1682,  the 
provincial  council  passed  an  act  establishing  a  guard  at  Mattapany  "for 
the  defense  of  the  Right  Hon.  Lord  Proprietary,  and  with  him  the  maga¬ 
zine  and  military  stores  there". 


197 


,i\7i  4  to  a..  '  ad*  ni  y*  'uo  r,\iul'l  ,jB  to  30  ;  i  Stib  noi  oslo  Jj/iaxa 
"xnfiquj} ■  '  <s  /  *01  4  b  £  ,  rov  i  ?r;a<t>j«':  or? -  noc! 
boTtrjj  <xa  juods  aninxsJnoo  (mat  e  gruod  \ns«jaSfii M"  bina  ."anibnsJ 
5  c;.]-  ibJ  uci  xadjo  bnfi  sonabx  oc  s  d  w  bovoTtjni  b,  ■/  b/tfcl  to  aoios 

jp-  it  bnsi  to  jourt  bisa  7  riixioq  c  aniad  “fciul  -u  I  arroj8lixMM  bi*a 
jaodrjtoji  bita  ^nih no!  i«od  t  dji-  rorfis^oJ  oy'i/i  snaxuisl  adt  noqu 

. 7 1> v x >1  in>  oSni  rcoTtaTadt  un.b  ^xa  txartw 
,  B\£>  *’  %i  tnaraaaBo  ant  fcnx  toaiarfir  c?  .  avert  jflti  ad )  dJi  Jili,  tOT 

!  idol  ;  n  i  o  *  o.t  boyavnoo  •  tow  rn  w  a$>ai  faxq  tv  r.<  a  a  A  ol  L- ribnat 

,bnQil  srft/G  yd  ,  asstodT 
1  .  JE  'o  1 1  to  •  3  133:1  :  ix  tc  ooi’txo  ,rij  ru  bataoiin 

.ISI  oxiot  SI  ,0/  .A, a. 3  adxJ 

yrxaqo*q  orit  rto  <  liMiuc’Juo  adJ  :i  b©e:u  yi  imnib to  bn 6  b&rtm} 
ti  ,75i  4!  2  o/i:*  os  ?  u.  ■  >Ioc  ee  ;.a<n:)i qm  -nsi  boa  y  oni.  j  i  mtct  ;bu* 
*xo  bsataafnarf  Jteq  0  4  ni  t  to  a: .  >ji  03  y  .1  :a<  ;  naa  1  3  s  bo.-;  ,  \p.8 

bo  >rf*/.7  70  aisuans  tartJo  70  znaAo'iio  tajjod  ad?  10  , aonabiaa7 

. eqoTo 

to  y-nvxiab  n?  1-::  .  -<x-b  y-T Lis  boftol..  8  td  I  iu/fe  tall  3?  s.r. 

nirisiw  ,7 •b'tuf 

1 3  J;:oV9  adJ  ri  bn*  ...-Isa  ei/ii  r  br-  ii-lotu  Sti  ?.sosii 

•-  '  97 ol  >>  i  *k  b.ifi  aont* ••  •  r  1  t.q  .a..  •  ^  5*  7 ion 

,v. .  D7<'  -.1  ,  at'  .ioL-cr/-'G  s  .'j  3;  'J  •  :-s  •;.•  r  v- 

?w  u  w  r  •'fb  a  U  1  *  ysavtlob  an  1  ioti6  yji  ;r!j  ovn  f  y  .i  yadj 

. Eaj.,,.wq  biea  ojnosv 

tn?ae07:,;3  saxJ^cxs  7  to  zu  erfJ  oJ  loa^dua  efcs/n  ri  si  *  .srfT  ,f 

•  i‘  '-Bdi  no  -k  n  .  01!  ::;  isqo  o  b  7  or  as  t  oHt  , .  { I  all  ,A  .  H  .7!  tfJ/.w 

.1  ni  .  u»  •  (Is  b  on  nor;  W  «  ,)  j  4-J  ‘41'  '  V’/A^ATTA1'  01  OT?J: 

'oi  3‘  6m  .  0  03  •  <  I  Myot  uj^ujE,  nojanxxisovi  Sr.^I  ,  t  ynM 

S'-  3 r-  .♦  • , ?vo  !e  ;  c  o 30  yi^  ■:>  .  •-  .£,q  Jxsn  no  o..  •  oinax  !  /  W  1w 

mrorfJuoE  ni  ZjShScq  j  .laxr  2  zoui  9ds  Tto  ano  txnsc’:jsW  to  slo2 

<0  .1  ’.7‘j  .11  ,0'v  3  fiw  >  zi  .  j  '  no  oe bo  t  1  hn*Iyi£)4 

- 

!  liOii  oJs7  2o  aios-OOd  o/t3  boesnjviq  oifw  troj-qni 

,no3>oti  to 

qsjjsM  on'  ic  [t  oflis/r  8?x  e  .uij  aXeJeo  srfT 

«en8ibnl  o.U  <  7  noi.<  in  3  .at  c  ,..Ji  /oil  \  i3fl7si  n  lV/ 

tfi  t*'7  .,  n  n>  10c'  it1  7l  .rfj  0  y7i.3t  xTqo'tM  oxo  I  ad7  Itdl 
br  o  .  i  bos  >  > j  c  t  jb 03*1  o't  fqida*i  wwo  Jjijaob  ni  bn js I  to 

3f(3  ris  i  ■  ’  *ji*jq£.  •  / -M  *-  ;  t3f  OL,  sv  a  <7fif0i  ;n<  1  ..•  <6oI  n 

adx  ,  S .  ni  ,  ro‘  ,  ho ;.t  no';  yijna'.cqqs  gevi  >2  od  <2  ’ItovU.'J  eol7uii0 

yniiqst:-.  i  s',  bifiuo  a  gnu'tjl  rb»?29  job  ne  baaiisq  iiomoo  Uxonivoiq 
9d3  nix/!  riiiw  bftB  .  fisjaMqoia  btoJ  .  toll  triai>l  adt  to  sanstab  add 


;<y\*v 


MaTtapam/  protected  more  than  the  Calverts,  for  during  the  Protes¬ 
tant  Revolution  the  deputies  were  driven  from  the  capital  at  St.  Marys 
City  and  took  refuge  there.  It  was  at  Mattapany  on  August  1,  1689,  that 
the  formal  articles  of  surrender  were  signed  and  the  province  thereby 
turned  over  to  the  revolutionists. 

Mattapany  was  again  touched  by  the  spotlight  of  history  almost  200 
years  later,  when  the  three  sons  of  .lane  Armstrong,  Thomas,  a  descendant 
of  henry  Scwall  (!],  became  heroes  of  several  exploits  as  sympathizers 
with  the  Confederate  cause  during  the  Civil  War.  .  .  . 

The  estate  includes  Millstone  Landing,  known  to  many  patrons  of  the 
steamboat  line  that  formerly  plied  between  Baltimore  and  Washington. 
Present  improvements  consist  of  the  brick  manor  house,  shaded  on  the 
south  by  very  old  mahogany  and  fig  trees,  with  lilac  bordered  lawn 
stretching,  to  the  river  bank  on  the  north;  a  caretaker's  house;  a  nouse 
occupied  by  the  tenant  who  farms  the  300  acres  under  cultivation;  a  third 
small  house  and  numerous  outbuildings. 

As  consulting  engineer  for  the  Rockefeller  restoration  of  Williams¬ 
burg,  Va. ,  Mr.  Weschler  is  eminently  qualified  to  develop  the  possibili¬ 
ties  of  Mattapany. 

MAKING  a/A /  FCR  MAfiS  is  the  title  of  an  article  written  by  Katberine 
Scarborough  for  the  Baltimore  Sundcuj  Sun  ten  years  later,  in  1942  ,  with 
the  comment  that  it  "has  been  approved  for  publication  by  the  Navy".  A 
portion  of  this  article  follows: 

Deep  down  in  St.  Mary's  county  where  the  Patuxent  river  meets  the 
Chesapeake  Bay  at  Cedar  Point,  war  is  engraving,  a  new  image  on  a  country¬ 
side  where  time  lias  stood  still  for  almost  three  centuries.  [pV'e  must 
overlook  the  inference  that  time  stood  still  where  there  were  Thomases.] 

Approximately  110  pieces  of  property,  embracing  some  of  the  first 
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manors  laid  out  in  Maryland  as  well  as  the  cottage  of  Helen  Hayes,  one  of 
America’s  top-ranking  actresses,  and  summer  places  belonging  to  wealthy 
newcomers,  are  contained  in  the  large  tract  of  land  bordering  the  river 
and  bay  and  which  the  Government  is  taking  by  condemnation  for  a  new  na¬ 
val  air  base  which  will  be  of  value  to  Baltimore,  Annapolis,  and  the  na¬ 
tion's  Capital.  Already  the  steam  shovels  of  Baltimore  contracting  firms 
are  at  work,  producing  new  contours  to  replace  the  ancient  tobacco  fields, 
the  country  roads  along  which,  until  a  few  days  ago,  the  lowly  ox  moved 
with  his  burden,  .  .  . 

Virtually  all  the  buildings  in  the  area  will  be  razed.  The  old  will 
go  down  with  the  new  and,  when  the  work  of  demolition  has  been  completed, 
construction  crews  will  move  in  to  erect  in  their  stead  barracks  and  han¬ 
gars,  shops  and  runways,  together  with  other  appurtenances  necessary  to 
the  project.  .  .  . 

Lying  in  the  area  which  has  been  taken  over  by  the  Government  are 
several  of  Maryland's  oldest  and  most  historic  plantations.  Here  and 
there,  standing  on  bluffs  overlooking  the  river  and  bay,  are  several  sur¬ 
vivors  of  the  State's  first  manor  houses  which  will  go  down  to  the  dust 
in  the  interests  of  Mars.  In  the  immediate  neighborhood  are  places  like 
Long  Lane  Farm  .  .  .  the  house  virtually  unchanged  since  it  was  built  in 
the  seventeenth  century  by  a  Frenchman  whose  name  was  Jarboe;  Cross  Manor, 
traditionally  known  as  the  oldest  brick  house  in  Maryland;  Mulberry 
Fields,  one  of  the  handsomest  of  the  ancient  keeps  in  St.  Mary's;  and 
Porto  Bello,  named  to  commemorate  the  part  played  by  young  Edwin  Coad,  its 
builder,  in  the  West  Indian  campaign  which  also  left  lasting  impress  in 
the  name  of  Mount  Vernon. 

Most  significant,  historically,  of  all  the  estates  involved  in  the 
project  is  Mattapany,  scene  of  the  capitulation,  in  1689,  of  Lord  Balti¬ 
more's  government  to  John  Goode  and  the  other  leaders  of  the  Protestant 
Revolution  in  Maryland.  At  the  time  the  first  settlers  landed,  Mattapany 
was  the  site  of  an  Indian  village,  occupied  by  the  Mattapients.  Soon 
afterward  it  became  the  scene  of  missionary  activities  conducted  by  the 
Jesuits,  who,  however,  deeded  it  back,  in  1637,  to  Lord  Baltimore. 

Some  years  later  Charles,  the  third  Lord  Baltimore,  in  an  outburst 
of  generosity,  turned  the  tract  over  as  a  gift  to  his  secretary,  Henry 
Sewall,  of  London,  whose  wife  had  been  the  beautiful  Jane  Lowe.  Sewall, 
with  his  wife  and  three  children,  came  from  England  to  Maryland  on  the 
same  ship  which  brought  Lord  Baltimore,  then  a  widower,  to  the  New  World. 
At  St.  Mary's  his  lordship  set  up  housekeeping  in  great  magnificence  in 
his  "Palace  of  St.  John's",  but  he  paid  numerous  visits  to  Mattapany. 

Within  a  year  after  their  arrival  in  Maryland,  Sewall  obligingly 
died,„  and  at  the  end  of  her  short  period  of  mourning,  Lord  Baltimore 
married  the  widow.  To  provide  a  suitable  frame  for  her  beauty,  he  built 
a  new  house,  "commodious  and  pleasant",  with  rooms  for  the  meeting  of  his 
Lordship's  Council,  the  Colonial  Militia,  the  General  Assembly,  and  for 
the  pursuit  of  such  business  as  the  issuance  of  a  commission  for  the  Land 
Office  and  Register  in  the  Province. 

Subsequently,  during  the  absence  of  his  Lordship  in  England,  dis¬ 
gruntled  elements  among  the  population  rose  in  force.  The  commissioners 
whom  Charles  had  left  in  charge  of  the  government  were  forced  to  flee 
from  St.  Mary's  and  took  refuge  in  the  garrison  at  Mattapany,  pursued  by 
the  rebels  whose  comn^nder  "sent  forward  a  trumpet"  with  a  demand  for 
surrender.  Greatly  outnumbered  and  urged  by  Michael  Taney,  high  sheriff 
of  Calvert  county,  "to  prevent  Effusion  of  blood",  the  president  and 
council  capitulated  and  "the  tragick  comedy  of  rebellion"  was  over. 

The  house  and  plantation,  shortly  afterward,  were  granted  to  Major 
Nicholas  Sewall,  Lord  Baltimore's  stepson.  In  the  course  of  time  the 
house,  which  stood  about  250  yards  south  of  the  present  dwelling,  fell 
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into  ruin  and  in  1837  the  present  structure  was  built  to  replace  it. 
Luckily,  it  will  be  preserved.  Arrangements  to  restore  it  which  had  been 
begun  by  George  Weschler,  of  Washington,  its  most  recent  owner,  will  be 
carried  out  by  the  Government  with  the  material  already  assembled,  but 
precisely  what  use  will  be  made  of  it  has  not  been  determined. 

First  of  the  ancient  manor  houses  to  disappear  is  Susquehanna  .  .  . 
Ancient  St.  Richard’s  Manor  .  .  .  will  be  completely  swallowed  up  by 
the  Cedar  Point  project.  .  .  .  Dana-on-Patuxent  .  .  .  also  is  included. 
The  old  Carpenter  farms,  Stratton  .  .  .  and  Green  Holly,  are  soon  to 
lose  their  identy  in  the  big  development.  In  the  immediate  environs  is 
the  somnolent  little  village  known  as  Pearson's  Comer,  and  close  to  the 
tract  is  the  Three-Notch  road  which  marks  an  old  Indian  trail.  Three 
hundred  years  and  more  of  American  history  are  identified  with  this  road, 
which  takes  its  name  from  the  Colonial  custom  of  blazing  on  stout  oak 
trees  three  notches  to  indicate  the  way  to  a  ferry  or  landing,  two  notches 
to  a  courthouse,  and  one  to  a  church.  One  of  these  blazed  trees  still 
s  tands . 

No  elegy  will  be  written  in  a  country  churchyard  over  the  death  of 
this  ancient  community.  The  churchyard  itself  will  be  obliterated  within 
a  few  weeks.  More  than  a  hundred  bodies  which  lie  in  the  little  cemetery 
adjoining  the  Methodist  Church  at  Pearson  are  to  be  taken  up  and  reburied 
by  the  Government  and,  when  the  work  is  complete,  a  final  service  will  be 
held  in  the  church.  Then  it,  too,  will  be  destroyed.  [End  of  article.] 

MATTAPA.W  TOVAV  is  the  residence  of  the  Commander,  Patuxent  River 
Naval  Air  Test  Center.  One  revisits  the  old  place  with  mixed  feelings; 
truly  now  it  is  an  elegant  home--but  it  is  not  Mattapany. 

The  surrounding  terrain  has,  of  course,  changed,  but  more  so  than 
one  might  expect.  The  creeks  either  side  of  the  mansion  no  longer  follow 
their  irregular  courses,  but  are  now  squared  off,  as  may  be  observed  from 
the  air.  The  river  bluff  and  "valley"  are  gone,  the  north  lawn  now  slop¬ 
ing  gently  down  to  the  shore.  It  is  well  to  be  able  to  see  the  river 
from  the  house,  but  one  misses  the  trees,  the  shrubs,  and  fig  bushes; 
what  remains  is  a  bare  expanse  instead  of  a  serene  vista  and  landscape. 

The  mimosa  trees  have  been  removed  from  the  south  lawn  to  make  room 
for  a  driveway.  But  otherwise  one  is  pleased  in  what  he  sees  here.  The 
other  trees  and  the  crepe  myrtle  are  the  same,  except  more  magnificent. 
Even  the  white  board  fence  is  the  same  (or  a  duplicate  replacement).  And 
the  old  pump  house  has  been  allowed  to  remain. 

The  three  photographs  on  next  page  shew  the  place  as  it  is  today; 
these  arc  from  the  Washington  Su.ndo.iJ  StaA  of  4  May  1958  on  the  subject  of 
a  garden  tour. 

A  comparison  of  top  photograph  and  that  on  page  191  or  198  shdws 
that  north  portion  of  roof  has  been  restored  to  a  former  lower  pitch,  and 
that  dormer  windows  have  been  added.  The  shutters  have  been  removed  from 
doorway  to  second-story  porch,  breaking  the  line  of  matched  openings. 

From  the  middle  photograph  we  see  that  the  old  kitchen  (see  sketch 
page  188)  has  been  sacrificed  to  an  entirely  different  structure.  The  old 
kitchen,  a  detached  wing,  was  the  oldcst-appcaring  part  of  the  home,  the 
outer  walls  were  of  uncovered  brick,  and  even  the  floor  was  brick;  perhaps 
it  was  not  adapted  to  modernization  but,  architecturally,  it  added  much 
to  the  old  house,  and  it  is  a  great  shame  that  at  least  its  outward  fea¬ 
tures  were  not  retained.  (Most  of  the  old  pictures  of  Mattapany  do  not 
reveal  the  kitchen  because  of  trees  and  shrubs.)  The  new  kitchen  would 
look  well  attached  to  some  other  home,  but  it  is  absolutely  out  of  char¬ 
acter  here.  In  the  photograph  the  building  to  the  right  of  the  kitchen 
is  a  garage. 

The  lower  photograph  next  page  is  the  same  view  of  the  central  hall- 
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way  as  that  pictured  on  page  189.  The  nost  obvious  chance  is  the  stair¬ 
way,  formerly  recessed  in  doorway  (see  floor  plan  page  18b)  ,  which  now  is 
in  the  hall,  and  underneath  of  which  are  stairs  to  basement.  The  sweep 
of  "our"  living  room  is  thus  broken,  but  the  change  is  a  good  one,  and 
the  new  stairway  is  more  attractive  than  the  limited  view  in  the  photo¬ 
graph  reveals.  A  companion  arch  (to  the  north,  and  not  visible  in  the 
photograph)  has  been  constructed  to  balance  the  original  one  (shown). 

The  handsome  carved  doors  are  the  originals,  and  the  missing  lead  arrows 
have  been  replaced.  The  gun  closets  between  hallway  and  dining  room  (see 
floor  plan  page  186)  have  vanished  (why?).  The  enclosed  bookshelves  in 
music  room  (page  190)  remain.  Electricity  has  replaced  oil  lamps.  An 
immaculate  young  Filipino  boy  has  replaced  our  dutiful  Louisa,  the  cook; 
he  served  us  the  first  alcoholic  beverage  that  I'd  seen  at  Mattapany. 
Another  "first"  was  that  one  could  drive  his  car  directly  to  the  mansion; 
in  former  years  we  always  parked  outside  the  gate  to  preserve  the  lawn. 

The  home  is  beautifully  refinished  and  furnished  throughout  for  gra¬ 
cious  modem  living.  There  are  many  changes  upstairs,  but  one  is  con¬ 
fused  and  the  changes  are  difficult  to  recognize.  Where  is  Aunt  Lou's 
room?  Where  is  the  room  where  Upton  tried  to  take  my  half  of  the  bed 
sheet?  It  is  not  easy  to  know  what  is  old  and  what  is  new,  but  it  is 
fairly  safe  to  assume--that  most  is  new. 

If  one  limits  his  gaze,  lie  can  at  times  feel  that  he  actually  is 
again  at  Mat tapany--but  the  feeling  is  unrealistic,  as  in  a  dream.  The 
Navy  has  retained  a  few  features  of  the  old  place,  but  it  has  so  distort¬ 
ed  the  rest,  the  true  character  of  Mattapany  is  now  lost. 

Perhaps  the  family  should  feel  gratified  that  the  old  home  is,  in  a 
sense,  saved.  But,  in  the  true  meaning  of  the  words,  the  Navy  lias  nei¬ 
ther  restored  nor  preserved  Mattapany. 
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ZARVOMA 


Zarvona  was  truly  a  remarkable  man!  But  why  is  he  not  better  known 
today?  ilis  brother,  James  William  Thomas,  gave  one  explanation:  "During 
his  long  imprisonment  the  enthusiasm  caused  by  his  daring  act  in  sixty-one 
had  died  out.  Heavy  blows  had  made  many  heroes,  and  Zarvona  found  him¬ 
self,  save  for  a  few  earnest  friends  such  as  Governor  Letcher,  General 
French  and  others,  alone".  Historians  make  a  great  point  of  "firsts"-- 
and  Zarvona's  prize,  the  Scunt  Nicholas,  flew  the  first  U.S.  flag  cap¬ 
tured  by  the  Confederacy  in  the  Civil  War.  Further,  his  life  included 
all  those  essentials  that  stimulate  the  imagination  of  those  who  enjoy  a 
good  story:  glamour,  success,  failure,  courage,  trickery,  hate,  respect, 
loyalty,  piracy,  daring,  traitor,  humor,  tragedy,  excitement.  Historian 
Newman  has  stated  that  "if  Zarvona  had  been  a  New  Englander  or  a  Virgin¬ 
ian,  every  school  boy  and  girl  would  know  about  him". 

A  personality  lives  in  history,  not  only  because  of  his  or  her  at¬ 
tainments,  but  sometimes  by  promotion,  sometimes  by  accident.  New  Eng¬ 
land  has  so  promoted  Plymouth  Rock  and  1620  that  often  Jamestown  in  1607 
is  overlooked.  Virginia  honors  its  Lee  and  Jackson,  not  only  because 
they  were  great,  but  because  they  were  Virginians.  Betsy  Ross  and  Bar¬ 
bara  Fritchie  may  be  said  to  have  survived  "by  accident".  Zarvona  was  a 
Marylander  but,  in  the  strict  sense,  lie  did  not  fight  for  his  state.  The 
State  of  Maryland  has  done  little  to  promote  any  of  its  men  of  history, 
including  the  Calverts.  Although  the  sympathies  of  the  people  of  Mary¬ 
land  were  divided,  the  greater  majority  even  favoring  the  South,  Maryland 
did  not  secede  from  the  Union  and,  in  the  Northern  press  of  his  day,  Zar¬ 
vona  was  sometimes  termed  a  traitor.  In  Zarvona's  own  words:  "It  is 
terrible  to  see  Maryland  in  her  present  condition--she  has  a  great  crime 
to  answer  for  ...  I  work  for  principles  not  boundaries". 

It  is  unfortunate  that  there  are  many  details  of  Zarvona's  life 
which  will  be  forever  lost.  Those  who  knew  him  best,  both  family  and 
friends,  wrote  of  him;  historians,  newspaper  accounts,  and  on-the-scene 
witnesses  tell  their  stories,  but  there  are  many  important  omissions 
about  which  we  shall  never  know.  But  the  avenues  for  further  inquiry  and 
research  are  not  exhausted,  and  it  is  hoped  that  more  about  Zarvona  may 
be  discovered  beyond  the  material  given  here. 

Governor  Letcher's  article  on  Zarvona  given  on  pages  3-5  is  particu¬ 
larly  valuable  in  that  the  Governor  was  a  close  friend  of  Zarvona  in  ad¬ 
dition  to  his  holding  responsible  office  wherein  he  was  in  the  position 
to  know  pertinent  facts.  Further  comment  on  this  article  has  been  given 
on  pages  109,  110.  The  Governor's  grandson,  Brig.  Gen.  John  S.  Letcher, 
now  of  Lexington,  Virginia,  seemed  a  likely  source  for  further  information 
The  General  wrote  me  a  most  warm  letter,  but  had  nothing  in  addition  to 
contribute.  The  Yankee  Gen.  David  Hunter  ordered  the  destruction  of 
V.M.I.,  the  Governor's  home,  and  many  other  peaceful  homes  in  1864,  and 
all  the  Governor's  papers  were  destroyed  at  that  time.  General  Letcher 
gave  me  the  name  of  a  grandson  of  G.  Bassett  French  (see  page  109)  of 
Midlothian,  Virginia,  but  I  received  no  answer  from  my  letter  to  him. 

My  letter  to  the  Italian  Information  Center  in  New  York  was  promptly 
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answered:  "We  have  checked  in  our  books  on  Garibaldi  and  on  volunteers 
of  Garibaldi's  campaigns,  but  we  could  not  find  the  name  Richard  Thomas 
Zarvona".  It  was  suggested  that  I  write  Associazione  Nazionale  Veterani 
e  Reduci  Garibaldini  in  Rome.  I  did  so,  but  over  a  year  has  elapsed, 
and  I  have  received  no  response. 

A  letter  written  at  about  the  same  time  to  the  Louisiana  Historical 
Society  also  remains  unanswered.  I  had  written  "concerning  the  piece  of 
Yankee  flag  you  have  in  your  possession,  such  as  its  size,  if  you  actu¬ 
ally  exhibit  it,  descriptive  comments  regarding  same,  etc."  Of  interest 
for  inclusion  here  is  the  information  I  sent  to  the  Society  of  a  clipping 
from  the  "Confederate  Veteran"  of  unknown  date,  under  the  heading  LOUIS¬ 
IANA  HISTORICAL  ASSOCIATION,  by  Gen.  J.  A.  Chalaron.  It  reads  in  part: 

"The  regular  meeting  of  this  Association  was  held  July  5,  1899, 
eleven  members  being  present.  The  Custodian's  report  .  .  .  the  relics 
and  documents  recently  presented  by  Mrs.  Varina  Jefferson  Davis  to  the 
Association.  .  .  .  With  gracious  words  Mrs.  Jefferson  Davis,  with  the 
hearty  concurrence  of  her  remaining  daughter,  Mrs.  Margaret  Davis  Hayes, 
has  sent  to  our  hall  a  wealth  of  sacred  and  valuable  relics  .  .  .  piece 
of  the  first  Yankee  flag  captured  in  the  war  between  the  States,  taken 
from  the  Steamer  St.  Nicholas  in  Chesapeake  Bay  ..." 

On  the  following  ten  pages  is  reproduced  "The  Amazing  Colonel  Zar¬ 
vona"  by  Charles  A.  Harp  which  appeared  in  the  December  1939  issue  of 
The  Maryland  Historical  Magazine.  This  most  interesting  article  is  given 
in  its  entirety  because  it  is  extremely  well  written,  is  obviously  the 
result  of  extensive  research,  and  has  numerous  references  in  the  foot¬ 
notes  , 

Following  Mr.  Earp's  article  is  an  account  of  Zarvona  written  by 
James  William  Thomas,  significant  because  it  gives  the  Colonel's  history 
in  the  words  of  his  brother. 


CHRONOLOGY.  Below  are  given  a  few  reference  dates  for  the  purpose 
of  aiding  the  reader  in  fitting  in  the  sequence  of  events  in  the  life  of 
Zarvona. 


Bom  . . 27  Oct.  1833 

Admitted  to  West  Point .  1  July  1850 

Letter  to  "John" . 26  Apr.  1861 

The  Saint  Nick o lab  affair . 28  June  186/1 

Commissioned  Colonel .  1  July  1861 

Arrested,  a  prisoner  at  Fort  McHenry  ....  8  July  1861 

Sent  to  Fort  Lafayette,  in  New  York  harbor  .  .  2  Dec.  1861 

Letter,  George  Thomas  to  "Stonewall" Jackson  .  .  18  Nov.  1862 

Letter,  Gov.  Letcher  to  Abraham  Lincoln  ...  2  Jan.  1863 

Exchange  authorized  .  Apr.  1863 

Exchanged  as  prisoner  of  war .  May  1863 

Arrived  Richmond .  6  May  1863 

Died . 17  Mar.  1875 
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THE  AMAZING  COLONEL  ZARVONA 
By  Charles  A.  Earp 

Richard  Thomas  of  Mattapany  believed  in  "  living  dangerously.” 
This  unusual  man,  gentleman  adventurer  and  professional  soldier, 
wandered  to  the  far  corners  of  the  earth  and  yet  found  his  moment 
of  fame  on  the  nearby  waters  of  the  Potomac  not  far  from  his  an¬ 
cestral  home.  Although  he  was  a  member  of  one  of  the  best  known 
families  of  Southern  Maryland,  son  of  a  speaker  of  the  house  of 
delegates  and  nephew  of  an  ex-governor,  the  early  years  of  Thomas’ 
life  are  dimmed  in  the  half  light  of  rumor  and  family  reminiscence 
and  only  the  most  meagre  details  are  known.  Born  in  Saint  Mary’s 
County  on  October  27,  1833,  young  Thomas  attended  school  at 
Charlotte  Hall  there  and  at  Oxford  on  the  Eastern  Shore  and  was 
also  a  cadet  at  the  United  States  Military  Academy  for  a  short  time. 
But  he  seems  to  have  been  a  wanderer  at  heart  and,  soon  succumbing 
to  the  call  of  distant  places,  worked  awhile  as  a  surveyor  on  the 
western  frontier.  He  next  turned  up  in  the  Far  East  and  there  par* 
ticipated  in  the  campaigns  against  the  Chinese  pirates  who  were 
terrorizing  oriental  waters.  From  Asia,  Thomas  drifted  across  to 
Europe  where  he  fought  under  Garibaldi  during  the  great  struggle 
for  national  independence  in  Italy  and  here,  it  appears,  he  first 
adopted  the  name  Zarvona  by  which  he  was  to  be  known  in  later 
life.1 

Being  an  ardent  Southern  sympathizer,  Thomas,  or  Zarvona  as 
we  shall  call  him,  returned  to  America  just  before  the  Civil  War  to 
serve  the  Southern  cause  and  at  the  outbreak  of  hostilities  suggested 
fitting  out  a  swift  light  boat  for  the  Confederate  service  with  which 
he  proposed  to  prey  upon  Northern  vessels  on  the  Chesapeake.2  It 
is  not  surprising,  therefore,  to  find  him  prominently  connected  with 
one  of  the  most  daring  feats  of  the  early  part  of  the  war,  the  capture 
of  the  bay  steamer  Saint  Nicholas ,  a  1,200  ton  side  wheeler,  running 
between  Baltimore  and  Georgetown,  D.  C.8 

1  Baltimore  Sun,  July  9,  1861 ;  Henry  Hyde  in  Baltimore  Evening  Sun,  May  23,  1928/ 
I  am  indebted  to  members  of  the  Thomas  family  for  securing  for  me  the  exact  date  of 
Zarvona's  birth  from  the  family  Bible  as  well  as  other  valuable  information  concerning 
the  Colonel.  Particular  thanks  are  due  Miss  Louisa  Thomas,  Mr.  Tazewell  T.  Thomas 
and,  for  general  assistance,  Mrs.  Maria  Briscoe  Croker. 

*  R.  to  John,  April  26,  1861,  The  War  of  the  Rebellion,  a  Compilation  of  the  Official 
Records  of  the  Union  and  Confederate  Armies ,  Washington,  1880-1901,  Series  II, 
Vol.  2,  p.  400  (cited  as  O.R.) 

*  J.  T.  Scharf,  History  of  the  Confederate  States  Navy,  New  York,  1887,  p.  114 
(cited  as  Scharf). 

334 


2  05 


n  bwa  >•*  ,  jJbM  >  ,*me  br.-dv  n 

'  to  tadn  >m  a  **v  '  ,  rl ,  jc.  iA  vo  n‘  ,•>» 

:  •  «  *  O  P  >2  f;l:s  .  1  TJ  cilio*  i:  v  if  A 

*  ^  •  .i  O  •  I  til  '9  (i  f>0  ;  ..[>  &ljl 

1  '  r-  *  .(-"<  *  T  2  J3;  "i  vi  *?  ,r,  ynoh 

v  labi-jA  xnli  M  2  -jislc  b-j)ir  j  .  1  v,  a  oiU 

P  11  *  s*  irfwti  foaluw  wjsfr  'nu  io  i£j  srfj  o  1 

;*»  r  •  ;  1  •>-{-  t  v/  L  ' 1  n  1  ' xfin  sH  wuiw 

Jr  !»flld  )  »H  Tciiu  .  H  Wlp  «  r  li  ',5  ;  y,  • 

ii  nod  1  ,»  iA  r  ?  •  i  t  •  ot:  * 

:S  -TUi'  ibif:.lnr.)  .*  .  l  >  n  or  , 

■Hi  »i  1  c-  ;-j  .1  -jo> 

vi  /  ;•  rl  •<>  :  -*u{  twiaffiA  0}  taivnjv*  .raid  d*j  ikd  *V/ 

-  L- dd'JuO1'.  :o  >*s$'d;  o  ^f!;  i  b;  £  o^r  v:r  j,  ->  i*  , 

i  0  .1  -A  ,  :  t  q  oJ  .}•  0  ,7 


THE  AMAZING  COLONEL  ZARVONA 


335 

There  is  some  doubt  as  to  the  exact  origin  of  the  plan,  for  three 
men:  Zarvona,  George  N.  Hollins  of  Maryland,  a  captain  in  the  Con- 
%  '  federate  navy,  and  H.  H.  Lewis,  another  naval  officer,  appear  to  have 

some  claim  for  its  conception.4  At  any  rate  the  basis  of  the  scheme 
was  daring  in  the  extreme.  It  was  proposed  to  secrete  a  band  of  care¬ 
fully  disguised  volunteers  on  board  the  Saint  Nicholas ,  overpower 
her  crew  at  a  strategic  moment  and  take  command  of  the  vessel. 
Then  by  a  quick  trip  to  the  Coan  river  on  the  Virginia  shore  the 
little  force  was  to  be  augmented  by  a  detachment  of  Confederate  in¬ 
fantry.  The  Saint  Nicholas ,  it  appears,  frequently  transferred  supplies 
to  the  United  States  warship  'Pawnee,  a  vessel  of  the  federal  squadron 
which  patrolled  the  Chesapeake  Bay.  Consequently  the  final  step  in 
the  plan  was  to  range  alongside  the  Pawnee  as  usual,  throw  an 
armed  force  on  board  and  capture  the  vessel  for  the  Confederacy  by 
a  surprise  stroke  before  the  federals  became  aware  of  the  ruse.® 

As  the  aid  of  a  strong  infantry  force  was  highly  desirable  for  the 
successful  execution  of  this  latter  maneuver,  an  application  was  made 
to  General  Theophilus  Holmes,  commanding  the  Confederate  forces 
at  Fredericksburg,  for  the  cooperation  of  a  part  of  his  command. 
General  Holmes  disapproved  of  what  he  considered  to  be  a  wild 
scheme  and  felt  "  that  success  would  be  miraculous.”  Nevertheless 
by  express  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  who  favored  the  enterprise, 
Holmes  detailed  Colonel  Bates’  Tennessee  regiment  to  cooperate 
with  the  movement  at  Coan  river  (probably  in  case  the  Saint  Nicholas 
was  pursued)  but  this  force  was  strictly  forbidden  to  take  any  part 
in  the  expedition  on  the  water.® 

Governor  Letcher  of  Virginia  was  more  enthusiastic,  however,  and 
supported  the  plan  vigorously.  He  issued  a  draft  for  $1,000  to  pur¬ 
chase  arms  ana  supplies  in  the  North  and  selected  Zarvona  as  agent 
for  this  purpose.  According  to  Captain  Hollins’  own  statement  he 
was  placed  in  command  of  the  expedition,  which  was  to  be  carried 
out  under  his  direction,  Zarvona,  it  appears,  acting  as  a  sort  of  second 
in  command.  Lieutenant  Lewis  was  recalled  from  duty  on  the  lower 
Rappahannock,  informed  of  his  part  in  the  enterprise  and  stationed 
with  the  Tennesseans.  Then  a  small  group  of  volunteers  who  had 

‘Governor  Letcher  to  President  Lincoln,  Jan.  2,  1863,  O.R.,  II,  2,  401;  Extracts 
from  notes  by  Commander  George  N.  Hollins,  C.  S.  Navy,  n.  d.  (cited  as  Hollins)  in 
Official  Records  of  the  Union  and  Confederate  Navies  in  the  War  of  the  Rebellion, 
Series  I,  Vol.  4,  p.  353  (cited  a j  O.  R.  N.);  Scharf  papers;  L.  P.  Walker,  Secretary 
of  War,  to  General  T.  H.  Holmes,  June  25,  1861,  O.  R.  N.,  1,  4,  551. 

‘  Hollins,  O.  R.  N.,  I,  4,  533;  James  D.  McCabe,  Jr.,  History  of  the  War  between  the 
States  (1861-2),  unpublished  MS.  dated  Vicksburg,  1862,  p.  256;  Scharf,  p.  Ill 

*  See  correspondence  between  General  Holmes  and  the  Secretary  of  War,  O.  R.  N., 
I,  4,  551-3. 
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been  enlisted  for  the  scheme  crossed  over  quietly  into  Southern  Mary¬ 
land;  Zarvona  took  the  Patuxent  boat  and  proceeded  on  to  Phila¬ 
delphia  where  he  purchased  the  necessary  arms  for  the  expedition. 
Returning  secretly  to  Baltimore,  he  gathered  about  him  a  little  band 
of  loyal  followers  and  made  his  final  arrangements  for  the  coup.7 

The  Saint  Nicholas  left  Baltimore  on  the  afternoon  of  June  28, 
1861,  on  her  regular  run,  laden  with  freight  for  Saint  Mary’s  and 
Charles  counties  and  Washington  City.  She  also  had  on  board  a 
number  of  passengers  bound  for  the  various  landings  along  the 
Maryland  shore  of  the  Potomac  river.8  Among  those  booking  passage 
at  Baltimore  was  a  "  French  lady  ”  of  dark  complexion  and  rather 
masculine  features  9  who  included  in  her  baggage  several  large  high 
trunks  such  as  were  used  by  milliners  at  that  time.10  According  to  one 
witness  the  "  French  lady  ”  played  her  part  to  perfection,  tossing  her 
fan  about  and  even  coquetting  with  a  federal  officer  who  was  among 
the  passengers  and  no  suspicions  were  aroused.11  A  number  of  rather 
common-place  looking  passengers  seemed  to  be  watching  the  "French 
lady  ’’  with  some  interest  especially  when  the  Saint  Nicholas  stopped 
at  Point  Lookout,  Maryland  where  the  Potomac  meets  the  Bay.  Here 
several  men  came  aboard,  among  them  an  elderly  looking  individual 
and  a  young  Marylander  named  Alexander;  all  booked  passage  for 
Washington  City.12 

Soon  the  "  French  lady  ’’  excused  herself  and  disappeared  into 
her  stateroom.13  Several  minutes  passed  and  the  Saint  Nicholas, 
making  up  the  river,  drew  further  and  further  away  from  the  Point 
Lookout  dock.  A  group  of  male  passengers,  including  those  who  had 
boarded  at  Point  Lookout,  lounged  about  the  deck  and  seemed  unin¬ 
terested  in  retiring  although  by  this  time  it  was  considerably  after 
midnight.14  Then  there  suddenly  emerged  from  the  cabin  of  the 
"  French  lady  ’’  none  other  than  Zarvona  himself  clad  in  the  full 
uniform  of  a  Confederate  Zouave  and  armed  with  a  cutlass  and  re¬ 
volver.15  Quick  orders  were  given  and  the  loungers  on  the  deck 

T  Hollins,  O.R.N.,  I,  4,  553-4;  Scharf,  pp.  112-3. 

•Charles  Worthington  to  Gideon  Welles,  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  July  1,  1861, 
O.R.N.,  I,  4,  550.  Worthington  was  the  agent  for  the  Baltimore  and  Washington  / 
Steamship  Line,  Scharf,  p.  117. 

*  Baltimore  Daily  Exchange,  July  2,  1861. 

10  Hollins,  O.R.N.,  I,  4,  554;  McCabe,  p.  257. 

11  Statement  of  Lieutenant  George  Alexander  quoted  in  Scharf,  p.  115. 

14  Hollins,  O.R.N.,  I,  4,  554;  Statement  of  Alexander  quoted  in  Scharf,  p.  115. 
McCabe  states  that  Alexander  '*  recognized  ”  the  ”  French  lady  ”  as  an  old  acquaint¬ 
ance  from  Paris  and  that  they  at  once  became  engaged  in  an  earnest  conversation  in 
French.  McCabe,  p.  257. 

14  Statement  of  Alexander  quoted  in  Scharf,  p.  115. 

14  McCabe,  p  257;  Hollins,  O.R.H.,  I,  4,  554. 

14  Statement  of  Alexander  quoted  in  Scharf,  p.  115;  Daily  Exchange,  July  2,  1861. 
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rushed  into  his  cabin  where  they  supplied  themselves  with  weapons 
from  the  milliner’s  trunks  of  the  “  French  lady.”  16  The  elderly  look¬ 
ing  man,  who  turned  out  to  be  Captain  Hollins,  armed  himself  with 
a  Sharp’s  rifle  and  a  pair  of  pistols,  raced  up  to  the  wheelhouse  and 
informed  the  captain  that  his  ship  was  in  Confederate  hands. 1T  The 
officers  and  crew  of  the  Saint  Nicholas  were  taken  completely  by  sur¬ 
prise  and,  as  Lieutenant  Alexander  put  it,  "  In  a  few  minutes  we 
overpowered  the  passengers  and  crew,  secured  them  below  the 
hatches,  and  the  boat  was  ours.”  18 

All  lights  were  then  extinguished  and  the  Saint  Nicholas,  under 
command  of  Captain  Hollins,  was  headed  at  full  speed  for  the 
Virginia  shore,  arriving  at  Coan  river  landing  at  3:30  in  the  morn¬ 
ing.  Here  she  was  met  after  some  delay  by  Lieutenant  Lewis  and  a 
detachment  consisting  of  the  Tennessee  infantry  and  a  few  volunteers 
from  the  Confederate  navy.19  Although  they  could  expect  no  further 
aid  from  the  Tennesseans,  who  were  under  strict  orders  not  to  board 
the  Saint  Nicholas  for  an  expedition,  the  little  band  of  volunteers 
who  had  originally  seized  the  vessel  decided  to  carry  out  their  original 
plan  and  capture  the  Pawnee.  However,  it  was  learned  through  the 
Baltimore  papers  that  the  Pawnee  had  steamed  up  to  Washington 
City  to  attend  the  funeral  of  a  federal  officer  killed  in  the  recent 
attack  on  Mathias  Point  and  consequently  the  latter  part  of  the  plan 
had  to  be  abandoned.20 

The  passengers  who  so  desired  were  allowed  to  go  ashore  at  Coan 
river,  the  little  band  was  augmented  by  the  naval  volunteers,  and  the 
Saint  Nicholas  was  headed  out  into  the  bay  and  proceeded  for 
Fredericksburg.21  But  the  adventure  was  not  yet  over.  Soon  another 
boat  loomed  up  in  the  darkness  and  proved  to  be  the  brig  Monticello 
bound  to  Baltimore  from  Rio  de  Janeiro  with  a  cargo  of  coffee.  She 
was  immediately  captured  and  on  board  were  found  the  official  dis¬ 
patches  from  the  U.  S.  squadron  off  Brazil  which  were  turned  over 
to  the  Confederate  authorities.  A  short  time  later  the  schooner  Mary 

18  Statement  of  Alexander  quoted  in  Scharf,  p.  115;  Hollins,  O.R.N.,  I,  4,  554. 

1T  Hollins,  O.R.N.,  I,  4,  554. 

18  Statement  of  Alexander  quoted  in  Scharf,  p.  115.  Approximately  one-third  of  the 
forty-six  Southerners  participating  in  this  affair  were  Maryland  Zouaves.  They  included: 
Colonel  R.  Thomas  of  Richard  (Zarvona),  commanding;  George  H.  Alexander,  F. 
Gibson,  lieutenants;  Fred  H.  Hollins,  George  N.  Hollins,  Jr.,  William  O’Keefe, 
William  Powers,  R.  Fellon,  Francis  Duffin,  Joseph  Thompson,  G.  H.  Frazier,  John 
Daley,  George  Watts,  John  Brown,  James  Laughlin,  Richard  Fuller,  Samuel  Tatem, 
privates.  See  O.R.N.,  I,  4,  555. 

l*  Hollins,  O.R.N.,  I,  4,  554;  Scharf,  p.  115. 

80  Hollins,  O.  R.  N.,  I,  4,  554 ;  McCabe,  p.  258.  x 

81  Hollins,  O.R.N.,  I,  4,  554.  See  O.R.N.,  I,  4,  555  for  complete  list  of  those 
participating.  According  to  this  official  roster  the  Tennessee  infantry  did  not  sail  on 
the  Saint  Nicholas, 
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Pierce  carrying  ice  to  Washington  City  was  also  taken  and  the  pre¬ 
cious  cargo,  selling  for  $8,000,  was  put  to  good  use  in  the  southern 
hospitals.  Finally  a  third  vessel,  the  Margaret,  loaded  with  coal, 
was  overhauled  and  seized,  this  being  a  most  fortunate  capture  as  the 
coal  aboard  the  Saint  Nicholas  was  running  dangerously  low.  She 
was  quickly  refueled  from  this  supply,  however,  and  then  proceeded 
on  to  Fredericksburg  with  her  prizes.22 

The  daring  crew  of  volunteers  was  received  in  Fredericksburg  with 
full  military  honors  23  and  Zarvona  was  commissioned  under  that 
name  as  a  colonel  in  the  volunteer  forces  of  Virginia  by  the  con¬ 
vention  of  the  state.24  He  was  royally  entertained  in  Richmond  and 
Scharf  tells  this  amusing — if  perhaps  somewhat  overcolored — story 
about  his  visit.  It  seems  that  the  Colonel’s  friends  insisted  on  seeing 
him  dressed  in  his  role  as  the  "  French  lady.”  He  consented  with 
the  understanding  that  the  joke  was  to  be  strictly  private  but  while 
he  was  out  of  the  room  preparing  his  costume,  a  lady  entered  much 
to  the  consternation  of  the  group,  and  took  her  place  among  them. 
She  was  treated  with  politeness  but  left  to  herself  as  the  embarrassed 
gentlemen  tried  to  find  some  way  of  getting  rid  of  her  before  Zarvona 
should  return.  Then  at  the  psychological  moment  the  Lady  lifted  her 
skirts  and  revealed  a  pair  of  officers  boots  and  the  tip  of  a  sword. 
It  was  the  Colonel  himself  who  had  turned  the  trick  very  neatly  and, 
as  Scharf  says,  "The  effect  may  be  imagined!  ” 23 

Spurred  on  by  the  success  of  the  Saint  Nicholas  affair,  Zarvona 
was  consumed  with  desire  to  repeat  it  and,  securing  permission  from 
Governor  Letcher  to  attempt  another  exploit  of  the  same  type,28 
he  set  out  in  a  schooner  early  in  July  for  Maryland  waters.  As  can 
well  be  imagined  the  capture  of  the  Saint  Nicholas  had  caused  much 

ss  The  Saint  Nicholas  was  purchased  by  the  Confederate  government  and  converted 
into  a  gunboat.  On  the  capture  of  the  prizes  see  Hollins,  O.  R.  N.,  I,  4,  554-5;  Scharf, 
p.  116;  Baltimore  American,  July  3,  1861.  There  occurred  in  later  years  a  controversy 
as  to  whom  belonged  the  credit  for  this  affair,  Captain  Hollins  writing  a  long  statement 
after  the  war  wherein  he  claimed  that  honor  for  himself.  Apparently  Hollins,  a  naval 
officer  and  the  senior  member  of  the  party,  was  directing  activities  but  it  seems  clear 
that  Zarvona  was  the  "  key  man  ”  in  the  execution  of  the  coup.  See  "  Autobiography 
of  Commodore  George  N.  Hollins,"  Maryland  Historical  Magazine,  Sept.,  1939.  It  is 
partly  to  throw  further  light  on  this  controversy  and  partly  because  additional  material 
has  been  discovered  in  other  sources  that  the  incident  is  retold  here  in  detail. 

**  Baltimore  Daily  Exchange,  July  2,  1861. 

14  The  commission  and  papers  discovered  on  Zarvona  at  the  time  of  his  subsequent 
capture  are  to  be  found  in  O.  R.,  II,  2,  399. 

28  Scharf,  p.  117.  x 

*•  Governor  Letcher  to  G.  W.  Randolph,  Secretary  of  War,  June  20,  1862,  O.  R., 
II,  4,  781;  Governor  Letcher  to  President  Lincoln,  Jan.  2,  1863,  O.R.,  II,  2,  401. 
The  exact  nature  of  the  plan  will  never  be  known  although  it  is  probable  that  Zarvona 
intended  to  secrete  himself  on  another  steamer  (perhaps  the  Columbia  or  George 
Weems  of  Baltimore),  plan  a  junction  with  his  armed  vessel  somewhere  down  the 
bay,  and  seize  the  unsuspecting  ship. 
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consternation  among  the  federals 27  and  the  rumor  was  quickly  spread 
that  the  "  French  lady  ”  was  again  in  the  State  secretly  planning 
another  expedition.28  A  federal  patrol  boat  scoured  the  Bay  in  search 
of  him  but  to  no  avail.20  On  July  9th,  John  R.  Kenly,  provost- 
marshal  of  Baltimore,  ordered  the  steamer  Chester  to  be  fitted  out  at 
Fort  McHenry  with  several  cannon,  a  detachment  of  federal  troops 
and  a  posse  of  local  police  for  the  purpose  of  capturing  Zarvona  and 
his  colleagues  who  were  thought  to  be  somewhere  in  the  vicinity  of 
the  Chester  river  on  a  sailing  vessel  called  the  Georgiana .30 

Fate  works  in  strange  ways,  however,  and  it  was  not  this  well 
armed  expedition  but  two  members  of  the  Baltimore  police  force, 
John  Horner  and  Lieutenant  Thomas  H.  Carmichael,  who  finally 
located  the  elusive  Colonel  Zarvona.  They  had  been  sent  to  Fair 
Haven  in  Anne  Arundel  county  to  arrest  one  Neale  Green,  a  well 
known  Baltimore  barber,  for  alleged  participation  in  the  attack  on 
the  Sixth  Massachusetts  regiment  which  had  recently  passed  through 
the  city.  After  securing  their  prisoner,  Carmichael  and  Horner  had 
boarded  the  steamer  Mary  W as hingt on  bound  for  Baltimore.  The 
boat  was  scarcely  under  way  before  Lieutenant  Carmichael  learned 
to  his  utter  amazement  that  the  much  sought  after  "  French  lady  ” 
was  himself  on  the  Mary  Washington  in  disguise  along  with  a  num¬ 
ber  of  his  men.  Zarvona’s  comrades  had  remonstrated  with  him  for 
his  rashness  in  going  to  Baltimore  so  soon  after  the  Saint  Nicholas 
affair,  but  the  daring  Colonel  was  determined  to  carry  out  his  plans 
and,  rather  than  have  possible  harm  befall  him  alone,  a  group  of  his 
friends  had  accompanied  him  on  the  steamer.31 

Lieutenant  Carmichael  immediately  ordered  the  captain  of  the 
Mary  Washington  to  direct  his  course  to  Fort  McHenry  and  land 


*T  J.  P.  K.  Mygatt,  Acting  Lieutenant  U.  S.  S.  Reliance  to  R.  B.  Lowry,  Lieutenant 
commanding  il.  S.  S.  Freeborn,  June  30,  1861,  O.  R.  N.,  I,  4,  549-50. 

as  Baltimore  American,  Sun,  July,  passim. 

**  R.  B.  Lowry,  Lieutenant  commanding  U.  S.  S.  Freeborn  to  Commander  S.  C.  Rowan, 
U.  S.  S.  Pawnee,  July  10,  1861,  O.R.N.,  I,  4,  572. 

10  Baltimore  American,  July  9,  10,  1861;  Baltimore  Sun ,  July  9,  10,  1861;  Com¬ 
mander,  U.  S.  S.  Pocahontas  to  Commander,  U.  S.  S.  Pawnee,  July  9,  1861,  O.  R.  N., 
I,  4,  569-70;  Commander,  U.  S.  S.  Penguin  to  Flag  Officer  Stringham,  Atlantic  Blockad¬ 
ing  Squadron,  July  11,  1861,  O.  R.  N.,  I,  5,  785.  The  Chester  did  not  get  off  until  the 
day  following  Zarvona's  capture  and  those  aboard  the  Georgiana,  learning  of  the  fate 
of  their  colonel,  had  fled.  The  Georgiana  was  discovered  several  days  later  abandoned 
at  the  mouth  of  the  Chester  river  and  was  subsequently  brought  up  to  Baltimore. 
Baltimore  American ,  July  13,  1861;  Baltimore  Sun,  July  11,  15,  1861;  Robert  Williams, 
A.  A.  G.  Department  of  Annapolis,  to  Col.  E.  D.  Townsend,  A.  A.  G.  War  Department, 
July  14,  1861,  O.  R  ,  I,  2,  740. 

11  Baltimore  American,  July  9,  10,  1861;  Baltimore  Sun,  July  9,  1861.  No  satisfac¬ 
tory  account  exists  on  the  capture  of  Zarvona.  The  only  information  available  is  that 
appearing  in  the  Baltimore  newspapers  of  the  time  but  |this  material  is  presented  for 
what  it  is  worth. 
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his  passengers  there  instead  of  at  the  regular  dock.  The  Colonel 
grew  suspicious  and,  approaching  Carmichael,  demanded  to  know 
by  whose  authority  the  vessel  had  been  diverted  from  its  customary 
course,  Carmichael  replying  that  the  steamer’s  route  had  been  altered 
by  police  orders.  Then  according  to  an  account  by  one  of  the  pas¬ 
sengers  a  most  dramatic  scene  ensued.  Zarvona  gathered  his  men 
about  him  and,  drawing  a  pistol,  threatened  to  seize  Carmichael  and 
Horner  and  throw  them  overboard.  As  the  women  ran  screaming 
from  the  cabin,  the  police  officers  also  presented  their  weapons  and, 
backed  up  by  a  number  of  the  male  passengers,  forced  the  Southern¬ 
ers  to  surrender. 

On  arriving  at  Fort  McHenry  one  of  the  officers  reported  to  Gen¬ 
eral  Banks  commanding  at  that  place  who  immediately  ordered  a 
company  of  infantry  to  the  boat.  The  suspects  were  all  put  under 
arrest  with  the  exception  of  Colonel  Zarvona  who  had  somehow 
made  his  escape  and  disappeared.  After  an  extended  search  he  was 
finally  found  concealed  in  a  large  bureau  in  the  ladies’  cabin,82  was 
taken  without  resistance  and  placed  in  close  confinement  at  Fort 
McHenry.  Among  Zarvona’s  baggage  was  found  his  Zouave  uni¬ 
form,  his  commission  as  colonel  in  the  armed  forces  of  Virginia  and 
other  papers,  including  a  letter  of  credit  on  a  prominent  Baltimore 
business  house.83 

Zarvona’s  capture  caused  much  comment  and  he  was  confined  at 
Baltimore  for  piracy  but  was  later  indicted  in  the  United  States  Court 
for  the  District  of  Maryland  on  a  charge  of  treason  only,  and  was 
retained  in  custody  as  a  political  prisoner  of  the  Department  of 
State.34  The  Colonel  was  considered  such  an  important  prisoner  that 
a  number  of  witnesses  in  the  case  against  him  (several  members  of 
the  crew  of  the  Saint  Nicholas )  were  held  as  prisoners  at  Fort 
McHenry  for  almost  two  years  awaiting  the  trial  which  never  took 
place.35  While  Zarvona  was  confined  at  the  fort,  General  Dix, 
then  in  command,  wrote  to  General  McClellan  that  among  his  prison¬ 
ers  was 

...  the  celebrated  Thomas  or  Colonel  Zarvona,  commonly  known  as  the 
French  lady.  He  is  of  one  of  the  first  families  in  Maryland;  is  rich,  intelligent 
and  resolute.  His  nervous  system  is  much  broken  by  confinement  and  want  of 

*’  It  was  stated  that  at  the  time  of  his  capture  Colonel  Zarvona  was  clad  in  feminine 
attire.  See  Townsend  to  Stanton,  Secretary  of  War,  iFeb.  10,  1863,  O.R.,  II,  2,  404. 
The  charge  is  denied  in  Scharf,  p.  121. 

*3  Baltimore  American ,  July  9,  1861.  A  somewhat  different  version  of  Zarvona’s 
capture  appeared  in  the  Baltimore  Sun  for  July  9,  1861;  it  agrees  with  the  American’s 
account,  however,  concerning  the  main  outline  of  the  event. 

s*  Dix  to  Stanton,  Feb.  20,  1862,  O.  R.,  II,  2,  390;  Extract  from  record  book,  State 
Department,  '  Arrests  for  Disloyalty,’  O.  R.,  II,  2,  379. 

“See  O.R.,  II,  2,  381-9,  408-9. 
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active  occupation  and  he  has  made  earnest  appeals  to  me  for  the  privilege  of 
walking  about  the  garrison  within  the  walls  on  his  parole  of  honor  not  to 
attempt  to  escape.  There  is  no  doubt  it  would  be  sacredly  respected.  .  .  .3e 

This  request  brought  no  satisfaction,  however,  and  the  prisoner  was 
finally  transferred  to  Fort  Lafayette  in  New  York  harbor  in  the 
custody  of  Major  D.  P.  DeWitt  of  the  Second  Maryland  (Union) 
Infantry.87  From  here  Zarvona  made  repeated  appeals  for  parole  on 
account  of  his  health  but  in  vain.38  No  action  was  taken  and  a  short 
time  later  the  prisoner  was  placed  in  strict  confinement  for  allegedly 
corresponding  with  friends  outside  by  means  of  some  mysterious  and 
secret  cipher.89  Yet  the  Colonel  was  not  a  man  to  give  up  easily 
even  in  the  face  of  such  diversities  and  one  night  in  April  of  1862,  in 
the  midst  of  a  high  wind  and  a  raging  storm,  he  made  a  spectacular 
attempt  to  escape.  He  gained  the  sea  wall,  eluded  his  guard,  and, 
plunging  into  the  choppy  waters  of  the  harbor,  struck  out  in  the 
darkness  for  the  distant  Long  Island  shore.  A  boat  was  hastily 
lowered  and  the  prisoner  was  overtaken  after  a  short  pursuit  and 
returned  dripping  but  undaunted  to  his  cell.40  According  to  Scharf’s 
account  Zarvona  was  unable  to  swim  but  managed  somehow  to 
fashion  an  ingenious  life  belt  by  corking  up  a  number  of  tin  cans 
and  suspending  them  around  his  waist  by  a  cord.41  As  a  result  of 
this  misadventure,  the  "  French  lady  ”  was  placed  in  still  more  rigid 
confinement  and  was  allowed  no  visitors,  even  the  special  pass  issued 
to  his  mother  being  revoked.42 

The  rumor  was  circulated  that  the  rigor  of  his  close  imprisonment 
had  impaired  the  Colonel’s  health  both  mentally  and  physically  48 
and  in  January,  1863,  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  passed  a  resolu¬ 
tion  to  examine  his  case  and  determine  if  relief  could  not  be  ex¬ 
tended.44  It  was  reported  as  a  result  that  the  severity  of  his  confine¬ 
ment  was  necessitated  by  his  attempt  to  escape.  A  federal  army 
surgeon  also  examined  him  at  this  time,  declared  his  physical  condi- 

**  Dix  to  McClellan,  Sept.  5,  1861,  O.R.,  II,  2,  381. 

*T  D.  T.  Van  Buren,  by  order  of  Major  General  Dix,  to  Lt.  Col.  Martin  Burke, 
commanding  at  Fort  Lafayette,  Dec.  2,  1861,  O.R.,  II,  2,  165. 

“Zarvona  to  William  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State,  Dec.  22,  1861,  Jan.  9,  1862, 
O.  R.,  II,  2,  386-7. 

“  E.  D.  Townsend  to  General  L.  Thomas,  Feb.  27,  1862,  O  R.,  II,  2,  394;  Lt.  Col. 
Burke  to  General  Thomas,  March  5,  1862,  O.  R.,  II,  2,  395;  Thomas  to  Burke,  Feb.  28, 
1862,  O.  R.,  II,  2,  394. 

40  See  account  by  a  fellow  prisoner,  O.R.,  II,  4,  775;  statement  of  federal  officers, 

O.  R.,  II,  2,  396-7.  , 

41  Scharf,  p.  121.  42  O.  R„  II,  2,  394-5,  397-8. 

“See  O.R.,  II,  2,  411-12;  II,  4,  774-76  for  Confederate  accounts  of  his  treatment 
in  prison. 

44  Congressional  Globe,  XXXIII,  part  I,  page  558  (3d  sess.,  37th  Congress, 
1862-63). 
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tion  good,  and  reported  him  somewhat  eccentric  in  his  ideas  but 
perfectly  sane  and  rational.'15 

Meanwhile  Zarvona’s  relatives  and  the  Confederate  authorities  at 
Richmond  had  been  making  every  effort  to  have  him  exchanged  as 
a  regular  prisoner  of  war.48  In  June,  1862,  Governor  Letcher  had 
issued  a  strong  note  of  protest,  pointing  out  that  Zarvona  had  been 
acting  under  his  orders  on  an  authorized  mission  for  the  promotion 
of  the  Confederate  cause,  and  further  threatening  to  execute  two 
federal  officers  of  equal  rank  with  the  Colonel  if  any  harm  should 
befall  him.47  When  no  results  were  forthcoming  he  followed  this  up 
with  a  special  letter  to  no  less  a  person  than  President  LincolA  him¬ 
self  in  which  he  reviewed  Zarvona’s  case  at  some  length  and  asked 
that  action  be  taken.  In  addition  four  federal  officers  and  three 
privates  were  placed  in  the  Virginia  penitentiary  under  state  authority 
as  hostages  for  Zarvona,  destined  to  suffer  the  same  fate  that  was 
meted  out  to  him.48 

Finally  in  April  1863,  after  nearly  two  years  of  imprisonment  with¬ 
out  trial  the  Colonel’s  exchange  was  authorized  by  Edwin  M.  Stanton, 
the  Secretary  of  War,  and  he  was  released.49  The  records  fail  to  show 
any  additional  information  concerning  Zarvona  and  he  appears  to 
have  played  no  further  part  in  the  war.  There  is  no  complete  ex¬ 
planation  but  perhaps  in  the  following  letter  lies  the  answer  to  this 
sudden  ending  to  his  strange  career  in  the  service  of  the  Confederacy. 

Fort  Lafayette,  New  York  Harbor,  March  24,  1863 
Brig.  Gen.  L.  Thomas 

Adjutant-General,  U.  S.  Army,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Sir:  I  wrote  you  some  days  since  in  regard  to  a  parole  for  R.  T.  Zarvona 
(the  French  lady).  He  now  desires  me  to  say  that  if  released  he  will  leave 
the  country  and  give  his  parole  of  honor  not  to  return  to  the  United  States  or 
the  Confederate  States  during  the  war,  and  that  he  will  not  take  part  in  the 
rebellion.  He  says  he  will  do  this  because  his  health  is  destroyed  by  the 
confinement  he  has  undergone. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Martin  Burke, 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Third  Artillery,  Commanding  Post 80 
-  / 

4J  See  correspondence,  O.  R.,  II,  2,  403-6. 

4S  Zarvona  wrote  to  Governor  Letcher  and  Secretary  of  War  Benjamin  to  intercede 
in  his  behalf,  O.R.,  II,  2,  411-12.  See  also  letter  of  his  brother  Lieutenant  George 
Thomas,  1st  Maryland  Battalion,  to  General  (Stonewall)  Jackson,  Nov.  18,  1862, 
O.  R.,  II,  2,  412-13. 

47  Letcher  to  G.  W.  Randolph,  Secretary  of  War,  June  20,  1862,  O.  R.,  II,  4,  781. 

48  Letcher  to  President  Lincoln,  Jan.  2,  1863,  O.  R-,  II,  2,  401-3.  Letcher  says  two 
officers  and  five  privates  but  see  petition  of  the  hostages,  O.  R.,  II,  2,  407. 

48  O.  R.,  II,  5,  434,  522.  The  hostages  were  paroled  early  in  May  so  Zarvona  must 
have  gained  his  freedom  somewhere  around  the  last  of  April.  See  O.  R.,  II,  2,  414-15 

* °O.R .,  II,  2,  410. 
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Thus  Richard  Thomas,  also  called  Colonel  Zarvona  and  the 
"  French  lady,”  vanished  from  the  history  of  the  Civil  War.  Practi¬ 
cally  nothing  is  known  about  his  later  life  other  than  that  he  returned 
to  Europe  and  lived  in  Paris  for  a  number  of  years.  The  Colonel  ap¬ 
pears  to  have  been  there  during  the  Franco-Prussian  War  and,  for  a 
man  of  his  temperament,  it  is  not  unlikely  that  he  participated  in 
that  struggle  also.  The  early  ’70s  found  him  again  in  Southern 
Maryland,  his  days  of  adventure  and  excitement  over.  He  died  at 
Woodberry,  the  home  of  his  brother,  in  1875  and  was  buried  in  the 
old  Thomas  family  burial  ground  at  Deep  Falls.  The  wanderer  had 
returned  home,  this  time  to  roam  no  more.81 


81  Part  of  the  information  on  Zarvona’s  last  years  was  found  in  the  notice  of  his 
death  appearing  in  the  Baltimore  Sun  for  March  26,  1875;  part  was  kindly  supplied 
by  members  of  the  Thomas  family. 


Many  of  Mr.  Harp's  references  will  be  found  re¬ 
produced  in  full  on  later  pages. 

The  following  article  is  on  file  at  the  Mary¬ 
land  Historical  Society.  On  the  first  sheet  is  no¬ 
ted:  "Copied  &Aom  original  in  possession  Mas, 
Thomas  Baxteti  GA.es  ham,  Jan .  27,  19 23". 

By  James  William  Thomas, 

Colonel  Zanvona’s  BtotheA 

Chanlotte  Halt  St,  Maxys  County ,  Md, 
NovembeA  lltk ,  1900, 

COLONEL  RICHARD  THOMAS  ZARVONA 

was  boAn  in  St,  Many 1  a  County,  Many  land,  OctobeA.  21  tlx 
1%ll>,  He  was  a  son  o&  the  HonoAable  RichaAd  Thomas, 
who  was  a  bnotheA  o ^  GoveAnoA  James  Thomas  and  seAved 
in  the  LegislatuAe  o  |J  Many  land  fisiom  1826  to  1833  and 
fiAom  1831  to  1843,  being  the.  speakeA  o £  the.  house. 

^Aom  1830  to  1832,  and  president  ofi  the  senate,  fiAom 
1831  to  1843 His  MotheA  was  Jane  Wallace  AnmstAong 
ofr  BaltimoAe, 

In  eanly  li^e  Colonel  Zanvona  went  to  ChaAlotte 
Hall  Academy,  St,  Many's  County,  Maryland;  thence  to 
a  private  military  academy  at  Ox&oAd,  Talbot  County, 
Many  land;  and  thence  to  the  United  States  MilitaAy 
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Academy  at  Wes 1  Point,  New  VoAk.  tie  Aligned  fAm  the  last  and  was  en- 
gaged  foA  a  consideAable  time  in  mating  GoveAnment  suAveys  undeA  Colo¬ 
nel  Washington  in  California  and  nJesteAn  TeAxitoAics .  LateA  he  w ent  to 
China  and  aided  in  pAotecting  f leets  of  vessels  fAom  the  pixates  of  the 
Chinese  wateAS . 

AAoused  by  the  idea  o',  a  people  seeking  libexty,  tie  ; vent  to  Italy 
and  joined  GaAtbaldi,  wheAe  he  assumed  the  name  of  ZaAvona  which  was 
afteAwaAds  legalized  by  the  \JiAginia  LegislatuAe,  and  undeA  which  he 
was  cotrmissioned  July  Ut  1861  a  Colonel  o f  ViAginia  foAces. 

laxly  xn  1861,  togetheA  with  Captain  G.  U.  AlexandeA  ( foArr\eAly  an 
engineeA  in  the  United  States  Navy),  William  T.  olakiston,  and  otheAA, 
he  Aaxsed  two  infantxy  companieA  in  St,  M aAiy's  and  Catvent  CountieA,  to 
be  dAilled  oa  Zouaves  f oa  the  ConfedcAate  seAvice,  and  camped  them  neaA 
Cone  RiveA  in  N o At humbe Aland  County,  \JiAginia. 

He  planned  and  ejected  the  captuAe  of  the  steamboat  "St,  Nicholas", 
Aunning  between  SaltimoAe  and  Washington,  in  June  1861,  This  was  done 
"undeA  authoAity,  and  by  expAessed  oAdeAA  f Aom  the  executive"  of  ViAginia. 
i Ha  plan  wa a  to  take  the  St,  Nicholas,  and  with  heA  by  stxategy,  to  cap¬ 
tuAe  the  United  StateA  steamboat.  "Pawnee", 

Colonel  ZaAvona  went  to  BaltlvoAe,  obtained  about  a  dozen  men  and, 
diAguiAed  as  a  "Fnench  Lady",  took  poAAage  on  the  St,  Nicholas  foA  Wash¬ 
ington,  The  men  went  aboaAd  as  labo acas  going  to  haxvest  in  loweA  Maxy- 
land.  He  had  ladle- a’  laAge  tnunliA  which  contained  pistols,  sabnes,  and 
otheA  militaAj  equijjment.  At  Point  Lookout,  at  the  mouth  of  the  Potomac 
RiveA,  C.onmodoAe  Hollins,  G,  W,  AlexandeA,  Tom  Blakiston ,  and  otheAS 
came  aboaAd  as  pAeviously  aAAanged,  He  is  said  to  have  acted  the  "FAench 
Lady"  with  much  success,  A fteA  leaving  the  whaxf,  when  in  mid-stAeam, 
he  thAew  off  his  disguise,  appeaxed  in  full  luave  unifoAm,  aAmed  hlA  men, 
and  took  possession  of  the  boat. 

It  was  the  duty  of  the  St.  Nicholas  to  meet  the  Pawnee  to  deliveA 
the  mail ,  and  it  was  thus  Colonel  laAvona  expected  to  boaxd  and  take  pos¬ 
session  of  heA.  out  heA  commndeA  having  been  killed  on  the  tAip  down, 
by  a  shot  fxom  one  o f  the  ConfedeAate  guns  stationed  at  Matthias  Point, 
the  Pawnee  netunned  to  Washington  and  his  plan  was  fAustxated.  Having 
failed  in  this,  ZaAvona  tuAned  oveA  the  command  o f  the  steameA  to  Corrnio- 
doAe  Hollins. 

In  conjunction  they  captuAed  thAee  vessels  ( two  mailing  fAom  Boston), 
one  loaded  a)ith  ice,  one  with  coffee,  and  the  otheA  with  coal.  They  went 
up  the  Rappahannock  and  xieliveAed  the  fouA  pAizes  to  the  ConfedeAate  of- 
ficeA  at  FAedeAicksbuAg. 

Colonel  ZaAvona  lateA  AetuAned  to  M aAiyland  expecting  to  go  to  New 
YoAk  to  pAocuAe  aAms.  His  main  idea  was  to  get  possession  of  some  boat 
with  which  to  go  to  sea  and  effect  captuAes  foA  the  ConfedeAacy, 

Feeling  oveAconfident  that  no  one  on  the  Patuxent  boats  would  betAay 
him,  he  took  passage  openly  at  Mils  tone  Landing  foA  SaltimoAe.  UnfoA- 
tunately  he  was  betAay  ed,  and  being  aAAested,  was  taken  to  Foot  MeJIenAy 
July  8th,  1861.  Thence  he  was  taken  to  Foot  Lafayette  in  New  VoAk  HaxboA 
wheAe  he  was  kept  in  close,  solitaAij  confinement. 

He  was  finally  Aeleased  and  exchanged  thAough  GoveAnoA  LetcheA, 
Aeaching  Richmond  May  6th,  1863,  his  neAvous  system  completely  bAoken 
down  by  his  impAisonment  and  the  tAcatment  he  Aeceived. 

The  captuAe  of  the  St.  NicJiolas  had  Aaised  a  fuAoA  in  the  NoAth  and 
Stanton,  SecAetaAy  of  Wax,  had  Colonel  ZaAvona  put  in  close  confinement 
and  foA  a  long  time  Aefused  to  exchange  him.  TheAe  was  seAious  talk  of 
hanging  him  as  a  spy,  tAaitoA,  piAate,  and  so  foAth,  but  GoveAnoA  LetcheA 
of  Vixginia  took  the  matteA  in  his  own  hands.  Having  some  pAisoneAS  cap¬ 
tuAed  by  the  State  FoAces  undeA  GeneAal  Floyd,  he  took  [cont.  page  217] 
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HEADQUARTERS 

UNITED  STATES  MILITARY  ACADEMY 
WEST  POINT.  NEW  YORK 


MALI -A 


25  September  1961 


Mr.  Armstrong  Thomas 
U.S.  Naval  Observatory 
Washington  25,  D.C. 

Dear  Mr.  Thomas: 

In  reply  to  your  recent  inquiry,  a  careful  search  of  our 
records  revealed  that  Richard  Thomas  was  admitted  to  the  United 
States  Military  Academy  as  a  Cadet  1  July  1850  and  resigned 
21  October  1851.  His  legal  residence  upon  admission  was 
St.  Mary's,  St.  Mary's  County,  Maryland,  and  a  Mr.  J.  H.  Thomas 
of  Baltimore,  Maryland  was  listed  as  his  parent  or  guardian. 

In  regard  to  your  question  as  to  the  personal  appearance, 
and  the  height  and  weight  of  Cadet  Thomas,  I  regret  to  inform 
you  that  the  Military  Academy  for  this  early  period  did  not 
make  this  a  matter  of  record,  A  careful  search  of  our  photo¬ 
graphic  collection  failed  to  reveal  a  likeness  of  Cadet  Thomas. 

According  to  the  1851  Official  Register  of  the  Officers  and 
Cadets  of  the  United  States  Military  Academy ,  Cadet  Thomas  stood 
No.  55  in  a  class  of  71  members  in  his  Fourth  Class  Year.  His 
order  of  merit  in  each  subject  was  as  follows: 

Mathematics  -  Ranked  No.  39  in  a  class  of  71  members. 

French  -  Ranked  No.  59  in  a  class  of  71  members. 

English  Studies  -  Ranked  No.  50  in  a  class  of  71  members. 

Demerits  for  the  year  -  189. 

A  thorough  examination  of  our  records  failed  to  indicate 
any  specific  reasons  why  Cadet  Thomas  resigned  from  the  Military 
Academy. 

If  we  can  be  of  any  further  assistance  to  you,  please  do 
not  hesitate  to  write. 


Sincerely  yours 


Archives  Assistant,  USMA 
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[cont.  from  page  215]  b even  of  tl icbe:  one  Captain ,  one  Lieutenant,  and 
iive  claiming  to  be  private*}  he  placed  them  in  bo  litany  confinement  in 
the  penetentiany  and  informed  Pnebi dent  Lincoln  that,  he  would  keep  them 
thub  until  Colonel  Z aAvona  wab  exchanged ,  Tlut  brought  the  United  Stateb 
to  tenmb  and  Colonel  Zanvona  wab  exchanged  in  May  1863 , 

Vuning  hib  long  impAibonment  the  enthubiabm  caubed  by  hit  dating  act 
in  bixty-one  had  died  out ,  Heavy  blowb  had  made  many  henoeb,  and  Zanvona 
found  hijnbelf,  have  fon  a  feu)  eaAiebt  fAiendb  buch  at  GoveAnoA  LetcheA, 
GeneAal  F Aench  and  otheAt,  alone , 

Too  much  bAoken  in  health  to  biand  bcAvice  in  a  buboAdinate  place, 
with  no  chance  of  a  command  athoAe  oA  a f Hoot,  he  -soon  went  to  FAance  and 
did  not  AetuAn  to  thib  countAy  until  the  woa  wat  oven,  Mobt  of  hit  time 
thence  foAwaAd  wat  bpent  in  FAance , 

Hit  laten  life  wat  full  of  buffeAing ,  He  died  at  the  home  of  hit 
bAothcA,  Janicb  Uitliam  Thcmab,  Match  17th,  1  875,  and  wat  buAied  in  the 
old  Thomat  gnaveyaAd  at  " Veep  Fallt”,  neat  Chaptico  in  St,  Many'b  County , 

The  above  ends  Grandfather's  history  of  Zarvona,  but  he  includes  the 
following:  below  1  give  noticeb  and  quotationb  fnom  "Hat  of  the  Rebel¬ 
lion  Official  RecoAdb,  benieb  1  volume  2,  beAial  Ho,  115"  beating  on  the 
above,  and  would  ebpecially  call  attention  to  letteA  fnom  Govennon  Let¬ 
cheA  to  Pnebident  Lincoln,  and  that  of  OJ,  C,  Hall  to  Govennon  LetcheA, 

See  alto  "Hibtony  of  the  Confedenate  Stateb  Havy"  by  T,  J,  Schatff,  paget 
111-120,  These  "notices  and  quotations"  are  not  included  in  the  copy 
which  I  have,  but  Letcher's  article  which  I  have  reproduced  at  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  this  book  it  included. 

I  have  mentioned  a  Mrs.  Thomas  13.  Gresham  at  the  beginning  of  Grand¬ 
father's  article.  The  Greshams  and  Machens ,  rather  old  when  I  was  a 
young  boy,  attended  Franklin  Street  Presbyterian  Church  and  were  highly 
thought  of  by  my  mother  and  father.  If  descendants  can  be  found,  there 
may  be  letters  of  Zarvona.  Anne  Conklin  writes  "Aunt  Ertily' b  aunt  wat 
in  love  with  latvona  and  vice  venta  fon  yeatt;  bhe  took  flwwent  to  hib 
gnave  on  the  anniventaty  of  hit  death  eveny  yeaA  until  bhe  died".  And 
from  Upton,  Jr.:  "Uith  AegaAd  to  1 anvona  and  MotheA'b  auntb,  I  AemembeA 
hen  telling  me  that  hen  aunt,  Mc6<s  John b ton,  haui  been  one  of  the  many 
Saltwone  debutanteb  who  wat  intnigued  by  Zanvona,  and  bhe  bent  him  cakeb 
when  he  wat  a  pnitonen  at  Ft,  M dienny.  She  i vat  the  unmannied  one  of  the 
pain  who  bnought  up  my  mothen  aften  hen  mothen  and  fathen  died.  The 
othen  wat  Mnb,  Gnebham  and  they  all  lived  at  815  Tank  Avenue,  Saiiimone" , 

THE  RL BULLION  RE CORDS 

✓ 

"THE  WAR  OF  THE  REBELLION,  a  Compilation  of  the  Official  Records  of 
the  Union  and  Confederate  Armies"  may  be  found,  I  understand,  in  a  number 
of  public  libraries.  The  material  given  on  the  following  pages  was  taken 
from  Series  II,  Volumes  II,  IV,  and  V,  National  Archives,  Washington.  I 
have  arranged  the  entries,  generally,  as  to  date;  as  such,  they  tell  a 
dramatic  story  almost  complete  within  itself.  Personal,  as  well  as  offi¬ 
cial,  correspondence  is  included. 

For  purposes  of  reference  and  identification,  the  addressees  and  ad- 
dressors  are  listed  below: 
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Originators  and/or  Recipients  of  the  Letters 


N .  P.  BANKS,  Maj,  Gen.,  USA,  Commanding  Department  of  Annapolis. 

MARTIN  BURKE,  Lt.  Col.,  USA,  Commanding  Fort  Hamilton,  N.Y.  Harbor. 

EDWARD  B.  CUTHBERT,  fellow  prisoner  of  Zarvona  at  Fort  Lafayette. 

JOHN  A.  DIX,  Maj.  Gen.,  USA,  Headquarters  Baltimore,  Fort  Monroe. 

Hon.  G.  W.  DUNLOP,  USA. 

WM.  HOFFMAN,  Col.,  USA,  Agent  for  the  Exchange  of  Prisoners. 

T.  J.  JACKSON,  Lt.  Cen.,  CSA  =  General  "Stonewall"  Jackson. 

"JOHN",  a  cousin  of  Zarvona. 

JOHN  LETCHER,  Governor  of  Virginia. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN,  President  of  the  United  States. 

WM.  11.  LUDLOW,  Lt.  Col.,  CSA,  Commissary  General  of  Prisoners. 

"MADAME"  =  Mrs.  William  Douglas  Nelson,  cousin  of  Zarvona  [not  Reb .  Rec.] 
Hon.  JAMES  A.  PEARCE,  Washington. 

"Prisoners",  USA,  held  in  Penitentiary,  Richmond,  Va. 

"R"  =  Richard,  i.e.  Richard  Thomas  or  Zarvona. 
lion.  Mr.  (GEO.  W.)  RANDOLPH,  CSA,  Secretary  of  War, 

R.  W.  RASIN,  USA,  Fort  Lafayette. 

WM.  il.  SEWARD,  USA,  Secretary  of  State. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON,  USA,  Secretary  of  War. 

W.  11.  STUDLEY,  USA,  Acting  Assistant  Surgeon. 

GEO.  THOMAS,  First  Lieut.,  CSA,  Zarvona's  brother. 

L.  THOMAS,  Brig.  Gen.,  USA,  Adjutant  General  of  the  Army. 

Mrs.  R.  THOMAS  =  Jane  Armstrong  Thomas,  mother  of  Zarvona. 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND,  USA,  Assistant  Adjutant  General. 

Mr.  WALL,  U.S.  Senate  (offered  Resolution). 

Mrs.  C.  A.  WILSON,  wife  of  witness  against  Zarvona. 

CllAS.  0.  WOOD,  First  Lieut.,  USA,  Commanding  Fort  Lafayette,  N.Y.  Harbor. 


The  following  letter,  supposed  to  be  written  to  a  cousin,  was  found 
by  the  Federals  and  was  later  used  in  evidence  against  Zarvona. 

★  *  <r 


VeaA  John , 


M attapony,  A pAil  26,  1861. 


I  had  expected  to  leave  foA  SaltimoAe  tomoAAow  to  join  sme 
active,  foAce,  but  upon  mtj  mentioning  the  subject  to  GeoAge,  he  told  me 
that  he  had  alAeady  deteAnined  to  go  and  that  it.  too*  mtj  ivpeAative  duty 
to  Aonain  hene  at>  mother  d  io  disabled  by  the  accident  which  s he  lately 
met  with.  In  a  wo  Ad  the  matte a  was  so  presented  to  me  that  I  who  of  alt 
my  parity  can  be  spaced  with  the  feast  loss  am  left  heAe  to  sun  myself. 

.  .  .  To  avoid  the  fatigues  of  a  private’s  life  which  I  admit  I  am 
little  pA.epaA.ed  fo a,  I  wAote  foA  infoAmation  as  to  means  necessaAij  to 
pAocuAc  a  commission  on  the  staff  eitheA  as  engineeA  o A  topognaphical 
engineeA  .  .  .  hiotheA  tells  me  that  as  I  m  so  uneasy  and  if  I  must  go 
she  will  wAite  to  he  a  bAotheA  to  come  on  heAe  with  heA.  I  f  that  can  be 
mianaged,  peAhaps  I  can  be  }Mt  somewhe Ae  so  as  to  be  of  use.  I  believe 
you  aAe  willing  to  helgi  me;  is  it  possible  to  get  eitheA  of  these,  — 
Staff ,  engineeA,  oa  topogAaphical  coAps,  aAmed  ship  of  Maayland  oa  any 
SoutheAn  State,  pAivate  aAmed  vessel  beaAing  the  ConfedeAate  flag ?  If 
not,  anything  else?  I  pAobably  would  be  bette a  afloat.  If  MaAyland 
A aises  no  navy,  will  not  someone  be  willing  to  fit  out  a  small,  stAong 
and  swift  pAopelleA  caAAying  two  [oa  even  one )  10  oa  11  inch  guns 
mounted  upon  the  patent  caAAiage--boat,  guns,  ammunition?  As  foA  men 
I  believe  I  can  get  150  in  one  day  .  .  .  Aevolveas  (can  get  them  in 
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the  North),  cutlasses ,  knives,  and  about  two  dozen  canbcnes  .  .  . 

Cai\  anything  be  done?  Mother  -6  end.  A  £oue  -to  Cousin  May  and  Cha se. 

kouA  affectionate 

R 

«** 

Fo-^t  Mcden/ii/#  Md.,  Ju&/  $,  /$6J. 

The  Secretary  of  Wan: 

Four  men  ;oeA.e  arrested  this  evenxng  on  board  the.  M ary  Washington, 
parties  to  the,  seizure  o f  the.  Saint  Nicholas .  The  leaden  is  a  colonel 
in  -the  Virginia  volunteers,  His  commission  dates  July  1,  and  beans 
address  to  Richard  Thomas  lanvona.  Richard  Thomas  is  his  tnue  name. 
They  were  identified  by  officers  and  men  of  the  Saint  Nicholas  who  were 
on  boand  the  Many  Washington.  The  colonel  was  secneted  in  a  buneau. 

He  was  undoubtedly  on  anothen  mission.  He  was  identified  here  as  a 
West  Point  student. 

N.  P,  banks 


* «  * 


Headquarters  department  of  Annapolis 

July  13,  1&61. 

Col.  E.  0.  Townsend ,  Assistant  Adjutant-General, 

S-cr: 

...  It  cs  my  duty  to  re present  to  the  Government  that  Such 
pris oners  as  Marshal  Kajie  and  Colonel  Thomas  are  not  entirely  safe  if 
they  contemplate  the  chances  of  escape.  No  such  suspicions  exist  as  to 
the  first,  but  the  second  us  a  dangerous  ajid  desperate  man  .  .  . 

With  great  resj^ect,  your  obedient  servant, 

N.  P.  banks 

Major-General,  Comnanding  Vept.  of  Annapolis 

*  *  * 

The  next  letter  is  NOT  included  among  the  Rebellion  Records  but  is 
inserted  here  for  purpose  of  continuity.  It  was  in  the  possession  of 
Anita  Thomas  and  it  is  a  letter  written  to  her  grandmother,  Mrs.  William 
Douglas  Nelson.  The  envelope  is  addressed  to  Mrs.  Nelson,  Hague,  West¬ 
morland,  Va.  and  bears  a  five-cent  Confederate  stamp  postmarked  Richmond. 
The  last  sentence  may  be  "Miss  Nannie,  Mr.  Newton  and  family"  instead  of 
the  words  typed,  "domba"  was  the  nickname  of  Ferdinand  II,  King  of 
Naples.  Facsimile  of  the  letter  also  is  given. 

Foot  McHenry  Nov  1  1S61 

My  dear  Madame, 

An  unexpected  opportunity  is  presented  to  send  letters  to 
Va.  I  must  send  you  a  word  in  remembrance  of  your  kindness.  When  I 
shall  have  the  real  pleasure  of  seeing  you  again,  I  can  not  tell.  The 
U.S.  Gouvernment  has  not  yet  decoded  to  exchange  prisoners,  besides  I  am 
considered  a  special  case. 

It  is  ternble  to  see  Maryland  in  her  present  condition  --  She  has 
a  great  creme  to  answer  for  --  All  this  does  make  me  sad,  but  is  power¬ 
less  to  change  my  course  if  l  am  again  free  --  I  work  for  principles  not 
boundaries  --  Baltimore  has  a  large  minority,  perhaps  one  third  of  its 
population,  who  will  do  as  the  people  of  Naples  did,  when  Garibaldi  came 
from  Ca\oua  and  Victory.  When  they  saw  the  red-shirted  battalions,  they 
unfurled  the  Italian  flag  and  shouted  lustily  Viva  Garibaldi  --  Italia 
Unita  --  these  same  people  had  consealed  the  flag  of  the  King,  and  were 
ready  to  unfurl  that  had  young  oomba  come  back  with  his  [cont.  page  222] 
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[cont.  from  page  219]  Quench,  and  they  would  have  shouted  fulc  as  lustu- 
ly  Viva  el  Re  -- 

With  a  Reeling  of  pride,  1  say,  that  many  here  or c  true  to  the-cr 
honor.  Would  that  the  men  of  Maryland  were  worthy  of  thexr  .comen  -- 
Women  aie  often  afraid  of  mace,  whereas  ■u-'i  true  moral  courage  they  ex¬ 
cept  men  eve.n  as  then  do  an  moral  purity. 

Tucre  is  a  sermon  published  an  Saltinore  which  as  much  approved  of 
--  Z  will  try  to  send  you  a  copy . 

Please  remember  me  handly  to  Mfy*  dannae  M.  dewten  and  tamely  and 
my  other  friends. 

Vo uAS  most  truly 
Richard  Thoms  Zarvona 


[On  2  December  1861  at  2:30  p.m.  Zarvona  was  transferred  by  steamer  from 
Fort  Mchenry,  Baltimore  to  Fort  Lafayette,  New  fork  harbor.] 


*  *  * 


FoAt  Lafayette,  Vec,  11,  1861. 

don.  Secretary  of  State,  U.S.A. 

Sir : 

1  have  been  held  as  a  poisoner  o f  state  as  l  have  been  uno fa¬ 
cially  an  formed  for  five  months  and  a  half.  Py  health  which  f OA  several 
years  has  been  delicate  no<e  causes  me  gneat  suffering.  I  Acquest  you  to 
Aelease  me  upon  parole.  I  wilt  of  fen  you  guarantees  which  Z  believe  you 
wilt  consider  Sti  fficlent  that  any  obligation  which  Z  c ntcA  upon  .call  be 
faith  fully  kept. 

Respect  tally,  the  Colonel, 

7aAvcma 


*** 

Vo.  9  M onAoe  Street,  N.V.,  Jan.  3,  1861. 
don.  dm.  d.  Seward,  SecAetary  of  State. 

Sar: 

Please  excuse  me,  but  necessity  compels  me  to  call  to  youA 
attention  once  moAe  to  the  case  of  Charles  Wilson,  my  husband,  now  in 
puis  cm  to  aioaat  the  tAaal  o f  Thomas  the  Aeuel.  He  as  witness  agaanst 
ham,  and  has  been  an  pus  on  at  Jattcmore  sauce  July  last.  .  .  . 

Wilson  was  a  hand  on  board  of  the  schooner  Margaret,  o f  boston,  when 
taken  by  Thomas.  .  .  .  For  Sod’s  sake  let  my  husband  com e  home. 

Mas.  C.  A.  Wilson 


*** 

Fort  Lafayette,  January  9,  1861. 
don.  Secretary  o'  State  o f  the  United  States. 

Sir: 

I  addressed  to  you  a  letter  on  the  lid  c{ay  o'  Vecemier  1861. 
A  response  is  requested. 

Respectfully,  the  Colonel, 

larvona 


*«* 

Fort  Lafayette,  February  3,  1861. 

Hon.  Janes  A.  Pearce,  Washington,  V.C. 

Dear  Sir: 

.  .  .  Colonel  Zarvona  has  been  a  prisoner  since  July  last 
and  has  been  subject,  to  ill  less  during  the  whole  of  that  tine.  .  .  . 

[ile  proposes  to  exchange  Zarvona  for  Col.  Corcoran  of  the  Federal  Army.] 

R.W.  Rasin 
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Headquarters,  Baltimore,  Feb.  20,  1862. 
Hon.  Wm.  H.  Seward,  Secretary  of  State,. 

Sin 

I  have.  the.  honor  .  ,  .  Two  days  ago  the.  Secretary  of  War  sub¬ 
mitted  to  me  the  inquiAiy  whether  Thomas  should  be  trans  f erred  to  the 
list  o f  pAisoneAs  of  war.  I  have  Aeplied  that  he  ought  not.  .  .  . 

John  A.  Vix 

Major-General 


*»* 

Fort  Hamilton,  New  York  HaAboA, 
March  5,  1862. 

Brig. -Gen.  L.  Thomas 

Adj.  Gen.  of  the  A Amy,  Washington,  V.C. 

SiA : 

Inclosed  you  will  Aeeeive  papeAs  in  a eference  to  youAS  o f  the  28th 
ultimo  about  Colonel  laAvona  alias  the  FAench  lady.  His  peculiarity  in 
writing  has  been  noticed  here  f oa  some  time  .  .  . 

Very  respectfully,  ijoua  obediant  servant, 

Martin  Burke 
Lt.-Col .,  Commanding 


Inclosure  (1) . 


Dear  Sir: 


From  L.  Thomas,  Adjutant-General,  to  Lieut.  Col.  Martin 
Burke,  Fort  Lafayette: 

Feb.  27,  186 2. 


I  have  been  informed  that  Thomas,  the  French  lady,  imprisoned 
at  Fort  Lafayette,  has  a  cipher  by  which  his  correspondence  with  a  Mrs. 
Norris  and  others  in  Baltimore  passes  without  suspicion.  For  instance 
his  quotation  of  a  line  of  poetry  will  in  some  way  convey  a  request  for 
acids,  files,  or  anything  he  may  desire  and  which  will  be  conveyed  to 
him  under  the  case  of  a  breast-pin  or  something  apparently  harmless.  He 
is  a  desperate  man  and  very  restless  under  his  confinement,  and  designs 
escaping  if  he  can.  My  informant  was  lately  released  from  Fort  Lafay¬ 
ette,  where  he  seems  to  have  been  confined  under  a  misapprehension  and 
where  he  says  he  became  acquainted  with  the  above  fact. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  V.  Townsend 
Assistant  Ad j. -Gen. 


Inclosure  (2) : 

Fort  Lafayette,  February  25,  1862. 

Box  received.  Box  inclosed  for  Mr.  H.  delivered.  Your  letters  not 
received.  Have  you  signed  in  language?  My  love  and  thanks  to  you  and 
Mrs.  G.  Won't  you  write  soon? 

Affectionately, 

R 

Inclosure  (3): 

Fort  Lafayette,.  February  26,  1862. 
See  to-day's  Herald,  column  6,  pages  1  and  2.  Please  inform  me  if 
any  books  or  letters  from  France  for  me  addressed  to  care  of  J.  have  ar¬ 
rived.  Please  thank  little  Mary  and  give  her  my  love,  and  my  love  to 
you  also. 

Affectionately, 

R 
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Inclosure  (4): 


Fo> At  Laiayette,  FebAuaAy  28,  1862. 
Haiti  unpAopitious  ioA  neaAly  thAee  weeks. 

R 

*** 


BaltimoAe,  ApAil  3,  1862. 

Colonel  BuAke. 

Saji: 

I  have.  WAitten  to  Colonel  Wood,  also  Lieutenant  Wood,  to  know  how 
my  6  on,  Colonel  ZaAvona ,  is  situated.  My  letter  have  not  been  noticed 
by  eitheA  Col ,  on,  Lt ,  Wood.  Excuse  a  motheA's  anxiety  in  Aequesting  you 
to  inioAm  me  oi  the  situation  oi  my  6 on;  also  the  state  oi  his  health. 
Knowing  the  active  mind  that  my  ton  has,  1  ieaA  much  the  eHec t  oi  sol- 
itasiy  coniinement  on  hit  mind .  ViAect  Mm.  R.  Thmas ,  caAe  oi  St.  George 
W.  Teackle ,  coAneA  oi  CouAtland  and  Lexington  stAeeti,  Baltimore,  Aid. 

Vouas,  Aespect iully, 

Mm.  R.  Thomas 

P.S.  Please  let  me  knou)  ii  he  received  my  seveAal  lettem  dated  MaAch 
he. ,  a  suit  oi  clothe 4,  6c.,  sent  by  Adams  ExpAess  MaAch  22,  1  862. 


*** 


Font  Hamilton ,  New  \/oAk  HaAboA, 
A pail  22,  1862. 

Bnig.  Gen.  L.  Thomas , 

Ad j. -Gen.  oi  the  Anmy,  Washington,  V.C. 

Si  A: 


Inclosed  you  will  Aeceive  the  AepoAt  oi  an  attempt  to  escape  by  a 
well-known  state  pAisoneA  inom  FoAt  Laiayette.  Not  the  slightest  blame 
in  my  opinion  can  be  imputed  to  my  oiiiceA  in  command  oi  that  post.  Un- 
ioAtunately  oa  ioAtunately  one  oi  the  new  soldiers  instead  one  oi  the 
old  gaAAison  was  sent  with  him  to  the  wateA  closet  by  the  seAgeant  oi 
the  guoAd.  Had  it  been  one  oi  the  latteA,  he  would  have  been  shot  at 
once.  It  was  a  stoAmy  night,  tide  ebb,  and  the  wind  blowing  out  oi  the 
haAboA ;  a  izw  minutes  moAe  and  he  must  have  been  dnewned,  and  it  was  not 
by  any  means  a  night  suitable  ioA  lowening  a  boat. 

\JeAy  Aespectiully,  youA  obedient  seAvant, 

MaAtin  BuAke 

Lieut.  Col.  ThiAd  A AtilleAy. 


Inclosed  with  above: 


Foot  Laiayette,  New  VoAk  HaAboA, 

A pAil  22,  1862. 

Lieut. -Col.  M.  BuAke,  ThiAd  AntilleAij,  U.S.  Amy, 

FoAt  Ha/nilton,  New  VoAk  HaAboA . 

Colonel : 

I  have  the  honoA  to  make  the  iollowing  AepoAt:  At  hali  past  9 
o'clock  last  night  R ichaAd  Thomas  ZaAvona,  the  FAench  lady,  a  pAisoneA 
in  close  coniinement  at  this  post,  inionmed  the  seAgeant  oi  the  guaAd 
that  he  wanted  to  go  to  the  wateA  closet.  The  seAgeant  sent  him  out  at¬ 
tended  by  a  membeA  oi  the  guaAd;  when  he  had  Aeached  the  wateA  closet 
[which  is  situated  at  the  sea  wall)  instead  oi  enteAing  it  he  jumped 
oveAboaAd  and  attempted  to  escape  by  swimning  to  the  Long  Island  shoAe. 
The  guaAd  immediately  gave  the  alam,  when  the  baAge  belonging  to  the 
post  was  manned  and  he  was  AecaptuAed  beioAe  he  had  succeeded  in  getting 
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bat  a  short  distance.  To  prevent  a  recurrence  of  this  I  have,  had  a  po¬ 
lice  tab  placed  tn  his  sworn, 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Chat,  0.  Mood 

First  Lieut.,  Hinth  Infantry,  Commanding  Post. 

*** 

Richmond,  Janz  16,  IS 62, 

Hon,  M r.  Randolph,  Secretary  of  Uar: 

In  accordance  with  your  suggestion  and  for  thz  purpose  of  drawing 
your  attzntion  more  directly  to  thz  matter,  I  takz  thz  liberty  o f  ad¬ 
dressing  ijoa  a  written  c ommnication  in  behal f  of  Colonzl  Z arvona  [more 
commonly  known  as  thz  French  Lady)  and  in  reference  to  your  taking  6omz 
action  in  his  case,  U/e  have  bzzn  fellow-sufferers  and  prisoners  in 
font  Lafayette  dating  thz  whole  of  thz  past  winter,  hz  having  bzzn  re¬ 
moved  {torn  Fort  McHenry  early  in  Vecetnber  last.  His  imprisonment  [ which 
has  now  r cached  almost  a  yza a  in  dotation) ,  {torn  his  own  accoant  and 
that  of  othzts  and  f ot  thz  last  thtzz  months  from  my  own  pztsonal  know¬ 
ledge,  has  bzzn  conducted  with  a  most  singalat  and  uncalled-for  ctazlty, 
Thz  fact  is  it  has  bzzn  my  opinion  and  is  now  that  sach  ttzatmznt  coaid 
not  be  continued  without  zithzt  costing  him  his  teas  on  ot  his  life.  In 
tzgatd  to  thz  cause  and  citcumstanczs  of  his  captutz  I  beg  leave  to  re¬ 
fer  you  to  Govztnot  Lztchzt,  o f  this  State,  whom  I  believe  to  be  awatz 
o*  the  causes  which  led  to  his  attest, 

Thz  United  States  Govztnmznt  hold  him  chatgzd  with  pitacy  and  trea- 
son  for  thz  szisutz  of  thz  stzamzt  St.  Nicholas,  yet  at  thz  time  o f  his 
captutz  hz  held  a  commission  as  colonzl  in  thz  Confederate  sztvicz.  I 
would  suggest  that  an  officer  holding  thz  same  tank  in  thz  U.S.  A nmy  be 
selected  f tom  amongst  oat  ptisonzts  and  be  held  for  him  individually 
and  information  sent  to  thz  U.S.  Govztnmznt  that  this  patticulat  officer 
will  nzvzt  be  given  up  unless  Colonzl  2 atvona  be  exchanged  according  to 
his  tank.  Hz  is  a  member  of  one  of  thz  oldest,  most  respectable  and  at 
one  time  most  influential  families  in  Maryland,  as  I've  bzzn  informed. 

His  relatives  are  people  I  understand  of  considerable  property  and  have 
contributed  as  liberally  as  has  been  in  their  power  to  thz  cause  of 
Southern  independence,  while  his  only  two  brothers  are  at  present  in  out 
army.  It  is  thought  that  out  Government  has  acted  with  the  most  uimerit- 
ed  indifference  toward  him. 

1  do  not  propose  that  the  person  who  may  be  selected  as  a  hostage 
for  him  should  be  treated  in  a  personally  retaliatory  manner,  for  I 
think  that  such  a  course  would  not  only  be  unproductive  of  any  desired 
results  but  would  be  derogatory  to  the  honor  of  a  Christian  nation  in  a 
civilized  and  enlightened  age.  Three  months  ago  he  was  removed  from  the 
casemate  which  he  occupied  with  myself  and  several  others  to  the  guard- 
room  and  placed  in  solitary  confinement  in  one  of  the  cells.  There  he 
was  denied  all  reading  matter  or  writing  materials  of  any  description 
whatsoever.  He  was  allowed  no  communication  whatever  with  anyone  inside 
the  fort,  his  jailers  excepted,  and  this  has  been  continued  up  to  the 
time  that  I  left  Fort  Lafayette .  Some  time  before  I  was  released  he  was 
taken  from  the  guard-room  cell  and  placed  in  a  casemate  by  hinself,  but 
after  making  an  attempt  to  escape  one  tempestuous  night  by  springing 
from  the  wall  into  the  raging  tide,  although  not  knowing  how  to  swim,  he 
was  not  allowed  to  leave  the  room  under  any  circumstances,  and  a  sergeant 
[selected  I  verily  believe  on  account  of  his  known  harsh  demeanor)  was 
confined  in  the  room  with  him  night  and  day  arned  with  a  loaded  musket. 
This  sergeant  was  allowed  to  leave  the  room  during  meal  tines  only,  and 
at  such  intervals  three  privates  replaced  fun i.  These  last  details  I  ob- 
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talned  farm  the  testimony  ofa  my  faellow- prisoners,  who  became  acaualnted 
with  the  faacts  farm  their  own  observation  and  hearsay  farom  soldiers  In 
the  garrison, 

I  have  faelt  myselfa  called  upon  by  Christian  Reeling s  and  humanity 
to  make  the  above  statement  and  hope  you  will  excuse  my  trespassing  so 
long  upon  your  valuable  tune.  In  regard  to  my  own  cate  .  .  . 

Vours,  res pect faulty, : 

Edward  6,  Cuthbert. 


*** 


Fort  Hamilton,  New  Vork  Harbor, 
July  8,  186 2. 

Brig,  Gen,  L,  Thomas, 

Ad j.- Gen.  ofa  the  A rmy,  Washington  City,  V,C, 

Sir: 


In  obedience  to  Instructions  farom  the  War  Vept,  dated  June  27  1862, 
Washington  City,  signed  E,  V.  Townsend,  assistant  ad  j,- gen,  directing 
all  passes  faor  the  French  lady  to  be  sent  to  Washington  City  faor  verl- 
falcatlon,  I  herewith  Inclose  one  faor  the  War  Vept,  allowing  Mas,  Richard 
Thmas  and  Mas,  HenAy  W,  Thomas  to  visit  Zarvona,  a  pAlsoneA  at  FoAt 
Lafaayette,  Please  telegAaph  an  answeA, 

Very  Aespect faulty,  youA  obedient  seAvant, 

Martin  BuAke 

Lieut, -Col,  Third  ArtllleAy 


*** 

F oAt  Hamilton,  New  VoAk  HarboA, 

July  14,  1862. 

Brig.  Gen.  L.  Thomas, 

Ad  j. -Gen.  U.S.  A Amy,  Washington,  V.C. 

SIa: 

1  have  Aecelved  an  application  faAom  kins .  Thomas  ( mother  ofa  the  pAl¬ 
soneA  at  FoAt  Lafaayette  called  the  FAench  lady}  asking  that  she  may 
send  books  and  papeAs  to  him.  I  shall  await  youA  decision  In  regard  to 
the  application  befaoAe  giving  heA  an  answer. 

I  am,  sir,  veAy  Aespectfaully,  youA  obedient  servant, 

Martin  Burke 

Lieut. -Col.  Third  Artillery 

[Indorsement] 

War  Vept.,  October  4,  1862, 

Permission  refaused. 

By  order  ofa  the  Sect,  ofa  War 

P.  H.  Watson 
Assistant  Secty.  ofa  War 


*»* 


Fort  Monroe,  Sept.  29,  1862. 


General  Thomas: 

...  In  regard  to  Zarvona  please  say  to  the  Secty.  ofa  War  that  he 
Is  a  crack-brained  faellow  who  can  do  no  mlschlefa  beyond  his  Individual 
capacity,  mental  and  physical,  which  Is  constitutionally  small.  I  only 
make  the  suggestion  In  case  there  are  no  public  considerations  Involved 
In  the  question  ofa  his  release. 

John  A.  Vlx 
Major-General 

*«» 
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Camp  M any land 

NeaA  Winches tzA.,  I >a.,  Nov.  18,  1  862. 

Lieut.  Gen.  T,  J.  Jackson, 

Commanding  Second  CoAps,  A/imy  o{  W oAtheAn  ViAginia 

SiK: 

I  have  the  honoA  to  Aequest  {oa  mtj  bAotheA,  SeAgt.  J .  William]  Thomas, 
Company  A,  Fin. 6t  MaAijtand  Battalion,  such  assignment  to  special  duty  on 
leave  o{  absence  as  mill  enable  him  to  visit  Richmond  {oa  the  purpose  o{ 
seeing  Ma.  Vavis  [Jefferson  Davis,  President  of  the  Confederacy]  Aelative 
to  the  case  o{  oua  bAotheA,  Colonel  laAvona,  nom  {oa  moAe  than  16  months 
an  inmate  o{  a  NoAtheAn  poison  and  subject  to  moAe  maltAeatment  and  cAuel 
hardship  than  one  could  deem  possible  .  .  . 

...  I  have  seen  Mo.  Vavis  seveoal  times  upon  the  subject,  but  have 
neveA  been  able  to  get  anything  moAe  satis {actoAy  than  a  {oAmal  demand 
...  I  have  mithin  the  past  {ejm  days  received  letters  {Aom  home  in  paAt 
an  account  o{  a  visit  my  motheA  mas  permitted  to  pay  hen  son.  ...  I 
beg  to  inclose  you  an  extAact  {Aom  the  same. 

1  hope  1  do  not  ask  too  much  {,00  I  speak  to  you  not  only  as  my  com¬ 
manding  o{{iceA  but  as  to  one  o{  influence  mho  can  do  much  tomaod  Aeliev- 
ing  the  unmeoited  su{{eAings  o{  a  noble-heanted  man  mho  oisked  veAy  much 
{on  the  cause  in  mhich  me  one  nom  enlisted,  and  mho  is  nom  and  has  been 
{on  a  long  time  tAeated  as  a  common  {elon  {on  doing  mhat  his  country  ap¬ 
plauded. 

I  have  the  honoo  to  be,  mith  gneat  nespect,  sin,  youo  obedient  seo- 

van^f  Geo.  Thomas 

Finst  Lieut,  and  Acting  Adjutant  Finst  Maryland  Battalion. 

[Inclosure] 

Voua  motheA  obtained  last  meek  a  peomit  to  visit  Cousin  Vick.  They 
mould  allom  no  one  else  to  see  him.  .  .  .  When  she  got  to  Foot  La{ay- 
ette  she  mas  taken  to  Wood's  ( the  commandeA)  o{{ice.  .  .  .  When  he 
can ie  in  she  did  not  Aecognize  him  at  {inst  he  mas  so  dianged.  He  looked 
so  tall  and  mas  veoy  thin  and  emaciated  and  had  handly  stnength  to  speak. 
His  hand  mhich  you  knom  mas  shoot  and  plump  is  nom  long  and  bony.  He 
held  heo  hand  all  the  time.  She  asked  him  horn  he  mas.  He  said  he  mas  as 
melt  as  could,  be  expected  shut  up  mithout  light  oo  aiA,  his  cell  paotly 
undeo  mateo,  mith  a  place  about  the  size  o{  a  doltao  to  admit  the  light; 
on  cloudy  days  he  could  not  see  to  malk  about  his  ooom  .  .  .  Aunt  Jane 
has  been  sending  him  money  all  the  time  and  he  mould  neveo  have  knomn  it 
i{  she  had  not  seen  him.  At  the  end  o{  hal{  an  houo  she  mas  told  that 
the  time  mas  out ;  .  .  .  Aunt  Jane  says  i{  he  is  kept  theoe  tmo  months 

longeo  he  cannot  stand  it;  it  must  kill  him.  ...  It  is  youo  motheA' s 
Aequest  that  I  mAite  you.  $he  is  too  sick  to  moite  heosel{.  She  has 
been  sick  eveo  since  heA  Aetunn  .  .  . 

*** 

Executive  Vepaotment, 

Richmond  l la.,  Jan.  2,  1  863. 

His  Excellency  AbAaham  Lincoln , 

PAesident  o{  the  United  States. 

SiA: 

On  the  nth  o{  ApAil,  1861,  the  convention  o{  the  Commonmealth  o{ 
ViAginia  .  .  .  passed  "An  oAdinance  to  Aepeal  the  Aati{ication  o{  the 
Constitution  o{  the  United  States  ...  " 

Against  this  Con{edeAacy  the  GoveAnment  o{  the  United  States  declaAed 
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•  •  • 

In  the  psio6ce.cwU.on  of  this  puApose  Col .  f lichand  Thomas  Zanvona ,  an 
o^-cceA.  u;^t/i  othens  undeA  his  command  with  the  authonity  and  by  expness 
0A.de.ns  fnom  the  executive  o f  the i  State,  planned  and  executed  an  expe¬ 
dition  by  which  the  6 teamen  Saint  Nicholas  and  othen  vessels  belonging 
to  the  rv,asu.ne  of  the  United  State*  i oene  captusied  and  .  .  .  ulth  ondens 
of  a  wanlike  chanacten,  he  was  annested  .  .  .  Many  Washington  .  .  . 

Fosit  McHenny;  f stem  thence  he  Mas  nemoved  and  l*  now  confined  at  Font  La¬ 
fayette  as  a  felon  In  a  dungeon,  and  subjected  to  the  gsieatest  Inhumanity . 
.  .  .  sUght fully  a  pnisonen  of  wan  Is  not  denied  .  .  .  not  In  any 
sense  to  be  sicgasided  as  a  felon,  holding  as  he  did  the  militany  cormlsslon 
•  .  .  and  in  execution  of  his  milltaAy  and  naval  osidesu .  If  he  mos  ne- 
gasided  In  any  othesi  light  in  the  language  of  the  Constitution  of 

the  United  States  entitled  " to  a  speedy  and  a  public  tsUal  ..." 
Motwlths landing  this  expsiess  clause  he  has  now  been  confined  fosi  eight¬ 
een  months  .  .  .  Undesi  the  casitel  fosi  the  exchange  of  psilsonesis,  .  .  . 
all  psilsonesis  of  wan  wene  to  be  exchanged  upon  cesitaln  agsieed  tesims.  Why 
Colonel  Zanvona  has  not  been  exchanged  undesi  this  agsieement  It  Is  foA  the 
Govesmment  of  the  United  States  to  explain .  Why  he  has  been  subjected  to 
indignities  that  no  otheA  pnisonens  have  been  compelled  to  undeAgo  Is 
not  foA  me  to  cousiden.  It  Is  sufficient  foA  the  executive  of  this  State 
to  be  apprised  of  the  fact  to  Induce  him  foA  the  sake  of  humanity  and  foA 
the  usages  of  civilized  nations  to  ash  that  such  seveAlty  should  not  be 
pnactised  upon  an  offlceA  in  the  seAvlce  of  this  State  and  his  obedience 
to  oAdeAS  emanating  fAom  heA  authoAlty . 

It  Is  pAopeA  unden  all  the  clAcumstances  of  this  case  that  I  should 
info  An  you  distinctly  of  the  couAse  I  have  taken  and  the  policy  I  intend 
to  puASue. 

.  .  .  FAom  these  pAisoneAS  I  have  taken  £100  of  the ,  of  fleets  [a 
Capt.  and  Lieut,  and]  the  following  [four]  pnlvates  ...  to  be  also 
kept  in  the  penltentlany  in  solitany  confinement,  all  of  them  theAe  to 
Aemain  until  Colonel  laAvona  Is  pAopeAly  exchanged  undeA  suitable  agnee- 
ment  oa  dis changed  and  peAmitied  to  netunn  to  this  city . 

•  •  ♦ 

Respectfully, 

John  Letchen 
Govennon  of  Vinginia 

[A  large  portion  of  the  Governor's  letter  has  been  deleted  because  of  its 
great  length.  However,  nothing  has  been  left  out  which  was  significant 
or  which  has  not  been  fully  treated  previously,] 


*  *  * 


Resolution  introduced  by  Mr.  WALL  and  unanimously  adopted: 

RESOLUTION  ADOPTED  BY  THE  U.S.  SENATE  JANUARY  28,  1863. 

Resolved,  that  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  and  the  Militia  be 
instructed  to  inquire  for  the  purpose  of  extending  such  relief  as  the 
circumstances  may  require  into  the  case  of  Mr.  Thomas  [Zarvona] ,  of  Mary¬ 
land,  now  a  prisoner  of  war  at  Fort  Lafayette,  who  it  is  represented  has 
been  confined  in  a  dungeon  of  that  fortress  since  June  last  and  is  now 
hopelessly  insane  by  reason  of  his  sufferings. 

[As  an  outcome  of  the  above  Resolution,  correspondence  was  introduced 
including  General  Dix's  opinion  that  Zarvona  should  be  treated  as  a  "pi¬ 
rate  and  a  spy",  the  testimony  that  Zarvona  was  captured  when  in  woman's 
clothing,  the  fact  that  he  was  given  close  confinement  because  of  his  at¬ 
tempt  to  escape,  and  that  reading  matter  was  denied  him  because  he  "has 
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taken  advantage  of  these  privileges  to  communicate  with  parties  outside". 
The  medical  report  follows.] 


Font  Lafayette.,  Febnuany  2,  1863, 

Col ,  M.  Bunke* 

In  obedience  to  youn  ondens  I  have  this  day  examined  Col ,  Rlchand 
Thomas  lanvona,  C,S ,  Amy,  and  find  -that  his  health  Is  generally  good: 
according  to  hi*  otm  adtnlsslon  that  It  l*  better  than  when  he  entered 
the  font. 

In  Ae^esience  to  his  mental  condition  I  f Ind  him  social  and  national, 
bat  somewhat  eccentnic  In  tome  o f  hl6  Ideas,  and  yet  no  mone  so  than  In 
thousands  who  may  be  said  to  be  bom  with  a  centaln  turn  of  chanacten , 
Thenefone  In  my  opinion  I  should  deem  his  pecullanitles  penfectly 
consistent  with  sanity  of  mind . 

Respectfully,  youns, 

W,  H,  Studley,  M.P. 

Acting  Assistant  Sungeon,  U,S,  Ann\y 


*** 

Penltentlany  of  Vlnglnla,  Richmond,  Feb ,  5,  1863 

Hon ,  G,  W,  Vunlap , 

Sin: 

Voun  petltlonens  one  pnlsoneAS  of  wan  confined  In  the  penltentl¬ 
any  of  this  city ,  We  one  held  as  hostages  fon  one  Colonel  Thomas 
,  We  have  been  pnlsonens  fon  mone  than  thnee  months,  one  and  a  half  of 
which  has  been  In  this  loathsome  place  whene  we  have  suf fanned  extnemely 
,  .  .  nooms  small  ,  .  .  diet  same  as  the  convicts  ,  .  .  Thene 

one  seven  of  us  held  fon  the  nelease  of  one  man.  We  should  think  cun 
Govennment  ought  to  make  the  exchange  without  hesitation ,  .  .  .  foun 

offlcens  among  us  and  veny  gallant  ones,  too,  , 

We  have  wnltten  sevenal  lettens  to  Secnetany  Stanton  , 
necelved  no  neply  ,  .  .  Govennon  Letchen  has  long  since  notified 

oun  Govennment  of  his  neadlness  to  exchange  us, 

Veny  nespect fully,  youn  obedient  senvants, 

[all  sign] 


*«* 


Washington,  Manch  6,  1863, 


Lieut, -Col*  W.  H,  Ludlow, 

,  ,  ,  1  have  consulted  the  Secty,  of  Wan  In  nelatlon  to  lanvona 

and  he  declines  to  authonize  his  exchange  , 

U,  Hoffman 

Agent  fon  Exchange  of  Pnlsonens 


**  * 


Col,  William  Hoffman , 

,  ,  ,  The  Secty, 

Please  send  him  with  the 


Font  Monnoe,  t 'a,,  Apnll  1  1,  1863, 

of  Wan  has  authonlzed  me  to  exchange  lanvona, 
othen  offlcens 

Wm,  H,  Ludlow 

Comnissany-Genenal  of  Pnlsonens 
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FoAt  Monroe,  ApAil  25,  1863 , 

Col ,  u/.  Holman,  CornnissaAy-GeneAjat  of  PAi&oneAS : 

Have  those  pAi4>one.A6,  including  ZaAvona,  been  bent  fAom  FoAt  Lafay¬ 
ette  to  FoAt  VetaujaAe?  If  not  mill  you  please  give  the  necessaAy  oAdeAs 
and  I  iMitt  delaij  bending  up  the  steameA  to  FoAt  VclaivaAe  until  theiA  oa- 
Aival  tkeAe.  Please  Aeptu, 

W,  H.  Ludlovo 

Agent  foA  Exchange  of  PAisoneAS 

*** 

Washington,  ApAit  25,  1863 , 

Lieut ,  Col ,  W,  H,  Ludlou): 

PAisoneAS,  including  ZaAvona,  left  FoAt  Lafayette  A pAil  16,  .A AAival 
at  F oAt  VetaioaAe  not  AepoAted,  I  inquiAed  yesteAday  and  directed  a  Ae- 
poAt  made  to  you, 

W,  Haffman 

CormissaAij-GeneAal  of  PAisoneAS 


*** 


Zarvona  reached  Richmond  6  May  1863  and  was  greeted  by  Grandfather 
on  his  arrival  as  stated  in  the  Diary,  page  47,  and  on  page  215, "his 
nervous  system  completely  broken  down". 

lv'e  have  seen  a  number  of  references  to  Zarvona' s  health,  and  there 
is  a  certain  mystery  here.  From  some  of  the  accounts  he  was  fragile  and 
unwell  even  before  his  capture,  and  yet  others  refer  to  his  great  energy 
and  vitality  at  that  time.  There  are  few  men  who  could  have  withstood 
without  impairment  the  brutal  confinement  that  Zarvona  experienced  in 
his  22  months  of  prison.  The  mental  and  physical  strain  was  especially 
harsh  for  a  man  of  Zarvona' s  temperament.  It  would  seem  evident  that  Dr. 
Studley's  report  (page  230)  on  Zarvona's  health  was  a  complete  fraud! 
Evidence  to  the  contrary  is  overwhelming,  not  only  from  those  sympathetic 
to  Zarvona,  but  also  from  the  Yankee  General  Dix  (page  227)  himself. 

The  right  of  the  Federals  to  hold  Zarvona  and  to  consider  him  a 
special  case,  rather  than  to  exchange  him  as  a  prisoner  of  war,  is  anoth¬ 
er  matter.  But  there  was  no  justification  in  withholding  trial  and  sub¬ 
jecting  a  brave  man,  fighting  for  what  he  believed  right,  to  such  inhuman 
and  cruel  treatment.  Although  in  many  respects  an  able  statesman,  Secre¬ 
tary  Stanton  was  also  known  for  his  cruelty  and  as  having  that  trait  of 
personal  cowardice  that  marks  the  bully.  In  his  handling  of  Zarvona's 
case,  the  latter  description,  fits  him  well. 

*  *  * 

NEWSPAPER  ACCOUNTS  on  Zarvona,  which  appeared  in  1861,  50  years  lat¬ 
er,  and  100  years  later,  are  reproduced  on  the  following  pages.  Usually 
their  source  is  not  known,  especially  in  the  case  of  the  older  clippings, 
which  were  found  loose  in  my  father's  family  scrapbook.  If  Jane  Armstrong 
collected  them,  they  probably  came  from  Baltimore  or  St.  Mary's  papers;  if 
Grandfather  collected  them,  they  could  have  come  from  Richmond  papers. 
Because  of  the  original  small  type  and  deterioration  because  of  age,  most 
of  them  appear  enlarged.  It  is  hoped  that  you  will  agree  *hat  Zarvona's 
Leftenant  Watts  was  a  natural-bom  story  teller. 
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Seizure  at  the  Sir  amer  St.  Nicholas  bjrthe 
Secessionists— Piracy  on  the  Chesapeake. 

Washington,  July  l.— Charles  Worthing¬ 
ton,  agent  of  the  steamer  St.  Nicholas,  to-day 
addressed  to  4he  Secretary  of  the  Navy  the 
following  statement: 

The  steamer  St.  Nicholas  left  Baltimore  <m 
Friday  last,  at  4  o’clock  P.  M.,  laden  with 
freight  for  consumption  of  the  citizens  of  St. 
Mary’s  and  Charles  counties,  Maryland,  and 
with  other  cargo  for  Washington,  Alexandria 
aud  Georgetown.  She  also  had  om  board  a 
number  of  passenger?,  who  were  to  bo  landed 
at  her  regular  landings  on  the  Maryland  shore 
££  the  Potomac  river. 

It  is  reported  by  the  officers  o t  the  steamer 
Diamond  State,  which  arrived  here  on  Satur¬ 
day,  1  hat  they  saw  her  about  one  o’clock  that 
morning  leaving  Point  Lookout  and  heading 
under  great  speed  for  the  Virginia  shore.  She 
was  presumed  to  be  d  siinecl  lor  Kinsale.— 
There  is  no  doubt  but  that  she  was  takeu  for¬ 
cible  possession  of  by  parties  who  c  une  pas¬ 
senger  sdn  her  from  Baltimore  or  by  a  force 
from  Virginia,  though  it  is  not  kno  wn  that 
she  had  on  board  any  suspicious  persons  when 
she  loft  Baltimore.  Such,  however,  may  have 
been  the  else  unknown  to  her  offl  jers. 

Nothing  has  been  heard  of  her  since.  I  will 
add  that  after  an  interview  with  you  and  yoQP 
chief  clerk  a  week  since,  I  took  passage  on  her 
on  Tuesday  last  for  Baltimore  for  the  purpose 
of  concerting  with  Oa-pt.  Ward  as  to  the  most 
effectual  mode  of  preventing  the  landing  on 
the  Maryland  shore  of  any  articles  intended 
for  transportation  across  the  river  into  Vir¬ 
ginia,  and  at  the  same  tim^  avoiding  any  un¬ 
necessary  detention  to  her.  The  arrangement 
we  made  was  mutually  satisfactory,  and  he 
promised  to  meet  her  eyery  Saturday  mim¬ 
ing  at  the  mouth  of  the  river,  and  give  her  a 
pass  to  proceed  on  her  trip;  but  alas,  he  is  n ) 
more— and  doubtless  some  evil  disposed  per¬ 
sons  took  advantage  of  the  absence  of  agov- 
ernureat  officer,  and  made  the  seizure.  As  the 
lives  and  property  of  loyal  citizens  of  Mary¬ 
land  and  the  District  of  Colnmbiaare  hazarded 
by  her  detention,  may  I  ask  what  measures 
may  at  ohee  be  taken  for  her  capture. 

[Signed]  OflABLKS  Worthington.  ' 

The  Navy  Department  was  subsequently 
informed  from  another  source  that  the  St. 
Nicholas  has  been,  taken  by  hor  captors  into 
the  Rappahannock  river. 


"Net sure  of  the  Steamer  Saint  iVicfcoi^.— In¬ 
formation  was  received  yesterday  tflaat  the 
steamer  St.  Nicholas,  which  runs  between  this 
port  and  Washington,  was  seized  on  Saturday 
by  Confederates,  off  Piney  Point,  at  the  mouth 
of  the  Potomac.  She  left  this  city  on  Friday, 
and  stopped  at  the  usual  landings.  When  she 
reached  Point  Lookout,  where  a  number  of 
passengers  got  on  board,  Capt.  Hollins,  late  in 
command  of  the  U.  S.  steam  frigate  Susque¬ 
hanna,  took  command,  and  went  across  the 
Potomac  to  Goan  river,  where  her  passengers 
landed.  Several  ladies  who  were  on  board 
wpre  cared  for  by  the  Virginians.  A  large 
number  of  passengers  who  left  this  city  by  the 
steamer  were  bound  to  Virginia,  and  most  of 
those  who  got  on  board  at  PofcU  Lookout  were 
Virginians,  awaiting  her  arrival.  After  the 
passengers  were  landed  at  OAn  river,  one 
hundred  Tennessee  infantry  and  twenty- five 
sailors  were  put  on  board,  and  the  boat,  under 
command  of  Captain  Hollins,  started  for  the 
Rappahannock.  She  succeeded  in  running 
the  blockade,  and  on  her  way  captured  three 
prizes — one  schooner  laden  with  ice,  one  with 
xoffee  and  one  with  coal — all  of  which  were 


towed  up  to  Fredericksburg.  It  is  reported 
that  one  thousand  Tennessee  troops  are  sta¬ 
tioned  at  Heathsville.  The  St  Nicholas  has 
run  regularly  on  the  Potomac,  but  wras  not 
permitted  to  stop  at  any  of  the  landings  on  the 
Virginia  side?  She  is  one  among  the  beet  boats 
running  from  Baltimore,  and  of  excellent 
speed. 

A  dispatch  from  Washington,  published  in 
another  column,  confirms  the  above  state¬ 
ment,  and  gives  some  further  particulars, 


Ya.,  July  8, v  j 


«< 


Richmond 

-CAPTURE  OF  THE  STBAilEB  ST.  NICHOLAS  BT  TUB 

LADY” — SKETCH  OP  TUB  “FRENCH  LADY”  AND  TUB  atm  rj 
THE  REBEL  EXPLOIT. 

I  have  to  record  a  very  romantic  and  daring 
iMidertaken  and  successfully  carried  out  by  soin^toarteB* 
Maryland  Zouaves,  under  the  command  of  General  Zarvo- 
na  alias  Thomas.  Not  long  since  the  hero  of  our  story  , 
conceived  the  idea  of  capturing  the  St.  Nicholas,  &  Urge! 
steamer  m  the  employ  of  thefoderal  government,  running 
between  Baltimore  and  Washington.  Disguising  himself 
as  a  French  lady,  he  with  his  companions  went  oa  board* 
the  majority  of  whom  appeared  to  be  good  and  liege  aqJh! 
jects  of  the  United  Statee;  indeed,  so  strong  was  their 
patriotism  that  they  more  than  hinted  they  were 
to  join  the  Lincoln  army  at  Washington.  About  four  o’ 

P.  M.,on  Friday  se’nnight,  the  steamer  put  off  from  US*/ 
wharevt  Baktraere  and  regularly  aot  under  weigh.  Upot  ; 
reaching  Point  LtxJfebttt  the  vessel  slopped  and  took  io  addfr-V 
tional  passengers  in  various  disguises,  w^iO;  turned.  oui  ft 
be  a  reinforcement  of  Zouaves,  ready  to  follow  their  ad- ; 
venturous  commander.  Among  the  latter  was  Lieutenant 
Alexander,  who,  upon  entering  the  safoon,  immediately^1 
recognized  his  old  lady  acquaintance  from  Paris,  whea  a 
general  conversation  (in  French,  of  course,)  ensued  rel^ 
live  to  maturing  their  prearranged  plana.  In  •  stiffr* 
time  arms  that  had  been  smuggled  on  board  w€*e  care¬ 
fully  loadeJ  and  concealed  about  the  person  of  each-JDAQ. 
All  went  on  very  harmoniously  until  one  A.  M.  on  Satur¬ 
day,  when  Colonel  Thomas  threw  off  his  disguise,  and 
commanded  his  men  to  do  their  duty;  the  vessel  in  a  few 
minqteg  tmtdo  a  p r i jq  to  tfro  Confederate  goyent- 
fte  captain  and  n&BFS  -filled  witte  ■’  .tww. 
*ur  prise,  surrendered  tnemsfelveav  priso&fe: 
hout  offering  tho  slightest  resistance.,,  Captain 
,  ^-rvllins,  lite  of  the  Unned  States  Navy,  wfio  J>adv^m- 
jnfcpirtend  at  Point  Lookout,  then  assumed  eommajH®  0(> 
.tfee  vessel,  and  steamed  her.  into  Ooud  river,  with 
fee  expectation  of  takipg  on  board  a  regiment  of  Iknpes- 
#ee ans  for  moro  extended  operations.  These  not  having 
bfrfrivcd  at  the  appointed  time,  the  St.  Nicholas  was  headed 
r^aown  tho  stream.  On  her  passage  eaptured’ two 
.  jBchoonors  and  a  brig,  each  having  a  cr®0tYf  fen;  men;  all 
'  awhom  were  taken  prisoners.  Tho  7<^lS  w?ro  laden 


coflVe,  anthracite  coal,  and  ice,  v Wftrft  Safely 
tow<4.tD  the  moukfc  of  tho  Rappahaumock^llhefr  value  is 
estimated  a*  $400,000.  U.:-  .  *  '  • 

I  have  ofeyersW  with  the  Captain  of  the  St.  Nicholas, 
$be  pilot  o&  the  brig,  and  others  of  the'  prisoners.  The 
Captain  observed  to  me  that  “He  did  ndt  like  the  ap- 
poar&hceof  the  French  woman.  She  sat,”  hBfuhaarked, 
••next  to  me  at  table,  so  close  that  our  knees  touched.  I 
^fancied  she  looked  mighty  queer;  but  I  ll  bo  hanged  if  I 
thought  she  was  a  man.”  The  mate  of  the  brig,  who 
looked  as  stout  and  as  jolly  as  a  Dutchman,  could  scarcely 
retain  his  risibility,  although  it  threatened  to  do  him  (JoA- 
summute  damage  about  the  region  of  the  diaphragm. 
** All  I  know  is,”  ho  jocularly  observed,  “that  I  was 
piloting  the  brig  when  theyoverhauled  me,  and  piloted 
me  up  hero  where  you  see  me  now.”  '  v 

I  have  been  introduced  to  and  have  had  conversations 
With  Colonel  Zar vena  and  his  adjutant,  George  W.  Alex¬ 
ander,  a  fierce  lookiug  but  withal  intelligent  man,  who, 
ho  Informs  me,  was  officer  of  tho  ship  which  first  brought 
Kossuth  to  England.  Colonel  Thomas  is  a  tall,  thin  young 
f.vum,  tweuty  seven  years  of  age,  with  sharp,  Irregular 
,  features,  deep  indentions  in  his  cheeks,  blue  eyes’  long. 
tWffuU»pq  shaped  nose,  and  is  closely  shavq4  on -head  end 
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face,  lie  is  a  native  ot  Maryland,  and  has  served  with 
Garibaldi  in  the  ranks  during  the  Italian  campaign.  Tlu  ro 
Is  a  deep  seated  melancholy  about  the  man,  which  might 
taken  for  monomania.  lie  looked  downcast  and  mis¬ 
erable  in  the  extreme,  and  seemed  to  entertain  no  idea  of 
enjoyment  in  this  world,  ne  was  exceedingly  gentle  and 
•peaks  in  a  levy,  weak  voice.  No  one  could  Imagine 
that  a  frame  so  feeble  could  contain  such  a  brave, 
undaunted  spirit.  I  am  informed  that  somo  years  ago  he 
■  had  ati  attachment,  but  that  this  object  of  his  devotion 
Bxpircd  in  his  arms  while  endeavoring  to  rescue  her  from 
drowning.  Ever  since  that  unhappy  occurrence  he  is  said 
to  be  morose  and  gloomy,  and  incapable  of  enduring  the 
•lightest  disappointment.  To  me  he  appeared  to  be  the 
most  dejected  of  morlats,  and  would  have  made  a  study 
for  Lavatcr.  Alluding  to  the  Iato  partial  failure  of  hi9 
plans  and  tho  (t,o  him)  value  less  cargo  which  ono  con¬ 
tained,  ho  remarked,  “What  is  icc  to  me?  I  want  flannel.” 
Colonel  Zarvona  presents  a  highly  picturesque  appear¬ 
ance,  attired  in  his  bine  Zouave  costume,  whi to  gaiters, 
red  cap,  with  gold  tas=ol,  and  light,  elegant  sword. 

He,  with  his  companions,  havo  just  left  Richmond  on 
another  and  grander  expedition. 

a  — 


m*  *  • 

THIS  SEIZURE  OP  THE  STEAMER  ST.  BTICHOLA8. 

A  passenger  who  was  on  board  the  steamer 
St.  Nicholas  when  she  was  seized  has  furnish¬ 
ed  the  St.  Mary's  (Md.)  Beacon  with  the  fol¬ 
lowing  account  of  the  capture: 

.  On  Friday  evening,  the  28th  ult.,  the  St. 
Nicholas  left  Baltimore  with  a  considerable 
amount  of  freight  and  a  large  number  oi  pas¬ 
sengers.  There  was  nothing  in  the  movement 
*  of  the  passengers  to  excite  any  suspicion  of  the 
daring  act  which  was  contemplaced.  Every 
thing  passed  off  quietly  until  we  readied  Point 
Look  Out.  Here  several  passengers  disem¬ 
barked,  and  an  elderly  man,  whom  we  were 
afterwards  told  was  Capt.  Hollins,  late  of  the 
United  States  Navy,  boarded  the  steamer,  and 
took  his  station  upon  the  deck  in  the  rear  of  the 
ladies’  saloon,  As  it  was  very  warm  in  tne 
berths,  I  concluded,  in  company  with  a  lriand 
to  spend  the  night  in  arm  chairs  upon  the  declc, 
and  was  thus  the  unsuepeoting  witness  of  the 
6cene  which  followed.  Thus  far  on  the  trip 
we  had  obcerved  aii  elderly  looking  |^ay  S^J 
ting  in  the  saloon,  apparently  nyach  concern¬ 
ed  about  the  arrival  of  tho  boat  at  Washington 
but  ofl  reaching  the  Point,  sh+  retired  to  her 
state-room,  ftnd  only  reappeared,  after  the  boat 
Lid  ‘resumed  her  course,  in  the  person  of  a 
full- dressed  Zouave,  climbing  over  the  railing 
of  the  deck.  A  few  hurried  words  were  whis- 

Fered  in  the  ear  of  the  elderly,  man,  of  whom 
have  spoken,  and  they  both  rushed  quickly 
below.  In  less  than  two  minutes  the  boat  had 
stopped.  But  even  yet  I  suspected  nothing  of 
the  truth,  supposing  that  a  government  boat 
was  boarding  her  for  the  purpose  of  inquiry, 
and  I  went  below  to  see  the  proceedings. 

Judge  of  my  astonishment,  then,  when  I  saw 
about  fifteen  men,  armed  with  carbines,  re¬ 
volvers  and  bowie-knives,  standing  in  battle 
array  and  in  full  possession  of  the  boat.  The 
lights  were  then  extinguished,  guards  placed 
over  the  different  parts  of  the  boat,  and  her 
course  directed  to  the  Virginia  shore.  We 
reached  the  wharf  in  Cone  river  about  3)£ 
o’clock  in  the  morning.  Here  we  were  boarded 
by  several  Virginia  officers,  and  shortly  the 
!  2d  Tennessee  regiment  made  its  appearance. 
They  were  well  armed  with  rifles  and  bowie- 
knives,  and  were  anxious  to  fneet  the  federal 
troops  to  test  the  accuracy  of  their  rifles  and 
the  virtue  of  their  steel.  They  had  marched 
twenty  miles  the  night  before  througn  the  mud 
and  rain,  and  were  “spiling”  for  a  fight.— 
,  Throughout  the  whole  night  not  a  single  act 


i 
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of  rudeness  w::s  perpetrated,  all  tne  passen¬ 
gers  being  treated  with  the  greatest  civility. 
The  ladies  were  told  by  the  commander  that 
they  were  in  the  hands  of  southern  gentlemen, 
and  would  be  treated  as  his  own  sisters. — 
Whatever  opinions  may  be  entertained  of  the 
capture  itself,  no  one  who  was  present  on  that 
eventful  night  can  say  aught  but  in  praise  of 
the  gentlemanly  deportment  of  all  ooucerned. 
The  plan  was  certainly  well  concocted  and 
well  executed,  for  a  number  of  sailors  were 
ready  at  the  wharf  to  man  her,  who,  together 
with  30  or  40  soldiers,  took  her  in  charge  and 
sailed  down  the  bay,  bound’  for  the  Rappa¬ 
hannock. 

Before  the  boat  left,  all  the  passengers  who 
desired  to  land  were  permitted  to  leave,  and 
likewise  take  with  them  such  goods  as  they 
might  have  on  board.  Of  this  .opportunity, 
nearly  all  availed  themselves,  trusting  to  ob¬ 
tain  conveyances  for  transportation  to  their 
homes.  Several  passengers  who  missed  their 
breakfast  on  the  boat,  obtained  it  at  a  aeigh- 
boring  farm-house,  and,  upon  asking  how 
much  was  to  pay, they  received  the  simple  but 
characteristic  reply — “Gentlemen,  recollect 
that  you  are  in  Virginia!”  thus  exhibiting  the 
old  Virginia  hospfiialLty,  even  in  time  of  war,  to 
those  who  were  nat  of  their  own.  On  every 
side  we  received  nothing  but  kindness. 

The  Beacon  says : 

There  can  be  very  little  doubt  that  the  seiz¬ 
ure  was  made  by  authorfty  of  the  Virginia  or 
Confederate  Go vernment*,#.nd  in  view  of  the 
inconvenience  to  which  wefehall  be  put  by  rt, 
we  are  tempted  to  exclaim  with  Mercutio,  “A 
plague  on  both  your  houses.”  Are  we  alrea¬ 
dy  between  the  upper  and  nether  millstone?” 

News  from  the  South. 


Public  Guard . — This  well  drilled  corps  made 
its  customary  annual  appearance  on  our  streets 
yesterday,  by  way  of  celebrating  the  4tb.  They 
were  under  tho  command  of  Lieut.  Edward  S. 
(lay,  and  were  much  admired  for  their  sol¬ 
dierly  hearing,  as  well  as  for  the  regularity-of 
their  movement  and  neatness  of  uniform, — 
They  went  through  the  evolutions  and  fired 
twelve  rounds  on  Capitol  Square,  eleven  being 
honor  of  the  Confederate  States,  and  one 
for  the  Legislature  of  Maryland.  The  Guard 
was  accompanied  by  its  splendid  brass  hand, 
whose  performance  of  the  Marseillaise  on  the 
public  square  enthuted  many  French  volun¬ 
teers  from  other  States.  Col.  Thomas,  the 
gallant  Marylander,  was  also  present  in  his 
Zouave  dre3S,  an  interested  spectator.  He  at- 
trateted  much  respectful  attention.  rwd 


THE  CAL'Tl'RS  IN  THE  E  A  V. 

An  officer  of  the  expedition  informs  us  that  after 
the  bold  and  masterly  seizure  of  the  St.  Nicholas, 
which  was  accomplished  in  such  admirable  sty  !o 
bv  Col.  T.  and  his  Zouaves,  the  steamer  was  placed 
under  command  of  Capt.  II.,  of  l he  Confederate 
navy.  Capt.  H.  was  joined  bf  Lieuts  Sims  and 
Minor,  of  the  C.  S.  N.,  ard  Lieut.  Thor  burn,  of  the 
Virginia  navy,  with  lifter  i  sailors  from  the  steam 
rr  Yorktown.  Lieut.  Sims  boarded  the  brig,  and 
;  Li.-uf,s.  .Minor  and  Thorburn  the  schoonerr.  The*..; 
'gentlemen  brought  in  the  vessels  and  anchored 
!  them. 
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Imdr  Ai'iijtc, 

1 1n:  French  latl  v,  \*lio,  I;y  (ho  v.'.iy,  wns  no! 
Captain  Hollins,  bur  i\  young  Colonel  of  Zouives, 
u  .!P  in  Richmond  on  Tuesday  lost,  the  hero  of  the 


no  oihtr  KgLt  than  oe  a  phaie  j>eT8e,and  wl)  L6  ho 
trcctGd  tj  Gtcor&l  B»Lio  Ttcmue  declared  on  bis  ai  - 
riFal  at  Fort  YcEerry  that  he  w  Jt  a  Cclonei,  and  eaptcRl 
to  te  treated  as  toon  bj  bonige*eol3. 


day.  At  the  ftpottsvvood  llonsc,  surrounded  by 
his  friends,  they  insisted  on  seeing  him  in  his  |‘e- 
tn  i!e  c  stunie  as  he  appeared  on  the  St.  Nicholas. 

To  (r r a r i fy  them  he  left  (he  room,  protnisine*  t  >  ro-  , 
turn  promptly,  provided  the  company  was  not  en-  I 
larked,  as  the  joke  was  to  bosti  ic  lv  private.  Ur:-  i 
fortunately  tin.*  circle  was  short ly  after  di-ourled 
by  the  entrance  of  a  strange  lady,  for  whom,  how¬ 
ever,  room  was  made  and  to  whom  a  seat  w*?  r  >n- 
dered  with  customary  Virginia  gallantry,  The 
rest  of  the  company  broke  up  into  knots,  leaving  ’ 
tiie  stranger  to  h  rself,  and  discussed  in  whispers 
the  propriety  of  keeping  the  Colonel  out,  until  a 
favorable  opportunity  presented  itself.  Suddenly 
their  embau  assmi  tit  was  relieved  bv  the  action  of 
the  ladv,  who,  lifting  her  skirts  to  a  modest  height, 
displav.d  a  soldier’s  uniform  and  end  of  a  cutlass. 

The  effect  was  astonishing. 

iueu.MONn.  , 

Richmond  is  crowded.  There  is  plenty  of  money 
and  an  astonishingly  brisk  business.  It  has  become  ' 
a  Southern  New  York. 

..."The  vessels  captured  by  the  steamer  St.  Nicholas 
on  Saturday  last,  the  29th  iost.,  after  the  St.  ' 
Nicholas  herself  had  been  captured  by  our  daring 

ad  venturers,  under  Capt.  H- - and  Col.  T - .  . 

ire  as  follows ; 

Brig" Monticello,  from  BrAiil,  bound  to  Haiti-  j 
more,  with  3,500  bags  of  coffee. 

Schooner  Mary  Pierce,  ftjom  Boston,  bound  to 
Washington  City,  with  260  tons  of  ice. 

Sdhooner  Margaret,  froA  Alexandria,  bound  to 
Staten  Island,  with  2’70iteri«of  coal. 

Rimms,  C.  S.^I^Vas  put  in  charge  of 
Monticello;  Lieut.  Bwpfft  D.  Minor,  G.  S.  N., 
in  charge  of  the  and  Lieut.  Thor- 

bum,  of  the  Virginia  in  charge  of  the 

Margaret.  .. 

.  veaeels,  as  well  as  tbJg^captured  and  captur- 
Reamer,  are  all  in  the  Rappahannock. 

:;;  We  wanted  coffee,  ice,  and  coal,  and  we  wanted 
the  steamer  and  the  vessels;  and  the  country  is 
losdly  praisiag  the  bold  officers  and  brave  men  ' 
who  have  supplied  the  market.  If  the  enemy  had 
ttOt  been  whipped  on  Thursday  night  at  Mathias’ 
Poipt,  perhaps  more  might  have  been  accomplish¬ 
ed  by  our  brave  fellows  while  theirhands  were  in.  , 
Bot  they  have  done  splendidly  as  things  now  ! 
stand, 

|  ARRBBT  OP  THE  CAPIOftOF  THE  STEAMER 
•  BT.  NICHOLAS. 

Baliibork,  July  8,1SC1. 

!Ihete  is  a  irem<ndv.us  excitement  In  town  about  tbo 
aireet  cf  Captain  or  Colonel  Richard  Jboxnae,  the  Frenca 
l&dy  wto  captured  the  steamer  St.  Nicholas,  no  *a  vet  i 
known  here,  and  has  many  friends  among  tho  But  ( 
families  in  the  c.ty.  Not  having  even  letters  of  mnrqvo  j 
ficm  President  Davis  for  h  e  proteoiion,  he  is  regarded  ; 


We  heard  yesterday  morning  a  rumor  of  , 
the  arrest  of  Col.  Richard  Thomas,  of  Rich¬ 
ard,  whose  recent  exploits  have  endeared 
him  to  every  Southern  heart.  We  did  not 
credit  the  rumor  until  we  received  the  Balti-  ‘ 
more  Exchange,  of  the  9th  inst.,  which  con- 
t  lins  the  folio  wing  paragraph  in  relation  to 
the  matter  : 

We  learn  that  Mr.  Richard  Thomas,  of  St. 

M  iry's  county,  and  five  or  six  other  persons, 
were  arrested  on  board  the  steamer  Mary 
Washington  as  she  was  coming  up  the  bay 
yesterday.  The  charges  against  them  are  be¬ 
lieved  to  be  that  they  were  concerned  in  the 
seizure  of  the  St.  Nicholas  a  few  days  since. 
The  party  were  coming  up  to  the  city  as  pas¬ 
sengers,  when  they  were  pointed  oat  by  two 
spies  on  board  the  boat,  and  as  she  reached  the 
wharf  at  Fort  McHenry,  the  boat  rounded  to 
and  they  were  delivered  up  to  the  officer  in 
command. 


iunxmoRE  ,  July  8, 18C1. 

Lieutenant  Carmichael,  of  Piovost  Marshal  Kenly  8 
police,  went  down  the  river  in  a  itg,  and  tourced  the 
steamer  Mary  WaahiDglon,  to  arrost  a  man  named  Ne  ll 
Green,  who  was  charged  with  being  engaged  in  tte 
riot  on  the  19th  of  April,  and  who  It  was  thought  would 
come  cn  hoard  at  the  Tatuxcut.  On  coming  up  the 
river  he  ascertained  that  Capt,  Them*. s,  of  St.  Mary’s 
ccunty,  who  took  command  cf  the  St.  Nicholas  and 
headed  the  pirates,  was  aloo  on  board,  with  seven  of  bJB 
confederates;  their  object,  It  1b  buj posed,  being  toieize 
another  steamer  in  a  similar  manner.  Lieut.  Carmichael  on 
geltiDgJabmst  of  of  Fort  Henry,  ordered  the  captain  to 
stop  at  the  wharf,  where  he  made  known  the  facts '.o 
General  Banka,  who  ordered  a  company  cf  Massachusetts 
troops  to  arrest  all  cn  hoard.  Seven  cf  the  pirates  we  e 
found,  but  Captain  Thomas  had  concealed  himself,  an  ’, 
after  an  hour’s  search,  was  found  hid  in  a  large  bur  cl  a 
drawer  in  the  ladies’  cabin. 

It  wiil  be  remembered  he  went  aboard  the  St.  Nicholas 
disguised  as  a  French  lady.  They  were  all  detained  .t 
the  Fort  with  several  witnesses,  who  were  on  board  Ihe 
Bt.  Nicholas  at  the  timo  of  the  seizure,  including  In  r 
captain  and  engineers. 


Seizure  of  Steamers  by  the  Federal  Government— 
Expedition  vp  the  Patuxent  and  Potomac  Rivers. 
Shortly  after  six  o’clock  yesterday  morning 
a  body  of  troops  seized  the  steamer  Chester,  at 
h*r  wharf  on  I, ight  street,  and  passengers  who 
had  got  on  board  for  the  purpose  of  r^ng  to 
the  Eastern  Shore  were  required  to  go  on 
shore.  About  the  same  time  another  body  of 
troops  appeared  at  tbe  lower  end  ot  O  Don¬ 
nell’s  wharf  and  took  possession  of  the  steam¬ 
ers  George  Weems  and  Mary  Washington,  of 
the  Patuxent  river  route.  The  Chester  was 
taken  to  Fort  McHenry,  where  she  was  sup- 
pb'd  with  two  i>- nounder  guns,  a  company  ot 
infantry,  one  of  artillery,  and  a  squad  oi  UOi. 
Kexilv’fe  police,  when  she  left. 

It  was  declared  that  the  obiect  of  the  seizure 
wns  for  an  expedition  to  the  Patuxent  and  Po- 
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t.mac  rivers,  in  search  of  a  schooner  in  winch, 
it  is  said,  Colonel  Richard  Thomas  traveled 
h.  l ween  Maryland  and  Virginia.  The  schoon¬ 
er  was  supposed  to  be  a  waiting  his  return,  and 
ai.  effort  w  ill  be  made  tocaptnre  her  and  those 
onboard.  It  was  rumored  that  the  schooner 
1  was  lying  in  the  mouth  of  the  Potomac,  and 
t<>  pretent  the  possibility  of  getting  informa- 
ti'  n  to  ter,  the  steamers  of  the  Patuxent  river 
route  were  seized.  The  arrest  of  Col.  Thomas 
was  not  known  at  any  of  the  landings  on  the 
Puuxent,  nor  at  Fairliaven,  though  many  of 
his  triends  linew  ot  Ids  attempt  to  reach  Bal¬ 
timore,  and  warned  him  that  he  would  fall 
into  the  hands  of  the  Federal  officers.  Capt. 
Weems,  of  the  Mary  Washington,  thought  the 
schooner  returned  immediately  to  the  Virginia 
shore,  where,  it  is  not  probable  she  will  be 
:  found  by  the  Chester,  as  the  shores  of  the 
i  Rappahannock  are  supplied  with  efficient  bat¬ 
teries.  Shortly  before  twelve  o’clock  yester¬ 
day  the  steamer  George  Weems  was  released 
and  permitted  to  goon  her  route. 

It  was  stated  yesterday  that  the  pilot  of  one 
|  of  the  vessels  captured  by  the  St  Nicholas  was 
j  the  party  who  discovered  to  the  jiolice  the 
;  presence  of  Col.  Thomas  on  the  Mary  Wash- 
i  ington.  The  pilot  of  the  brig  Monticello  was 
1  the  only  one  on  board,  and  he  declares  that  he 
did  not  do  it,  fpr  he  was  not  aware  that  police¬ 
men  wore  on  board  until  be  was  asked  by 
them  If  he  was  not  one  of  the  prisoners  c  ap¬ 
tured  on  board  the  brig. 

Presented  for  Piracy  and  Treason — The  grand 
jury  of  the ‘United  Stages  District  Court  yes¬ 
terday  presented  Richard  Thomas,  alias  “Col. 
Richard  Thomas  Zaroonav,”  of  the  Confede¬ 
rate  arm}’,  and  Captain  George  W.  Hollins, 
lormerJv  of  the  United  States  navy,  and  now 
in  tbe  service  of  the  Confederate  army,  for" 
treason  and  pir  <  y,  in  capturing  the  steamer 
St.  Nicholas,  from ‘this  port,  etc.  The  grand 
iury  also  presented  several  persons  who  were 
associated  with  Richard  Taomas  in  the  cap¬ 
ture  of  the  above  vt  all  ot  whom  continue 
in  custody  of  the  military  authoritus  at  Fort 
McHenry,  except  captain  Hollins,  who  has 
not  beni  captured.  It  is  not  known  if  tbe 
genera)  government,  will  surrender  the  parties 
in  custody  to  the  civil  process  ot  the  court,  al¬ 
ter  indicuner.t  has  been  found  by  tlie  grand 
iury,  or  even  at  tbp  te*  m  of  the  Circuit  Court 
in  Novem her,  at  which  time  their  cases  can  be 
called  for  trial. 


In  the  Case  of  Col.  Richard  Thomas. — Captain 
Kirwan,of  the  steamer  St.  Nicohlac  his  broth¬ 
er  arid  another  officer  of  the  boat  w  ere  recog¬ 
nized  in  SI, 000  each  before  Commissioner  Ha- 
non,  on  Monday  evening,  to  appear  as  wit¬ 
nesses  in  the  United  States  Court  in  the  case 
of  Col.  Richard  Thomas,  now  confined  at  l  ort 
McHenry  on  charges  of  piracy  and  treason. 


Wholes  lie  Arrests— Capture  of  (To  0  tel  Richard! 
Thomas.- On  Sunday,  from  information  re¬ 
ceived  of  the  whereabouts  of  several  parties 
charged  with  having  participated  in  the  riot 
of  the  19th  of  April,  Lieutenant  Carmichael, 
of  Colonel  Kenly’s  police,  with  another,  left 
on  a  tug  boat  for  Fairhaven,  and  succeeded  m 
the  arrest  of  Cornelius  Green  and  another. — 
Color.el  Richard  Thomas,  of  St.  Mary  s,  vrhd 
is  alleged  to  have  been  engaged  in  tne  capture 
of  the  St.  Nicholas  and  the  three  schooners, 
laden  with  coo),  ice  and  coffee,  got  on  board 
ihe  steamer  Mary  Washington  at  Millstone 
landing,  on  the  Pa'uxent  river,  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  coming  to  this  city.  When  the  boat 
reached  Fairliaven  the  officers  got  on  board. 


with  tbeir  prisoners,  and  among  he  passen¬ 
gers  already  on  board  v.’ere  the  crew  of  the 
St.  Nicholas  an\l  those  of  the  captured  schoon¬ 
ers.  At  this  point  the  friends  of  Col.  Thomas 
remonstrated  against  his  coming  to  Baltimore, 
Though  they  were  ignorant  of  the  presence  of 
officers  on  board,  but  be  persisted  in  his  deter¬ 
mination,  and  against  all  entreaty  that  could 
le  used  he  declared  rhai  lie  would  come  up. — 
Shortly  after  the  boat  left  tbe  pilot  of  the 
schooner  which  was  laden  with  coffee  in¬ 
formed  the  officers  of  tbe  presence  of  Colonel 
Thomas,  and  they  at  once  arrested  him.  They 
then  drew  their  pistols  and  took  their  positions 
en  the  quarter  deck  to  prevent  the  possibility 
of  escape  by  tbe  small  boats.  Col.  T.  at  once 
determined  to  leave  the  boat  if  possible,  but  no 
oppoi  tunity  was  afforded  him..  Capt.  Weems 
was  then  ordered  to  stop  at  Fort  McHenry, 
ai.d  on  reaching  that  point  all  the  prisoners 
and  the  witnesses,  au  aggregate  of  about  twen¬ 
ty  men,  were  landed,  but  Col.  T.  was  not  tQ  be 
found, and  tbe  order  was  given  to  push  off,  af- 
ier  the  boat  had  been  thoroughly  searched  in. 
every  part.  Just  as  the  boat  left  the  wharf, 
however,  he  was  found  in  a  bureau  in  the  la¬ 
dies’  cabin,  where  some  of  tbe  lady  passengers 
had  concealed  him,  and  lie  too  was  landed  at 
the  Fort.  Col.  T.,  as  soon  as  he  was  arrested, 
banded  liis  commission  to  Dr.  Edward  John¬ 
ston,  who  was  on  board,  and  he  too  ^as  ar- 
'  rested,  but  at  once  discharged  upon  explana¬ 
tion.  Col.  Forbes  and  a  man  naenjd  James 
Tongue  were  arrested,  but  there  was  nothing 
upon  which  to  hold  them,  and  Tongue  show¬ 
ed  that  be  had  just  received  an  appointment  as. 
liglu-Louse  keeper  from  the  administration. — 
Col.  T  liomss  is  a  son  of  the  late  Hon.  Richard 
Thomas,  for  many  years  president  of  the  Sen¬ 
ate  of  Mar>  land,  and  a  nephew  of  ex-Govern- 
or  James  Thomas. 


BP&8SAL  WASmSSNM  DfiSmCBJS. 

'  **  .k 

*>*10,13*1. 

I*.####* 

-o «  h-  .< 


Mmfm 


.  ■<  $  : ;; 

fcjb&itiew  ASK*  tftiUoi  of 

1;  b&ei&e&M  m  M' 

h - -  of  lit*  *r 

tibarty, udilh Achieved  that  ktiemph 

wiU  pe  DptfUle  w  execute  ihitlr  pUn  to  provide  mete 
far  the  two  of  the  rebate.  Untie  g  no  meao«  with  wpkA 
ettfa t  totmy  or  build  nblpe,  their  only  hope  of  getting  to. 

A  wvy  Is  to  eteal  them, 

A  warning  in  regard  Iq  the  contemplated  seizure  ot  the 
OdRornia  steamers  alter  this  fanffien  «u  given  in  tbl® 
c<Mleeptndence  seme  wem  »gc  .  It  might  be  w«p  tc 
nave  a  eha«o  look  out  kept  upon  those  Bailing  out  of  New 
York 


An  \rmed  Expedition  Sent  Down  tue  Bay. — 
Provost  Marshal  Jvenley  yesterday  morning  or¬ 
dered  the  seizure -of  the  steamer  Chester,  Captain 
Young,  (just  as  she  was  firing  up  for  her  usual  trip 
to  Chester  town,  H’or  the  purpose  of  sending  an 
armed  expedition  down  the  Chesapeake  Bay  to  cap 
turn  a  schooner  that  was  supposed  t<-  be  lying  uefcr 
Fail  ha  ven.  The  reasons  for  this  movement  are 
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(nvcit  iu  lollon  s  :  Inin  had  b  r:i  I  <  c -ivi  d 

»v  tho  I'rovoat  M arshfll  |„  tlm  ofli-ot  that  Mr. 
Kiohnnl  Thomas,  who  wns  nnvsfed  on  Mor.div  last, 
ha.i  come  down  the  lCn.pah  annoeh  in  a  schooner’ 
which  had  U.-cri  left  rdf  Uu>  mouth  of  the  I’ldonnc! 
m  charge  oi  a  crew,  who  awaited  the  ivlnrn  of  Mr! 
1  hotn^H  to  Baltimore.  Mr.  Thnma*  b  said  to  hold 
a  Oolonel'd  commission  in  the  Oottleiloiato  finite 
n.oi  m  allied  to  h  ive  been  thy  hero  of  the  th ! 
in  icholan  adventure.  'I  he  Chester  was  run  down  In 
the  fort,  where  an  armaineiit  of  two  l  went  v-lour 
pounders,  an  artillery  company,  and  a  pwsso  of 
vice  policeman,  wore  placed  on  hoard.  About  7 
o’clock  she  steamed  down  the  bay.  Order*  were 
givm  to  atop  any  ft  earners  that  might  have  started 
from  Baltimore  at  an  earlier  hour,  so  an  to  pre¬ 
clude  tho  possibility  of  the  object  of  the  expedi¬ 
tion  being  made  known.  Tho  result  of  the  ex¬ 
pedition  is  not  yet  known. 

^  Wo  learn  that  tho  prisoner  alluded  to  as  Mr. 
i  homes  holds  a  commission  in  the  Confederate 
army  under  the  title  of  Colonel  Z  irvona.  lie  is 
retained  in  the  guard-house,  and  is  not  held  ash 
prisoner  of  war,  but  for  piracy  and  treason. 

We  presume  that  his  case  will  be  dealt  with  care¬ 
fully,  inasmuch  as  any  failure  to  recognize  his 
military  character,  in  his  trial  or  punishment, 
would  of  course  be  followed  by  retaliation  on  the 
part  of  the  Confederate-government. 

SEIZURE  OP  flTJBAJlBBB  AT  BALTIMORE  BY 
■  ORDER  OF  GENERAL  BAKES*  . 

Baltjmori,  July  9,  1801. 

By  order  of  General  Bank*  Provoet  Margin)  Kenley 
bag  taken  pOeseeeion  of  the  steamer*  Cheater  and  W.  L. 
Weems.  The  former  has  been  armed  and  equipped  for  a  ** 
oruiae  down  the  river  and  Chesapeake,  for  the  purpose 
of  arresting,  other  parties  supposed  to  have  teen  engaged 
In  the  seizure  of  the  8t.  Nicholas.  A  police  force,  under 
Captain  Carmichael,  to  on  beard,  aad  also  detachments  of 
artillery  and  infantry.  • 

Vessels  bound  down  the  hay  have  been  detained  to¬ 
day,  by  order  of  Geaqr*)  Banks. 

A  military  force  la  constantly  on  board  the  Norfolk 
stOkmcfB. 

,  Frederick  OUrtard,  late  of  the  United  States  Navy, 
|wenty  years. m  service,  dlstlngulghed  In  Nicaragua 
against  Walker;  Captain  L  N.  SterriU,  whose  father’s 
name  is  on  Battle  Monumeht,  where  the  National  Guard 
of  Philadelphia  are  now  stationed;  Joseph  N.  Barney, 
grandson  of  Commodore  Barney,  all 'termer  officers  of 
the  United  States  Nayy,  and  all  of  Maryland,  have  not 
only  resigned ,  hat  acoepted  positions  In  the  rebel  foroee. 

Colonel  Magrudcr,  in  command  at  Big  Bethel,  has  been 
so  absorbed  In  his  military  occupations,  that  he  has  no 
for  three  months  communicated  with  his  wife's  family, 
who  are  now  In  Baltimore.  His  wife  Is  a  native  of  Bal¬ 
timore,  where  the  entire  family  are  highly  esteemed. 
Mrs.  Hagruder  and  three  children  are  at  present  In  Ger¬ 
many. 

Lieutenant  Pinckney,  late  ef  the  United  States  Navy, 
of  Maryland,  has  not  yet  aooepted  s  place  in  the  rebel 
forces. 

Colonel  Thomas,  the  Frenoh  lady,  is  kept  closely  guard¬ 
ed  at  Fort  McHenry.  Refreshments  are  seat  to  him  by 
friends. 


Reports  to  night  from  the  fort  state  that  everything 

*s  quiet. 

By  order  of  Beoretary  Cameron  the  limits  of  the  Poll#© 
Board  have  been  extended. 

Thomas  has  a  commission  In  the  rebel  army  as  Colonel, 
under  the  name  of  Searnone.  An  expedition  has  been 
sent  down  the  bay  to  oapture  a  brig,  on  which  he  is  re¬ 
ported  to  have  a  force  for  hostile  purposes. 


Banrocosj,  July  9, 1601. 

Provost  Marshal  Kcnly,  having  learned  that  a  suspi¬ 
cious  schooner,  supposed  to  be  In  the  employ  ef  the  pi¬ 
ratical  party  who  seised  the  St.  Nicholas,  come  of  whom 
were  captured  yesterday,  wes  hi  the  bay  awaiting 
Mm  return  of  Captain  Thomas,  alias  “the  French  My,” 
this  morning  took  possession  of  the  steamer  tibfofor, 
just  as  she  was  about  leaving  on  her  ffgulgr  trip  for  the 
Eastern  tiMore.  The  passengers  were  put  off  god  soldiers 
took  tfeirtfape,  and  she  proceeded  down  the  taff  to 

^ptain  ftlfeAs  sad  bis  party  earn*  item  Frederkks- 
bnrg 

Shortly ,  sifter  the  seifure  of  the  steamer  Chester,  Up 
steamers  George  L  Weems  and  Mary  Washington,  which 
had  Just  started  out,  were  required  to  return  by  the  gov¬ 
ernment  officers.  This  measure  was  precautionary  In  ap¬ 
prehension  that  an  attempt  might  be  mads  to  seise  them. 


We  are  informed  upon  undoubted  authorily  that 
the  statement,  in  the  local  columns  of  the  yes¬ 
terday,  in  reference  to  the  treatment  of  the  “polit¬ 
ical  prisoners"  at  Fort  McHenry,  is  erroneous. — 
Col.  Zarvona  never  been  offered  “the  privilege 
of  walking  through  the  grounds  for  exercise  at 
s'ated  times."  On  the  contrary,  neither  he  nor 
Lieut.  Alexander  has  been  permitted  to  leave  the 
guard-house,  except  to  cross  the  yard  and  return 
in  custody  of  an  armed  sentinel — which  occupies 
but  a  few  minutes.  Neither  of  them  is  recognized 
or  treated  as  a  prisoner  of  war.  Col.  Zarvona 
has  demanded  his  release,  on  parole,  of  Major- 
General  Banks  and  Major-General  Dix,  both  of 
whom  refused  it.  At  night  he  is  locked  up  in  a 
cell  which  is  partially  underground.  Maj.  Morris 
offered,  the  day  before-yesterday,  to  leave  him  at 
night  in  the  guard-house,  if  he  would  sign  a  paper 
obligating  himself  not  to  escape.  Regarding  this 
as  too  restricted  a  confidence  to  repose  in  the  honor 
of  an  officer  of  his  rank,  he  declined  to  accede  to 
the  terms  proposed. 

We  are  informed  also  that,  if  it  be  true  that  Mar¬ 
shal  Bonifant  is  allowed  a  dollar  a  day  for  the 
support  of  the  prisoners,  they  have  no  benefit  from 
it  whatever.  They  are  allowed  only  soldiers’ 
rations,  which  they  cannot  eat — and  are  therefore 
dependent  upon  their  friends  for  food. 
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It  may,  perhaps,  be  as  well  to  state  in  this  con¬ 
nection^  that  we  have  also  been  positively  assured 
that  four  Colonels  of  the  Federal  army  have  been 
selected  by  the  Confederates,  whose  treatment  will 
be ‘regulated  by  that  of  Col.  Zarvona,  and  whose 
fate  will  be  the  same  as  his.  • 


*  [Prom  the  New  York  Tribune. 

THE  “FliENCH  LADY’S"  EXPLOITS. 

Narrative  of  the  Seizures  Made  m  the 
Chesapeake. 

The  following  stjuement  has  been  made  to 
us  by  Mr.  E.  Case,  mate  of  the  schooner  Mar¬ 
garet,  loaded  with  coal,  bound  from  Alexan¬ 
dria,  Va.,  to  New  York,  and  which  was  seized 
by  the  tit.  Nicholas,  alter  the  latter  had  been 

taken  possession  of  by  Capt.  Thomas  and  his 
pirates.  Mr.  Case  reached  this  city  last  eve¬ 
ning. 

On  Saturday,  tho  29th  day  ot  June,  we 
passed  Smith’s  Point,  at  the  mouth  of  the  Po¬ 
tomac;  we  saw  the  steamer  St.  Nicholas  come 
out  ot  a  riyer  on  the  Virginia  shore,  called 
Cone  River.  She  passed  us,  aud  paid  no  atten 
tion  to  us,  we  thinking  all  the  while  it  was 
rather  strange  lor  her  to  be  sailing  down  the 
Bay,  as  it  was  out  of  her  course.  Her  object, 
we  soon  fouad  out,  was  to  seize  the  brig  Mon 
tioello,  and  the  schooner  Mary  Pierce,  which 
were  bound  up  the  Bay,  as  we  were  going  out. 

In  a  lew  minutes  the  St.  Nicholas  headed  up 
the  Bay  again;  Bbe  came  up  and  passed  us; 
than  turned  again  and  bore  down  upon  ho;' 

Hollins  bailed  us,  and  asVeu 
schooner  it  was.  We  told  him  tbe  schooner 
Margaret.  He  then  inquired  what  it  was 
loaded  with,  and  we  tola  him.  He  then  sung 
out  that  we  were  a  prize  to  the  Southern  Con¬ 
federacy.  Tbe  St.  Nicholas  was  then  run 
close  alongside;  then  about  twenty  tivearmej 
men  jumped  on  board  and  drove  all  hands^IT 
board  the  steamer.  W  hen  1  got  on  deck,  and 
before  they  drove  me  into  the  hold,  1  looked 
around  me,  and  who  should  I  see  but  tbe  trai¬ 
tor,  Capt.  Thomas  Skinner, iormerly  msster  ol 
the  steamer  Jamestown. 

They  then  took  the  schooner  in  tow,  and 
took  ub  up  the  Rappahannock  river  as  far  as 
the  depth  of  the  water  would  permit.  That 
night  they  came  again  alongside,  and  coaled 
the  St.  Nicholas  fromjmr  cargo.  Next  mofn 
ing  we  started  for  Frederickeburg,  and  took 
the  Mary  Pierce  in  tow,  and  towed  her  within 
btteen  miles  of  the  town.  At  dark,  on  tbe 
30tb,  we  came  alongside  of  the  dock;  they  kept 
us  on  board  all  night.  -  Early  the  next  morn¬ 
ing  we  were  marched  out,  closely  guarded  by 
soldiers,  and  were  put  on  the  cars  for  Rich 
mond,  not  having  eaten  any  thing  worth  speak¬ 
ing  ot  for  twenty-four  hours.  At  every  station 
we  stopped  we  were  hooted,  aud  called  all  the 
vile  Damea  the  populace  could  lay  their 
tongues  to. 

We  arrived  at  Richmond  on  Monday,  July 
1,  at  10  A.  M„  and  were  taken  direct  to  jau; 


f 


we  were  tollowed  by  abuut  filteen  hundred 
people  who  wtre  hooting;  yelling,  and  abus 
ing  us  at  tbe  top  of  their  voices  1  expected 
m- mentarily  to  be  shot.  We  were  locked  up 
till  6%  A.  M.,  July  4.  Alter  going  to  the 
Mayor’s  office  and  obtaining  a  permit  to  pass 
out  of  Virginia,  the  whole  ol  us — thirty  eurbi 
in  number — were  permitted  to  depart,  but 
not  betore  we  were  asked  to  go  into  the  army 
aud  take  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  Southern 
Confederacy.  This  we  most  emphatically  de¬ 
nied. 

We  were  then  taken  back  again  to  Freder- 
icksburgh;  not  one  of  us  had  a  cent  of  money, 
a  At  1  o’clock  Friday  moiniug,  6th  July,  we 
|  were  put  on  board  a  boat  and  carried  and 
j.  landed  down  the  river  at  a  place  called  Mahas 
^  sen;  we  staid  aud  slept  in  a  barn  there.  The 
people  here  were  kind  to  us  and  gave  all  of  us 
something  to  eat.  On  Saturday  morning  we 
started  and  walked  twenty-three  miles  before 
we  could  reach  the  banks  of  the  Potomac,  at 
tho  head  of  the  Cone  River? 

Capt.  Kirwan,  the^late  Captain  of.the  St. 
Nicholas,  got  a  wagon  and  drove  four  miles, 
when  he  managed  to  procure  a  schooner  that 
would  take  us  across  the  following  morning. 
We  started  and  walked  tho  next  morning  tor 
the  boat,  which  was  of  the  Confederate  Army, 

-  and  named  the  Georgiuoa,  owned  by  Colone* 

I  Thomas;  Col.  T.  was  on  boaTd  with  a  crew  of 
’  about  twelve  in  number.  We  sailed  lor  Point 
Lookout,  on  the  Maryland  shore,  and  landed 
at  6  o’clock  P.  M.  on  Sunday.  Directly  we 
landed  she  started  and  sailed  np  the  Chesa¬ 
peake  Bay. 

We  had  nothing  to  eat  on  board  the  George 
auna,  aud  started  to  walk  the  3i)  miles  to  Mill- 
Stone  wharf, on  the  Patuxent  river, to  meet  the 
uteamer  Mary  Washington.  We  reached  there 
about  6  o’clock  in  tbe  morning,  Monday.  Tbe 
Uaptain  of  the  Mary  Washington,  with  great 
kindness,  gave  us  all  a  passage  to  Baltimore, 
and  furnished  us  all  with  a  splendid  dinner. — 
At  Mill  Stone  wharf  who  should  come  aboard 
but  Col.  Thomas,  the  same  man  who  seized  the 
steamer  St.  Nicholas.  On  our  way  to  Balti¬ 
more  we  stopped  at  a  landing  called  Fair  Hav¬ 
en, there  two  United  States  officers  came  on 
.  hoard,  and  were  informed  that  be  was  aboard. 
£  They  soon  discovered  him,  but  did  not  inform 
him  who  they  were. 

Before  we  arrived  at  North  Point,  Qplonel 
Tbomaq  imagined  that  somebody  waq  uh‘\txe 
look-out  for  him,  and  endeavored  to  ldwerfbe 

bt 


quarter -boat  of  the  steamer, but  he  was 
Yu  the  act  by  the  officers,  and  sto 


: 


draw  a  pistol,  and  the  officers 
Valvar®}  they  told  him  they  \ 

Id^ad  or  nlive*  Ha  oalled  oq 
I’and  by  that  tbe^wficers  fountf^ut^Sjffco’  the 
ri^ate.  jtfere  tbat|»ere  with  him.  ^ 

*  ^topped  at  Fort  McHenry  to  land  tho 
OIS,  and  Col.  'I  ho  mas  w%£  nowhere  to 
ad.  They  hunted  tor  him  over  ah  hour; 
hqftfty  they  foimd  him  atowecf  away  in  a  hu 
reau  drawer  in  the  ladies-cabin.  He  and  tbe 
M  reat 


q(  the  rebels  were  marched  inside 

Q  fort. 

jfV  The  Sergeant  belonging  to  the  rebel 
llpgb.d  who- gnard^47|b#  J4>1  in  Rich® 


in-' 
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which  wo  were  Incke.)  up,  *.«>!'!  id  ■  there  tvere 
not  mine  than  3,0^b  men  ia  Richmond. — 

t  i  apt)earai,^i*i«>^iiiu'J  juJ^e 
I  never  s<t-v 
tile  en- 


According 
that  iho  uit-u  were  b  ilf 
a  more  nii-efahl< 
tire  route  to  Jli 


"aiiain  I  did 


By  the  la¬ 
nd  ttie  na  jibur 
iniii  ia  over- 
e  wore  not 


not  see  more  llrta^Q  Wl)  to 
formation  I  rece^Wl  iu  KioTi 
of  Confederatp  soldiers 
rated  immensely;  l  was 
mor**than  75,000.  _ 

1  wouldjjtite,  tosatislfThofSPn.lios  of  the 
crews  of  the  different  vyRjels^dt  have 
seized,  that  those  who  ure  cot  detaioe, 
witnesies  will  be  returned  to  their  homes 
mediutely.  / 


ii  me 

been 
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Till':  rilUCV  OF  THE  ST.  NICHOLAS. 

Cojitnii)  vnf  Ci-in!i‘*l)  Thomas,  wlin  enjoja  tl;.»  eivJil  ol 
bs'iiic  "  Iho  Firin' u  lull)”  who  inainigt  >1  tin*  rririit  s.'iziuv 
i  ol  tiio  sti'.iin,  r  St.  Nicholas,  of  Baltimore,  has  been  cap- 
taiml  iioilor  singular  I'iiriimstiiiitvs,  and  is  now  u  prismicr 
ill  Fori  Mclli't.ry  with  others  who  urn  suppnhod  to  Imvc 
iiidcil  trio  in  Unit  brilliant  i  xploil  The  ltnltiumii*  Ann*- 
t'lciiu  gives  the  subjoined  |n  r  ti  r  i  i  1  it  re  ol  their  capline: 

Ln-ut.  Tnoiii.is  [[.  C'ai iiiii'hin  1,  of  the  Middle  lio-liicl 
I’oiice,  and  Mr.  John  limner,  nl  thin  city.  capluicd  on 
Moinln)  al teriiooii  no  Uvs  ini  iuipm tnnl  pemm  >ge  Ilian 
Cnplniu  Tlimiris,  id  St.  M  iT)  V  coiiiil)  ,  ulna  tin-  "French 
En.lv  u  hose  t'Xploit  m  seizing  the  steamer  Si.  Nii'lndas 
fi  short  time  since,  While  in  the  Patuxent  iin-r,  vvaesn 
Imii. simply  I'loi  lilillicd  b)  l  In’  heresanm  j  ‘Ill'll  i Is  as  a  "  l •  i  li¬ 
lt  Ml :  t  exploit. ”  Thu  p.i itii'ii l.it a  id  the  alt. a.',  i-’  teiiri'.leil 
b y  a  passenger  on  lioitrd  tin*  steamer  Mm)  \\  ..shmgiou, 
were  m  tope w  s  :  . 

;  En  ni.  0.iriiin  li:ii'l,  with  Mr  Umin  r.  leli  tin;  city  on 
.  Slill  Jill  I'll.  I  llliij;  III  II  sui.lll  sloop  lor  Foil  IlaVi  n.  I'll  111  I- 
,  r  *.  h  ^  lis) ,  near  tie  inn  r  poiiion  ol  .Anne  Ainiil-  I  count), 
i  I'  i  tin  put  pose  ol  nl  lc»ti.>g  a  eeltaiii  .Nenl  (ireeo.  n  iloleil 
I.  ii  he  i ,  iii.nn;  Ini-. ness  i.n  I1  r.i  it  si  i  eel.  win.  e  elial'end 
I  Willi  bring  a  | . . 1 1  o  ipni.t  hi  li.*.*  assault  oil  tin*  Mu-f-rr  lm* 
I  sell-  I',  giun*nl  on  I  lie  I  Utli  ol  Vplil.  and  wil!iol!u'i'i«A* 
|  l.'.H'l'S  1  I  .V  l|  O'  I  b  ,.|  \  '  I.  i-  silM.|#  lit. I  It.  1 1  i  eaeli  I  In 

e  ol  Uesliiialioll  lililil  aln-ut  seven  o'cloeli  on  Mon.Stv 


nun'tnng.  On  Imnlaie  tin*  nlltcei  s  proet  (‘.led  |..:i  ho us.-  iii 
tin.  \  lentil)  loul  arrested  Grcetl,  w  ho  had  ib  signe.l  t‘  in. lin¬ 
ing  there  lor  soinp  time,  tint  proposed  send. nr  his  u.le  :.. 
i  tins  city  hy  the  steamer  Alai)1  Wnshiiiginn,  winch  usually 
stops  a  l  Fail  1 1  a  v  t-u . 

The  i  Iticeis,  w  ill  (Ireen  and  liis  w ile,  leoli  pi  sage  on 
the  Mar)  Washington  without  all)  kin. w  ledge  nl  l!|.we  hi 
l  h  aid.  Shortly  nllcr  leaving  the  E'eiilcnain  entered  i'-I" 
j  ('on  \'e  I'sii  I  ton  Willi  a  nilluhei'ot  passengers,  an. I  ase.'BI  ■ -iiietl 
I  that  (.‘a pi  Kirwau,  with  the  engineer  ami  anni l.er  oiti.  ei 
ul  I  lie  sleamer  Si.  Nicholas,  ns  Well  in  :>  tliei'a  who  had 
|  been  taken  prisoners  when  the  steamer  was  seized  b) 
i  Tin. nine,  the  "French  End) and  Ins  pail),  hit. I  been  ie- 
j  ii-nird  l.\  ill!  In  mill  were  l  ei  It  I'lilUg  to  lilise.l)  on  llie  Mai) 
j  Wil-lnrgli.ll  ’]  lie  <  tFlcarB  also  ;on  i  l  la.lie.l  ll.  ii  alin.li>: 
the  pitssei  pels  mi  In  .ml  were  seven  or  eight  ol  i lie  cap 
lore,  W  il  Ii  iJrt (.  tain  Tin '11)11-  h.lllsell,  W  In.  ilnllhth  as  c.'.lill.t 
rale- 1  b».  tlo*  r  llrress  at  teinlnt;;  Ihi'il'  lost  nelnev  i.'inelit , 
Were  liiipor'Cil  Iii  III. ike  ho  die  I  venture,  proll  ihl)  mi  the 
steamer  t’olunilnn  or  Some  otlu'l*  steamer  |.I)  n.g  mi  the 
Mai )  1  .lid  I  i V  eTri 

Ad  doini  as  ait  isliotoi)  inf.)  main. II  oil  this  point  Wiis 
obtained  ami  i  ach  one  ol  I  lie  part)  l  et  ngniai  d  In  ynii.l 
ib  ulil,  En  ut  Olli'mielt  ii  I  nil  I'Ct-'d  tjapt.  Ma.«on  E.  \\  ei'in  ' 
the  eniiiinamler  of  iho  Mary  Washington,  to  pioceed,  on 
reaching  this  liiirhor,  to- l . ad  the  pussi  n  rs  ut  Fort  Mc¬ 
Henry.  The  direeimii  was  » iv en  w  Inin  li  e  steamer  w  as 
near  Annapolis.  Si.o,iE  aiier,  while  Eionl.  Cnriinrh.vei 
tm : I  Mr.  I  lornc r  were,  in  if 
pi'oaehed  hy  Thomas,  who  d 

j  tin. ni)  Lie*  order  had  he.  r.  giv«n  for  ile-  steamer  to  lunch 
la'.  1  ml  McHenry.  The  lieht.'llllllt  inh.llne.i  liici  that  o 
Wii.i  t'  fot.;;h  uttffwrlM)  veiled  in  him  hy  0  •  >!.  Kent) ,  Pn- 
cost  M  .isbiilol  ftal) men c  On  In  arii.i;  tliis  Tlnunas  dtew 
j  hi-  pistol,  and,  eallinr;  his  men  an. mi  l  him,  tlireatein?d  I 
.  seize  ami  tinovs  thiriiiiclmel  an  I  1 1m ;.«,r  over hoaid.  'lie* 
lulor  (hi  w  their  revolver#  and  delis. I  the  other  pm  tv  to 
|  proceed  to  execute  their  Ihivnis.  The  ntniosl  roiilu.uon 
pii  vaibil  in  the  eahin  lor  a  wliort  lime  l!:"  i-  ina*.  pas-i  u- 
;  j/i'i.,  running  out  nereaminj' ;  tin!  lie*  oilier  male  pu  .-eti 
t  pers  aloud  up  wilu  t  'ariiiieha**!  anil  lloii..  r  m.d  compelled 
I  Timmi  s  and  ho,  companions  In  i •  main  '|"*i  r 


1  nln  s’  cabin,  I ht'V  Wi'i'-i  ap 
Kind  to  know  by  wind  tin 


,\l 


t  till  • 


“■■•■'il  .  n  l !:•*  in...;  ii...  c.i  ,i,i(-i  ..|.pioucln  ii  lie*  i  oil 

I  vvlisl'E  win  n  the  liei. (•  lia.it  vvi-.t  up  and  lulnniied  fl.  iierul 
i  f’.oiks  nl  Ins  .ii.pi.r'lioi  cunllne. 

j  I  he  the. rial  ilisiaiely  orili'i.d  out  a  cmopiny  nl  inlflli 
|  try,  iv  In.  mulched  in  llie  id',  million!  and  di -filled  all  the  no 
i  I’lincd,  e.ic.'pl .Hu  I  ho mas,  lor  e  f ■  •  in  seuioli  was  made  lor 
an  111. Ill'  ai.it  a  lli.ll  lie  Was  III.  n  Il.liinl  cooeiah-d  ill  lire 
|  di\.vver  oi  a  bureau  m  l h ■  >  l.mi. ri.hm,  in  iho  alt  piirt  ol 
i  Hie  Iniiil.  llti  and  the  other  pl'moncis  were  tin'll  luali  lie.l 
to  III'*  lol  l  ..ml  pUei  d  ui  eonti  n  iuenl.  The  witues:  >'g, 
some  lei:  or  twelve  in  number,  weio  aide  delumed  at  the 
tort  diiriiu;  last  night. 

(•I  tin*  prisoners  i'houi.in  w »  .  m,*  only  mi.'  who  luid  an) 

1  I'.ii'cnin',  he  hav,t:g  a  sin1. II  v..]if  .*  if  ..  heedliv  i  *  <•  I:- 
J  v  is  eo'il  n.  ii  a  ool  'iioi  .i’in  of  a  Z.  nave,  including  cap,  a 
nuinh.  r  nl  letters  ami  papors  iiim.iip  vvhich  wad  said  lobe 
a  com  mission  in  the  Cuiiluderuic  army.  The  names  of 
those  arrest'  d  w  ith  him  could  not  be  aseerl:.'ned  Iasi  pveu- 
inp.  Ncbl  Green  vvas  brought  up  b)  I.ieut  Carmic.ino  i 
and  tiikeii  in  the  Middle  1’olnv  Siatimi,  vviieid  be  was  lock¬ 
ed  np  fhr  examination.  He  Confesses  that  bo  lelt  this  city 
on  account  of  haring  committed  an  assault  on  a  soldier.  ' 
A  despatch  dated  at  Baltimore  yesterday  says  : 

11  Provost  Marshiil  Keiily,  huv  iug  learned  that  a  suspicious 
schooner — supposed  to  lie  in  the  employ  of  the  piratical 
party  who  seized  the  81.  Nicholas,  and  some  of  wboiu  were 
captured  yesterday — is  now  in  tin*  hay,  pn.bably  uwaiting 
the  return  of  Captain  Tlmmas,  alias  the  ‘  French  I,«dy,’ 
this  morning  took  possession  ol  the  steamer  Chester  just 
1  ns  she  was  about  leaving  nil  her  regular  trip  to  the  Eastern 
.  Shore.  The  passengers  were  put  ntf,  and  a  st|Uad  of  police 
f  mid  soldiers  took  their  place,  and  she  proceeded  dowu  the 
bay  to  m  ike  the  capture.  Captain  Thomas  and  bis  party 
cawt!  from  Fivderii  ksburg  in  this  schooner." 

UNHU002SWTUL  PUSSCIT  07  PUULTAl. 

SFrov'  the  Baltimore  American  of  yesterday. 

We  learn  that  the  steamer  Chester  w&s  taken  possession 
of  at  her  wharf  at  4  o’clock  yesterday  morning,  by  order 
■  of  Provost  Marshal  Keoly,  for  an  expedition  to  the  moujfc 
of  the  Potomac  which  admitted  of  no  delay.  The  Chesty 
was  firing  up  for  her  usual  trip  to  Chestertown,  and  was' 
ready  for  immediate  service.  She  proceeded  directly  to 
Fort  McHenry,  where  Gon.  Banks  had  in  readinees  an  ar*- 
rnament  of  two  2 1-uounders,  au  artillery  company,  an  in¬ 
fantry  company,  ana  a  posse  of  police  officers,  under  Lieut. 
Carmichael  and  officer  Horner,  whioh  were  soon  placed  on 
board,  mid  she  steamed  down  the  river. 

Information  was  received  on  Monday  night  that  Col. 
Richard  Thomas,  (the  French  lady,)  with  his  seven  com¬ 
panions,  had  reached  Fair  Haven  from  a  sohooner,  which) 
had  brought  them  down  the  Rappahannock,  and  was  wait-; 
iug  off  the  mouth  of  the  Potomac  for  some  purpose  in, 
connexion  with  Col.  Thomas's  vieit  to  Baltimore.  Coin 
Kenly,  therefore,  immediately  resolved  to  attempt  her  cap¬ 
ture,  und,  being  unable  to  engage  a  steamer  with  ttm  essen¬ 
tial  secresy,  seized  the  Chester,  as  above  stated^.  JH©  h&4’ 
also  reason  to  believe  that  persons  in  the  city  wefe  in  col¬ 
lusion  with  Col.  Thomas,  whatever  his  designs  msy  have 
been.  J. 

Tho  Chester  did  not  get  off  until  near  7  o'clock,  and  re¬ 
turned  at  midnight,  having  failed  in  capturing  the  schooner. 
She  went  about  six  miles  up  the  Patuxent  river  To  Mill51 
stone  Landing,  and  ascertained  that  the  schooner  had  been 
there  during  the  morning,  having  on  board  about  hirty 
ineu,  all  well  armed  with  bright  muskets.  The  steamer 
remained  at  the  landing  a  couple  of  hours  and  then  return¬ 
ed  to  the  city.  The  gunboat  Beuwood  was  overhauled  and 
put  on  the  track  of  the  schooner,  and  she  will  have  to  keep 
a  ibarp  lookout  to  escape  capture. 

The  following  are  copies  of  papers  found  ou  Col  Thorny 
at  i he  time  ol  his  arrest  at  Fort  McHeury.  It  will  be  seen 
that,  it  was  his  intention  t«  pass  whilst  in  Baltimore  under 
the  assumed  name  of  Col.  R.  T.  Zariaiua  ; 

T he  Commonwealth  of  Kir^faia  to  Richard  Thomas  Za- 
roona,  greeting  . 

Know  you,  that  from  spn  ial  trust  ami  confidence  reposed 
in  your  fidelity,  courage,  and  good  conduct,  our  Governor,  in 
ptusi  anca  oi'  the  HU'honty  weted  indium  by  an  <vrdiaane*^rf 
'r:bo  Convention  of  the  btate  of  V Jrgiuia,  doth  commission  yon* 
a  colonel  iu  the  uctive  volunieer  foices  of  the  State,  to  rank 
us  such  from  the  first  day  of  July,  eighteen  hundred  and  six 
ty-one. 

In  testimony  whereof  I  have  herennto  signed  my  name,  as 
Gove,  nor,  ami  cans;  d  t fie  seal  of  ihe  Commonwealth  to  be 
affixed  this  second  day  of  July,  eighteen  hundred  and  sistty 
one  —  •  .i  — j.  John  Lxtchxh. 

continued 


238 


'..IV.Ilii  j„i  .Jti  !  ,*»«.,,!  I  .,4%  JtmUM 

.1 »  it<.  i  ■  .  itit,  I.  •  I  '. ..  {  l  i  ,  ,j 

"•’> . .  1  >i*‘.  U  l.,<*  .it  »fcl..  I  .,,11 

'  ‘  ''  '  •  tl  |  !.  i 

-*r  v»i«  *  ...*i  ,  ,, 

•hr.'.*.  J  t  .1  I  -I  «ii4  I  ..  !,*,,■,«  „.,h/| 

«».!<  ■■■ff  >,l  ««  !,  j 

lit  *  i  ' 

°  *  1  tl.u.,  ,  ,jy*.  „ 

1  t  'i  Wjlntf  jn  (,.<  t  ,},  /, 

•  “•<»  *•»  ».*.  ,  .  ....  ,  . 

.■It.'  uf  »|n.  i .nil  ;i>  •'  .i  ,  ,  , 

..r  .(  1.1  '.1*  ..  •..»«  >  .  .1  „  •  v.„  .V»4„r^y  P 


i j*  •  ii  1 

•' ' '. *  '1  ;-.h 

i°rf  h,  .  i. 

,'e3*b  oo*  ,  .j. 


Hjii'ji  t«  cinr  .  >  y^atih  am 


*  '  »•  r  *'»  *  <ik  i.y 


— . r  I  ... 

'  ■  •'•?  -iJ  '  •  ■  '-1  M"  W  Ul:  ; J  !,  .,  t  ,. 

Y'KMi.xi  i  4  ■'-‘>*'■1  I. 


’  ’  '  *<«'  .•IIMM.-J  l  tK.  ...  *  :  ,,  „  j 

1  «•  "•  "  i!  i  -Ml  atM,i 

1  '  ' 1  “'»•••"  '<*  >1.1 J-J '(  •  1 1 1 1  J 

■  !"  ■  ■■ ">  v.v  ■  I  ■ .  I » ■  1  i  •#  v  is  I  1 

1  ■•ll  '  ’«  »»«.«'•  ■  t.i't  i  !  ..  T  .1  •  ( 


Y  >  V  .  .J*  JOTMJOOCAT7 


I  l'  ■mkiK  m.  iAt  ....-iT 

1  •  rl  •*  «  ’  *-  >lo  u  to*# I»i  1  T..  .( 

'J-  ^  VcK.i,  ^  J 

I4  **  !>  ibe  MiiiA  MCMioH  eUl 

<'•  »  V  t  [  .  .  .  ...  riQ'jfti  ,  ] 

’ lf'r  an  ,*  ‘  vnu.  4  »■**  i->  j.loiu.jui  ' 

*  '•?  <3  ll.'lid  w  l»U  l  •  oh  ■  U  ...  •,  0 

,  . ,  ,  .*  ,|,v'  "  «i>»  by*  X  * .*/ 

>ja  ,  ny  III  *..;  W  *0  .r  uin  ‘ 

"  *•  *  :•  <4«»1  •.  IK'.*  .  I  «  a 

**  *'  *  -0*l««./a<JV  ...  ;f.  0,;  ,  ■  ,;l 

•  ;-y  •  b.f  »  ,.  «  •„ 

■ 

*  *»*  J»  M  ,V.J*  >.:  >  5  Jl  t V  .J  ...  ..,  ,j 

■  ,fl  ■  i  *«<■!.  ;  •  •  o  ■  . 

^  t»**J  .;iv/  Ou;h 

**  Ui  ■  *•» J'.u  yii.  V.  >d0  I  V 

i>--  '*  •-  ‘ir*  '"  '  *"'  •  *1  rs 

-  •  -*\*^"-,  •  .it*  |»  ...  ■ 

<  '  '  <•  !«'  «  Mil  ■  hwl  -nil 

**  *  '«.  •  v.-aw  !!•  •  i.«  ..., 

•  M  ■  .c.ti/k  -  l  tin  -  .  ..i  ,  j 

‘>,‘l  •.*”•  •'  ■  wi  J.I  it... I  <iw(, 

»>*0r<.*4>l,mot*fl  tv.  ]  lo*,..!:,  ym.a.UtW 

7.  •yiat\h>  •  -  >■  ■ 


•*  -  •  ■ . 

"  1  ■ 

'  ,J  -,j  W-  . . .  t.r  I  •  u„,  -tll  7rf 

'  1  1  ”  •  v;‘  . .  -  '.••■« 

.V  'T  Z  ',"i  '  ■  li  - 

■  *  $ 

- . .  ... 

■  , .  '  .'  "  •’  -  1  '  '  '•*  -o  '  '  . I 

‘  ‘  '  •**  I  »!  '111  I'll  »■  I  „ 

■'*  >  'l“J4  1  If.lr  T.U  ^  (li-, 

•»*»**ll  It  '■<  1  *  r.|..l»  j 

7:  1  t  ••  *  *»  •*  .*..•»  ■ 

*  *•"  ‘•'•"t'  *'  11  J-  I  '  ...  4*  *  •!, , 

4,t  '«-*  ■!,"l  i  ...  .1  •  ,il 

;,JV  i  *;  '*  . . . . .  1  s  -v  .  ..i  .w  it 

•  •  ■ 

,J  '  "  >  -  ■  !•’ 

'  . .  f'J»  '  •*<  tt»o  .1  ,  , 

'  ""  '  I  'hi  I  K|.  a  til  Muff  r.1 


.*  ’*•*  -  I  tl 

«J  »> 


■  :  v  •  '•  m.iu 

h  i  .  i  ....  *  i 


»;in«T  I  ct  it 


8£S 


u: 


City  of  Richmond ,  Virginia,  to  wit :  .  I 

This  day  appeared  before  me,  Joseph  Mayo,  Mayor  of  the 
city  of  Richmond.  Richard  Thomas  Zaroona,  and  qualified  to 
the  within  commission  by  taking  the  oath  prescribed  by  law. 

Given  under  my  hand  this  second  day  of  July,  A.  I).  1861. 

Joseph  Mayo,  Mayor. 

Executive  Department, 
Richmond  July  3,  1861. 

Permit  Col.  R.  T.  Zaroona,  of  the  Potomac  Zouaves,  to  pass 
at  will  free  over  the  roads  and  rivers  of  this  Commonwealth 
upon  his  own  certificate,  and  upon  like  certificate  pass  his 
men  and  baggage. 

All  officers,  civil  an^  military,  will  respect  him  and  gue 
him  such  facilities  as  he  may  require,  in  their  power  to  afford.  ) 

v  order.  S.  Bassett  French, 

*£  Xy  Aid  de-Camp  to  Governor  of  Virginia.  t 

t  :  Approved  :  John  Letcher.  j 

Col.  Thomas  also  had  ahth  him  a  letter  of  credit  on  n  ! 
Baltimore  house  for  the  sum  oF  one  thousand  yonSrs,  de¬ 
claring  that  tihe  check  of  Col.  Znroonrf1’  to  that  amount 
would  be  duly  honored  by  Messrs.  R.  H.  Maury  &  Co.,  of 
Richmond:* 

Col.  Thomas  is  a  son  of  the  late  Hon.  Richard  Thomas, 
of  St.  Mhry’p  county,  for  many  years  President  of  the  Ma¬ 
ryland  Senate,**  and  a  nephew  of  ex-Governor  Jhb.  Thomas. 
We  have  not  ascertained  the  names  of  the  parties  arrested 
with  fiiftr,  but  it  is  believed  that  none  of  them  are  Balti- 


moreaus. 


on  Board  the  Mary  Washington.— We 
lefk^tVttdwF  Miv  Richard  Thomas,  of  St.  Mary’s 
count^/Hlh'd  or  six  other  persons?  were  arrested 
;  on  bhhrdT'  the  steamee,^,  Alary  Washington  as  she 
was  up  the  bsgr  yesterday.  The  charges 

i  against  them  are  believed:  to  be  that  they  were 
concerned  in  the  seizure  of4he  steamer  St.  Nicho¬ 
las  a  few  days  since,  The  qpaftv .\wure  coming  up 
to  the  city  as  passengers,  whpa  t^iey  Twere  pointed 
(  out  by  two  spies  on  bo^rd.tba  boalyiund  as  she 
f  reached  the  wharf  at  ^or%AS.0Heui^'f.  the  boatl 
!  rounded  to  and  they  wer e?  delivered  the  offi-l 

cer  in  commands  .  ...  - 

Presented  fo$  Piracy.-*- The  persons  associ¬ 
ated  with  Richard  Thomas  in  the  capture  of 
the  steamer  St.  Nicholas,  who  were  presented. 

,  for  piracy  by  the  grand  jury  of  the  United. 
States  District  Court  at  the  same  time  witlf 
.  Col.  Thpmas,  are  named  Johnson,  Fitzpatrick 
find  Higgins. ; 

Tti\cci$ed  frojn  Fort 

Hebb.'bf  St.  JVIary’s- county;  who  was  taken 
-  {ir’istmet  with  GoL* Richard? ;Thomasi  fV*cfm  <jn> 
board  the  steamboat  Ma^y'-WasMttgtpnpdpcf 
confined  At  Fort' McHenry,  was  yesterday 

iwmft-ixm  impTimfrwh ,s  ..i, . •,/  i  wr 

Released.  —  Mr.  John  L.  Hebb,  who  has  been  ctfn* 
fined  in  Fort  McHenry  since  the  arrest  of  Colonel 
Richard  Thomas,  was  released  on  Saturday  last,  by 
order  of  General  Banks.  Mr.  Hebb  is  a  resident  of 
St.  Mary’s  county,  and  was  a  passenger  on  the 
Mary  Washington  oh  the  trip  on  which  Colonel 
Thomas  was  taken  prisoner,  and  on  reaching  Fort 
Alcllenry  was  arrested  because  he  exhibited  much 
|  familiarity  with  Col.  Thomas  on  the  way  up  the 
bay.  He  bad  known  Col.  Thomas  for  many  years, 
but  was  not  one  of  the  Colonel’s  party  on  the  occa¬ 
sion.  -  ~ 
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<  oIom  !  /uwonii.. 

i  AJtncLL.\i:s  or  a  i> ...m a kka pur.  nn:f 

The  Pm  t  Tobacco  (Md.)  Timex  $ddi  *omo  >i«Kvi^f4# 
»»*«  partienlars  ol  the  life  or  tho  late  Colomd 
Thomas,  or  Colonel  Zaivona,  whoso  ileat’.i  oti 
l"rli  instant  has  been  briefly  noted.  It  says: 

i'ho  deeoajv'd  was  a  son  of  Richard  Thomas.  ,. 

Si.  Mary’s,  formerly  President  of  the  Senato-of  Mary 
lard,  and  also  a  nephew  of  Governor  JnniQA  Thomas. 

IP  w  <s  of  a  roving  and  adventurous  disposition,  a  ml 
had  paosed  much  of  his  life  abroad,  having  been  in 
manly  all  parts  of  the  world.  v.t  one  time  ho  served 
-auder  ( .’arihaldi, and  u  v.us  whilst  in  this  service  in  it 
mi  assumed  t.,c  name  ni  /.n  unucr  %  • 

all ci ward  went. 

In  the  early  part  of  the  war  lie  became  quite 
spleruHin  lor  his  connection  with  the  capture  of 
steamer  St.  Nicholas,  a  favorite  Potomac  boat. 

<  i reu mst anc.OK  of  the  capture  wore  fuilv  publishm 
Hie  lime  l»y  all  the  papers,  hut  as  a  reminiscence  ^ 
republish  the  following  account  taken  ny  us  at  the'-* 
time  from  the  Baltimore  Exrkange  of  July  2,  3SCl«ii 
'i'lfe  Exchange  was  afterward  suppressed  and  si;ha«J^ 
ijuently  reissued  as  tbo  Ga/.httc.  Wequote: 

The  St.  Nicholas,  on  In, r  last  trip  from  Baltimore* 
took  on  hoard  as  a  passenger  a  French  lady  of  da 
complexion,  of  rather  masculine  features,  but 
ijuiel  1 1 1 a u 1 1 c is ,  I'liefo  were  also  a  number  of  p 

arii.ee: s  win*  were  pi  acceding  to  different  points  . 

•  >hc  i’otomac.  At  x\*int  Lookout,  two  more  oases? 
fgers  wove  also  taken  on  hoard.  Soon  after  this, 

UUjJa middle  1^  the  night,  the  Fym^li  woman  ha 
r^nred  for  a  IV  w  moments  to  hoHdatVroom.  gnchi; 
enjorged,  her  wig  and  putticoatA  dolled,  in  i'ullv 
tary  costume,  with  revolvers  and  cutlass  by  herkt 
Twenty-five  passengers  drew  revolvers  at  tiiesaL 
time,  and  in  u  trice  oil  ice  rs  and  view  wire  maildu 
prisoners.  Tno  boat  was  put  m  the  charge  of  tbo  ' 
the  Point  Lookout  passengers,  wlio  proved 

to  be  retired  navv  oiheera.  The  steamer  wa^i. 
then  run  into  Cone  river,  on  the  Virgin' IV 

oidv,  w  licrc  iiio  i*a.ssfogers,  who  wore  i  reatea~  1 1 

great  c.ivi-Uy,  were  all  lauded,  and  a  company  of  rum 
^Sniidred  Tennesseeans  were  taken  aboard.  Tno  St? 
T^imlas  then  headed  up  the  river  in  search  of  lb© 
Piwuee.  it  being  part  of  i. ho  programme  of  this  gal- 
hitot  young  Coh.nei,  tor  sueli  he  is,  to  run  into  i tie. 
Pawnee.,  falo-  her  by  nniyu  ise,.  leap  on  board  and  talk') 

'  b»**< s mi -tri'+n-c. g  nine  10  lihd  tll*‘  \vd"c?*,,l4 

the  St.  Nicholas  mi  ned  aou  Hle.iiu  d.  for  the  L  -  , 
Ihd  ween  Smith’s  Point  and  the  Uuppahanock  ti.si  i 
steamer  fell  in  at  dirVyent  times  with  tliroe  vessel  ,  ^ 

•  mo  loaded  with  conee,  one  with  coal  and  one  wii a  j 
ice.  Those  were  all  captured  and  taken  to  Frede-  < 
ricksburg.  wlicre  the  heroes  of  this  achievement  wcti 
received  witii  military  houois.  j 

Afterward  Golem*  1  /airvoua,  with  that  rcckleasu^^v  J 
which  cuaraul oi  l/.e<l  him,  attempted  to  go  to  Ra]!  / 
more  on  uuo  of  the  Patuxent  steamers,  but  bein;  : 
recognised  by  houio  United  States  oflleers  who  j1 
boarded'  the  boat  at  Fair  Haven,  ah  attempt  wa-.J 
made  to  arrest  him,  but  lie  was  not  to  b&Jouud.  Tlm£ 
boat  WU3  ordered  to  stop  at  Fort  McHenry,  when  ar 
more  inorougu  seaici*  being  uiado  I»o  oat,  firmllr  V  ~ 
covered  concealed  iu  a  bureau  iu  rhe  ladie.V 
cabin.  lie  was  kept  in  ©lose  confinement  T until? 
removed  to  Fort  Lafaybtte,  where  he  was 
^cpt  for  a  long  lime.  It  was  sard 
he  was  txwflned.  in  a  jtfavk  dungeon, 
.‘and  otherwise  treated  with  great  and  unnecessary 
/cruelty.  His  health  dually  gave  wav,  and  ho  v.i* 
released.  He  tlicu  went  abroad  aud  remained  unt.i: 
the  close  of  the  war.  He  never  recovered  from  the/ 
effects  of  his  imprisonment,  and  for  some  time  f  .wh 
his  health  had  been  very  precarious.  Ho  was  a  sin 
man,  and  aged  about  forty.  * 

The  Beacon,  in  an  editorial  notice  of  the  death  o£  ’» 
.Colonel  Zarvona.  says;  5  < 

;  “Though  of  wandering  habit  a ,n4  somewhat,  or-  ^ 
ruLiadisnositian.  the  Colonel’s  iutegfitv. of  clmi-::olor.  • 
koffif  souse  of  honor,  urbanity  ofJptaOTet  and  ch  ya.ri©  I 
bearing,  won  him  many  warnjrntHMtd*  adi  '.i.  •«.  < 
oh  which  pcMher  the  writer:!*  piquil  icfiv  .mo  mm-  . 
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'For  the  Baltimore  Sun.] 

.  Tlio  Capture  of  the  Steamer  At. 

Nicholas. 

Messrs.  Editors:  I  have  read  one  or  tvfr6  arti¬ 
cles  In  the  newspapers,  copied  from  the  Port 
Tobacco  Times,  which,  in  alluding  to  the  death 
of  the  late  gallant  Col.  Thomas,  or  Zarvona.  are 
calculated  to  lead  to  an  erroueoue  Idea  of  the 
capture  of  the  St.  Nicholas  and  of  the  officers 
of  tbo  Confederate  navy  concerned  therewith.* , 
Having  been  an  eye  witness  i  vouch  for  tha 
truth  of  the  following  account: 

Captain  George  N.  Hollins,  in  Juno,  1851,  was 
in  command  of  the  United  States  frigate  S.us- 
qnehanna,  in  the  Mediterranean  squadron.  iU 
was  ordered  to  the  United  StateB.  and  arrived  in 
Boston  JuDeti,and  immediately  tendered  hisrea^  1 
iguation.  lie  was  not  a  retired  officer.  June  18  he 
left  Baltimore  in  the  Bieamer  Mary  Washington 
.  for  Richmond,  via  the  Potomac.  On  reacting. 
St.  Mary’s  county  he  went  to  the  estate  'of  a 
prominent  gentleman,  when  he  (II.)  suggested 
the  idea,  which  originated  entirely  With  him- 
eelf,  of  seizing  the  St.  Nicholas  and  manning 
,  ber  with  volunteers,  and  then  proceeding  to  cap¬ 
ture  the  Uuited  States  steamer  Pawnee,  captain 
Ward,  a  vessel  that  annoyed  the  boats  crossing 
the  Potomac  to  Virginia.  *  The  plan  or  proposi¬ 
tion  was  diiconraged  owing  to  the  number  of 
Union  men  thereabouts’.  Flolllna^joased  the 
Potomac  in  an  op^n  boat,  and  aftefWbding  was 
d'riven  by  a  gentleman  in  an  open  buggy  to 
Fredericksburg,  where  he  arrived  at  0  P.  M.~ 
Next  morning  he  went  to  Riahraond,  and  imme-  ! 
diaiely  on  his  arrival  reported  to  the  Secretary 
of  the  Confederate  States  navy  and  received  bis 
♦Omml^ion  a_a  caalAin  in  the  C.  S.  N  He  theuj, 
ff  went  to  the  bureau  of  details,  aud  nV£«ring  tneriTsi- 
'  many  of  his  old  friends,  openly  and  nnsnepi  >j 
h  ciouelj  stated  *■ .!•  views  and  plans,  whlch-were  4 
l^diBConraged  and  he  was  told  “that  Mr.  Mallory  i 
''  would  never  agree  to  them,  hot  that  tho  Governor  | 
would.”  Re  got  Mallory’s  permission  to  make  . 
application  to  tho  Governor.  He"  immediately 
proceeded  to  Governor  Letcher  and  made  his 
proposition.  It  war  promptly  agreed  to  and  tbo 
Governor  placed  at  Holl’ns'B  disposal  a  draft  for 
oue  thousand  dollars,  for  the  purpose  or  procu¬ 
ring  arms,  &c..  from  the  North. 

Governor  Letcher  then  and  there  introduced  to 
Capt.  Hollins  Col.  Thomas,  or  Zarvona,  as  a  per- 
eon  who  could  be  trusted  to  proceed  North  aod 
_  procure  the  arms,  or  to  transact  business  requir¬ 
ing  secrecy  and  dispatch. 

That  same  afternoon  HoIIIdb  returned  to 
Fredericks  ourg,  aud  from  thence  to  Poiut  Look¬ 
out,  passl ng  acioss  through  Maryland  with  his, 
two  sons  aud  seven  men.  in  an  open  wagdPfi 
through  a  pouring  rain,  to  Point  Lookout,  where 
tho  St.  Nicholas  touched  ou  her  way  to  Wash¬ 
ington.  After  reaching  the  Maryland  side  Hob* 
liue  signed  the  draft  for  a  thousand  dollars  ai^S 
gave  it  to  Col.  Thomas,  or  Zarvona,  who  took  it 
and  proceeded  to  Baltimore  aud  Philadelphia  foT*~ 
arms,  &c. 

Capt.  Hollins  directed  Col.  T.  to  try  and  get 
as  many  men  as  possible  to  join  him  on  his  re¬ 
turn  to  Point  Lookout,  where  thoy  agreed  to 
meet.  On  the  night  appointed  Capt.  Hollins 
and  party  went  on  board  tho  St.  Nicholas  at 
Point  Lookout,  where  he  aCfcince  perceived  Col. 
Thomas  Jo  the  diegulee  of  a  French  lady.  11c 
bad  taken  the  precaution  of  putting  the  arms  in 
large  trunks  such  as  milliners  use  for  packing. 

A  signal  and  plan  of  operations  were  agreed  od. 

In  a  few  minutes  after  leaving  the  wharf  llol- 


llue  gave  the  preconcerted  signal,  wh«n-  G**- 
trunks  were  thrown  open,  the  men  arming 
themselves.  Col.  T.  having  gone  in  the  mean¬ 
time  to  change  his  dress. 

Capt.  H.  seized  a  Sharpe's  rifle  and  pair  of  pis¬ 
tols,  ran  to  the  wheel-house,  and  laying  his 
hands  on  the  captain’s  shoulder,  told  him 
he  captured  him  and  his  boat  in  the  name  of 
the  Confederate  States,  and  ordered  him.  the  cap¬ 
tain,  (Kirwin  was  bis  name,  1  tbiuk.)  to  take  the 
boat  over  to  Cone  river,  which  he  refused  to  do,  ^ 
and  Capt.  Hollins  tofd  him  he  would  burn  the  j 
boat  if  he  did  not.  He  said  he  was  not  a  pilot*, 
but  Hollins  said  he  knew  he  could  pilot  her 
over;  but  another  man  was  foaDd  who  did  pilot 
-her  to  ConeTriyf'j.  An  hour  or  tt^o after  landing 
there  they  were  joined  by  a  body  of  Confeder¬ 
ate  soldiers,  under  command  of  Capt.  Lewis. 
C.  S.  navy.  > 

At  that  point  Hollins  read  in  the  Baltimore 
papers  of  the  death  of  Capt.  Ward,  of  the  Paw¬ 
nee,  he  having  been  killed  while  shelling  at 
Matthias  Point.  All  the  gunboats  had  gone  up 
to  Washington  that  the  officers  might  attend 
Ward  s  funeral,  leaving  the  Potomac  compara¬ 
tively  unguarded. 

Deeming  it  unsafe  to  remain  where  he  was, 
Hollins  decided  to  take  the  steamboat  to  Fred¬ 
ericksburg,  aud  ran  out  in  the  Chesapeake  bay. 
where  ho  saw  a  line,  large  brig;  he  ran  along¬ 
side  of  her,  when  she  proved  to  ba  the  brig 
Monticello,  from  Rio,  loaded  with  coffee.  He 
-captured  the  brig,  put  Lieut  Rohert  Minor,  a 
meritorious  and  gal  ant  young  officOT7(aud  never 
a  retired  one,)  in  command,  with  order*  to  take 
ber  to-  Fredericksburg.  The  coffee  was  mqsl 
acceptable  in  Richmond,  where  it  w%S  {t|reidy  * 
scarcity  and  a  luxury. ,  In  an  hour  or 
Una  captured  another  prize,  a  schooner  fhaeu  with 
from  Boston,  bound  to  Washington.  An 
officer  and  prize  crew-were  put  ou  bpard  of  her 
and  s$e  was  ientnip  to  Frederickjbprg. 

The  schooner  got  to  Richmond  ijust  in  time, 
The  elek  firtdVouuded  iQ  ih©  hospitals  were  in 
core  neod  o$  the  if$.  . 

The  ioal  of  the  at.  Nicholas  vjMfc early  ex¬ 
hausted*  aud"!Htf)inB  had  just  orderW  the  engi¬ 
neers  to  Are  upjwlth  the  cabin  furniture  or  any 
other  araliables  when  another  Vessel  bore  in 
sight.  -It  proved  to  be  a  brig  loaded  with  coal 
for  Boifyun.  She  was  also  captured.  After  filling 
up  wittrspal  ne  took  her  in  tow  and  went  up  t  q  ; 
Freder;<odBa4jig,  Ijeir.i?  Tearful  of  remaining  , 
lonS^^jSJJTbis  charge  aud  not  being  possessed  j 
olafeif  mtans  of  defense. 

-’'crTtn  coffee  sold  well,  but  the  Monticello*  be¬ 
longing  to  the  well  known  firm  of  Spence  & 
Held,  of  Baltimore,  was  returned  to  them,  as  the 
Confederacy  look  no  prizes  from  Baltimoreans. 

The  foregoing  is  a  correct  account  of  the  cap¬ 
ture  of  the  St.  Nicholas.  The  credit  (if  there  be 
any)  is  equally  due  to  Hollins  aud  his  party  as 
to  Col.  Thomas.  Nor  do  we  wish  tp  diminish 
^one  iota  of  the  credit  justly  due  to  Col,  Zarvona 
'or  Thomas,  that  brave  and  gallant  young  offi¬ 
cer  “wbo  being  dead  yet  speaketfi,”  lint  that  the^ 
Tort  Tobacco  Times  having  said  ho  was  joined 
toy  a  party  of  retired  navy  officers,  we  feel  com 
pellea  to  render  a  tardy  jngtico  to  all. 

Neither  Cant.  Holliuanor  Lieut.  Robert  Minor,  > 
nor  Lieut.  Sims,  norfSLieut.  Thoroum,  who  a  ' 
corapanied  thorn,  everlRtte  Retired  in  any  servlc 

even  if  the,  t 
ation  onne’ NavyTlegisier 
the  present  year  would  prove  to  any  Judge  lj 
there  is  a?  good  material  registered  there  as  r 
graced  tho  active  list  of-aay  naval  service  in’ 
world.  *  * 
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-  '  ..{.For  the  Baltimore  San.]  *%?S 
The  Warrcnton  (\  a.)  True  Index  of  I  net  week  , 
contains  no  article  purporting  to  be  a  true  state*  m 
lncnt  of  the  capture  of  t Lie  steamer  St.  NichcUs/ 1 
p’.jmg  bctwoeu  Baltimore  and  Washington,  in  ] ^ 
the  early  part  of  the  late  civil  war,  which  is  bo 
very  crronoons  r.r.d  at  the  same  time  unjust  to 
tli®  leading  ej  irit  in  the  nCf-ur,  Co).  Richard 
Thomne  Zarvona,  whose  doath  in  St.  Mary  a 
county,  Md.,  has  been  recently  Announced,  thai 
a  brief  recital  of  tuo  facts  in  ths  caso  serine  no- 
ceesary  in  vindication  cf  the  “truth  of  hUtorv.”  ! 
The  True  Index  r  Ten .:.g  to  the  capturs  of  !he- 
fct.  Nicholas,  s.tye  * 

**I)epo»itir»:'.i  which  wore  taken  to  be  mrd  ii 
a  suit  pending  in  Ki<  iimou-’.  brought  by  tno  real 
cap  torn  to  ic-.'Vci  \  luud  originating  in  the  cap- 
eposil’iry  aud  distributee,  ex 

an  act  ve 


me  jusn,  which,  ns  Uov.  Letcher  eaye.  ‘  was  U> 
t:o  to  Baltimore,  unite  with  him  tec  or  a  uo/.-u 
rc^o-nta.  daring  youftg  men,  lake  passage  on  the 
Si..  Nicholas,  aud  at  a  given  signal  take  control 
of  her,  r.rrt  depose  the  ofii'era.  Thomas  assum¬ 
ing  the  command.  The  St  Nicholas  was  said 
to  be  the  mail  boat  on  Which  were  tarried  the 
inuiis  of  li. e  Pawnee,  and  was  iu  the  habit  of 
ruuuiug  alongside  of  her  ia  tin*  uijjbt  fua  dis- 
charging  the  mail.  This  was  the  achome,  aud 
wn  ail  considered  it  feasible.”  .  . 

Tnc  (iueetiou  was  then  discussed  ^as  to  the 
maimer  of  executing  the  plan,  when  it  was 
ai/re  vd  that  tbs  Confederato  Secretary  of  the 
Navy  was  to  b«  called  on  to  furnish  the  neeea- 
rarv  number  of  Colt  s  navy  pinto  e  and  a  sup- 


•'  tint  ' /■<:  voiit’  r'aycd 
Ij  uni  i  .ut  exploit 


tore  fi<>m  viic 
.  p.o-ic  th..  bain* 
jn:  t  u.  ill  is  ir:;l 

“  l  i  c  ..adit  ot  cor.cc.  *  in;  it  belong?  to  (.'ou,  . 
1  iloliiue,  of  Bjltimoic.  a:.d  tbe  rniceuBtul  oxectfW 
.  f  .ou  i  t  it  to  hiiu,  acBialcu  h\  I.icutenaut  Charles J 
.  s,m?.  of  Fauquur,  l.ieuteuaui  Tborhuru,  oij 
i  r-vgcricktii-irg.  and  thu  ate  J  Lutvnant  Rubsr'J 
1).  .Minor,  of  Richmond.”  I 

it  then  t-aye  '.hat  Commodore  Hollins  «ugge4j-| 
rd  the  stationing  of  a  detachment  of  “old  sa1;s'  “ 
nf.d  some  infantry,  “supported  by  a  Acctloa  o£ 
crtilicry,”  iu  the  mouth  of  Lon*  river,  and  that' 
when  tho  stmmer  next  atartsd  on  ter  accna-i 
%<r«ed  trip  between  Baltimore  ar.d  Washington 
12  >JL_P  a  ,  an  d  ft  pen ,  h  / 

•■*;ank-f>Inul:  w.ie  t'utowo^wal  at  lods  nvdlf 
f  Co  ifcm-Tates.  revulvcre  iu  hiud,  rushed  pet f- 
!  lurli  on  obaru  before  brr  engines  could  be  red 
'  versed,  overp?»w.ered  ortlcers  dud  ersw.  and  took 
I  the  steamer  as  lawful  prize.  C>>uimo4ors  llot-j1 
'  line  at  once  at- (lining  command.” 

Now,  the  true  story  of  the  capture  of  tbs  St. 
j  Nicholas  te  loo  well  known  in  Baltimore,  where 
!  some  of  those  who  too*  part  ia  tne  snterprie# 
still  icsldci,  fer  aucli  &  Btatemeut  as  the  above  to 
,  pass  ut contradicted.  Though  it  is  true  that 
Commodore  llo. Bus  toou  part  iu  tho  a.Tuir  aud 
.  subsequently  commanded  the  captured  sloatner, 

'  Lewaanotthe  originator  of  the  enterprise.  A 
!  letter  ju»t  published  by  cx-Governor  Letcher. 

1  oi  Vlruluia,  gives  a  truo  version  of  the  aflalr  as 
far  aa  tho  letter  goes,  showing  the  whole  con¬ 
niption  of  the  hold  intcrpriea  to  have  teen  with 
,  Xarvono.and  that  the  taking  possession  of  the 
ht.  Nicholas  wrt6  only  a  pttlumnary  atep  look¬ 
ing  to  the  capture  of  the  l  uitod  States  war 
steamer  Pawnee,  operatiug  in  the  i’otomac. 

Gov.  Letcher  says  that  Col.  Kicba*l  Thomas 
>  srrived  iu  Richmond,  N'u  ,  shortly  after  the 
breaking  out  of  tho  war.  accompanied  by  Capt. 
U.  W.  AleiHuder.  of  Baltimore,  tad  they  at 
once  tendered  their  serviceo  to  the  Confederacy 
through  tho  Governor.  A  few  dayt  after  his  ar- 
;  rivai  thora  Thomas  stated  to  the  Governor  that 
he  hail  a  plan  lor  the  capture  of  the  l’awuee.  a 
federal  man-of  war  then  operating  in  the  1’oto- 
nutc  near  Acquis  C'icck,  which  was  causing  con- 
^-hltrable  anuoyanco  to  the  L’oufrdci ate  forces 
,!  -  latiuued  thera  and  at  Matthias  a  l'oint.  The 
»|  Li:y  after  the  auggeetion  was  made  a  council 
v.  is  bold,  iu  which  Commodore  Matthew  F. 

{  >' miry  purtieipated,  At  which  Thomas  unfolded 


mCUIUIl,  IIIUU,  w 

Uk)  await  the  ar 
Fv«b  from  balm 
LTbctnaa  came 


pl>  o',  ammunition,  cutlapses.  &c.,  to  arm  as 
many  rncu  as  the  reeiel  could  cairy.  Ail  these 
tbinrs  w-.re  promptly  furnished  and'eent  ou  to 
Fri'de  leksburg.  The  Sacretarj  of  \N'ar  ordered 
General  iioirnep,  commanding  at  Fredericks- 
to  select  srx  hundred  oi  his  reliable 
roops.  who  should  be  scut  to  the  mouth  of 
Cone  river  by  an  hour  to  be  agreed  up;  n, aud  who 
should  carry  with  them  the  arrue  sent  up  by  the 
{■Secretary  of  tho  Navy.  The  St.  Nicholas  was  to 
•  be  i here  and  receive  &o  many  of  the  troops  as 
could  bo  uacd  lu  boarding  and  securing  too 
i  r*nnee. 

,  1 .li-aiitimc,  in  planning  the  aflair,  Commodore 

(».  N.  lluilins  baa  been  consulted,  and  it  was 
•jagr-ed  that  Thomas,  who  was  duly  comrais- 
'  eioued,  should  proceed  to  Baltimore,  whilst 
j  Uolilne,  who  had  also  received  a  Confederuta 
corarn  ssioD,  was  to  go  to  l’oint  Lookout,  there  j 
arrival  of  ThomaB  on  the  St.  Nicbo-  I 
more.  In  pursuance  of  this  planj 
to  this  cii.v,  and  ic*a  few  , 

*j:-o«err;ed  id  •uiistlng  ten  daring  young  men.  , 
rand  from  one  of  these  the  foil  owing  further  ac- 

-41  llt’UI  '■*'  >  ‘  MS  s  *  M«  y  »!■  ‘ 

pj  These  young  men  were  informeu  that  they 
wer«  to  amlertaka  a  dangerous  mission  in  tne  , 
interest  of  the  Confederacy,  though  the  particu- 
Wra  of  the  batardoos  enterprise  on  which  they  j 
wore  about  to  embark  was  not  communicated  to  • 
them  at  the  time,  with  perhaps  a  single  excep-  , 
lion.  Thomae,  who  was  a  small,  neat  man,  die-  i 
ed'immiitfdn  femaiw  attire,-  andtri*  things-- 
being  ready,  on  the  28th  of  J une,  18bl,  took  pas-  • 
age  on  the  St.  Nicholas  for  Washington,  regis¬ 
tering  as  “Madam  LaForie,”  basins  wiib  him  , 

ieveral  trunks,  auDpoeed  to  be  the  make  up  of  a  , 
tdy’s  werdrobe.  but  really  containing  Colt's  i 
evolrcrs,  breaeb-loadiDg  rides  aud  terribly  long 
knives,  wRb  which  to  aim  his  crew  tvheu  the 
frpportuue  moment  arrived.  The  men  enlisted 
iu  his  service  appeared  and  took  passage  on  the 
steamer  as  “harvest  bauds”  in  quest  of  employ¬ 
ment  in  the  grain  fields  along  the  Potomac,  which 
were  now  ripening.  The  vessel  having  steamed 
arouncf  to  the  month  of  the  Potomac  and  made 
.a  lauding  at  Point  Lookout,  Commodore  IIol- 
Jios,  his  two  sons,  Captaiu  U.  W.  Alexander  and 
a  man  namod  Samuel  l'atem  boarded  the  SL 
Nicholas,  their  destination  ostensibly  being 
Washington  city,  though  really  it  was  part  of 
the  arrangement,  as  above  stated,  with  Tbomas  : 

Shat  liolllua  and  Alexander  should  meet  him  at  . 
his  point. 

Whsa  Iloliins  made  his  appearance  In  the  ■ 
Jbabin  he  failed  for  some  time  to  recognize  ^ 
j  /Thomas,  but  observing  that  the  ladlce  were  eye-  . 
•  Ting  somewhat  suspiciously  au  elegantly  dreesed.j 
f  "female,”  who  was  sitting  eome  distance  frod^T 

/the  oibrTs,  bo  approached  nail  recoguized  the 
hero  of  the  enterprise.  Tble  was  at  1  o'clock,  at  > 
night,  and  tho  vessel  having  moved  oQ'  from  the 
lanulng,  the  men  who  bad  abipped  in  tho  enter-  I 
prise  were  duly  informed  of  what  was  on  baud.  ! 
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•iud  cl i rficiea  to  repair  to  tbe  cabiu,  where  they 
round  Thomae  in  full  zouave  uniform,  who 
;  quickly  opened  his  trunks  and  distributed  th- 
1  aririB,  and  placed  tbe  meu  at  their  posts,. 

which  II ol  1  i us  and  himself  waited  upon  thi 
*  |rdn  of  tho  boat,  informed  him  of  the  con "  ( 

Of  affaire,  and  demanded  Its  surrender,  i 
on  h  full  understanding  of  the  case,  wia 
complied  with.  At  thiB  point  John  I  v, >£■ 

I  Baltimore  pilot,  who  was  one  of  tho  ten  c..'* 

|  meu,  and  the  ouly  one  t  f  tho  party  of  to* 

'  had  previously  a  knowledge  of  the  object  oZ : 

i  A’utO'v  t .  r. ,  4-^  -f  o?  -*«r  'wri-'n — *  ■ 

1  Commodore  Uollius  was  tho  besrer  of  tutelil- 4 

1'  ceocc  to  Thomas  or  the  frustration  of  the  plan  , 
for  the  capture  of  the  l’awueo,  for  only  the  day 
previous,  while  ougaged  in  shelling  tho  Confed*  1 
{  erata  forces  opposite  Matthias  i'oiut,  the  cap- 
J  tain  of  the  man-of-war  had  been  killed  by  a 
:  Confederate  ri daman,  and  the  vessel  had  steamed 
j  up  to  Washington,  taking  tho  body  of  the  dead 
{  commander.  The  newly-installed  piioi  of  tho  1 
i  Dt.  Nicholas  was  then  directed  to  head  for  the  * 
mouth  of  Cone  river,  which  was  reached  at  two  > 
o  clock  iu  the  morning,  where  about  thirty  of  ■' 
Gen.  Holmes’s  command  were  taken  on  Lou:  j’*' 

'  But  thu  True  Index  is  in  error  iu  stating  that  t 
1  there  was  a  section  of  artillery  present,  or  that 
|  there  was  a  “rush  of  Confederates,  revolvers  in  1 
baud,”  on  board,  for  the  vessel  had  beeu  cap-  ■ 
tured  an  hour  before,  p.nd  was  then  lu  command  ‘ 
of  Commodore  liollius.  supported  by  Col. 
Thomas  aud  the  meu  enlisted  lu  Baltimore.  The 
St.  Nicholas  then  steamed  down  tho  bay.  seizing  1 
‘  several  merchantmen,  which  wero  towed  up  tho  t 
,  Rappahannock  to  Fredericksburg,  Ya.,  and  the  i 
cargoes  there  landed.  4 

if  jyVheu  Thomas  retnrnod  to  Richmond  Gov.** 

1  -Tocher  states  that  'he  was  commissioned  colo- ' 
nel  in  the  Confederate  service,  and  thinking  the 
Northern  people  had  become  exceedingly  bitter 
.against  him  because  of  hie  participation  in  the 
capture  of  the  St.  Nicholas,  at  his  request  his 
name  was  changed  by  an  oct  of  the  Virginia 
l  egislature  from  Richard  Thomas  to  Richard 
’  Thomae  Zarvona.  In  the  letter  above  quoted 
j  front,  ex-Goveruor  Letcher  pays  a  high  tribute 
to  Col.  Zarvona  as  a  most  Interesting  and  extra-  j 
ordinary  man.  possessed  of  a  very  fine  intellect,  ' 

1  greatly  improved  by  cultivation,  and  as  an  ofli-  I 
cei^bravo  aa  the  bravest,  cool,  sagacious  and  f 
intrepid.  ,  J 

'  Zarvona  bad  resided  much  in  France  and  oiuer  4 
parts  or  Europe  prior  to  the  war.  J 

•.Captain  Alexander,  who  figured  in  tho  origin  , 
of  the  affair  as  above,  when  last  heard,  from  waa 
Wt  Memphis.  "Term.,  where  during  rtu  Tritaw* 
fever  scourge  two  yeafs  ago.  a9  an  officer  of  the, 
tit.  Audrew’e  Society,  iho  being  of  Scotch  do-* 
scent, )  he  stood  ehouldor  to  shoulder  with  the  j 
moBt  devoted  iu  serving  and  saving  the  victims  * 
or  the  nestilence. 

Cui&mm^9  Hollins,  as  onr  citizens  know,  is  ■ 
'  now  an  ^jlSder  of  tho  City  Court  of  Ba.timorc, 
i  having  HflUtPsly  accepted  the  position  when 
|  tendered  by  his  friend,  the  late  Judge  Scott.  ^ 
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Co'i.  HJohard  Thomas  Z;>.  .mi  of  Mat- 
taponjr,  and  the  Famous  Capture  of 
the  St.  Nicholas. 


In  the  days  when  the  Popish  lords  of 
Baltimoro  ruled  over  the  fair  province  of 
Maryland  and  held  their  vice-regal  court  in 
the  city  of  Annapolis,  it  was  the  custom  of 
the  wealthy  planters,  after  spending  the  gay 
season  in  town,  to  retire  to  their  mansions  on 
their  plantations  during  the  hot  months  of 
the  year,  where  they  continued  the  hospitality 
which  had  given  Annapolis  the  reputation 
of  being  the  gayest  city  in  America.  My 
Lord  Baltimore  would  himself  set  the  fash¬ 
ion.  Leaving  the  Governor’s  house  with  a 
large  retinue  of  servants,  he  would  take  to  his 
boat,  and  retire,  wind  and  tido  willing,  to  the 
groves  of  Mattapony. 

Mattapony  was  one  of  tho  most  famous 
country  seats  in  the  colony.  Originally  an  In¬ 
dian  village,  it  became  a  Jesuit  outpost  and 
then  tho  home  of  Counsellor  Henry  Sewell. 
During  the  days  when  that  firebrand  Coodo 
threw  the  colony  into  civil  war,  Col.  Darnell 
and  Sswell  had  held  tho  old  house  against 
him  for  days,  and  then  it  had  seen  Charles, 
tho  third  Lord  Baltimore,  come  riding  with 
whip  and  spur  from  St.  Inegoes  a-courting 
tho  beautiful  daughter  of  the  house.  The  wed¬ 
ding  that  followed  wras  a  very  grand  affair,  and 
for  many  a  long  year  afterwards  Mattapony 
was  the  favorite  country  seat  of  the  Balti- 
mores,  until  durjng  tho  life  of  Frederick,  tho 
last  and  most  dissoluto  of  them,  It 
passod  out  of  their  hands  and  came  about  a 
century  ngointo  the  possesion  ~>i  the  Thomas 
family,  than  whom,  as  the  saying  is,  no  fami¬ 
ly  of  bluer  blood  lived  in  all  Saint  Mary’s. 
Tho  mansion  was  a  very  long  brick  building, 
with  vast  verandas,  grown  old  and  gray  with 
time.  It  was  built  upon  a  knoll,  a  park  of 
primeval  trees  stretching  away  on  every  side, 
falling  now  into  little  valleys  and  again  pawn¬ 
ing  knoll  after  knoll  in  tho  distance,  whil^  in 
the  dales  could  bo  seen  the  glimmer  of  the 
sunlight  as  it  fell  upon  a  lake  or  pond.  From 
the  great  porch  to  the  shore  of  ihe  Patuxent 
stretched  a  beautiful  old-fashioned  garden 
five  acres  in  extent,  with  its  gravelled  walks 
an<  >ors  almost  buried  beneath  the  flow¬ 
ers.  And  then  tho  splendid  harbor  formed  by 
the  Patuxent  just  before  it  enters  the  bay  lay 
before  you,  and  beyond  that  the  waters  of  the 
Chesapeake  flashed  in  the  sunlight  for  miles, 
until  they  were  lost  in  the  distance. 
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Such  was  Mattapony  for  many  years  before 
and  at  tho  outbreak  of  the  civil  war.  one  of 
the  loveliest  old  places  on  tho  western  shore. 
When  the  shadow  of  that  gieut  struggle  fell 
over  the  land,  tho  slave-holding  gentry  of 
i  Saint  Mary’s  and  tho  lower  counties  v.ero  ' 
heart  and  soul  for  tho  Southern  cause,  and  j 
none  were  more  so  than  Col.  Thomas  of 
Mattapony.  His  ancestors  had  stood  shoulder 
to  shoulder  on  tho  day  tiro  Maryland  line  made 
its  famous  charge  at  tho  battle  of  Long  Isl¬ 
and,  and  the  same  rebel  blood  that  flowed  in 
veins  flowed  in  those  of  the  colonel 

a  he's  son.  Col.  Richard  Thomas,  or  Zarvo- 
j-iaa;  as  he  wa^af  ter  wawi&djft'ileclll'  ioung  ihoC 
p  mafiltad  become  noted,  ^en  when  he  was  a  • 
mef$  poy,  among  the  hard-rtding,  hard-drink-  ! 
ing  young  planters  of  St.  Mary’s,  for  his  reck¬ 
less  courage  and  dash.  Ho  was  always  the 
first  in  at  the  death,  a  splendid  sailor,  and  a 
dead  shot;  but  even  the  exciting  sports  cf  the 
planters  lost  borne  of  their  interest  when  he 
rend  of  the  exploits  of  emribului,  who  w at 
that  time  startling  Europe.  They  stirred  tho 
spirit  of  adventure  In  young  Thomas,  which 
finally  became  so  strong  that  when  he  was 
barely  nineteen  years  old  he  left  Mattapony, 
journeyed  to  Europe, and  threw  in  his  lot  with 
the  Italian  patriot.  The  history  of  his  adven¬ 
tures  in  the  Garibaldian  wars  reads  almost  like 
a  romance;  but  I  must  hurry  on  to  the  time 
when  ho  drew  his  sword  for  the  South. 

A  short  time  after  the  outbreak  of  the  war  a 
gentleman,  dressed  in  the  height  of  fashion, 
with  a  waist  so  small  that  it  might  have  been 
the  envy  of  many  a  belle,  a  slight  and  slender 
figure  and  boyish  face,  called  on  Gov.  Letcher 
of  Virginia  and  tendered  his  services  to  the 
Confederacy.  It  was  Col.  Richard  Thomas 
Zarvona,  for  such  was  the  name  by  which  he 
had  become  known  in  the  Italian  campaigns 
of  Garibaldi.  His  sorvu*cs  were  gladly  ac¬ 
cepted,  and  Col.  Zarvona  determined  to  signal-  I 
izo  his  return  to  his  country  by  an  act  of  dar¬ 
ing  which  up  to  that  time  had  hardly  been 
equalled  in  the  progress  of  the  war. 

His  old  lriends  in  Saint  Mary’s  at  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  tho  war  had  kept  up  constant  com¬ 
munication  with  the  Virginia  shore,  but  tho 
Union  authorities  soon  determined  to  stop  this 
blockade  running,  und  first  one  and  then  an¬ 
other  gunboat  patrolled  the  river,  until  there 
was  hardly  a  mile  from  Point  Lookout  to 
Washington  that  was  not  thoroughly  guarded. 
The  most  famous  of  these  vessels  was  the 
Federal  man-of-war  Pawnee ,  operating  near 
Acquia  Creek  and  Matthias  Point,  giving  the 
Confederates  Immense  trouble  and  annoyance. 

In  a  few  days  Col.  Zarvona  had  formed  his 
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plan  and  was  ready  to  lay  it  before  the  au¬ 
thorities.  It  was  no  lees  than  the  capture  of 
the  Pawnee,  the  very  audacity  of  which 
pleased  the  gallant  little  colonel  immensely. 
A  council  of  war  was  held  in  which  Commo¬ 
dore  Matthew  Fontaine  Maury  participated, 
avid  joined  the  others  in  approving  the  plan 
of  Col.  Zarvona.  The  plan  was  for 
Col.  Zarvona  to  go  to  Baltimore,  persuado 
ten  qr  a  dozen  young  men  to  go  with  him, 
take  passage  on  the  St.  Nicholas,  a  mail  boat, 
running  between  Baltimore  and  Washington, 
and  at  a  given  signal  take  control  of  her,  and 
dispose  of  the  officers,  Col.  Zarvona  assuming 
command.  The  St.  Nicholas  carried  the  mail  of 
~che  £ dwnee  and  was  in  the  habit  of  run¬ 
ning  alongside  of  her  in  the  night  to  deliver 
it,  thus  giving  a  party  of  well-armed  men  the 
opportunity  to  take  the  vessel  by  surprise. 
The  Confederate  authorities  prepared  to  assist 
Col.  Zarvona  by  every  means  in  their  power. 
They  agreed  to  station  several  hundred  troops 
at  the  mouth  of  Cone  River  at  a  certain  hour, 
so  when  the  St.  Nicholas  stopped  at  that  point 
they  could  furnish  the  force  for  the  expedi¬ 
tion.  Commodore  Hollins,  another  Mary¬ 
lander,  was  called  in  consultation,  and  it  was 
decided  that  he  should  go  to  Point  Lookout 
with  several  men, so  as  to  make  the  capture  of 
the  St.  Nicholas  a  certainty. 

Col.  Zarvona,  after  the  completion  of  the 
plan,  ran  the  blockade  and  made  his  way  to 
Baltimore.  Here  he  made  his  presenco  known 
to  several  of  his  old  friends  and  comrades, 
and  in  the  course  of  an  hour  or  two  ten  of 
fdiem  had  volunteered  to  go  with  him.  All 
they  knew  was  that  the  adventure  was  to  be 
an  eiitremely  hazardous  one  in  the  interest  of 
tb«  Cq^ffideraow.  hut  that  I.'or 
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t  tfcat  time  was  full  cf  daring  young 
men  yho  were  enthusiastic .  for  the  Southern 
cause,  land  ready  for  almost  anything,  many 
of  whom  afterwards  joineefthe  Confederate 
<*rmy  and  helped  the  Maryland  troops  to  gain 
I  tS&ir  reputation  for  recklessness  and  audaci- 
'"Gkjly  o^ie  of  the  ten  knew  of  the  exact 
plan  of  Col. ‘^arvona.but  all  were  ready  to  fol¬ 
low  him  anywhere.  '  % 

A  short  time  before  this,  orders  had  come 
from  Washington  to  search  all  the  passengers 
on  the  river  steamers  going  to  Southern  Mary¬ 
land  so  as  to  prevent  any  effort  to  carry  firms 
South,  and  unless  Col.  Zarvona  could  escape 
this  search, the  expedition  would  be  a  failure. 
On  the  28th  of  JuneriKQl,  a  very  stylishly 
|  dressed  young  lady,  speaking  broken  English, 
i  called  with  her  brother  at  tm\oflije  of  the  St. 

Nicholas  and  wished  to  secure  ja  passage  to 
l  Washington.  She  was  a  Fjencilj^’reijUilner, 

|  Madame  La  Forte  by  name,  she  sa£3n  anti  ijfld 
|  several  large  trunks,  ns  she  wanted^'td  *©tnp, 
he*  business  in  Washington.  The  ppyeei,  a  ji 


gallant  young  man,  gnvo  her  a  large  state¬ 
room  and  wished  her  a  pleasant  voyage.  A  • 
short  time  before  tho  departure  of  the  boat 
sue  again  appeared  with  several  largo  trunks, 
which,  at  her  speciul  request,  accompanied  as 
it  was  by  a  charming  smile,  were  placed't  in 
hci  stateroom,  where  they  were  soon  forgotten', 
though  the  young  lady  herself  became  a  very 
prominent  figure  on  board,  flirting  outra¬ 
geously  with  several  of  the  officers  and  gentle¬ 
men.  Meanwhile,  a  numbor  of  other  pasaen- 
gers,  dressed  as  laborers,  came  on  board  bound' 
for  tho  grain  fields  of  southern  Maryland,  the. 
harvest  having  just  begun.  They  were  duly 
searched,  but  finding  nothing  they  were  per¬ 
mitted  to  go  on.  , 

About  one  o’clock  that  night  they  touched 
at  Point  Lookout,  and  Commodore  Hollins, 
Capt.  Alexander,  and  several  others  came  on 
board  as  passengers  for  Washington.  The 
time  for  action  had  arrived.  Zarvona  was  the 
only  one  of  his  party  known  to  Commodore 
Hollins,  who  was  very  much  surprised  on  en¬ 
tering  the  cabin  not  to  see  him ;  but  the  com¬ 
modore  was  quickly  enlightened  by  a  signifi¬ 
cant  wink  from  the  French  milliner.  That 
lady  soon  retired  to  her  stateroom  and  soon 
afterwards,  when  the  harvest  hands  happened 
to  be  going  by  tho  door  of  her  room,  they 
found  a  young  gentleman  in  brilliant  Zouave 
uniform  dealing  out  rifles,  revolvers,  and 
knives  from  the  depths  of  tho  milliner’s  big 
trunks.  Commodore  Hollins  and  Zarvona, 
revolvers  in  hand,  now  waited  upon  Capt.  Kir- 
win,  who  was  completely  taken  by  surprise, 
and  seeing  the  uselessness  of  resistance,  sur¬ 
rendered  with  very  good  grace,  and  the  vessel 
was  in  the  hands  of  the  Confederates.  John 
Frazier,  a  Baltimore  pilot,  and  tho  only  one 
of  Zaxvona’s  party  who  knew  of  his  plans, 
was  placed  at  the  wheel  and  the  vessel  headed 
for  Cone  River,  where  they  took  or.  board 
thirty  soldiers  of  Gen.  Holme’s  command, 
tiut  Commodore  Hollins  had  been  tho  bearer 
of  news  that  made  the  capture  of  the  Pcwnet 
Impossible.  The  Pawnee  had  been'  extremely 
active  during  the  previous  day,  shelling  Ma¬ 
thias  Point,  an  artillery  duel  having  lasted  for 
several  hours,  until  a  shot  from  a  Confederate 
•  inrpshooter  killed  the  captain  of  the  Patynee. 

ot 

.  •  ,  ■ 

L-v  Rpovring  that  the  capture  <*would  soon  be 

{^-known,  the  Confederates  determined  to  make 
tho  best  of  their  opportunity.  So,  heading 
for  the  Chesapeake,  they  were  soon  on  the  bay, 
and  almost  ihu  first  thing  they  saw  was  a 
large  brig,  the  Mogiticello ,  laden  with  coffee 
from  Rio.  She  was  immediately  captured, 


.  v,.,  . 

.participate  in  the  funeral ,  of  tba 
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placed  under  the  command  of  Lieut.  Minor, 
and  sent  to  Fredericksburg,  where  the  cargo 
was  extremely  welcomed,  because  even  at  that 
time  coflee  was  very  hard  to  obtain  in  tho 
Confederacy.  In  less  than  an  hour  they  had 
captured. another  vessol  laden  with  ice,  which 
was  immediately  sent  to  the  hospitals  in  Rich¬ 
mond.  The  next  capture  was  a  brig  laden 
with  coal,  which  came  just  in  time, as  the  coal 
supply  of  the  St.  Nicholas  was  exhausted.  The 
St.  Nicholas  then  took  the  brig  in  tow  and 
went  up  the  river  to  Fredericksburg,  where 
Zarvona  and  his  party  wore  received  with  great 
enthusiasm  by  the  citizens  of  that  quaint  old 
place,  a  ball  being  given  in  their  honor,  in 
i  which  Zarvona  appeared  as  tho  French  milli- 
I  ner,  greatly  to  the  delight  of  the  young  ladles. 

!  Rut  it  was  impossible  for  Zarvona  to  remain 
|  idle,  and  he  soon  deoided  to  return  to  Balti- 
i  more  on  a  mission  for  the  Confederate  gov- 
j  eminent.  With  his  usual  recklessness  and 
j  audacity,  he  took  passage  on  tho  Lady  Wash- 
|  ingion,  another  river  steamer  bound  for  Balti¬ 
more.  Almost  the  first  person  he  saw  on  en- 
|  tering  the  saloon  was  Capt.  Kirwin  of  the  St. 
!  Nicholas,  who  was  also  returning  to  Balti- 
(  more.  Capt.  Kirwin  immediately  recognized 
i  Zarvona,  and  with  several  other  government 
]  officials  on  board,  determined  upon  his  cap- 


ture.  They  told  Capt.  Weems  of  tho  Lady 
V/ashington  who  Zarvona  was,  and  together 
they  decided  to  stop  tho  boat  at  Fort  McHen¬ 
ry,  ask  for  a  company  of  troops,  and  secure 
Zarvona.  By  some  means  he  learned  of  their 
intentions.  When  they  arrived  at  Fort  Mc¬ 
Henry,  ho  was  nowhere  to  be  found, though  the 
troops  came  on  board  and  assisted  in  tho 
search.  Ho  was  discovered  at  lust  by  a  mere 
accident.  The  colored  stewardess  happening 
to  pull  open  a  very  largo  bureau-drawer  in 
the  ladies’  saloon,  found  Zurvona  curled  up  in 
it.  He  was  immediately  seized  and  imprison¬ 
ed  in  ForiMcHenry.  From  Fort  McHenry  he 
was  transferred  to  Fort  Lafayette,  where  he 
twice  succeeded  in  escaping,  to  be  recaptured 
almost  immediately.  The  desperate  nature  of 
these  attempts  finally  caused  the  officer  in 
command  to  confine  him  in  a  cell  below  the 
water  lino,  whero  ho  remained  until  the  end  of 
/lcW  cX 


tho  war. 
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After  ownfallffoPtLS  South  an(T~tHe 
struction  of  his  hopes,  he  said  that  he  could 
no  longer  live  in  this  country,  and  he  returned 
to  Europe,  where  tho  old  love  of  adventure 
soon  seized  him,  and  we  hear  of  him  again 
with  Garibaldi,  and  later  on  fighting  for  the 
tri-color  in  the  Franco-Pruasian  war. 

Haddo  GoxLax. 
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LAST  SURVIVOR  OF  A  GALLANT  BAND 


n 


TELLS  OF  DURING  DEEDS 


•  sponse  to  a  query  as  lo  where  Mr. 

j  Watts  lived.  "That's  .his  room  over 
j  that  Chink’s  place.” 

A  climb  up  a  long,  narrow  flight  of 


_  _,T  ,TT  ,,  T  *  C  •  n/ii  creaky  stairs  brought  the  visitor  to 

George  W.  Watts  Last  Survivor  Oft  ^  ^aUs.  room  and  t0  -old  Man 
Col.  Zarvona  Thomas’  Band.  watta  the  uainter."  himself. 


i 

!  CAPTURE  OF  THE  ST.  NICHOLAS 

Soldier,  Sc.llor  Anri  “JoWIckn”  I»alnt-‘ 
or  Wiin  A I  mo  One  Of  General 
Picket  Ts*  Mcu. 

In  a  little  back  room  over  a  Chinese 
;  laundry  at  Madison  and  Caioline 
| streets  lives  George  W.  Watts,  soldieni 
land  sailor  and  last  survivor  of  the  j 
bodyguard  of  Col.  Richard  Zarvona ; 
!  Thomas. 

“You  mean  Old  Man  Watts,  the1 
|  painter?”  asked  a  policeman  in  're-. 


It  was  a  square,  but  erect,  figure 
that  arose  from  a  rickety  chair  In 
the  corner,  removed  a  rusty  old  black 
slouch  hat  w'ith  a  sweeping,  almost 
courtly,  bow  and  begged  the  visitor  to 
be  seated  on  the  only  other  chair  In 
the  room. 

\  Painter - And  Oat  Of  A  Job. 

“Are  you  Mr.  Watts?”  was  asked. 

“At  your  service,  sir,”  was  the 
answer.  “Once  Leftenant  Watts;  now 
just  Old  Man  Watts,  the  painter— 
and  out  of  a  job  at  that.” 

The  voice  wavered  a  little  at  times,  I 
but  the  eyes  were  steady,  the  shoul¬ 
ders  held  straight,  the  heels  close  to- 1 
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gether  like  a  drillmaster. 

"I’m  told  you  are  the  last  of  Col. 
Zarvona  Thomas’  men,”  suggested  the 
caller.  "Tell  me  something  about  the 
capture  of  the  St.  Nicholas;  about 
Colonel  Thomas  and  yourself.” 

Resuming  his  seat,  "Old  Man” — no, 
Lieutenant — Watts  rested  one  elbow 
on  the  table,  which  bore  external  evi¬ 
dences  of  having  supported  many 
meals  of  bread  and  cheese,  slowly  ad¬ 
justed  a  pair  of  big-rimmed  spectacles 
— the  better  to  see  his  interviewer — 
and  told  the  story  of  the  daring  cap¬ 
ture  of  the  steamer  St.  Nicholas  in 
June,  1861,  by  Colonel  Thomas  and 
his  band  of  16  men.  The  story  of  the 
incident  is  part  of  the  history  of  the 
great  Civil  War.  Colonel  Thomas, 
wkp  was  a  native  of  St.  Mary’s  county 
and  an  adventurous  spirit,  look  pas 
sage  aboard  the  vessel,  and— but  let 
Lieutenant  Watts  tells  the  story: 

Met  At  Howard  And  Mulberry  S<». 

"When  the  war  broke  out  my  father 
was  employed  by  the  late  Martin  Belt 
and  was  well  to  do.  In  my  younger 
days  I  had  a  roving  disposition  and 
joined  the  navy,  serving  first  aboard 
merchant  vessels  and  then  on  one  of 
Uncle  Sam’s  warships.  We  were  all 
strong  Southern  sympathizers,  and 
one  day  the  inforr;  ^iion  was  quietly' 
‘circulated  among  those  true  to  the 
cause  that  a  Colonel  Thomas,  who  had 
served  in  foreign  wars,  was  planning 
a  desperate  expedition.  I  nosed  around 
and  got  wind  of  what  was  up,  and 
then  one  night  I  met  Colonel  Thomas 
and  15  other  men.  It’s  been  so  long 
ago  Lean  only  remember  the  names 
of  two  of  ’em — George  Alexander,  who 
was  a  Southern  Marylander,  and  jj 
George  Frazier,  who  died  last  week  on| 
Grove  street — poor  George!  I’m  the  ? 
only  one  left  now. 

Colonel  Thomaa  Fooled  Them. 

"Well,  sir,  at  first  I  was  mighty  dis-  ; 
appointed  with  the  Colonel.  He  looked 
like  one  of  these  slick  floorwalkers  in 
a  department;st6reV’I(  think  the  otLer 
men  felt  the  same  way  that  I  did,  but 
pretty  soon  we  found  we  were  all 
fooled.  Believe  me,  sir,  that  man  had 
the  quickest  brain  I  ever  ran  across, 
and  his  eyes  were  just  as  quick.  Eyes? 
Why,  when  that  man  looked  at  you 
it  was  like  having  an  X-ray  turned  on 


LIEUT.  GEORGE  W.  WATTS 

you/Tt  didn’t  take  us  long  to  learn 
who  was  boss  around  there,  so  we  got 
all  our  plans  ready, 

"The  St.  Nicholas  was  a  big  steamer 
running  to  points  on  the  Potomac 
river.  Well,  sir,  at  the  next  sailing  of 
the  boat  I  went  a-board  with  a  ticket 
for  some  point  on  the  Potomac,  I  can’t 
remember  where.  There  were,  about 
60  passengers  aboard,  and  among, 
them  I  counted  my  15  comrades.  We 
all  kept  separated,  however,  and 
didn’t  let  anyone  know  we  knew  each 
other.  But  what  worried  me  a  lot  was 
1  couldn’t  find  the  Colonel  or  anyone 
that  looked  like  him.  I  could  see  the 
failure  of  -the  whole  expedition,  and 
also  I  could  see  myself  behind  the 
bars  at  Fo^t  McHenry,  and  the  pic¬ 
ture  didn’t  look  a  bit  good  to  me. 

Shocked  By  “French  I.ady.” 

"Soon  after  the  boat  started  I 
couldn’t  help  noticing  a  mighty  pretty 
young  woman,  stylishly  dressed, 
flirting  outrageously  with  some  young 
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officers,  She  talked  with  a  strong 
Frepch  accent.,  and  carried  a  fan 
which  she  used  like  a  Spanish  dancer. 
That  young  v  ■  itjan  behaved  so  scan- 
dalousJy  that  all  the  other  women  on 
the  boat  were  in  a  terrible  state  over 
it- 

“Just  about  dusk  I  was  up  on  deck 
a-wondering  where  it  was  all  going  to 
end  and  whether  I’d  be  hung  as  a 
Rebel  spy  when  someone  touched  me 
on  the  arm.  I  wheeled  around  like 
somebody  had  stuck  a  knife  in  me  and 
saw  Alexander.  He  grinned  at  the 
way  he  had  scared  me  and  said: 
‘You’re  wanted  in  the  second  cabin.’ 

Trunks  Pillrd  W  ith  Weapons. 

“I  hurried  below  decks  and  nearly 
had  a  fit  when  I  found  all  oi^r  boys 
gathered  around  that  frisky  French 
lady.  She  looked  at  me  when  I  came 


\  ind  fh°  ii  r.  i,  *  »  ' 

"Well,*  to  rul  this  tale  short ,  \\e 

•  »  .  ...  - 

landed  our  frightened  passengers  at 
Cone  Point  and  took  aboard  about  100 
Virginia  and  Tennessee  volunteers. 
Colonel  Thomas’  plan  was  to  run  up  j 
alongside  the  Union  gunboat  doing 1 
guard  duty  in  the  Potomac  and  carry  [ 
her  br  boarding,  but  we  couldn’t  fimf 
the  gunboat  anywhere.  Later  we 
learned  that  the  gunboat  had  gone  up 
to  Washington  to  take  the  body  of  the 
captain,  who  had  died.  We  had  to 
content  ourselves  with  the  capture  of 
two  or  three  merchant  vessels,  which 
we  ran  up  to  Fredericksburg. 

“I  never  saw  Colonel  Thomas  but 
once  after  this  expedition.  About  two 
weeks  after  the  capture  of  the  St. 
Nicholas  Thomas  and  some  of  his  men 
returned  to  Baltimore,  and  he  and 


.  T  .  T  ,  ..  .  Alexander  were  captured  and  sent  to 

in,  and,  Lordy,  I  knew  those  eyes  in  a  ,  FQrt  McHenry.  Alexander  made  a 


minute!  It  was  the  Colonel.  Then 
he  shed  his  bonnet,  wig  and  dress  and 
stepped  forth  clad  in  a  brilliant  new 


Zouave  uniform.  In  a  jiffy  the  ^urp  to  Richmond  to  organize  a 


daring  escape,  and  Thomas  was  put  in 
irons  and  sent  up  North,  I  believe,  to 
Fort  Warren.  He  had  intended  to  re¬ 


trench  lady’s’  three  big  trunks  were 
dragged  out  and  opened.  One  was 
I  filled  with  cutlasses,  another  with 
Colt’s  revolvers  and  the  third  with 
carbines.  Each  man  buckled  on  a 
sword  and  pistol  and  grabbed  a  gun, 
and  then  the  Colonel  told  us  what 
to  do. 

“The  Colonel  and  two  men  went  to 
the  captain’s  cabin  and  routed  him 
out  of  bed.  As  I  had  been  a  sailor,  I 
was  ordered  to  go  to  the  pilot  house 
and  take  charge.  I  found  a  big  nigger 
at  the  wheel,  and  when  I  stuck  my 
head  in  the  door,  he  grunted:  ‘Don’t. 

.  ’low  no  pass’gers  in  heah.’  ‘Shut  up, 
nigger,’  said  1,  shoving  my  gun  close 
to  his  face,  ‘Keep  quiet  or  I’ll  blow- 
your  head  off.  1  own  this  boat  now.’ 
Golly!  you  ought  to  have  seen  his 
eyes:  I  thought  they’d  pop  out  of  his 
head.  All  he  said  was  ‘Fo’  Gawd, 
boss,  don’t  shoot  a  po’  nigger!’ 

“Nov,  l  didn’t  know  a  thing  about 
the  bay,  and,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  we 
were  all  at  the  mercy  of  the  negro 
pilot,  only  be  was  too  scared  to  realize 
,  it.  Said  I  to  him:  ‘This  gun’s  loaded 
for  nigger,  and  the  moment  this  boat 
1  touches  ground  my  gun ’s  go  j  ngjpff  -  *  _ 


Zouave  regiment,  with  his  original 
band  as  a  nucleus. 

“At  Chancellorsville  we  captured 
about  8,000  prisoners,  and  I  was  one 
of  the  officers  of  the  guard  that 
marched  them  to  Richmond.  While 
in  the  city  I  heard  that  Thomas,  who 
%had  recently  been  exchanged,  was 
there  and  I  went  to  see  him.  He  was 
a  wreck — a  mere  shadow  of  his  for¬ 
mer  self,  and  totally  unfit  for  military 
service.  I  believe  he  survived  his  re- 
i  lease  only  a  short  time. 

At  “Stonewall’’  Jackson’s  Funeral. 

“I  was  senior  second  lieutenant  of 
artillery  in  Pickett’s  Division  and  was 
one  of  the  guard  of  honor  that  es¬ 
corted  Stonewall  Jackson’s  .body  to 
the  grave.  After  the  war  1  returned 
•  to  Baltimore  and  tried  to  start  life 
lover  again.  Nobody  ever  hears  a 
command  from  Lieutenant  Watts 
now;  I’m  just  a  painter — and  out  of  a 
job  at  that.’’ 

There  was  a  world  of  pathos  in  the 
veteran’s  voice  as  the  visitor  arose 
to  go. 


--from  the  Baltimore  L veiling  Sun,  27  Aug. 
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100  YEARS  LATER 

Clipping  to  right  is 
from  Baltimore  Neivi- 
P06t  of  12  July  1961. 

The  article  below  with 
cartoon  "by  Cosh"  is 
from  the  Newport  News 
VcUly  P4.ZA4  of  4  July 
1955. 


Civil  War  Diary 

The  War  Nobody  Knows 

By  NEIL  H.  SWANSON 

BALTIMORE,  July  12,  1861  —  The  colonel  who  was  no 
lady  has  been  captured. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  the  steamer  St.  Nicholas  was 
seized  ten  days  ago,  below  Pt.  Lookout,  by  Col.  Zarvona 
Thomas  of  St.  Mary’s  county,  in  the  Confederate  army.  He 
boarded  her  at  Baltimore,  disguised  as  a  French  lady  of 
fashion,  heavily  veiled;  later  appeared  on  deck  in  Zouave 
uniform,  with  25  armed  men  at  his  back;  seized  the  Bhip; 
landed  the  passengers  on  the  Virginia  shore;  took  aboard  150 
Confederate  infantry;  raided  commerce  on  Chesapeake  Bay, 
and  took  three  brigs  with  valuable  cargoes  to  Fredericks¬ 
burg,  Va„  where  he  turned  them  over  to  Confederate  troops. 

After  this  bold  exploit,  Col.  Thomas  returned  to  Balti¬ 
more  aboard  the  steamer  Mary  Washington,  and  began 
gathering  men  for  pnother  privateering  expedition.  He  was 
seen  consorting  with  known  Southern  sympathizers,  recog¬ 
nized  as  "the  French  lady,"  seized  by  a  provost  guard,  and 
hustied  to  Fort  McHenry  in  irons.  What  his  punishment 
will  be  is  not  yet  known. 


REBEL  CELEBRATES  JULY  4, 1861 


1 


Daring  Virginia  Colonel 
Throws  Scare  Into  Yanks 


Bi  JOHN  ARCHER  CARTER 
Stand  back,  Davy  Crockett]  Make 
way  for  your  betters!  For  the  dura¬ 
tion  of  this  Fourth  of  July  week-end 
anyhow,  make  way  for  Colonel 
Richard  Thomas  Zarcona  of  St. 
Mary's  County,  Maryland,  amateur 
female  impersonator  and  aristocrat. 

For  just  94  years  ago  this  week¬ 
end,  two  full  Weeks  before  the  rout 
of  the  Yankee  army  at  Bull  Run, 
Col.  Zarcona  threw  such  a  scare 
into  “official  Washington”  that  T.  J. 
Jackson’s  “stone  wall”  stand  was 
almost  an  anti-climax.  V 

He  so  alarmed  the  Yankees  Uy 
his  explcits  on  the  Chesapeake  Bay 
that  when  they  learned  on  July  4, 
1861,  that  he  was  ou  his  way  to 
Baltimore,  with  half  a  dozen  chums 
aboard  a  passenger  boat,  and  they 
decided  to  capture  -  this  dashing 
“pirate  and  spy,”  they  sent  the 
steamer  Chester,  a  sloop  armed  with 
two  twenty-four  pounders,  a  battery 
of  artillery,  a  company  of  infantry 
and  a  posse  of  Baltimore  police  to 
do  the  job. 

Colonel  Zarcona  bad  declared  his 
personal  independence  some  weeks 


— and  fantastic — Naval  stunt  since 
Perry’s  adventure  on  Lake  Erie. 

His  plot,  worked  out  with  Captain 
George  N.  Hollins  of  the  Con¬ 
federate  navy,  envisaged  the  capture 


Late  in  June,  however,  thus  young  j  ample  hoops,  and  above  her  curls 
fellow  outlined  to  Governor  John'sfig  wore  a  bonnet  fresh  from  Paris. 
Letcher  of  Virginia  the  most  daring  Immediately  she  struck  up 


“by  surprise  and  boarding,"  of  two 
Federal  armed  steamers!  The  Free¬ 
born  and  the  Pawne  in  the  Chesa¬ 
peake  Bay. 

Governor  Letcher,  approving  the 
venture,  instantly  commissioned 
young  Thomas  a  colonel  of  Vir¬ 
ginian  volunteers. 

Naturally,  he  chose  to  be  a 
Zouave,  and  to  wear  the  brilliant 
Oriental  uniform  reminiscent  of 
Algerian  warriors,  with  bright  red 
breeches  tucked  into  short  white 
leggins.  and  with  sword  and  pistol, 
by  his  side.  And  he  took  the  name 
of  Zarcona. 


Now  a  popular  passenger  boat  of 
the  day,  running  between  Baltimore 
and  Washmgtoq  with  side  trips  down 
into  Hampton  Roads  and  up  the 
James,  was  the  steamboat  St 
before  Jaff  4L  Until  thin  hajiad  I  Nicholas.  She  was  lying  at  her  wharf 
been  merely  the  tall,  dark  aid  uand-  in  Baltimore  the  evening  of  June  20. 

sou  of  Richard  Thomas,  a  Most  of  the  passengers  were  aboard 
large  slave-holder  who  was  widely  [  The  skipper,  a  Captain  Kirwan,  who 
known  as  presiding  officer  in  the  prided  himself  on  his  knowledge  of 


Maryland  State  Senate.  Baltimore, 
Richmond,  Norfolk,  Washington 
and  Philadelphia  “society,"  of 
course,  knew  the  son,  but  only  as 
a  rich  play  boy.  *  •  . _  - 


French,  was  about  to  set  sail,  when 
a  very  lovely  lady  came  a-tiptoe  up 
the  gangplank 


She  was  tall,  dar^n^d  handsome.,  victories  sof  the  Southern 
Hef  dress  was  of  glfflering  silk  with,  fbderac^  nad  been  won  by 


a  con¬ 
versation  with  the  skipper.  She  too 
could  speak  French.  She  was' 

French!  .. 

Presently  the  boat  set end 
the  pretty  lady  from  Paree  speaking 
no  English,  tripped  to  the  ladMr 
saloon,  there  to  sit  quietly  fanning 
herself,  for  the  night  was  hot  end 
so  was  she.  A  few  hours  later  ihe 
boat  stopped  at  Point  Lookout. 
There  a  distinguished  looking  gentle¬ 
man,  obviously  somewhere  In  hie 
seventies,  slowly  limped  aboard. 

All  quiet  along  the  Potomac  to¬ 
night?  Not  for  long!  Presently  It  ww 
surprise,  surprise!  Briskly  the  elderly 
gentleman  tossed  away  a  gray  wig 
and  forty  years,  and  was  Captain 
Hollins,  formerly,  skipper  of  the 
seagoing  Susquehanna  and  now  of 
the  Confederate  States  Navy. 

“The  French  lady,"  In  the  words 
of  the  Southern  Litenary  Miss?  ?  y 
“took  off  her  bonnet,  dropped  her 
hoops  and  appeared  on  deck  in 
men's  attire  and  fully  armed*" 

Or  as  Captain  G,  W;  Alexander, 
one  of  the  twelve  ctnrmrwdkscf  Zat- 
cone’s  who  had  rapped  aboard, 
described  It  for  the  Sc  Mary’s 
Bea«m  of  July  6:  “With  a  shodt,  he 
sprang  from  nis  stateroom,  armed 
with  cutlass  and  pistol!” 

Within  seconds,  one  of  the  earliest 

Con- 
Balti- 
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more  society’s  playboy  and  a  dozen 
friends. 

They  did  not  follow  up  with  an 
attack  on  the  Pawnee  and  Freeborn, 
(as  originally  planned,  for  somewhere 
in  official  Richmond,  the  Con¬ 
federate  Capital,  a  V.  I.  P.  forbade 
it.  But  they  did  capture  three  other 
boats:  The  brig  Monticello  from 
Brazil,  with  200  tons  of  coffee;  the 
schooner  Mary  Pierce,  ten  days  out 
of  Boston  with  250  tons  of  ice — a 
most  acceptable  gift  for  the  Indepen¬ 
dence  Day  season;  and  the  schooner 
Margaret  with  206  tons  of  coal. 

As  the  St.  Nicholas  came  along¬ 
side  the  Margaret,  wrote  H.  Case, 
first  mate  of  the  schooner  to  the 
New  York  Times:  “He  ‘Zarcona) 
sang  out:  ‘You  are  a  prize  to  the' 
:  Southern  Confederacy!”'. 


Then,  laden  with  coffee,  ice  andij 
fuel,  they  steamed  up  the  Rappa- 
i  bannock  to  Fredericksburg  and^ 
called  it  a  day. 

We  meet  Zarcona  thrice  after 
that.  First,  in  Richmond,  where  a^ 
passel  of  fellow  aristocrats — all  men 
— threw  a  party  for  him  and  where, j 
by  doubting  his  talents  as  a  comic, 
they  make  him  so  mad  he  quitsj 
them  in  a  huff.  And  when  a  woman, 
obviously  quite  low-class  but  exceed¬ 
ingly  gorgeous,  thrusts  herself  into 
this  celebration  for  men  only,  they 
i  entertain  her  some  thirty  risque 
|  minutes  before  she  breaks  into  Zar- 
cona’s  baritone  roar  of  laughter. 

Next,  it’s  the  very  Fourth  of 
July,  1861,  and  he’s  aboard  a 
ssenger  boat  bound  for  Baltimore^ 


for  further  darring-do.  And  when 
he  is  surrounded  by  a  steamboat,  a 
sloop  with  two  twenty-four  pound¬ 
ers,  a  battery  of  artillerymen,  a 
company  of  infantrymen  and  a  posse 
of  Baltimore  police,  he  surrenders. 

Finally  it’s  January  1863,  two 
years  later,  and  Zarcona  is  robustly 
languishing  in  a  Federal  prison.  Vir¬ 
ginia’s  governor,  backed  by  the 
legislature,  writes  to  Mr.  Lincoln 
stating  officially  that  Richard 
Thomas,  known  as  Zarcona,  is  a 
commissioned  officer  of  Virginian 
volunteers,  not  a  spy  and  not  a 
pirate.  And  Governor  Letcher  will 
gladly  free  a  Yankee  captain,  a 
Yankee  lieutenant  and  five  Yankee 
privates  if  Mr.  Lincoln  will  free  one 
Zarcona. 

So  Mr.  Lincoln  does. 


i 


FEMALE  IMPERSONATOR  PAR  EXCELLENCE 


The  young  Confederate  officer,  in  his  gaudy,  colorful  Zouave  uniform,  who  burst  out  of 
the  stateroom  with  pistol  and  cutlass  in  hand  to  capture  the  armed  Federal  steamer,  in  no 
way  resembled  the  demure  French  girl  who  earlier  had  boarded  the  boat  in  Baltimore,  but 
he  was  one  and  the  same.  Col.  Richard  Thomas  Zarcuna,  Maryland  man-about-town  was  one 
of  the  most  ingenious  and  daring  female  impersonators  of  his  time,  and  he  employed  his 
talents  more  than  once  to  further  the  South’s  cause.  (Drawing  by  Goshoan) 
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ZARl/tWA  IN  BOOKS 


Below  are  given  quotes  from  three  published  works.  I  am  indebted 
to  historian  James  H.  Whyte  for  the  excerpts  from  the  two  London  publi¬ 
cations  . 

if  irk 


DOWN  SOUTH,  by  Samuel  Philips  Day,  Hurst  and  Blackett,  London,  1862, 
pages  119-125: 

Met  Zarvona  at  Governor  Letcher's  house.  Told  story  of  St.  NtcJioZaA. 
Sixteen  Zouaves  participated  in  seizure  of  ship,  later  joined  by  four 
hundred  Tennessee  troups  under  Colonel  Bates.  Lt.  Henry  H.  Lewis,  later 
U.S.  Navy,  relative  of  George  Washington,  had  assisted  with  plans.  All 
hands  on  board  forwarded  to  Richmond  as  prisoners. 

Quoted  Capt.  Kirwan  of  St.  NtcholaA :  "I  didn't  like  the  appearance  of 
that  French  woman  at  all,  I  guess.  She  sat  next  to  me  at  table  and  so 
close  that  our  legs  touched.  I  thought  she  looked  mighty  queer,  but 
I'll  be  hanged  if  I  thought  she  was  a  man!" 

George  W.  Alexander,  fierce- looking  but  withal  an  intelligent  person, 
informed  me  that  he  was  chief  officer  of  the  ship  which  first  brought 
Kossuth  to  England. 

Zarvona  was  27  years  old,  fragile  in  form,  with  sharp  irregular  features, 
sharp  indentations  in  his  cheeks,  blue  eyes,  aquiline  nose  and  was  close¬ 
ly  shaved  in  the  head  and  face.  There  was  a  deep-seated  melancholy  about 
the  man  which  might  be  taken  for  monomania.  He  seemed  downcast  and 
miserable  in  the  extreme  ...  to  entertain  no  idea  of  enjoyment  in  this 
world.  His  temperment  is  of  the  sanguine  type  and  he  does  not  possess 
what  physiologists  recognize  as  a  well-balanced  mind  ...  He  appeared 
to  me  exceedingly  gentle  and  spoke  in  a  low,  weak  voice  ...  I  was 
assured  that  some  years  ago  he  formed  a  tender  attachment  but  that  the 
object  of  his  regard  expired  in  his  arms  while  endeavouring  to  rescue  her 
from  drowning.  Ever  since  this  unhappy  occurrence  he  is  said  to  be  er¬ 
ratic  and  gloomy  and  incapable  of  enduring  the  slightest  disappointment. 
Referring  to  the  capture  of  the  Masiy  Pt<LKC£  he  said:  "What  is  ice  to  me, 
my  dear  Sir?  I  want  flannel." 

Captain  Zarvona  presented  a  highly  picturesque  appearance,  attired  in 
blue  Zouave  costume,  white  gaiters,  crimson  cloth  cap  with  gold  tassel, 
and  a  light,  elegant  sword.  While  in  public  he  attracted  considerable 
attention  --  became  the  lion  of  the  hour. 

I  have  reason  to  believe  that  the  Governor  of  Virginia  and  General  Lee 
were  fully  cognizant,  if  they  did  not  altogether  approve,  of  his  second 
but  unfortunate  expedition.  I  was  with  him  the  night  previous  to  his 
setting  out  with  the  Governor  and  parted  from  them  as  they  were  going  to 
call  on  General  Lee  at  the  Spottswood  House. 


*  *  * 


LIFE  IN  THE  SOUTH,  by  Catherine  Hopley,  Chapman  and  Hall,  London, 
1863,  vol.  1,  page  301: 
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Colonel  Thomas  (Zarvona)  ,  whose  exploit  of  capturing  the  S.£.  NZchoZaA 
and  three  other  vessels  has  been  described  by  several  English  writers, 
has  just  arrived  at  the  American  Hotel  and  with  him  several  who  shared 
his  dangers  and  honors.  What  a  strange  looking  man  he  was  as  he  walked 
into  the  dining-room  in  his  Zouave  costume  and  red  cap  on  his  close  ly- 
shaven  head!  The  tassel  hung  low  down  on  his  shoulders,  his  neck  was 
bare  and  scraggy,  and  his  manner  silent,  reserved,  and  gloomy.  Poor 
man!  He  has  since  proved  one  of  the  many  victims  of  the  War  --  an  im¬ 
prisoned  maniac. 


*  *  * 


THE  CIVIL  WAR  AT  SEA,  by  Virgel  Carrington  Jones;  Holt,  Rinehart 
and  Winston,  Inc.,  New  York,  1960,  vol.  I,  page  137:  1 

Thomas  was  small,  almost  petite,  his  health  constitutionally  poor,  and 
yet  his  face  and  manner  bespoke  the  wisdom  and  hardship  of  a  world  ad¬ 
venturer.  He  had  attended  West  Point  for  a  time  just  a  few  years  back, 
and  then  he  had  gone  off  to  fight  with  the  revolutionists  in  China  and 
later  with  Garibaldi  in  Italy.  To  his  honor,  a  scar  across  his  cheek 
indicated  he  had  not  always  been  in  the  rear  rank.  ...  a  vivacious 
individual  who  identified  herself  as  Madame  la  Force,  modiste.  She  was 
chic  and  refreshing.  Fluent  French  gushed  from  her  lips.  It  was  a 
language  she  handles  with  an  ease  that  marked  her  nationality  beyond 
question.  A  bit  zany  she  seemed  at  first,  stamping  the  deck  and  scream¬ 
ing  excitedly  until  she  was  certain  several  large  trunks,  shopworn  and 
much  belabeled,  were  safely  on  board  and  put  in  place.  Then  she  settled 
into  the  role  of  trying  to  be  a  lady.  Among  those  who  won  her  attention 
soon  after  the  S-t.  NZckoZaA  weighed  anchor  was  a  huge  Union  Army  officer 
who  towered  nearly  two  feet  above  her.  As  they  walked  the  deck,  meander¬ 
ing  from  saloon  to  dance  hall,  she  seemed  to  dangle  from  his  arm.  Such 
an  ideal  couple!  But  the  madame  was  fickle,  and  other  men  crowded 
around,  obviously  not  to  her  displeasure.  She  radiated  charm  and  person¬ 
ality.  A  veil  covered  her  eyes  and  the  upper  regions  of  her  cheeks,  but 
her  gleaming  white  teeth  and  reddened  lips  were  without  cover,  and  they 
demanded  attention.  There  could  be  no  doubt  that  she  was  the  most  popu¬ 
lar  person  on  board,  and  it  was  only  in  triumph  that  she  took  notice  of 
other  ladies  in  the  saloons.  Her  animated  French  came  in  a  steady  stream 
as  she  tossed  a  fan  about  and  cocked  her  head  at  an  angle  that  indicated 
the  particular  male  voice  to  which  she  was  listening. 

*  *  ★ 


FATE  OF  THE  "ST.  NICHOLAS" 

After  her  capture  "the  St.  SltckoZtU  was  condemned  in  the  (Richmond) 
District  Court  in  Admiralty  and  sold  for  $18,924.17.  It  was  purchased 
by  the  Confederate  States  Navy,  re-christened  the  Rcqjpahannock ,  and 
placed  under  the  command  of  Lt.  H.  H.  Lewis"  [see  THE  CONFEDERATE  PRIVA¬ 
TEERS  by  William  M.  Robinson,  Yale  University  Press,  1928]. 

Historian  Jones  [cited  above]  states  that  "the  following  spring,  as 
the  army  she  was  supporting  fell  back  from  Northern  Virginia  to  the  Pe¬ 
ninsula,  [the  St.  NZchoZaA]  went  up  in  flames  off  the  wharf  at  Fredericks¬ 
burg  a  fiery  sacrifice". 
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This  advertisement  was  running  in 
the  Washington  VcUZij  National 
Jnte,ittgzncQ.n.  at  the  time  of  the 
capture  of  the  St,  Sltckola* . 

It  continued  and  was  not  removed 
from  the  paper  until  several 
weeks  later,  at  which  time  the 
agent  evidently  considered  the 
service  no  longer  available,  at 
least  not  via  the  St,  UickolaA, 


Mi««  11,  3,  5,  and  7  o’eioca. 

hn  *t«b  »*T  30  c*olt 

may  aB-<3w  (9 tor)  ,  BAMOBL  QKDNET,  Captola. 


FOR  BALTIMORE 

And  Ou  Potomac  River  Landing*  in  Maryland. 

The  tttohmer  8T.  NICHOLAS.  Oapt  Jacor 
Kikwad,  will  Wat*  Ril*y’*  wharf  •»*rT  Ta**- 
d*f  uorniiig  at  b  o  elouk ;  Wat*  B*lUn»or* 
*T*rr  Friday  At  4  P  M-  ►  b*  will  *u>p  At  all  of  U»*  Landing* 
oo  lh*  Maryland  tide  of  lb*  Potomac  ri**r  to  land  and  racaiT* 
paaacDgon  and  frwighi.  ^or  fr*^£^*>^5  JJfp* 


mt  18— ImMTbS 


THUS.  W  RILF.Y,  Ag*nt, 

Kilej‘*  Wtmrf.llth  amt 


UNITED  STATES  MILITARY  ROUTE. 


SPECIAL  NOTICE  TO  TRAVELLERS. 
On  and  afltr  Thurtday,  May  16lA,  1861, 

•••-r*OUl  TRAINS  B*TWr 


ZARl/MA  ME ME MT OS 

There  is  but  little  of  a  personal  nature  that  is  known  to  exist  to¬ 
day  which  was  a  part  of  Zarvona  during  his  lifetime.  This  includes: 
the  letter  to  Mrs.  Nelson,  given  on  pages  219-222;  a  "visiting”  card, 
reproduced  here,  and  also  given  me  by  Anita  Thomas;  a  "statement"  in 
Zarvona's  handwriting,  written  in  the  later  years  of  his  life  and  later 
discussed;  and  a  cap  worn  by  Zarvona,  as  a  part  of  his  Zouave  uniform. 


Zarvona’s  cap  is  preserved  in  the  Confederate  Room  of  the  Maryland  His¬ 
torical  Society.  A  card  states  that  the  cap  was  presented  to  the  Society 
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by  Armstrong  Thomas  (my  father)  and  that  it  was  worn  by  Captain  Zarvona 
at  t lie  time  of  the  capture  of  the  St.  MtcJioEcLA.  The  cap  is  of  heavy  red 
cloth  with  dark  blue  tassel.  The  brim  measures  two  inches  in  height, 
the  crown  extending  one  and  one-half  inches.  The  tassel  with  attached 
cord  measures  eight  inches.  Zarvona  had  a  small  head--the  cap  is  tight 
on  myself,  and  I  wear  a  6  7/8.  Inside  the  cap  is  an  inn&fi  cap,  similar 
to  the  outside  cap,  except  without  tassel. 

*  *  * 


RICHARD'S  STATEMENT  --  ZARVCHA'S  LAST  YEARS 

From  the  foregoing  we  may  infer  that  few  people  knew  of  the  details 
of  Colonel  Zarvona* s  life  from  the  time  he  was  released  from  Fort  Lafay¬ 
ette  in  1863  to  the  date  of  his  death  in  1875.  Grandfather  knew,  of 
course,  but  evidently  he  made  no  record.  From  the  London  reports  we  see 
that  he  visited  that  city  within  a  few  months  of  his  release,  and  it  has 
been  indicated  that,  despite  poor  health,  he  spent  time  in  France  and 
that  he  probably  participated  in  further  adventurous  pursuits  in  Europe. 

Of  particular  interest,  then,  is  the  appearance  of  an  eleven-page 
document  in  Zarvona's  handwriting  written  in  the  year  1873!  In  this  he 
me.ntsLOn6  the  financial  difficulties  experienced  after  the  war,  the  di¬ 
vision  of  the  Mattapany  estate,  his  health,  his  plans--but  he  fails  to 
tell  us  much  that  we  would  like  to  know.  I  should  like  to  reproduce  the 
document  in  full  but,  because  of  the  nature  of  most  of  the  content,  this 
cannot  be  done.  The  document  has  no  addressee  so  it  is  not  known  for 
whose  eyes  it  was  intended,  and  the  purpose  for  which  it  was  written  may 
only  be  surmised.  We  do  not  know  Zarvona's  state  of  mind  at  the  time 
nor  are  the  complete  circumstances  known  surrounding  the  events  of  the 
narrative . 

The  document  was  produced,  with  expressed  reluctance,  by  my  first- 
cousin  Jim  Thomas  with  the  comment  that  he  had  considered  burning  it. 

1  mention  this  so  that  the  reader  will  understand  that  it  is  not  myself 
alone  who  made  the  decision  to  blue-pencil  the  contents.  To  my  know¬ 
ledge,  Jim  and  myself  are  the  only  living  persons  who  have  read  it.  But 
since  it  is  the  only  authentic  record  we  have  of  Zarvona's  last  years, 
it  should  not  entirely  be  set  aside. 

Hie  eleven  sheets  are  fastened  together  at  the  top  with  a  light 
cord.  They  measure  7  3/4  by  9  3/4  inches.  On  back  of  last  sheet  is 
written  "Rtcha/id' 4  Statement" .  There  is  no  heading  or  title  in  Zarvona's 
handwriting.  In  upper  left  comer  of  each  sheet  is  embossed  the  word 
CONGRESS  and  a  many-columned  building  with  central  and  twin  domes  (the 
trade-mark  of  the  stationer?).  The  pages  have  light  blue  rules  (common 
in  that  day),  25  lines  per  page. 

The  handwriting  is  similar  to,  but  somewhat  more  mature  than,  that 
in  his  letter  to  Mrs.  Nelson;  but  the  writing  is  quite  small,  he  averag¬ 
ing  15  words  per  line.  He  has  made  many  corrections  in  the  text,  begin¬ 
ning  on  page  3  and  increasing  in  number  as  he  progresses,  the  corrections 
being  mostly  for  the  purpose  of  better  expression. 

His  references  to  the  re-division  of  the  Mattapany  estate  have  been 
given  on  page  171.  Further  excerpts  from  "Richard's  Statement"  are  given 
on  the  following  page. 


254 


S  r  •  <'r  »i'«  I  1  1  li  t  i  (  I  I.  I  . ;  ?  -  .  •*..  x 

)/  '  ■  <jso  oH  by/  M  9,(3  la  om,  ,i:  ydj  ic  tail  or!:  :  s 

«ji(Si  * ri  ii  eodoru  owi  tomes:.  ;  raltd  'T 

.  £9fiji  x  ilBil~9.it'  brrr.  oru  gnibroixo  fl'ioto  y, 

. 

.1982FJ  3uorf3xw  jqyoxo  ,qs.o  obieJuo  sri3  03 


'tlSAiV  T2AJ 

t  slab  ,  A  <?i  1  s: i no  1  3rnf3  lolnx  \c:n  o  :  gni:a)»io)  9;  1  an  il 
</ UJ  3io  ctoil  bsafioloi  e«w  ©d  cmij  orlJ  noil  olzl  s'snomiS  ionoioO  lo 
j  tw9n^  iddjil  bits'll  .281  11  i  d3acb  zi ri  lo  ojcb  s  13  03  Idhl  fti  -jj 39 

3  6'r  1  ni  u  3noqe  d  art  *2001,  y3  :  iob  %ic  fj  0931  oxbnx  risod 

•oqoiul  n.  eixuei uq  2uoiu3no.br  ic,mi  t  nx  bar  oxaij^eq  yUbdo-n.  oil  J6d3 

;.;.r  -movo'9  nn  1c  six  coqc,6  sd*  ei  tn:  U  *Jcoi93  ti  ■  u  [jir.u  10 

:  .81  ox  3/<T  ni  n  J3i*iw  gn  inwbiuri  ovaiS  m  irrjrauoob 
■  ib  9  .  ,7  w  Jill  io3h  boonoiioqx  ?9i3luo.  ;  l  ;  n^n; I  erf;,  *H0>3ttSMt 

•  W01  >f  03  iii:  Lluov  jw  3B tlj  dot.:;  au  II 93 

*  w  «:  w  Ji  rtaidtf  I:  Or'.oqiuq  orfj  .mt  sbnejnx  ei>w  ji  z*  0  ozodw 

’  3  2Jns>V‘'  O:  ■  |flJ  01  T1U2  -.Oliyj  290fif.t;  nuoiiD  9  J  \n  *>fh  91  e  TOO 

.  ovx3Ensn 

"3  2ixl  yin  \d  lOin  Jouliii  b9229iqxe  rlJiw  tboouboTq  zbw  Jnomuoob  ydT 

lx  JjidJ  oiBJSTobnu  niw  -  OB91  9iiJ  icdj  on  zr{3  noi3aoni  I 

Ti  be  si  s  v  j !  odw  '.  Dzmq  gnxvil  x*n>  "  ;  ?--xc  lj'o?vr/  b.  p  rt  td3bol 

.obi 2-.  T02  od  XJ  ot i J n  1  )  >n  biuodz  tx 

£  dlxw  q  j  ddi  jf  loriJ-’^oT  bonoT«:Bl  yis  zjdo/te  nsvolo  »rTr 

•i  "  -.-vjM  on  2 x  oioriT  ."Ihsiks^U  notTiiw 

..Jiow  b««eoar  j;  ie  rbt  3  lo  io.ttod  3l  -i  lyqqu  ni  .gni: 1  wb/iBd 

9f:t)  86(.;ob  niwf  bm.  i  i.Jroo  ri  w  ^rribixud  bonruioo  yisr,  e  Unis  22Uno^OD 

I  '  3 fin  '  i  OVfc/f  29:  sq  of(T  .  C^i.oaoi3fij8  otb  lo  ^isrri-obcij 

)  19a  e.anii  ?S  4(x>;b  Jk rlT  fix 

n,#1  tsl**»*  tJAup  2^  ^ni3i*w  tub  JU'.'  irrozl*' ■’,  .till  u*  zxr:  nx 

-  i^jd  « 3X2 ;  j.id  ni  2  >13091100  \n-B.n  ebem  n ri  >11  .oral  n  ,>q  zb-tow  21  5m 
JxXo.  .100  yrl3  t  oszsig  iq  oti  ?*;  isdmu/r  iu  8nx8a©iOfix  bns  £  ©jjsq  no  gnx  i 

.not229iqxs>  io33o d  lo  ©foqiuq  9d:  10}  xil^o  1  gniod 

naoc  sved  -jja/eo  \nBqa33fi  !  )ij  lo  ^  ieivib~9T  9d3  03  zoonsiylsi  axH 
aev  %  sis  •jranosajp.  2,biBdoxM,‘  a, oil  lorftiul  .KI  ogEt-  no  novig 

.ogfiq  gnxwoilol  9d3  no 


Excerpts  from  the  document: 

I  .  .  .  le{t  this  countny  to  make  pnepanations  {on  an  undentaking 
{nom  which  I  expected  to  get  a  modest  income.  {on  the  nemainden  oh  mil 
Lite. 

At  the  time  I  in  gowned  him  o  {  my  plan  and  ,  ,  , 

A  suggestion  was  made  to  him,  in  my  pnesence,  that  I  might  nemain 
hene  to  better  advantage;  he  neplyed :  that  my  plan  was  something  that  I 
had  " canved  out"  {on  myself  and  that  it  was  betten  {on.  me  "to  canny  it 
out ",  ,  ,  .  the  unusually  gneat  personal  nisk  ...  I  had  to  aun  , 

•  • 

.  .  .  waiting  duning  two  yeans ,  at  a  total  loss  to  me  o{  time  and 
o{  considenable  money .  I  had  to  bonnow  money  to  {ind  out  how  mattens 
stood ,  and  netunned  to  this  countny,  ,  .  . 

.  .  .  thnough  the  delay  o{  two  yeans  ,  .  .  that  it  would  be,  not 
only  impossible  {on  me  to  commence  my  oniginal  plan,  but  that  in  Sep- 
temben  J  would  be  intinely  without  money .  ...  I  would  utilize  it 

to  enten  upon  temponany  employment  duning  the  thnee  yeans  to  elapse 
.  .  and  that  then  only  [making  { ive  yeans  lost  time  in  all)  could  I 
commence  my  oniginal  plan .  ...  I  could  not  enten  upon  this  tempo - 

nany  employment  unless  .  .  .  Fnom  this  employment  I  did  not  expect  to 
nealize  anything  {on  the  { utune ,  but  simply  to  de{nay  expenses  duning 
the  thnee  yeans  to  come,  while  I  was  waiting  ...  I  expected  to  com¬ 
mence  my  oniginal  plan,  a{ten  a  lapse  o{  { ive  yeans,  wonse  than  lost 
tine,  and  a  capital  only  about  one  hal{  o{  what  I  might  have  had  { ive 
yeans  pneviously,  (1870)  had  I  ...  as  above  stated  in  the  pnesence 
o{  M n.  T.  Wallis  Blakistone,  The  intenview  took  place  in  my  noom  in 
Bannum's  Hotel,  Baltimone  in  Apnil  1872  , 

I  then  le{t  again  this  countny  believing  it  impossible  that  .  .  . 

tennible  position  in  which  I  would  be  le{t  ...  {on  in  addition  to 

money  tnoubles,  I  was,  ...  ,  in  such  bad  health  that  I  could  not 

do  as  J  liked,  ...  On  both  occasions,  in  1870  and  in  1 872,  I 
yielded  ,  ,  ,  contnany  to  my  judgement;  ,  ,  , 

,  ,  ,  and  I  had  a  second  time  to  bonnow  money,  and  again  came  hene 

to  { ind  out  what  was  the  matten,  J  annived  in  Hovemben  1872,  ,  ,  , 

...  {on  my  losses  on  disappointments  ,  ,  ,  not  only  my  oniginal 
plans  {nustnated,  but  also  pnevented  {nom  obtaining  the  temponany  em¬ 
ployment  be{one  spoken  o{--  ,  ,  ,  told  me  in  the  pnesence  o{  Al*.  J. 

Wm,  Thomas  ,  ,  , 

...  I  centainly  did  not  expect  any  panticulan  expnessions  o{ 
gnatitude,  {on  J  was  acting  just  simply  and  natunally;  and  (since  my 
motives  have  been  so  o{ten  misconstnued) ,  I  will  add  genenowsly,  {on  J 
knew  what  1  was  doing  and  1  was  not  acting  {nom  thoughtlessness  on  neck- 
lessness, 

,  ,  ,  and  I  was  now  about  leaving  "A iattapany"  in  onden  to  .  .  . 
[Note:  this  is  Zarvona's  only  reference  to  his  actually  having  stayed 
at  Mattapany  after  the  war.]  .  .  . 

...  Z  can  not  mone  {onceably  convey  to  those,  who  neatly  know  me, 
my  glonious  idea  o{  his  sense  o{  honon  and  my  absolute  con{idence  in  him, 

,  .  .  I  answened:  "Vou  do  not  know  him,  he  has  such  a  chivalnous  idea 
o{  honon,  that  he  will  be  mone  apt  to  wnong  himsel{  than  me,  {nom  the 
veny  {ean  that  I  might  possibly  be  wnonged", 

,  ,  ,  but  that  now  my  a{{ains  wene  somewhat  complicated,  and  as  one 
on  both  o{  us  night  die,  it  was  betten  to  negulanly  annanige  mattens;  he 
neplyed  to  this  "that  thene  is  but  one  pens  on  ,  ,  ,  and  that  is  my  wi{e 
and  it  is  she  who  has  advised  me  to  act  as  I  do",  Thene{nom  I  {elt  a 
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delicacy  in  uAging  the  Ac quest  .  .  .  At*.  J.  u/m,  Thomas'  testimony  en~ 
ti Aelu  coAAobeAates  my  om, 

.  .  .  Tf its  occuAed  in  my  pAesence,  in  LeonaAd  Tom,  on  oa  about  the. 
1st  0' j  Auguat  1&73. 

.  .  .  Subsequent  events  have  sadly  pAoved  to  me  that  he  meant  just 
exactly  u)hat  he  said . 


From  the  foregoing  we  have  some  insight  into  Zarvona's  final  years. 
Obviously  they  were  not  happy  years.  And  what  a  tragedy!  After  the  mis¬ 
erable  life-worse- than-death  in  prison  from  which  it  is  surprising  that 
he  could  survive  either  mentally  or  physically,  Zarvona  deserved  some¬ 
thing  better.  It  is  natural  that  he  sought  security  for  his  later  years 
and  apparently  he  preferred  action  to  rest  or  retirement,  but  he  found 
none  of  these.  It  is  hoped  that  his  later  life  was  not  altogether  as 
troubled  as  we  surmise  from  the  limited  recorded  history.  His  devoted 
mother  had  died  in  1871,  but  there  remained  family  and  friends.  Undoubt¬ 
edly  from  some  of  them  he  received  a  degree  of  happiness  and  comfort. 

*  »  * 


THE  REAL  ZARVONA 

What  was  the  true  character  of  Zarvona?  What  was  he  really  like? 
Many  characterizations  have  been  given  herein,  by  both  friend  and  foe, 
family  and  acquaintances.  As  to  personal  description,  characteristics, 
temperment,  and  so  forth,  more  has  been  said  of  Zarvona  than  of  his  two 
brothers.  And  yet  somehow  we  know  him  less.  Perhaps  this  is  because 
Captain  George  and  Grandfather  were  more  "average"  individuals,  while 
Zarvona  was  a  very  different  sort  of  man,  a  more  complicated  personality. 

A  man  is  often  revealed  in  what  he  himself  writes,  and  in  this  re¬ 
spect  more  space  has  been  given  to  the  Captain  and  orator  and  to  the 
soldier  making  notes  on  the  battlefield  than  to  the  adventurer  fighting 
over  much  of  the  globe.  The  possession  of  Zarvona's  letter  to  Mrs.  Nel¬ 
son  gave  me  the  first  feeling  of  reality  as  to  the  man  and,  in  fact,  was 
largely  responsible  for  my  efforts  to  learn  more  about  him.  It  is  likely 
that  other  letters  are  in  existence;  it  is  believed  that  seven  letters 
of  Zarvona  were  given  to  the  Maryland  Historical  Society  some  forty  years 
ago,  but  extensive  search  has  failed  to  uncover  them.  No  photograph  of 
Zarvona  is  known  to  exist,  but  both  Hilah  and  Llew  think  they  have  seen 
one;  a  search  of  their  attic  was  fruitless. 

Zarvona  was  a  controversial  figure.  Although  the  family  generally 
was  proud  of  him,  a  few  were  unsympathetic,  and  this  attitude  extended  to 
the  next  generation.  And  there  were  even  some  wild  stories  of  him,  told 
by  intimate  friends  of  the  family;  but  the  raconteurs  could  not  possibly 
have  known  the  details,  and  we  must  set  aside  these  "facts"  as  hearsay. 

It  may  be  that  the  few  Thomases  who  resented  Zarvona  did  so  because  he 
dared  to  be  different,  even  to  the  extent  of  taking  unto  himself  another 
name.  Zarvona  had  a  flair  for  the  theatrical,  but  there  is  no  suggestion 
of  vanity.  We  have  seen  that  two  writers,  one  a  friend  and  the  other  an 
enemy,  have  told  us  that  Zarvona  had  certain  eccentricities,  but  this  is 
not  further  explained.  And  it  is  not  understandable  why  the  bare  facts 
of  his  participation  in  the  Chinese  and  Italian  affaires  are  so  often 
mentioned,  but  never  are  any  details  given. 
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As  to  Zarvona's  decision  to  pursue  the  life  of  a  soldier  of  fortune 
and  adventurer  (if  we  may  so  describe  his  profession) ,  we  have  the  words 
of  his  brother  that  he  was  "aroused  by  tiie  idea  of  a  people  seeking  lib¬ 
erty".  We  may  conclude  that  Zarvona  was  carrying  out  what  he  sincerely 
believed  his  dedicated  calling  despite  his  own  statement  that  "my  mo¬ 
tives  have  been  so  often  misconstrued". 

We  shall  never  know  completely  what  Zarvona  was  really  like.  The 
best  we  can  do  is  to  accept  the  evaluation  of  those  who  knew  him  best. 
Among  these,  certainly,  was  John  Letcher  of  Virginia.  The  Governor  was 
a  man  of  integrity,  he  knew  Zarvona  intimately,  and  he  set  up  living 
quarters  in  the  Executive  Mansion  in  Richmond. for  Zarvona's  use.  He 
made  use  of  many  superlatives  in  describing  Zarvona,  and  there  is  no 
reason  to  believe  the  Covemor  had  reason  to  distort  the  truth. 

But  the  ultimate  tribute  to  Zarvona  perhaps  is  that,  less  than 
twenty  months  after  he  found  his  final  resting  place  in  the  family 
burial  lot  at  Deep  Falls,  a  son  was  born  to  Grandfather,  and  this  boy 
was  named  after  the  Colonel.  This  would  not  have  come  about  except 
that  James  William  had  great  admiration  and  respect  for  his  brother 
Zarvona. 


257 


io  six I  »dj  duatuq  nj  noiaihob  c'snovis^  o*  M 
9(i3  JV6i!  5W  ,(no£229loiq  lid  odii^ob  Oc  X£'*T  1/)  13*£'J73VU  bfU, 

’  rJ  1  nr}bl  v  t  v  l  igao/r,”  ciBv  td  j,  ft  t*> ‘jc*id  ?.id  o 
Juo  3nx-(7i0D  2t>  w  *  ovifiS  jfidj  abuiDno?  *i,t  .mvi*io 

9X/1  i  r.03Siri1  ;  >?io  02  /(£>sd  *>V6ft  l*v>.  J 


,  i-  ■  £  J  i8jr  2fiw  Bnovii:  ft  •  rtw  xlQjeiq^oo  won*  to  Ul.,z  / 

,  j  *it<j  .uxjI  -  jaU  oriw  dcio/U  jo  no  ijLjl&vo  oril  .;  qc  jx.  jJ  t  -  c;>  ;  ;  ^  .•■  ,  ,»c  1 

***'  TOnT*voC  9rfr  .*ini*ixV  lo  nriol.  «av»  txinit*T93  t  \terij  gnorrA 

t-?  e>!  ons  .xi  jm/JJi  snovrsS  w  o  i  t\Jii  )ejru  \o  nun  l 
9tu  c-'rnov'ftS  tto!  .bnccirfoxfl  ni  noxtnsM  oviXuoex-J  sr.i  ni 
o;  e*  fn^fb  bnt  4snov'ifi-;  grridixoieb  ni  itvicrslToqi/i  x™‘*  lo  zau  step; 

j  *  . .  ^  j  •»  k-b  rf  ir  "T  'VO  )  or  ]  c  .ail:  n  j  r?02dOT 

*  ->*  t  f* rll  e  2f,.e  fisq  snov:  'i.  oj  o^t/diu  oicTi,  1 1 ju  j xf .  jnti 

9c^I(  ^nijao-x  iBnxl  aid  b -uol  id  i<  tie  g,J  nr.  jns  r* 

' '1d  «  :  3/ j  album 3  XI  in  or  2js  w  £10  2  I  ,  2iuq  rsou  t*  ,o{  uiiud 
■*■  3VBI  —  ' 

d  i  [  >1  J03Cc91  f:  lOl  :  1  ,  ub>.  C  H  L  d  iMXil.  W  23  X  I  !t 


APPENDIX 


FURTHER  REMINISCENCES  OF  MATTAPAN/ 

After  reading  the  proof  sheets  of  this  book,  Hilda  Thomas  Mumford 
started  telling  me  stories  of  her  own  about  Mattapany.  I  listened  with 
great  interest  and,  during  a  pause,  I  commented  that  her  stories  should 
have  been  in  the  book;  "I  will  fit  them  in  somehow",  I  said.  Weeks 
passed  without  receiving  the  stories  from  Hilda,  and  I  sent  her  an  urgent 
reminder.  Although  I  can  truthfully  make  the  modest  statement  that  all 
Thomases  tend  toward  perfection,  a  common  fault  (myself  excepted)  is  that 
generally  Thomases  are  slow  in  answering  correspondence.  Hilda  is  no 
exception.  But  finally  I  received  a  reply:  "Your  good  letter,  Armstrong, 
was  home  when  I  got  back  on  Tuesday;  here,  then,  are  the  bare  facts,  to 
be  edited  and  used  or  discarded  as  you  please".  Her  enclosed  pages,  evi¬ 
dently  hurriedly  written,  are  given  below,  only  slightly  edited  by  myself. 
But  they  were  too  long  to  be  "fitted  in",  hence  this  appendix. 

One.  of  my  eanliest  m monies  o f  M attapany  is  of  heavy  i oinds  and  sheets 
o ^  AjcUn  against  the.  windows .  Since,  the' le  mene  no  ponches  cut  that  tin\e , 
the  n ain  lathed  against  the  panes  on  the  niven  side*  Thene  mene  stnange 
sounds  with  the  minds  and  you  could  hean  notes  issuing  fnom  the  chimney, 
alt  ( mone  on  less)  in  hanmony.  I  loved  the  sound,  and  I  used  to  lie  on 
my  tiumij  in  fnont  of  the  f ineplace  in  the  living  noom  and  listen .  I  mas 
told  that  thene  mene  oxines  fastened  to  the  chimney  -top,  put  thene  to 
maize  the  music  which  I  heand  mheneven  the  mind  bleu), 

Thene  mas  one  hoax  eveny  day  mheneven  I  mas  at  Mattapany  mhen  I 
must  sem  unden  Aunt  Lou's  eagle  eye.  " Sixteen  stitches  to  the  inch, 
please."  Hen  most  damning  cniticism  of  a  momcui  mas  to  say  "She  mould 
take  3  on  4  stitches  to  the  inch"  --  obviously  no  lady.  And  I  stitched, 
and  had  it  nipped,  and  I  stitched  again,  mhile  the  boys  played  anound. 
Those  hideous  undenga/uvents  I  made  mene  vintage  1S70,  and  theonetically 
mene  to  be  monn  by  me.  One  day  Geonge  Calvent  asked  o f  me  what  on  eanth 
I  mas  making.  be f one  I  could  say  a  mond,  Aunt  Lou  appeaned  fnom  ups  tains 
and  spoke  out:  "Geonge  Calvent,  go  to  youn  noom  at  once!"  Houns  laten, 
in  a  mhispened  explanation,  he  nevealed  his  inexcusable  cnime  --  he  had 
enquined  of  a  lady  about  hen  sewing!  [Note:  Aunt  Lou,  for  many  years, 
was  responsible  for  the  exquisite  work  on  the  altar  linen  and  clerical 
vestments  used  at  Old  St.  Paul's  Church  in  Baltimore.] 

I  mas  about  eight  mhen  Vanwin's  theony  o f  evolution  bnoke  upon  my 
honizon,  and  I  nemmben  my  excitement  as  I  came  into  the  sitting  noom  to 
explain  to  the  gnomnups  this  fascinating  idea.  I  mas  not  intennupted  but, 
mhen  1  finished,  Aunt  Lou  spoke  up:  "That  is  intenesting,  and  thene  may 
be  some  tnuth  in  it;  but  1  wish  you  to  knom  that  if  you  one  descended 
fno)n  apes,  Hilda,  it  is  on  youn  mothen's  side,  and  HOT  thnough  the 
Thomases !" 

V omn  beyond  the  banns  thene  mas  a  lorn  mhitemashed  house  in  the  field , 
Thene  mas  no  fence  anound  it  and  the  gnound  in  fnont  mas  beaten  bane  by 
childnen's  feet.  That  house  mas  aloays  oun  finst  p ont  of  call  mhen  me 
annived  at  Mattapany.  Aunt  Fniscilla,  tiny,  mithened,  ex-slave,  digni¬ 
fied  and  aivesome,  must  be  visited!  And  so  you  nan  thnough  the  bannyand, 
clutching  in  youn  haixd  a  piece  of  silven  mhich  mas  a  pant  of  the  nitual 
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for  old  and  young,  Vou  knocked  on  the  door,  stepped  oven  the  till,  and 
when  xnside  you  shook  hand a;  your  growth,  your  hasr,  and  your  manner 
were  commented  upon  --  and  then  summer  had  begun.  In  a  owe  mysterious 
way  the  coin  meanwhile  had  left  your  hand  and  had  a  tuck  to  Aunt  Prls- 
cslia' a  --  It  woa  -ieeu  no  more  by  the  giver  and  woa  never  mentioned. 

Far  down  at  the  edge.  of  the  laion  at  the  never  front  woa  a  slight 
rise  before  the  lawn  gave  way  to  the  bank  aid  the  shore.  It  woa  once 
an  Indian  burial  mound.  Slowly  oa  the  bank  waAhed  may  the  mound  dis¬ 
appeared ,  but  not  without  being  a  joy  to  thoAe  children  before  192 0  who 
found  f ascinating  arrow  headA  and  bones  thereabout.  done  of  these  cb- 
jectA  bore  any  meaning  to  us,  but  they  were  fun  to  find  --  u Aually 
along  the  shore  after  a  Atom  had  washed  out  a  bit  more  bank  --  and  the 
collection  woa  kept  on  a  table  In  the  Hoang  room  to  be  played  with  by 
thoAe  too  young  to  hunt.  [Note:  1  do  not  remember  the  mound  but,  at 
the  time  of  the  Maryland  Tercentenary  (1934),  I  reluctantly  presented 
my  small  collection  of  such  items  to  the  newly- reproduced  State  House 
at  St.  Mary's  City.  The  objects  were  exhibited  with  an  explanatory 
card  reading  "Arrow  heads  and  hatchet  heads  from  Mattapany  loaned  by 
Armstrong  Thomas,  Jr."  The  card  has  since  been  removed,  but  the  objects 
are  still  on  display.) 

And  I  remember  f reouently  sitting  on  a  Atool ,  listening  to  the 
stories  Oa  the  grown-u pa;  thlA  woa  an  established  custom:  "Get  a  Atool, 
dear ",  they  would  say,  "and  come  Alt  by  me  ao  I  can  tell  you "  --  any¬ 
thing  It  woa  you  wanted  to  know,  or  whatever  they  wanted  you  to  know. 
Aunt  Kat  woa  full  of  f aAclnating  AtoricA  of  her  youth,  pre-war  Maryland 
and  Virginia,  0 f  the  wonderful  vlAltA,  3 our  days  by  carriage  to  Berry- 
vllle,  Virginia,  and  the  month-long  visits  that  made  Audi  trlpA  worth¬ 
while.  One  never  went  alone  --  the  voaIIa  Included  four  or  f ive  0 f  the 
family.  And  ao  "In  AeaAon"  Mattapany  would  be  full  0$  social  gaiety. 
Miss  Eleanor  Carroll  frequently  came  for  lengthly  visits.  She  told 
oatrageous  tales  of  Zarvona's  amorous  pursuits  within  the  county.  Zar- 
vona,  for  some  period  In  his  life,  lived  bij  himself,  In  a  small  shack 
on  the  M.attapany  estate.  M Is  A  Eleanor's  further  tales  were  of  court 
life  In  St.  Petersburg,  in  Berlin,  and  in  Vienna  In  the  late  19th  cen¬ 
tury.  All  the  color,  glanw-r,  exewtejnent,  and  brilliance  came  alive  In 
the  halls  of  Mattapany .  And  I  remember,  once,  asking  about  an  over¬ 
heard  conment,  "Miss  Eleanor,  why  did  you  put  your  real  emeralds  In  a 
bank  In  Europe  and  why  do  you  wear  maize- believe?"  We  were  at  dinner 
and  Miss  Eleanor  sat  In  her  formal  white  evening  dress,  with  a  blaze 
of  emeralds  around  her  lovely  throat,  banding  her  wrist,  and  crowning 
her  head.  "No,  Loulie,  let  her  ask",  she  said,  "the  emeralds  are  very 
precious,  child,  a>id  a  temptation  to  theft,  so  father  had  then  copied 
In  Paris,  and  then  put  in  the  vaults  In  a  bajilz  there.  They  are  famous, 
and  I  love  them  for  the  Czar  of  Pussla  gave  then  to  me  on  my  18th 
birthday.  But,  tike  you,  I  thought  it  silly  to  lock  up  what  you  love, 
and  when  father  died,  1  put  the  imitation  stones  In  the  bank,  and  ever 
since  1  wear  the  real  ones". 

Aunt  Lou  sent  for  me  at  college,  to  come  down  and  help  close  Matta¬ 
pany  after  It  was  sold.  "Nothing  that  was  ours  is  to  be  left;  what  we 
don't  want,  pile  In  the  yard  and  bum"  --  those  were  her  orders.  Cousin 
Jeanette  Brome  had  been  asked  to  come  up  from  St.  Mary' s  City,  and  she 
had  a  truclz  sent  up.  Father  had  a  scow  brought  over  from  our  place 
beyond  Solomon's  Island,  and  Aunt  Lou  had  a  van  for  her  things;  she 
pointed  out  what  she  wanted  and  it  was  carried  out.  Large  pieces  of 
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fauAnituAe  that  a  fa> ig  houAe  could  uAe  went  to  Cousin  Jeanette,  Odd 
chaiAA  and  picture*  went  to  the  A cow,  TheAe  looa  the  laAge  engAaving  ofi 
the  School  ot  A then*  that  hung  in  the  hall;  a*  it  woa  being  moved,  one 
ofa  the  men  a Aked  what  it  woa,  and  another  A aid,  "Voan  you  know?  Vat' A 
de  Laiwd' a  Loa'  SuppeA"  --  and  they  alt  Amoved  theiA  hatA,Atood  in  si¬ 
lence  a  moment,  and  then  caAAied  out  the  philoAopheAA ,  At  faouA  o'clock 
we  stopped  £oa  tea  in  the  dining  Aoom  o&  an  almost  mpty  houAe  —  tea 
with,  all  the  j onmality  o$  old.  Only  when  fiatheA'A  cup  went  back  £oa  a 
second,  Aunt  Lou  pouAed  in  the  hot  wateA  to  AinAe  it,  and  then  with 
cold  delibeAation,  Ahe  pouAed  the  contentA  on  the  & Iooa  with  the  heaAt- 
bAeaking  Atatment,  "Nothing  matteAA  any  moAe" , 

And  veAy  late  I  woa  given  a  $ laAhback  to  Mattapany  in  the  70' a, 
FatheA  woa  dying  and,  when  I  aAked  i £  theAe  woa  anything  I  could  do  £oa 
him,  he  A  aid  he  wanted  the  caAt  iAon  $ iAeback  ^Aom  the  dining  Aoom  at 
Mattapany,  to  be  put  in  hiA  & iAeplace  in  town.  So  1  went  down  to  the 
countAy,  got  a  permit  to  enteA  goveAnment  land,  and  woa  dAiven  up  the 
Aoad  to  a  AtAipped  home  --  all  plaAteA  gone,  a  Aough  Atone  houAe  Ae- 
vealing  the  oniginal  AtAuctuAe,  the  bAick  libAOAy  and  paAloA  added  on, 
the  ^omeA  gneat  Atone  doonway  in  the  weAt  centeA  wall  o&  the  hallway 
all  bAicked  in,  0&  couaaz  I  could  have  the  fiiAeback;  it  woa  in  the 
cellaA,  The  whole  £ loo a  woa  eaten  by  teAmiteA  and  it  had  fallen 
thAough  when  they  Atanted  Aebuilding,  The  a iAeback  tuAned  out  to  be 
two  enomouA  pieceA  o{  iAon,  ao  heavy  that  each  piece  could  baAely  be 
lifted  by  Aix  men.  It  iA  Atilt  in  the  cellaA  at  Mattapany  I  AuppoAe, 
^oa  I  le^t  it  theAe,  And  when  I  Aat  by  &atheA  again  to  explain  why  I'd 
lefat  it,  he  Amiled:  "It  iA  all  Aight,  TheAe  woa  alwayA  a  &iAe  in  that 
6 iAeplace  when  we  weAe  young.  The  Acene  on  the  iAeback  woa  o$  a  child 
Aitting  in  a  $ ield  o$  floweAA,  and  theAe  weAe  Aheep  aAound,  and  one  woa 
ciAcled  up  in  hiA  lap.  And  oa  the  &iAe  buAned  down,  glowing  aAheA 
touched  the  top  ofi  eveAy  Aheep' a  back,  and  tipped  the  &loweA  petalA, 
while  they  made  a  ApaAkling  halo  aAound  the  boy' A  head.  It  woa  veAy 
beautiful,  veAy  peaceful,  and  we  all  AhaAed  it," 


★  *  * 


GOVERNOR  JAMES  THOMAS 

The  Letters  to  the  Editors  concerning  Governor  Thomas,  written  by 
Armstrong  Thomas  and  James  Walter  Thomas,  referred  to  on  page  136,  are 
reproduced  on  the  next  three  pages.  The  letters  appeared  in  the  Balti¬ 
more  SUN  of  18  February  1907. 
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GOVERNOR  THOMAS  DEFENDED 


Aft  a  Inst  Some  Ifis- 
Oritiolsmw. 


Strong  Protests 
torlenl 

Meas-rs.  Editors: 

In  your  issue  of  Sunday,  February  10. 
Mr.  Heinrich  Ewald  Buchholz  has  essayed 
n  biography  of  Gov.  James  Thomas.  In 
which  he  is  referred  to  as  a  “seedv  Fed¬ 
eralist”  and  a  “lightweight  Intellect.”  In 
illustration  of  the  latter  characterization 
he  affirms  that  “he  gave  too  much  thought 
to  petty  things  and  overlooked  completely 
the  Mg  affairs.”  So  broad  an  assertion 
can  hardly  be  answered  in  the  limited 
space  here  permitted.  The  assertion,  how¬ 
ever,  is  one  that  a  responsible  historian 
would  not  have  ventured  without  the  pro¬ 
duction  of  facts  in  its  justification.  But 
the  biographer  sees  fit  to  call  attention  to 
but  one  example  of  this  undue  attention 
to  petty  things.  He  says:  “He  discussed 
the  question  of  education,  but  Instead  of 
devising  ways  by  which  the  standard  of 
public  instruction  could  be  improved  he 
wrote  an  essay  which  contained  the  rea¬ 
soning  of  a  child  and  the  sentiments  of  a 
backwoodsman.  He  asserted:  'Superior 
intellectual  capacity  is  peculiar  to  no 
class,  to  no  particular  description  of  per¬ 
sons  and.  consequently,  is  oftener  to  be 
found  in  the  cottage  than  In  ttie  palace.’  ” 
I  must  admit  that  I  fail  to  see  evidenced 
In  the  words  quoted  either  the  reasoning 
of  a  child  or  the  sentiments  of  S  back¬ 
woodsman,  nor  do  I  deem  public  education 
one  of  the  petty  things.  Tfye  truth  of  the 
assertion  "that  superior  intellectual  ca¬ 
pacity  is  peculiar  to  no  class”  is  apparent 
from  a  most  casual  reference  to  the  an¬ 
cestry  of  our  great  men.  We  have  but  to 
refer  to  Washington  and  Lee  ns  examples 
of  supreme  intellectual  capacity  among  our 
American  aristocracy,  and  to  Lincoln  and 
Clay  as  representatives  from  the  cabin.  In 
order  that  those  more  fully  acquainted 
with  the  principles  of  our  Institutions 
than  the  name  Heinrich  Buchholz  would 
indicate  the  biographer  to  be  may  Judge 
whether  the  reasoning  therein  is  that  of  a 
child  or  the  sentiment  that  of  a  back¬ 
woodsman,  I  give  in  full  the  text  of  that 
portion  of  the  message  of  Governor  Thomas 
asking  from  the  Legislature  a  liberal  ap¬ 
propriation  for  public  education,  to  which 
Mr.  Buchholz  has  referred:  “There  is  no 
subject  upon  the  mention  of  which  the 
patriot’s  heart  will  more  fully  expand,  or 
upon  which  the  enlightened  Republican 
statesman  more  delights  to  dwell,  than 
the  education  of  the  rising  generation. 
Upon  them  and  upon  their  wisdom  and  vir¬ 
tue  will  greatly  depend  the  liberty,  pros¬ 
perity  and  happiness  of  thousands  unborn. 
They  are  destined  to  fill  the  places  of 
each  and  all  of  us;  they  are  to  be  the 


Lit'h'S  of  ul)  our  possessions;  tin*  first  on- 
lect  of  our  affection  ;  let  them  bo  also  the 
first,  as  well  ns  the  last,  object  of  our 
bounty.  In  vain  do  we  hope  for  a  govern¬ 
ment  of  equal  liberty  if  a  very  large  por¬ 
tion  of  our  follow-citizens  be  Incapable  of 
appreciating  Its  advantages.  In  vain  do  we 
talk  of  equality,  while  the  light  of  science 
sheds  the  beams  upon  the  minds  of  a  few 
only  of  our  citizens.  In  vain  do  we  cal¬ 
culate  upon  the  perpetuity  of  our  happy 
form  ef  government  If  those  who  come 
after  us  shall  be  too  unlettered  to  learn 
from  the  instructive  page  of  history  its 
origin  and  great  comparative  advantages. 
The  strength,  prosperity  and  general  well¬ 
being  of  all  republics  emphatically  de¬ 
pend  upon  the  virtue  and  intelligence  of 
the'  great  body  of  the  people;  and  in  a 
government  so  purely  republican  as  ours, 
-where  it  is  not  only  the  right,  but  the 
duty  of  every  citizen,  at  short  Intervals, 
to  exercise  his  full  and  equal  share  of 
the  sovereign  power,  it  would  seem  to  be 
peculiarly  the  duty  of  the  body  politic 
to  teke  care  that  everyone  shall  have  the 
means  afforded  of  becoming  capable  of  ex¬ 
ercising  that  power  and  performing  that 
duty  understanding^.  The  mental  capa¬ 
bility  of  her  youth  constitutes  the  richest 
mine — the  greatest  resource  of  the  state. 
'Assuredly,  then,  we  should  provide  that 
this  mine  be  worked — that  this  great  re¬ 
source  be  developed.  How  often  do  we 
see  youths  of  superior  natural  endowment, 
who  'might  become,  if  educated,  the  pride 
and  ornaments  of  their  country,  growing 
up  in  ignorance  and  vice  because  their 
parents  have  the  misfortune  to  be  too  poor 
to  furnish  the  means  of  educating  them? 
And  how  many  instances  of  this  sort  will 
not  our  State  afford!  Superior  intellect¬ 
ual  capacity  is  peculiar  to  no  class;  to  no 
particular  description  of  persons,  and, 
i  onsequently,  is  oftener  to  be  found  in 
the  cottage  than  in  the  palace — most  fre¬ 
quently  occurring  among  the  most  numer¬ 
ous  class.” 

The  biographer,  commenting  on  the  serv¬ 
ice's  of  Governor  Thomas  in  the  lower 


house  of  the  Legislature  (he '  makes  no 
reference  to  his  services  in  the  Senate) 
states  that  in  that  body  he  gave  his  con¬ 
stituents  entire  satisfaction.  There  is  an 
implication  in  the  statement,  however, 
that  the  opinion  of  those  constituents  (pre¬ 
sumably  also  backwoodsmen)  carried  little 
weight  with  the  eminent  historian  and  bi¬ 
ographer.  From  Mr.  Buchholz’s  biography 
it  appears  that  James  Thomas  was  three 
times  elected  as  Chief  Executive  of  the 
State  (the  third  time  without  opposition).  1 
At  that  time  the  Governor  was  elected 
by  the  Legislature,  which  was  composed 
of  representative  men  from  every  section 
of  the  State.  His  first  election  would 
therefore  seem  to  indicate  that  his  serv- 
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ices  in  the  Senate  and  in  the  House  of 
Delegates  had  met  with  the  approval  of 
Ills  colleagues  as  well  as  of  his  constitu¬ 
ents.  Ills  subsequent  elections  might,  to 
an  unprejudiced  mirul,  indicate  that  he 
had  tilled  the  office  of  Governor  to  the  sat¬ 
isfaction  of  a  majority  of  the  people  of 
the  State. 

The  period  of  Governor  Thomas  admin¬ 
istration  is  referred  to  as  the  “bank  mob 
period.”  By  other  historians  it  is  de¬ 
scribed  as  the  “era  of  internal  improve¬ 
ment  ”  Which  designation  is  the  more  fit¬ 
ting  may  be  judged  from  the  weight  to  be 
attached  the  the  opinions  of  the  several 

writers.  „  ,  ... 

To  the  reference  to  him  as  a  Federalist 

‘Tun  to  seed”  I  take  no  offense.  In  the 
opinion  of  Mr.  Buchholz  the  whole  Whig 
party  was  but  the  Federalist  pat  ty  run  to 
seed”  and  the  reference  is,  therefore,  imper¬ 
sonal.  The  Whig  party  Oi.  that  day  was  the 
O  mservative  party,  opposed  to  the  extreme 
doctrines  of  the  Federalists  on  one  hand 
and  to  the  executive  usurpation  of  Jackson 
on  the  other  Like  most  conservative  par¬ 
ties,  while  safeguarding  the  most  vital  in¬ 
terests  of  the  nation,  it  failed  of  outwaid 
success,  the  populace  oscillating  between 
extremes.  Its  principles,  as  expressed  in 
its  platform  of  1844,  were  “a  well-regulat¬ 
ed  natioual  currency,  a  tariff  for  revenue  to 
defray  the  necessary  expenses  of  govern¬ 
ment  and  discrimination  with  special  refer¬ 
ence  to  the  protection  of  the  domestic  labor 
of  the  country  ;  a  single  term  for  the  Presi¬ 
dency  and  a  reform  of  executive  usurpa¬ 
tion.”  By  some  it  might  not  be  deemed  un¬ 
patriotic  to  hope  that  one  of  the  great  par¬ 
ties  of  today  would  ‘Tun  to  seed.” 

Mr. Buchholz  further  states  that“Thomas” 
was  by  persuasion  decidedly  aristocratic 
and  that  in  not  a  few’  of  his  public  perform¬ 
ances  there  is  seen  in  him  a  striving  after 
that  kingly  demeanor  which  came  natural 
to  some  of  his  predecessors,  but  which  was 
decidedly  artificial  in  him.  As  a  descendant 
-of  the  first  Lord  Proprietary  and  of  the 
first  royal  Governor  of thh  province  it  would 
be  surprising  if  he  were  not  a  little  proud 
of  his  aristocracy.  That  he  strove  after  a 
kingly  demeanor,  however,  I  was  not  aware. 
As  it  is  in  a  number  of  public  performances 
that  Mr.  Buchholz  has  detected  this  striv¬ 
ing  I  hope  he  will  be  kind  enough  to  fur¬ 
nish  me  with  a  reference  to  one  such  per¬ 
formance.  Akm  strong  Thomas. 

Baltimore,  February  12. 


Ahother  Protect. 

Messrs  Editors  : 

In  Tirn  Sun  of  Sunday,  February  10,  | 
there  appeared  an  article  entitled  “The 
Governors  of  Maryland,”  subtitle  ‘‘James 
Tuornas.”  Thisisone  of  a  series  of  articles 
doubtless  designed  by  The  Sun  for  the 
laudable  purpose  of  making,  what  they 
might  have  been  if  edited  upon  broader 
lines,  a  valuable  contribution  to  Mary¬ 
land  history.  But  contracted  in  scope  and 
meager  in  data  as  they  are,  they  do  not 
possess  the  merit  anticipated  for  them, 
either  as  blogruphy  or  as  history.  In  fact,  ' 
they  are  practically  limited  to  a  brief 
sketch  of  the  subject,  and  an  account  of  the 
rise  and  fall  of  political  parties  In  Mary- 
I  land,  though  these  are  usually  linked  up 
with  an  attack  upon  contemporaneous  con¬ 
ditions,  as  seen  from  within  the  circle  of 
the  author’s  narrow  orb.  In  the  particu¬ 
lar  article  in  question,  it  was  Governor 
Thomas  himself  who  was  made  the  subject 
of  the  author’s  malevolent  and  vindictive 
spirit,  but  even  that  had  to  have  its  tan¬ 
gent  and  its  sidelights. 

Governor  Thomas  is  charged  with  hav- 
;  ing  had  aristocratic  tendencies,  and  this 
suggestion  forthwith  furnished  the  excuse 
for  a  most  wanton  and  flagrantattack  upon 
all  the  Revolutionary  and  patriotic  socie¬ 
ties  in  the  eountrv.  eo-nHuriing  it  with  on 
accusation  and  e  fling,  a£  grossly  exagger¬ 
ated  and  equally  as  scurrilous,  against  the 
customs  and  manners  of  the  people  of  Mary¬ 
land.  When  he  returns  from  this  desultory  , 
degression  and  unwarranted  assault,  to  the 
subject  of  bis  sketch,  he  exercises  even  still 
less  restraint  upon  his  imagination  and  his 
temper,  as  though  wishing  to  hold  Gov¬ 
ernor  Thomas  responsible  for  those  fancied 
conditions.  * 

He  could  not  even  be  fair  and  candid  In 
recording  the  official  positions  held  by  Gov¬ 
ernor  Thomas,  stating  in  effect,  that  his 
political  experience  had  been  limited  to  a 
service  of  six  years  in  the  Lower  House  of  > 
the  General  Assembly,  and  omitting  al¬ 
together  the  slightest  allusion  to  his  long  ! 
term  in  the  Senate  of  Maryland,  prior  to  j 
his  election  as  Governor  of  the  State,  the 
most  active  period,  perhaps,  in  his  political  , 
career. 

He  says  Governor  Thomas  has  been  re¬ 
ferred  to  as  the  ‘‘Bank  Mob  Governor.” 
This  is  a  willful  misstatement  of  fact.  No¬ 
where  can  be  found  such  an  allusion  to  him, 
except  as  the  result  of  the  author’s  own 
puerile  imagination.  President  JacksoQ, 
‘whose  attitude  toward  the  United  States 
Bank  largely  brought  about  the  failure  of 
che  Bank  of  Maryland  and  of  so  man> 
other  Institutions  throughout  the  country, 
might  with  equal  propriety  be  character¬ 
ized  as  the  “Bauk  r«l!urr  President,”  and 
yet,  with  nl!  the  enemies  he  had,  no  one 
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•has  bean  found  so  eminently  unfair  as  to 
invent  such  a  tit lo  for  him.  What  Gov¬ 
ernor  Thomas,  or  his  administration  had 
to  do  with  the  failure  of  the  Bank  of  Mary¬ 
land,  It  is  Impossible  for  a  sane  or  think¬ 
ing  man  to  see,  any  more  than  that  the 
President  of  the  United  States  is  today 
responsible  for  the  failure  of  national  banks 
so  frequently  occurring.  It  is,  however, 
a  fact  that  when  the  disturbances  which 
were  incident  upon  this  hank  failure  came 
Governor  Thomas  promptly  placed  himself 
at  the  command  of  the  proper  authorities, 
with  readiness  to  act  within  constitutional 
limits,  and  left  no  duty  in  that  connection 
as  executive  of  the  State  unfulfilled. 

He  says  Governor  Thomas  “advocated 
unlimited  Internal  improvement  at  the  ex¬ 
pense  of  the  State  and  nation.”  This  is  a'lgo 
a  perversion  of  the  facta  In  tbe  case.  Gov¬ 
ernor  Thomas,  as  member  of  the  Senate, 
became  the  active  and  leading  exponent  of 
|  a  system  of  internal  Improvements  looking 
to  the  promotion  of  the  State  and  the  devel¬ 
opment  of  its  resources.  To  this  end  he 
warmly  and  earnestly  urged  upon  the  floor 
of  the  Seuate  the  building  of  the  Chesa¬ 
peake  and  Ohio  canal,  the  Susquehanna 
(now  Northern  Central)  and  the  Baltimore 
and  Ohio  railroads,  but  It  nowhere  appears 
that  he  was  In  favor  of  the  system  to  an 
“unlimited”  extent  or  that  the  work  should 
be  done  at  the  public  expense.  But  It  was 
a  fact  everywhere  conceded  that  these  great 
arteries  of  trade  could  pot  be  constructed 
except  by  the  State  lending  to  them  Its  aid. 
To  two  of  them  loans  were  made  during  the 
administration  of  Governor  Ttyomas,  and, 
as  suggested,  perhaps  largely  through  his 
Influence,  that  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio 
Canal  and  the  Susquehanna  Railroad.  $L\- 
000,000  to  the  former  and  $1,000,000  to  the 
latter.  So  much  In  earnest  were  the  people 
over  the  passage  of  this  measure  that  dele¬ 
gations  from  different  sections  of  the  State 
went  to  Annapolis  to  urge  Its  success,  and 
It  passed  both  houses  of  the  General  As¬ 
sembly  by  nearly  a  two-thirds  majority. 
This  plan  of  Industrial  development  was 
advocated  by  a  great  majority  of  the  lead¬ 
ing  men  of  the  State.  New  York  had  pur¬ 
sued  a  similar  policy  with  Its  Erie  canal, 
as  'had  Pennsylvania  with  Its  then  Impor¬ 
tant  waterway  between  the  cities  of  Pitts¬ 
burg  and  Philadelphia.  Washington  had 
stood  sponsor  for  a  similar  system  of  com¬ 
mercial  expansion,  as  had  also  Madison, 
Monroe  and  both  the  elder  and  younger 
Adams.  Great  indeed  was  the  public  inter¬ 
est  that  had  been  awakened  In  economic 
and  industrial  development,  and  as  a  means 
of  affording  better  commercial  facilities 
the  period  covered  by  the  administration  of 
Governor  Thomas  was  marked  by  perhaps 
unprecedented  activity  along  those  lines. 
The  first  geological  survey  of  the  State  was 
provided  for  at  that  time,  numerous  ferries 


and  bridges  were  constructed  across  the 
freshwater  streams  of  the  State,  a  large 
,  number  of  companies  were  incorporated  for 
the  building  of  turnpikes  and  highways,  the 
.  “National  Pike,”  the  great  roadway  con- 

<  nectlng  the  East  and  the  West,  was  being 
completed  by  the  national  Government,  and 

j  out  of  which  grew  that  spirited  correjspond- 
'ence  between  Governor  Thomas  and  the 
Secretary  of  War,  Hon.  Lewis  Cass,  that  re¬ 
sulted  In  bringing  tQ  the  State  such  sub¬ 
stantial  advantages  V  (’  * . , .  riV  f*  rtir^ 
TT 'Yftl*1' a  fi t h u Fif^eWr'enTe  tcTt&epoiTtlo. 
Governor  Thomas  upon  the  subject  of  «  ^ 
catlqn  is  only  in  keeping  with  tbe  rest  V.,  * 
5iis  article — showing  evident  ignorance  of  > 
,the<  facta  and  animated  apparently  by  the 
spirit  of  petty  malice.  Maryland  had  no  ■ 
more  ardent  friend  of  education  than  Gov¬ 
ernor  Thomas,  a  fact  which  even  a  cursory 
>glance  at  its  archives  would  easily  have  es¬ 
tablished,  had  there  been  a  desire  so  to  do.. 
As  a  member  of  the  Legislature  and  as  Gov- 

<  ^rnor  of  the  State,  he  stoutlv  srtood  not 
only  for  a  higher  academic,  but  a  more  ex-, 
tended  primary  system  of  public  education.  ’ 
During  his  administration  11  additional 
academies  were  established  In  Maryland, 
exclusive  of  the  Patapsco  Female  Institute 
and  Franklin  College,  both  incorporated 
during  that  period;  and  It  is  a  matter  of 
record  that  when  St.  John’s  College  In 

,  1835,  was  striving  to  recover  from  Its  mis- 
’  fortunes  and  seeking  the  means  by  private 
subscriptions  to  erect  the  addition  known 
as  “Humphrey’s  Hall”  and  to  otherwise  re¬ 
store  the  Institution  to  Its  former  high 
plane  of  usefulness  Governor  Thomas  was 
the  largest  subscriber  out  of  his  private 
means  of  any  citizen  of  tbe  State. 
i  The  author’s  criticism  of  some  of  the 
State  papers  of  Governor  Thomas  and  hi? 
cordial  greeting  to  his  associates  in  the 
State  government  is  couched  in  language 
that  could  only  have  emanated  from  one 
who  has  no  cause  or  reason  to  respect 
either  persons  or  things  belonging  to  the 
past,  and  who  is  incapable  of  appreciating 
the  logic  and  the  courtesy  of  a  man  stand¬ 
ing  for  the  high  class  of  statesmanship  and 
the  school  of  social  culture  which  Governor 
Thomas  had  the  distinguished  honor  to  rep¬ 
resent. 

It  has  been  my  purpose  here  to  simply 
point  out  the  gross  injustice  and  palpable 
unfairness  (to  saying  nothing  of  its  ex¬ 
treme  coarseness)  of  the  author’s  methods 
of  dealing  with  what  purports  to  be  tnv 
biography  of  a  man  of  the  unblemished 
cbfl ractr>r  and  command*  ng  position  of  Gov. 
James  Thomas.  This  Is  so  out  of  keeping 
with  The  Sun’s  usual  course  In  treating 
matters  historical  that  the  only  theory  on 
which  It  can  be  accounted  for  in  this  case 
Is  that  It  escaped  your  attention. 

James  Walter  ^qmas. 

Cumberland,  Md.,  Feb.  12. 
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